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LETTER OF TRANSMITTAL. 
UNITED ST.ATES NATIONAL MUSEUM, 
Washington, July 18, 1882. 
Sm: I have the honor to transmit herewith, for approval and for publication, Section III of a 
general work upon THE FISHERIES .A.ND FISHERY INDUSTRIES OF THE UNITED ST.A.TES, consisting 
of a description of the fishing grounds of North America, prepared by Capt. J. W. Collins, l\fr. 
Richard Rathbun, Mr. Silas Stearns, Prof~ D. S. Jordan, Dr. T. H. Bean, Mr. F. W. True, and Mr. 
Ludwig Kumlien. The work is edited by Mr. Richard Rathbun. It is the only report of the 
kind ever written. It describes the locations, the characteristics,. and the productiveness of the 
numerous groun_ds resorted to by the fishermen of the United States, extending from Greenland to 
Mexico, from Lower California to Alaska, and including the :fishing grounds of the Great Lakes. 
The accompanying charts illustrate the fishing grounds and the surface ocean temperatures of the 
eastern coast of North America. 
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
G. BROWN GOODE. 
Prof. SPENCER· F. BAIRD, 
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BY RICH.A.RD RATHBUN. 
The term "fishing ground" is commonly applied to any area in which fishing is carried on, 
whether the fish are taken at the surface or at the bottom, whether near the coast -or at a consider-
able distance from it.- The regions traverse<! by the mackerel and menhaden, in their periodical 
migrations, during the spring, summer, and fall, are classed as the mackerel and menhaden grounds, 
and, in the popular mind, belong in the same category with those well-defined elevations and 
depressions of the sea bottom which are the constant resort of cod and lrnlibut and other bottom-
feeding species. We also speak of the fishing grounds for herring, lobsters, shrimps, oysters, and 
. sponge~, although those SP,ecies are taken mostly neat the shores, while the cod and halibut grounds 
are sometimes distant from them several hundred miles. · 
The main purpose in preparing this section. of the Fisheries Report bas been to describe that 
class of North American :fishing grounds to which the term more properly belongs, or those areas 
of the sea bottom which are known to be the feeding or spawning grounds of one or more species 
of edible :fishes, and which afford fisheries of greater or less extent. The most important grounds 
of this character are located off the eastern coast of North America, between Nantucket _and Lab-
rador, this region furnishing by fa~ the most important cod and halibut fisheries of the world, 
and including the large and well-known offshore banks, extending from George's, at the south-
west, to the Plemish Oap, off the eastern coast of Newfoundland. These ba~ks-form an almost con-
tinuous series of broad, submarine elevations, stretching a distance· of 1,100 geographical miles, 
and with a varying width of 50 to 250 miles. They attracted the attention or" early navigators, 
and in the period of the :first-attempted settlements on the adjacent _shores of~ orth America, now 
included in the British coast Provinces, were regarded as one of the greatest sources of wealth 
then known to the world. The principal maritime nations of Europe s~on became interested in 
developing the newly-disco-vered :fisheries, France appar~ntly taking the most active part, a.nd every 
year large fleets of vessels were sent -to :fish upon the banks. Colonies were established in con-
nection with the enterprise, and the influence of the Great Banks upo": the early settlement of some 
portions of our northeastern coast has probably never been estimated at its true value by historians. 
It is now nearly four hundred years since these grounds were :first :fished upon by Europeans, 
and their resources are still unfailing; but the :fishing interests 4ave been mainly transferred·· to 
the New WJrld, France alone of European countries having continued to send fishing · vessels 
across the Atlantic down to 1880. Since then, however, the Portuguese have begun to exhiqit 
some activity in connectfon with the cod :fishery of the Grand Bank, and in the _spring and sum-
mer of 1885 bought several New England :fishing schooners and :fitted out others fr:om home ports. 
Their voyages proving generally successful, they have added more vessels to their fishing fleet 
durmg the latter part of this year, and it is quite possible that, in the course of a few seasons, 
they will have firmly re-established themselves in the fisheries of the Western Atlantic. The 
VII 
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Fr nch fi hermcn visit principally the Grand Bank, Saint Pierre, Banquereau, a11d certain portions 
of the coa t of Newfoundland, on which they have long possessed the right to fish by treaty with 
Great Britain. Much English capital is invested in the Provincial fisheries, and vessels of 
other nations than the French and Portuguese come to this country to load with fish for· foreign 
market , but few, if any, ever engage in fishio~. 
The great offshore banks are now chiefly resorted to by the fishermen of New Englanc..l and 
the BritLh maritime Provinces, the latter including Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, Prince 
Edward's Island, Lower Canada, and Newfoundland, but the Provincial fishermen seldom venture 
as far south as George's Bank, which is frequented mostly by Gloucester vessels, and a few hali-
but catchers from Southern New England. 
The most distant grounds visited by the fishermen of the United States, at the time this 
report was prepared, are located in Davis Strait, in the vicinity of Holsteinborg, on the west 
coast of Greenland, about 67° north latitude. They consist mainly of roc~y banks, -with patches 
of sand and mud, the depths of water ranging froin 20 to 50 fathoms, and abound in halibut, 
but cod are scarce, and are taken only in·small quantities. In 1884, acting upon information fur-
nished by the United States Fish Commis.sion, three Gloucester vessels made excellent halibut 
trips to the fishing banks of Iceland, and in the summer of 1885 four vessels from .the same port 
obtained full fares on the Iceland grounds . . Fishing is reported to be more profitable ~ban in 
Davis Strait, and this region will probably prove very attractive in the future. Very few United 
States vessels now go either to the coasts of Labrador or Newfoundland, or to the Gulf of Saint 
Lawrence. No fares of halibut have been taken in those regions since 1881, and during the six 
years preceding that date the amount obtained was very small. About 12 or 15 cod fishermen 
still resort to the Gulf of Saint Lawrence every summer, but the mackerel fishery has been mostly . 
transferred to the open waters on our own coast. The mackerel fleet in-the Gulf of Saint Lawrence 
from United States ports has, during the past 8 or 10 years, seldom numbered more than 40 or 50 
vessels, and during the same period the catch in those waters has probably not exceeded 3 per 
cent. of the total catch of the United States fleet. 
The fishing grounds indicated on the charts represent.ing the Gulf of Maine, and the coast-lines 
of Maine, New Hampshire, and Massachusetts, are mostly small banks,·1edges, and shoals, with 
rocky, stony, gravelly, and sandy bottoms, separated by tracts of mud and sand. Upon the eleva-
tions, cod, haddock, pollock, and cusk abound, while the muddy areas between constitute the 
best known localities for the capture of hake. Although individually of relatively small size, com-
pared with the offshore banks, these grounds form in the aggregate a very extensive and valuable 
fishing region, of much importance to the smaller class of fishing vessels and the boat-fishermen. 
From Nantucket westward and southward, to the Gulf' of' Mexico, the fishing grounds of the same 
class are much less numerous than at the north, more widely separated, and often entirely want-
ing over long distances; they are also generally less defined, especially as regards differences in 
the depth of water, and bottom fishing is not carried on to nearly as great an extent. 
At the southern extremity of Florida good bottom fishing is obtained on the edge of the Gulf 
Stream, and among the coral reefs, by the Key West market fleet. In the Gulf' of Mexico there 
is a broad belt of fishing ground, following the general contour of the coast and extending from 
the Tortugas Keys nearly to the mouth of the Mississippi River. It has a greatly diversified bot-
tom, consisting in some places of ledges, in others of sandy, shelly, muddy, and rocky bottoms, 
traversed by gullie , and living COJ:als are said to be abundant on many portions. Fishing is con-
ducted in depths of 5 to 40 fathoms, the principal species taken being the red and black groupers 
and the red snapper. 
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on· the Pacific coast the sea fisheries have as yet been but little developed, and such as exist 
are mainly carried on along shore. No attempts are made to discover offshore grounds, probably 
because of the scarcity of markets for the sale of fish. The principal fisheries between the Straits 
of Fuca and Lower California are in the neighborhood of San Francisco, but the g~ounds resorted 
to do not extend seaward beyond the Farallone Islands. In Alaskan waters sea fishing is pursued 
mostly by the natives, but rich cod and halibut grounds exist in that region. 
Of special sea .fisheries, the mackerel, menhaden, and sponging grounds hav_e been briefly 
treated, and accounts of the fishing grounds of the Great Lakes have also been admitted into this 
section. The mackerel and menhaden grounds furnish ocean fisheries of great magnitude, in the 
same general region in which are located many of the more important inshore fishing banks and 
ledges of the northeastern coast of the United States, and are frequented by large fleets of vessels 
built and equipped expressly for the purpose. The lake grounds are all situated comparatively 
near shore, but often- extend into considerable depths of wate~; they are seldom characterized by 
any peculiarities in the nature of the bottom, but are generally favorable localities for the setting 
of nets, or passage-ways used by the fish in moving from place to place. The principal kinds of 
fish taken are the lake-trout and whitefish, the appliances used being chiefly pound-nets, gill-nets, 
and seines. In same places, as at the Sault de Ste. Marie, di'p-nets are employed.from canoes in 
the ca-pture of whitefish, and some hook-and-line fishing is ·also done. 
In locating and defining the various fishing grounds, the writers have resorted both to brief 
descriptive _accounts and to sketch maps or cha~ts, the latter being employed only where the 
grounds are sufficiently well known to permit of their being plotted with at least approximate 
accuracy. This has been possible for almost the entire eastern coast of North America, but that 
region alone has been thus graphically represented. 
The information upon which the report is based was derived from many sources. The fishing 
grounds of Davis Strait were visited in 1879 by Mr. N. P. Scudder, then an assistant on the 
United States Fish Commission; and he has prepared a full account of his trip, from which we 
extract that portion bearing upon the cod and halibut banks, adding a few notes made by other 
observers. The map of the same region was also furnished by Mr. Scudder. As to the inshore 
grou~ds of the British coast Provinces and the grounds of the Gulf of Saint Lawrence, we have 
relied in part on Canadian fishery reports, in part on accounts received from United States fisher-
men, who have repeatedly visited that region. 
The outlines and principal contours of the off~hore banks, from the Flemish Cap to, and 
including, Brown's Bank, have been taken mainly from the British Admiralty charts, and those of 
George's Bank from the charts of the United States Coast Survey. The data respecting the char-
ac~eristics of those banks, their productiveness and their history, were almost entirely brought 
tog~ther by Uapt. Joseph W. Collins, whose personal experiences for many years in the fisheries 
of every part of that extensive region entitle his statement~ and opinions to our fullest confidence. 
The same nuthor is also to be credited with obtainfog most of the information conc~rning the fish-
ing grounds of the Gulf of Maine and the New England coast nort4 of Cape Cod, many of these 
grounds having likewise come within his personal observation. The account for Southern New 
England, New York,"and New Jers~y was prepared from information procured by Mr. R; Rath-
bun directly from reliable authorities, and that for the Southern .A.tlantic coast mainly from the 
observations of Mr. R. E. Earll. Th~ report upon the fishing grounds of th~ Gulf of Mexico was 
furnished complete by Mr. Silas Stearns, of Pensacola, Fla., one of the best informed authorities on 
the sea fisheries of our southern coast. Prof. D.S. Jordan, who reports upon the western coast of the 
United States, and Messrs. Kumlien anc} True, who prepared th~ account for the Great Lakes, 
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based their descriptions on observations made while investigating the ·fisheries of those regions, on 
behalf of the fishery census of 1880. Dr . . T. H. Bean's report upon Alaskan resources and 
fishing grounds is the result of studies made upon numerous collections of fishes received from 
that Territory, from time to time, during many years, supplemented by personal observations 
in the field during a trip to Alaska in 1880. · 
With respect to the fishing grounds of Eastern North America, a few additional words of 
explanation are necessary. The outlines of a fishing ground seldom conform to the contour -lines 
used on hydrographic charts to define the limits of a bank, ledge, or _other inequality of the sea 
bottom, as the fishes are not always influenced so much by differences in the depth of water (within 
certain limits) as by the abundance of food or other essential conditions, among which temperature 
prob~bly enters as an important factor. A fishing ground may, on one side, have a less depth than 
25 or 30 fathoms, and on the other descend to depths of 50, 60, or even, in some cases, several bun- , 
dred fathoms, the same species of fish sometimes occurring at both extremes. Many of the data 
furnished by the ordinary class of hydrographic work are, therefore, entirely unsuited to fishery 
purposes, and it is of the greatest im·portance that special. surveys be undertaken in the immediate 
interest of the fisheries, and with the ~bject of ascertaining the full extent and character of all the 
larger grounds. that may be profit~bly resorted to by our fishermen. Fishing grounds are con-
stantly changing in productiveness, and any survey bearing upon them should be made contin-
uous, in order_ that the changes may be noted and their causes explained, if possible. 
Such a work as this belongs within the province of the now existing United States Commission 
of Fish and Fisheries, and so far as the means at its disposal have permitted, its researches in this 
particular have been carried on with thoroughness and precision. Until within a very few years, 
however, this Commission was provided only with small vessels, with which it was impossible to 
oxt~nd the explorations much beyond those areas commonly entitled the inshore grounds, or beyond 
the boundaries of the United States. In 1883, the Commission was, for the first time, supplied with 
a thoroughly reliable sea-going steamer, capable of visiting any part of the oceanic grounds, and 
it has already collected many important data bearing upon the great banks of the northeastern 
c~ast, the mackerel and menhaden grounds, and the :fishing areas of the Gulf of Mexico. New 
.fishing grounds of great value have already been discovered,.and new species of edible fishes have 
been introduced to the markets; but this work, so far as the steamer Albatross is concerned, has 
only just begun, and in the near future may be expected to add greatly to our knowledge of the 
fishery resources of our country. The series of investigations by the Albatross being entirely 
subsequent to the preparation of this volume, no account of it will be found on the following 
pages. 
The above remarks will serve to indicate how difficult it is to locate, and especially to plot with 
distinct outlines, many of the fishing grounds along our coast, particularly as very few of the fa. 
shore grounds are in any way indicated on the Coast Survey charts. For those that have been 
previously marked out, as in the case of defined banks and ledges, we have relied in part on pub-
lished charts, in part on information furnished by fishermen, by means of which latter it has often 
been possible to greatly perfect the· outlines. The work of plotting nearly all the inshore grounds 
ha been first attempted in connection with this volume, the data having been mostly obtained 
directly from the fishermen who are constantly resorting to them, and some of whom have drawn 
the outlines themselves. Every precaution has been taken to procure such information only from 
reliable persons, and to verify the s9:me by other means wherever possible; and although it is not 
expected that absolute accuracy has been reached in all cases, especially as regards dist~nces, the 
fi hermen having to rely mainly on their judgment in this matter, it is probable that the positions 
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and outlines assigned to the grounds are, •in the main, correct. In resorting to offshore ground~, 
the fishermen make use of a patent log for determining distances, and also ascertain their positiom 
by observations for latitude and longitude, and their statements respecting localities at a distance 
from shore are as reliable as could be obtained from any source. 
The limited time available for the preparation of the account of the fishing .grounds of Eastern 
North America prevented the incorporation of materials bearing upon their temperature, currents, 
and general natural history characteristics-subjects that cannot be ignored in the study of the 
fishery resources of any region. Many data of this character have been obtained by the United 
States Fish Commission, and, although some of them have been already published in brief-reports, 
the greater portion are still in process of elaboration, and will ?e issued at a future date in such 
form as to conveniently supplement this report. 
The text composing this section was finished and sent to the printer in 1882. Delays in print-
ing and in the preparation and engraving of the charts have enabled the writers, in connection with 
the latter, to add mnch information obtained since 1880, especially respecting the cod and halibut 
fisheries of the large offshore banks. This new material is contributed by Captain Collins, and is 
the result of studies continued through many years, and based mainly upon his own observations 
and those of the Gloucester fishermen directly concerned in the facts recorded. It brings the his-
tory of the more important cod and halibut fisheries down to the spring of 1885, and notes the 
principal changes that have taken pla;ce in recent years in the character and richness of the dif-
ferent parts of the offshore ·banks. 
The char!s have been drawn by Mr. C. E. Gorham, assistant on the United States Fish Com-
mission, and engraved by the Photo-Engraving Company of' New York. .All distances recorded 
with respect to the eastern coast of North America are in nautical miles. 
WASHINGTON, December 30, 1885. 
[N0TE.-Since this int roduction was put in type it bas been found possible to add to this 
report a brief <liscussion of the surface ocean temperatures along the Atlantic coast, with a series 
of thirty-two graphic charts, which are given at the end of this section.] 

LIST AND EXPLANATION OF THE CHARTS ~EPRESENTING THE SEA FISHING GROUNDS 
OF THE EASTERN COAST OF NORTH AMERICA. 
1. LIST OF CHARTS. 
Pago." 
CHART No. 1.-'l'he Fishing Grounds of Davis Straits............................................ . . . . . . .. . •• . 5 
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CHART No. 3.-'l'he Banks of Newfoundland---- .......... ------ ....•...........••. --····.................. 62 
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CHART No. 5.-The Fishing Grounds of the Gulf of Saint Lawrence ........ - - ...... .... ...... ...... .... .... 16 
CHART No. 6.-Fishing Grounds in the vicinity of Eastport, Maine ..............................•. -·-·H···- 24 
CHART No .. 7.-Fishing Grounds from Nova Scotia to Penobscot Bay, Maine ........... ·...................... 26 
CHART No. s . ...:...Fishing Grounds from Penobscot Bay, Maine, to Cape Ann, Massachusetts ...... -.-·. ~- ..... - . 30 
CHART No. 9.-Fishing Grounds near Monhegan Island, Maine ............. - . -.. - .... - .... --·. -. - ... -.. - -- - 33 
CHART No. 10.-Fishing Grounds from Cape Ann to Buzzard's Bay, Massachusetts . - ......... --- - .. - . - - . - - - . - 39, 45 
CHART No. 11.-George's Bank .... _ ........•...............................................•............... - 7 4 
CHART No. 12.-Fishing Grounds from Gay Head, Massachusetts, to Cape Henlopen, Delaware;............... 47 
CHART No. 13.-Fishing Grounds from Cape May, New Jersey, to Cape Hatteras, North Carolina............. 51 
CHART No. 14.-Fishing Grounds from Cape Hatteras, North Carolina, to Cape Romain, South Carolina --· ... _- 52 
CHART No. 15.-Fishing Grounds from Cape Romain, South Carolina, to Saint Augustine, Florida· ............ 53 
CHART No. 16.-Fishing Grounds of the Gulf Coast of the United States. Prepared by Mr. Silas Stearns ... ·.. 55 
CHART No. 17:-Sponging Gr~unds of the Coast of Florida. Prepared by Mr. Silas Stearns ................. - . - 58 
2. EXPLANATIONS OF CHARTS 3, 4, .A.ND 5. 
The following notes are based on data mainly obtained previous to 1880, but, unfortunately, not available at 
that time for in~ertio~ in the body of the text, to which they now serve as an appendix. They have reference, for the · 
most part, to the extensive halibut and cod fisheries of the important banks lying off the coasts of the British mari-
time Provinces, and are intended more especiallyto call attention to certain localities in which good fishing had been 
obtained clown .to the close of 1879, or the early part of 1880, the year in which the investigations respecting them 
were mostly made. A few facts of more recent date have also been added. 'l'he years in which good fares were 
obtained are generally mentioned, and these explanations, in connection with the charts to which they relate, furnis'h, 
therefore, importan~ data of historical interest, as well as regarding the relative value of different parts of the several 
fishing grounds in past years. 
Changes are constantly taking place· in the abundance of fish on all the large fishing banks. In many instances 
these changes are of only a temporary nature, and if fish are scarce one year, they may be abundant a~ain the next. 
Tb'.e halibut apparently furnish an exception to this rule, and go~d grounds, once depleted, have seldom been known 
to regain their former status. A few instances are, however, on record, where old and seemingly worn-out grounds 
have again afforded_ a good halibut fishery, but such cases are said to be rar~, and the facts are regarded as favoring 
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the pre umption that schools of halibut which have been thinned out an~ sca_ttered by incessant fishing require at 
least many years to recover their former size, or even to show a perceptible mcrease. The history of the halibut 
:ti hery of tho Great Banks covers a comparatively short period, and future observations may correct some of th~ pre-
vailing opinions respecting. that fishery. These remarks do not apply to the regular migrations of th_e halibut, which 
have been elsewhere discussed. 
Fewer references are made to the localitie~ of cod than _to those of halibut fishing, and the former relate mainly 
to certain areas on the Grand Bank which are deserving of special notice. They also furnish an idea of the prin-
cipal localities where :fishing is carried on in the different seasons, and the character of the bait used in different . 
places. 
Special localities are design3;ted by Roman numerals to facilitate reference. All of the fishing schooners men-
tioned by name belonged to ports in the United States and most of them hailed from Gloucester, Mass. 
CHART No. 3.-THE BANKS OF NEWFOUNDLAND. 
Bank of Saint Pierre.-Cod and halibut, although once abundant on this bank, were scarce during the few years 
immediately preceding 1880, and during that period not a single fare of halibut was taken in depths of less than 
70 to 100 fathoms, and no good cod fishing was obtained there by American vessels. Since 1880, however, cod have 
apparently returned to Saint Pierre in as great abundance as ever, and we understand that several vessels from ew 
England secured good fares tliere in a short tinie, during 1883 and 1884. Halibut were still scarce up to the last-
mentioned date. From 1865 to 1872 this bank was much resorted to for halibut, The spots inclosecl by the dotted 
lines marked I on this chart, and XIV on the chart of the Gulf of Saint Lawrence, we.re formerly good halibut grounds, 
but these are not the only localities where this species was taken on the bank. 
I. The space inclosed by the dotted line is the so-called " Southern Shoal Water" of the Bank of Saint Pierre, 
and was formerly the most important halibut ground on the bank. 
II. In this position, in a depth of 140 to 170 fathoms, halibut were abundant in 1878, and from May to Septem-
ber of that year the schooner Gwendolen took four or five good fares on a small area of hard' bottom,· surrounded by 
mud. Halibut have occasionally been taken since then, but are less common than when the place was first ·discovered. 
Green Bank.-The gullies separating Green Bank from Saint Pierre and the Grand Bank, and the extensive deep 
plateau that extends from Saint Pier.re to the Grand Bank, along the southern border of Green Bank, constitute together 
one of the most important halibut grounds that has been recently discovered. In their spring migrations, the halibut 
follow nearly along the course indicated by the dotted line running along the edge of the Grand Bank to the Bank of 
Saint Pierre. Since the deep-water halibut fishery was begun, in 1875, halibut have been abundant along the edge of 
the slope south of Green Bank, and have genera.Uy been most numerous from February to May. In some years they 
have been plentiful all summer and even in the fall. In the fall of 1882 one or more good fares of cod were obtained 
just south of this bank, in 65 fathoms of water. 
· III. The schooner Nathaniel Webster caught a fare of 80,000 pounds of halibut in this position, in March, 1879, 
and many other large fares have been taken in the same locality. 
IV. Excellent :fishing ground for halibut , in depths of 90 to 140 fathoms, from May to October, 1875. In April, 
1876, halibut were again very abundant in 80 to 90 fathoms, and were noticed to be moving slowly westward along 
the edge of the ground. In the positton m?,rked, the schooner Howard took a fare of 95,000 pounµs of halibut in a 
.few clays, and eight or ten other vessels obtained fares at the same time, ranging from 75,000 to 115,000 pounds each. 
Halibut were found here again, March 25, 1877, March 15, 1878, and February, 1879. In the years succeeding 1875, 
halibut, though abundant in the late winter and spring, were generally scarce in the summer and fall. In 1882, how-
ever, they were exceedingly plentiful during the entire summer and a part of the fall. 
V. Halibut abu
0
ndant in October, 1875. 
VI. Large catches··of halibut made in April, 1877 . . 
The Grand Bank or Great Banlc of Newfom1dla11cl.-VII. Good halibut :fishjng found by the schooner Ocean Belle 
at this place, in 52 fathoms, in April, 18i7. 
VIII. First fishing for fresh halibut on the Grand Banks in upwards of lCO fat,homs at this place, in April, 1875. 
The fi h were very abundant in depths of 100 to 160 fathoms. 
IX. V ry good halibut fishing, February, 1879. 
X. The c~ooner G. G. Kidder found halibut abundant here in the spring of 1874 in 90 fathoms, and obtained the 
first fare of fresh halibut taken in deep water on the Grand Banks. 
XI. The ar a in closed by the dotted line afforded excellent halibut fishing during several years, the season lasting 
from :E ebruary until fay. ince 1877 the fish bavo been scarce here. 
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XII. In March, 1877, the schooner Howard caught 25,000 pounds of halibut at this place in one day, in 55 fathoms. 
XIII. Good halibut fishing, January and February, 1879. _ , 
XIV. Halibut very abundant March, 1876, ·a.nd many good fares obtained. In May, 1879, the schooner Mary F. 
Chisholm secured a fare of 40,000 pounds. 
XV. In the inclosed area many large fares of halibut were caught in February and Mar~h, 1866 and 1867. At the 
spot marked with the cross the schooner Centern;1ial obtained 100,000 pounds in one trip. 
XVI. The crosses indicate the position of the halibut fleet in J annary, 1878, where good fares were obtained in 
depths of 160 to 200 fathoms. Halibut were scarce here in 1879. 
XVII. Halibut were very abundant in the _p~sitions indicated by the crosses in the springs of 1876 and 1877, and 
fine fares were obtained in 150 to 300 fathoms. The edge of the ·Grand Bank on this side, from its southern end to 44° 
north latitude, has been one of the best halibut grounds in the Western Atlantic ever since the discovery of the deep-
water fishery, and many large fares have been taken at all seasons. The halibut are, however, somewhat erratic in 
their movements, and are not equally abundant at all t,imes. Those found to the southward of latitude 44° north 
appear to be moving off from the bank into water too deep for the fishermen to follow them, and all trace of them is 
lost. North of l atitude 44° north they seem to be working along the edge of the bank, and often it is not difficult to 
trace thefr summer migrations in the early part of the season. 
XVIII. In this position the schooner Stirling, on a "salt trip," made a large catch of halibut in 130 fathoms in 
April, 1873. This is the first ~ecorded instance of deep-water halibut fishing on the Grand Banks. 
XIX. The area inclosed by the dotted line was a favorite halibut ground in the winter and spring for several 
years previous to the beginning of the deep-water fishery. The schools of halibut were generally migrating towards 
the west and northwest. This area also furnishes excellent cod-fishing, and is much resorted to by fishermen from the 
United States, the British Provinces, and France. In the space foclosed at its southern end, and marked "Good 
Cod Grounds"-cod were very abundant in June, 1877. Good cod-fishing is stillfoundherealmosteverysummer, but 
halibut are no longer taken in any considerable numbers. 
XX. In the position indicated by the cross many fine fares of halibut were caught prior to 1875. This locality 
is noted for the exceedingly large fare obtained by -the schooner Mary Carlisle, in .April, 1871, which paid t-he crew 
shares of $~36 each, the largest ever realized from a fresh halibut trip. 
XXI. Halibut abundant in January, 1876. 
XXII. This ground, known as the "Eastern Shoal Water," was chiefly resorted to for halibut from 1864 to 1871. 
After 1869, however, but few halibut were caught here except jn the fall. Good fa1Urips were made as late as 1874. 
The dotted cross in the western part of the i:nclosed area indicates where the schooner Mary G. Dennis took a large 
fare in the- spring of 1868, and that in the southeastern part wher~ the schooner N. H. Phillips, in October, 1871, 
obtained a fare that . realized one of the largest stocks ever made on a fresh halibut trip up to that date. Up to, 
within a few years of 1880, the Eastern Shoal Water was also a favorite place for cod in the fall, and sometimes at. 
other seasons. Of late it bas not been as much resorted to as formerly. It was on this ground that the "giant squid 1" 
were found in such large numbers in the fall of 1875. 
XXIII. Halibut were abundant along this edge of the bank in 1881 and 1882, between 43° 30' and 44° 15' north 
latitude, and in depths of 125 to 300 fathoms. The prevalence of icebergs and the strength of the Arctic current 
render fishing here very difficult and dangerous. 
XXIX. Halibut were abundant on and near the Virgin Rocks during the summers from 1868 to 1670, inclusive, 
and several large fares were obtained. Since 1871 no catches of importance have been made. The Virgin Rocks 
have been for many -years a favorite locality for hand-line dory fishermen engaged in the cod fishery, and in the 
summer a fleet of vessels lies near the shoal~, each one sending out from 10 to 25 dories. The cod average somewhat 
smaller than on other parts of the Grand Banks, being such as are called "mixed fish" in New England. 
XXX. Good cod fishing obtained on trawls with salt clam bait and" shack,n April, 1879. 
XXXI. Good catches of cod made with capelin bait in June and July, 1877 and 1878. 
XXXII. Cod fishing with shack bait good in June and July, 1874 and 1878. 
XXXIII. This ground nearly always affords good cod :fishing from May to July, with herring, capelin, and squid 
bait. The fish were very abundant in June, 1879. 
XXXIV. Cod very abundant in June, 1875. 
XXXV. Good cod .fish{ng with herring bait, May, 1879. 
XXXVI. Good catches of cod with squid bait were made in .August, 1B79. 
XXXVII. Good cod fishing with squid bait, July, 1879. 
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XXXVIII,XXXIX. Good cod fishing with capelin bait, June, 1879. 
XL. Good cod fishing with' squid bait in August and September, 1879. The inclosed area porth of this ground 
furnished an abundance of cod in July, 1878, when squid bait was used. 
Barren ground.-Good fares of cod have been occasionally reported from this area, but we have not been able to · 
obtain any reliable information respecting them. · 
CHART No. 4.-THE FISHING BANKS OFF ·THE CoAsT OF NovA ScoTIA. 
Seal Island G,-ouncl,:_This ground is now chiefly valued for the, cod fishery which it affords from the first of May · 
to October of each year. It is mostly resorted to by a large fleet of v.essels hailing from ports in the vicinity of Cape 
Sable, Nova Scotia, and common.I; called the "Cape Fishermen." These vessels spend most of the season fishing on 
this ground. .A. few United States vessels, fishing with band-lines, frequently resort to it,, and it was formerly a 
favorite locality for halibut, but is not at present. 
I. Halibut were found in abundance at this place for a few days in June, 1878. 
II. In this position, off the northwestern part of George's Bank, in depths of 110 to 160 fathoms, many good fares 
of halibut were obtained by hand-line fishermen in 1876 and 1877. 
III. The schooner .A.lice G. Wonson made good fares of halibut in this vicinity, in depths of 160 to 200 fathoms, 
during several successive years preceding 1880. The prevalence of strong tides and the frequent parting and loss of 
trawl-lines by their becomiug entangled in the large tree corals, Paragorgia arborea and P1·imnoa reseda, which are 
numerous on the bottom, have deterred others from fishing here, and no satisfactory results have been obtained by 
other vessels. 
IV. In the fall of 1877, halibut were abundant along the region indicated by this dotted line, to the westward of 
Le Have Bank, but since tl:ieu th~y have bee_n scarce. The crosses at the eastern end of the line indicate positions 
where large fares of halibut were obtained from 1877 to ld79. At the easternmost position, the schooner Julia Wood 
.caught 80,000 pounds of halibut in December, 1877. The depths fl.shed in vary from 100 to 400 fathoms. 
Sable Island Bank.-The Pot Ground, also called the" Tongue Ground," fi:om its fancied resemblance to a tongue, 
1s frequently an excellent locality for cod fishing in April and May. Since 1880, good fares of cod have been caught in 
depths of 60 to 90 fathoms on the edge of. the bank, SE. by S. to ESE. fro:µi the e~stern light of Sable Island. From 
1852 to 1873 certain localities on Sable Island Bank, in depths of 30 to 60 fathoms, were much resorted to by the halibut 
fishermen, and since the discov·ery of the deep-water fi~heries, in 1875-'76, many excellent fares liave been obtained on 
the "fall off" of the bank along its southern and eastern edges. 
V. This locality, on the eastern part of Sable Island Bank, was a .favorite winter halibut ground from 1852 to 
1873. It was fished on in the-winter _as late as 1877, but good fares have seldom, if ever, been taken since '1873. 
VI. Several good fares of halibut taken between 1853 and 1868. 
VII. Good halibut ground in 1852. 
VIII. Good fares of halibut obtained betwe~n 1853 and 1873.• 
IX. Good halibut fishing at intervals from 1853 to 1870. The schooner William 'l;, Merchant obtained a large fare 
here in February, 1868. 
X. One fare of halibut has been taken on this steep incline, which slopes rapidly fro?J 150 to 400 fathoms. 
XI. The cross indicates a locality where many excellent fares of halibut were taken·from 1877 to 1879, inclusive, 
in depths of 150 to 300 fathoms. 
XII. One of the be_st deep-water halibut grounds on Sable Island Bank. Many good fare'3 have been obtained; 
the bottom is covered with bush and tree corals. 
XIII. The schooner Howard caught' 45,000 pounds of halibut ~t t.his.plctce in eight days, in August, 1877. 
XIV. Good fares of halibut taken in 60 fathoms, in 1853. 
XV. In this position, in July, 1877, the.schooner William Thompson obtained a fare of 100,000 pounds of halibut, 
and the schooner Howard, fishing only six days, a fare of 82,000 pounds, in depths of 125 to 200 fathoms. Many other 
good fares have been taken in this vicinity at different seasons, and the edge of the bank, over a distance of more 
than 60 miles, was a favorite locality for halibut up to the close of 1879. 
XVI. Position where the type specimen of the gold-banded bush coral, Ceratoisis ornata.: was taken in 1878. rhis 
is one of the most rare and beautiful of the several species of corals obtained on the fishing grounds by the Gloucester 
fishing scbooner . 
XVII. Good fares of halibut obtained by the schooner Gertie E. Foster, in 1875-'76. 
XVIII. Good fares of halibnt taken in depths of 40 to 50 fathoms, from 1853 to 1855, inclusive. 
EXPLANATION OF CHARTS. XVII 
XIX. The Gully is a · celebrated halibut region. It extends from 58° 58' to 59° 57' west longitude, and from 
44° 04' to 44° 27' north latitude. In its southern part, between 44° 04' and 44° 10' north latitude, there is 
located a small but important bank, descdbed below. The crosses in the western part of the Gully, numbered XIX, 
indicate localities where halibut were found in abundance from 1874 to 1876, inclusive. The other crosses all refer to 
large catches of halibut made from 1877 to 1879, inclusive. In the three years last mentioned, enormous quantities 
of halibut were taken from this region, and to such an extent were its · resources exhausted thereby that 
in the three or four years immediately following 1879 halibut were exceedingly scarce in the Gully, and during_ 
some seasons the fishing was quite unprofitable. In 1884-1885, however, a few good fares were obtained . . The 
small bank in . the southern part of the Gully, above mentioned, is separated from Banquereau and Sable Island 
Bank by narrow gullies, about 150 fathoms /deep, the average depth of w~ter bpon the bank itself being _about 
100 fathoms, and the bottom consisting of coarse pebbles, grnvel, and stones. Toward the northward the wate1· 
deepens to 150 fathoms, and toward the south th~ bottom rapidly falls off to depths of 500 or 600 fathoms. Fishing 
was carried on in the Gully some years before the bank was discovered, and as it had never been surveyed or 
plotted on the c~arts, the fishermen supposed its position was occupied by deep water. It was probably first noticed 
about 1877, and during a few subsequent years _exceedingly good halibut fishing was obtained along its southern 
edge; but the fish are much less abundant now than they were in the beginning. 
Banquereau.-The cod obtained on this bank are, as a rule, small, and it is not as much resorted to now as formerly 
by fishermen from the United States. ·A limited number of hand-line dory fishermen and a few trawlers comprise the 
American fleet of cod fishermen. · French vessels, using trawls, fish extensively o~ the bank north of 44° 30' north 
latitude, but are seldom seen farther south. This bank is celebrated for its valuable halibut fisheries, which occur in 
the deeper water along the edges. · The most noted of these are the "Rout,hwest Prong" and the deep plateau off the 
eastern end. 
XX. The first deep-water halibut caught on the Southwest Prong were taken in this position in 1876. The other 
crosses indicate where large catches were made from 1876 to 1879, inclusive. 
XXI. Nearly 500,000 pounds of ha1il;rnt were taken in this position, on a spot not more than one mile square, in 
the summer of 1879. 
XXII. This locality, called the "Stone Fence" by the ·fishermen, is noted for the great abundance of corals grow-
ing on the bottom. On the Stone Fence and immediately to the north of it, many large fares of halibut have been 
caught in depths of 150 to 230 fathoms. This locality has shown less signs of becoming depleted than any other 
lying to the west of it. 
XXIII. Halibut were abundant at this place in April, 1879, and several'good fares wer_e obtained. 
Misaine Bank.-Scarcely anything has been known respecting the fisheries of this bank, and it has generally been 
regarded by the fishermen as comparatively barren ground. In the summer of 1885, the U. S. Fish Commission 
steamer Albatross, while engaged in explorations in this region, made a series of trials with hand-lines across the bank 
from its eastern to its western edge, and found cod fully as abundant as on any of the adjacent :fishing grounds, and 
of as large size and good quality as are taken on Banquereau. 
CHART No. 5.-THl~ FISHING GROUNDS OF THE GULF OF SAINT LAWRENCE. 
I. The first halibut taken on the coast of Anticosti Island were caught in this vicinity in 1869: 
II. On this c~ast, betwf:len 61 ° and 62° west longitude, halibut were sometimes moderately abundant, close in 
shore, in the summer season prior to 1875. Since then no important catches have been made . 
. III. In the immediate vicinity of Red Island the fishing schooner Oce~n Belle made a fare of '80,000 pounds of 
halibut in the summer of 1870. As explaine'd in the text, however, this region is controlled by the French, and is not 
now resorted to by United States vessels. 
IV. Mod;rately large fares of halibµt were obtained at the Bay of Islands by Americ~n vessels inl872 and 1874, 
but nothing of importance has been done since then. 
V. The first catch of halibut at Green Point was made in June, 1871, by the schooner William T. Merchant, and 
in Jnne and .July of 1878 and 1879 several very large fares were obtained at the same place. 
VI. A few small fares of h~libut were obtained in. the summer season about Bryon Island and on the shoal between 
the island and Bird Rocks. This region, however, has never been an important one for any of the Gulf fisheries. 
VII. The area inclosed in the dotted line is the so-called "Flint Island Halibut Ground," on which fares of hali-
but were obtained from 1861 to 1875, especially during the months of May and June. Since the latter date, however, 
this ·ground has been practically abandoned by the halibut fishermen. 
VIII. In 1861 the schooner Centre Point obtained a fare of 60,000 pounds of halibut in the narrow strait between 
Scatari Island and Cape Breton. This is supposed to be the first fare of halibut taken in this vicinity. 
XVIII EXPLANATION OF CHARTS. 
IX. In this locality the schooner Carl Schurz secured .a fare of 90,000 pounds of halibut in April and May, 1879. 
Many other good fares have been taken in the same place, and also a short distance to the northwestward, in the 
winter and spring. 
X. A. fare of halibut was taken at this place by the schooner Centennial in May, 1878. 
XI. A. fare of 100,000 pounds of halibut by the schooner M. H. ~erkl.ns in May, 1879. 
XII. Miquelon Beach halibut grounds. Halibut were very abundant here in the summer from 1868 to 1870, but 
have been scarce since then. 
XIII. Pass Island halibut grounds. Fish were very abundant for two or three seasons, from 1870 to 18~2, over 
an area not exceeding three miles across,-and with -a depth of a.bout 160 fathoms. Many good fares were obtained, 
but the fish have been scarce since 1872. 
XIV. Between 1865 and 18~0 many halibut were caught on the northern part of Bank St. Pierre, within and 
near the dotted line. 
• 
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THE FISHERIES AND FISHING INDUSTRIES OF THE UNITED 
STATES. 
FISHING-GROUNDS. 
A.-T~E SE!. FISHIN-G-GROUNDS OF THE EASTERN -COAST 
OF NORTH AMERICA FROM GREENLAND TO MEXICO. 
BY CAPTAIN JOSEPH W. COLLINS AND .RICH.A.RD RATHBUN. 
1. THE FISHING-BANKS OF DAVIS STRAIT. 
The most distant fishing-banks resorted to by the ~erican fishermen on the .Atlantic coast 
are those of Davis Strait, off the coast of Greenland, which abound in halibut and also furnish 
some cod. They a:re not much visited by :fishermen, on account of the short duration of the fishing 
season, the possibility of being detained by ice in the passage o.rit; the uncertai.pty of obtaining a 
full fare, and the great distance of the grounds from the fishing ports. Notwithstanding all this, 
however, quite a number of• successful trips by Gloucester halibut vessels are on record, anJ were 
the localities better kno~n and better mapped out, they might develop into very profitable 
fishing-grounds. During the summer of 1879, Mr. N. P. Scudder, assistant on the United States 
Fish Commission, made a trip to this region on the Glouce~ter schooner'' Bunker Hill," and from 
bis report of the cruise we extmct the following account of the fishing-banks and their ch~ef , 
characteristics. 
From the want of proper surveys it is impossible to mark out, with any degree of accuracy, 
the exact position and entire extent of these fishing-banks. The Danish ·charts indicate a line 
of sou11dings just off the coast of Greenland, extending from near Disco Bay in the north (about 
latitude 68° 15' north) to near Lichtenfels in the south (latitude 630 20' north), and ranging-in 
depth from fourteen to seventy-five fathoms and more. Over very extended areas, however, the 
d~pths are not greater than thirty fathom's. It is more than likely that these soundings continue 
farther along the coast toward Cape Farewell, for the reason that icebergs become stranded there, 
but there is no indication of them on the charts. The distance of the center of this line of soundings 
from the Greenland coast is abo,ut twenty miles, and the fishing-grounds have been stated to lie 
from twenty to forty miles from land. Immediately outside of the banks, and on the inner side 
also, there is much deeper water, t~e slopes being often very abrupt. Only a small area of these 
fishing-banks have been visited by American fishermen-that port.ion lying between Holsteinborg 
and Sukkertoppen, and off Cape Amalia. 
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That halibut are· to be found throughout their entire extent is more than probable, for the 
species is identical with that taken on the Grand Banks, and we should naturally infer that these 
fish would be found in all favorable situations with~n the limits of their distribution. It is also 
reported that Uapt. Ra.smus Madison, who has made several trips to Greenland, set his trawls for 
halibut farther to the south (probably off Godthaab) and found them very abundant, but was 
unable to secure many on account of the numerous ground sharks, which destroyed .his traw1s. 
The depth of water on the banks ranges from twenty to fifty fa.thorns, and this makes fishing 
easier than on the Grand Banks, where halibut can be found abundantly only along the outer 
slopes in much deeper water. The inner edges of the banks slope abruptly, so as to form between 
the banks and the main-land a long and narrow submarine valley, whose .depth has not · been de: 
termined. The surface is of a varied character, though generally rocky, with sandy and muddy 
spots scattered here and there. 
The fauna of the. banks, as determin·ed at the locality to which the Gloucester fishermen 
resort, by specimens brought up on their hooks, varies considerably in different localities, and 
often abruptly. Halibut would take the hook readily in certain places, and very seldom fa others 
close at hand. The former areas were generally found to be covered with immense quantitied . . 
of an .Ascidian, called sea lemon, and the latter wi_th miniature forests of tree corals (G?rgonia). 
When the fishermen struck the latter kind of bottom they were generally certain not to obtain 
many fish. While this coincidence may hold good for this one region, it cannot be considered of 
any importance alone, and the differences probably depend on some other unexplained causes. 
On the more southern fishing-hanks, the presence of Gorgonian corals in no way interferes with the 
abunda~ce of fish. An examination ,J)f the stomachs of the halibut captured in some places 
disclosed mostly crustacean·s and in others mostly small .fish. Halibut were the only edible fish 
caught in sufticient numbers to prepare for ' market~ Some cod were taken, but not enough to 
pay for salting, aJ,1d they we~e eaten on _board. 
According to Dr. Henry Rink,1 cod do not spawn on the coast of Greenland. At any rate 
spawners are very rarely taken, and during the winter cod are wholly .absent from the coast. 
"Sometimes in spring a g~eat many quite young ones arrive at the inlets between ooo and 61 °north . 
latitude, which would seem to suggest that their breeding place-s were not far off, but they generally 
make their appearance after June 20• on the .fishing-grounds, which are situated between 64P and 
68° north latitude, at a distance of sixteen miles from the shore, and in July and August resort to 
the inlets up to about 70° north latitude. ·with regard to numbers, the occurrence of cod.fish on 
Gree_nland shores is peculiarly variable. Some years, or certain periods of few 'years, may prove 
extremely favorable as regards the catch; whereas other~ turn out a total failure. The number 
annually caught by the natives may be estimated at somewhat about two hundred thousand .fish 
on an average." According to the same author, "the larg~r halibut (Hippoglossu,s vulgaris) occurs 
on the banks, as well as in differen~ places outside the islands, up to 7uo north latitude, in depths 
of from thirty to fifty fathoms. Of late the capture of this fish has become an object of com-
• 
mercial speculation, and foreign ~ hip , chiefly American, have been engaged in it, apparently with 
bet~r success than that of the codfishing. A halibut of this species weig!1s from twenty to one 
hu11dred pound , and its flesh is fat and much valued. Superior in taste as well as fatness is the 
maller halibut or' Kaleralik' (H. pinguis2), which is angled for in the ice fiords at depths of about 
two hun<lr d fathom ." The other edible ft h meutioned by ·nr. Rink as inhabiting these .fishing-
ank are a follow : The lumpfi h (Oyclopterits lumpus), perhaps the · fat.test of the Greeniand 
, whicb goe in bore in April and May for the purpose of spawning, and forms at this season, 
1 Danish Greenland, its people and its products. Eogli h version. Londnn, 1877. 
3 Platusomatichthys hippoglossoides. 
~ 
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during a couple of weeks, the chief food in certain places. "The Norway haddock (Sebastes 
Norvegicus) is found only in certain though pretty numerous grounds south of 80<? north latitude. 
The capelin (Mallotus villosus) has from times of old yielded the most profitable fishery to the 
Greenlanders, and may, in a dry state, ~n winter time, frequently be said to have constituted 
the daily bread of the natives. They are shoYeled on shore by means of small nets, by women 
an<l children, and spread over the rocks to dry during four weeks of May and June, when they 
crowd.to the shores of inlets stmth of 70° north latitude .to spawn. This fishery has- now 
considerably decreased, but may still be considered to yield one . and· a half million pounds 
weight or more of undried fish yearly." 
The best harbors for the fishermen resorting to these banks, in the regions now visited by 
American vessels, _are those of Holsteinborg and Sukkertoppen. Both are good places of sh~lter. 
Holsteinborg, the only- one visited by Mr. Scudder, is surrounded by the high mainland on three 
sides, and is shnt in on the outer side by several islands. lt is thus completely protected from 
rough water, and the only wind that can enter must c~me from the - side toward the strait, from 
which direction there are seldom any severe blows. The depth of water is ten to twenty-five 
fathoms. Holsteinborg and Sukkertoppen are ninety miles·apart, and, as the best fishing was 
found mid way bet_ween them, there was a good opportunity for running into shelter whichever 
way the wind might blow. On most of the trips that have been made it has been necessary to 
make a harbor three, or e-ven more, times a month, on account of seve~ southw..est and north~ast 
winds, which, combined with the strong tides in such shallow water, soori produce a heavy sea. 
The best season for fishing on these Greenland Banks is during July and August, although 
August is preferable to July. This is due to the charactel' of the weather, temperature, etc., at 
that time, as well as to the greater abundance of fish then on the passage to and from t.he banks. 
Mr. Scudder found the temperature during July to vary from 36° F. to 49° F., and during August 
from 38° F. to 52° F. ·The mean and maximum temper~tures of tho surface waters during these 
months were 38¾° F. and 43-!° F. The climate at this season is, therefore, very favorable for -
work. The harbor of Holsteinborg is usually open by the middle of May, and fishing might begin 
by the first of June if vessels were stationed at this place; but the ice coming down the east 
coast of G~eenland blocks up the more southern harbors, and.- interferes with the passage of 
· vessels north until at least the middle of June. Then, again, 'winter begins to set in during the last 
part of August, putting a stop to all operations until the next year. The only icebergs seen by 
Mr. Scudder came from the south. 
".Phe tidal currents are not regular, and near the edges of the banks are very complex. In this 
locality the tide runs up the strait much longer and with greater velocity than in the other direc-
tion. In fact, some days there was no tidal current at all ·down the strait, but during the time 
when this current should have been run_ning the water remained slack for seven or eight hours; 
also, instead of changing every six hours _it would do so only twice a day. The greater velocity 
of the tide ·running north compared with that running south is probably due to the existence of a 
regular current on . the east side of the strait running up the coast of Greenland. This strong 
northern flow renders fishing impossible for five or six hours at a time; but as the period of slack 
is. usually equally long, there need not be any great loss of time, as the fishermen can arrange to 
sleep during the flow and :6.sh during slack water. The nights are light enough in this latitude in 
July to permit of fishing being carried on at all hours during the twenty-four. The tides and -
currents are not, however, as simple as the above account would seem to imply; often in changing 
the position of the Yessel only a few miles, an entirely different combination of currents would · 
be met with. The tides ru~ning out of the many fiords along the coas~ of Greenland make 
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h Th fi h seem to take the hook best about the themselves felt a long distance from the . s ore. e 8 . 
"d d th ·t ·8 that both hand;Jines and trawls are most successfully used. close of the strong ti e, an en 1 1 · • 
m t b t· 0,-r the air and water on the Greenland Fishing-Banks, by Mr. Scudder . .i empera .ure o serva ions '.I · , 
[Latitude about 66° north. l 
Date. Time of day. Depth. 
1879. 
July 6 3 to 4 p. m.. . . . . . . . . . . . Air ............... - ...... - .... · · · · · · · .. . 
Surface ...... '.......................... . 
10 fathoms ...........•.. . ....•.•.....•.. 
20 fathoms ...... ... .................•... 
30 fathoms .......•.... · .......•....... - - . 
40 fathoms (bottom) .................... . 
July 7 3 to 4p. m ............. Air ... : ................................ . 
Surface . ........ . ....................•.. 
10 fathoms ...... · .. .......•.............. 
20 fathoms ...............•.............. 
30 fathoms ................ _. ............ . 
40 fathoms (bottom) .. ... .... : .......... . 
Aug. 2 7.30 to 8 p. m.. ........ . Air ................................... • . 
Surface ......... . .... . ... ." ............. . 
10 fathoms . ...... .. .. .• .................. 




















30 fathoms. . . . . . . . . . . . • • • • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 38 
37 fathoms (bottom) ............. ·:...... · 37¾ 
_Aug. 5 7 to 7.30 a. m...... .. . . . Air ...•••.. ,.......... ...... . ........... 46½ 
Surface. . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 41¼ 
35 fathoms (bottom). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . 37 
Aug. 8 6 p. m................. Air . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 45¼ 
Surface ................... · ............ . 
24 fathoms (bottom) .. .. . ....... .. , ...•.. 
Aug. 20 8 to8.30 p. m ......... . Air .................................... . 
Surface ............................•.•.. 






The last set of observations was taken about forty miles west-southwest from Holsteinborg. 
2. THE ATLANTIC COAST OF LABRADOR. 
The existence has been known, for a great many years, of very extensive fishing-grounds 
along the northeastern coast of Labrador, between latitudes 53° and 56° north. A.s early as 1758, 
these grounds were visited by American fishermen, and from the collection of the Massachusetts 
Historical Society for 1792 we extract the following brief description of that region, as obtained 
from Captai~ Atkins, who visited it in the former year (1758) : 
'' The coast is very full of islands, many of them very large, capable of great improvement 
as they have more or less fine harbors, abounding in fish and seal, water and land fowls, good 
land, covered with woods, in which are great numbers of fur beasts of the best kind. Along the 
coast are many excellent harbors, very safe from storms; in some are islands, with sufficient depths 
of water for the largest ships to ride Between, full of codfish, and rivers with plenty of salmon, 
trout, and other fish. The entrance of Hancock's Inlet in 55° 50' latitude ; a very fair inlet; 
very little tide sets in or oat; from fifteen to twenty fathoms of water going in; five hundred sail of 
ship may ride con eniently in this harbor secure from any storms. On the east side the harbor 
is a natural quay or wharf, composed of large square stones, some of prodigious bulk. . . . 
The harbor abounds in codfi h, ,ery large, that a considerable number of ships might load there 
with ut going ou ide, which may be cured on the shore and the quay, except in very h1gh tides." 
t very much, however, was ever made known, regarding the North Labrador fishing.grounds 
until 1876. rof. H. Y. Hind, who had explored them in the interest of the Newfoundland 
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Government, published a report of considerable length on their extent and characte . ~rom this 
report we have extracted the following more important facts concerning the region: 
"The fishing-grounds on the Atlantic coast of Labrado~ as far north as Sandwich Bay have 
been occapied to a greater or less extent for one hundre~ and twenty years. Those extending from 
Sandwich Bay to Cape Harrison (Webeck) have also been visited by fishing craft for a generation 
or more ; but north of Aillik, abou_t forty miles from Cape Harrison, the coast has only been 
frequented by Newfoundland codfishing craft during the last fifteen years. . . . 
"The leading characteristics of the coast north";'est of Aillik are as follQws: 
" 1. The shore line is deeply serrated by a constant successiQn of profound and narrow fiords, 
atretching from t~irty to fift.y miles into the interior. 
"2. It is fringed with a vast multitude of islands, forming a continuous archipelago from Cape 
Hillete to Cape Mugford, averaging twenty miles in depth from the mouths of the fiords seaward, 
"3. Outside of the islands, an<.a. about fifteen miles seaward from shore, are numerous bank~ 
and shoals, which form the great autumnal, spring, and summer feeding grounds of the cod; while 
outside the shoals there appears to be a second range of banks, which are probably their winter 
feeding ground. 
"4. The island.studded area forms an immense codfishing· ground, which covers between 
Cape Harrison (Webeck) and Cape Mugford a boat fishing.ground (exclusive of the banks or 
£hoals outside) nearly as .large as the combined area of the English and French boat fishing-
grounds on the chart of Newfoundland. 
"For the sake of distinction, I have styled the area under review 'The Northern Labrador 
tlshfog.grounds,' beginning at Cape Harrison (Webeck), and, for the present at least, terminating 
at Cape Mugford." 
The following table by Professor Hind shows approximately the area of the boat fishing-grounds 
ab?ut the island of Newfoundland, as compared with those of Ncrthern Labrador. From this 
table it will be seen that the area of the Northern Labrador fishing-grounds alone, exclusive of 
the banks, is equal to about five.sixths the entire area of the British and French boat fishmg. 
grounds on the coast of Newfoundland. The are,a of the inner range of banks cannot be even 
a.pproximately stated. 
Oomparative table of the Northern Labrador and Newfoitndland Fishing-Ground areas. 
[In geographical square miles.] 
Cape Harrison to Mugford, 260 1~1iles, average 20 miles deep ________ ..... __ .....•......... 5,200 
NEWFOUNDLAND BOAT- FISHERY. 
French shore, Cape Saint John via Cape Bauld to Cape Ray, 696 miles, by 3 miles deep,. . 
shore boat fishing .... _ ..... ___ ........... _ .......... _ .. ~. __ ; ...... __ ... ___ . . . . • . . . . . . 2, 088 
South shore of Newfoundland boat fishery, Cape Ray to Cape Race, 573 miles, by 3 miles 
deep, shore fishery .... _ ...•........... _ ..... ___ ........ _ . __ .. _ ....... _. _. _. _. __ .. . . • . 1, 719 
East shore of Newfoundland boat fishery, Cape Race to Cape Bonavista, 294 miles, 3 miles 
deep, shore fishery ..... _ .. _. _ •. . __ . _ .... __ . _. _ .•.••. ______ ...• _ .......... _ ... _.... . . . . 882 
Northeast shore of Newfoundland boat fishery, Cape Bonavista to Cape Saint John, 225 
miles, 3 miles deep, shore fishery_. __ .. _ ...... __ ....... _... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . • . . . 675 
Northeast shore of Newfoundland boat fishery, among islands in Bonavista Bay and Bay of 
Notre Dame, 120 miles,7miles deep ______ ···············----··-· · ·-·-···---···-··--·· 840 
Area of British Newfoundland boat fishery ______ . ___ .... _ ......... ____ ....... _·. _ .. _ .... ,. 4, 116 
Area of French N ~wfoundland boat fishery_ ............... : .... _ .... _ ............... _... 2, 088 
Total area of Newfoundland boat fishery __ .... _ ....... _ ... ___ ....•........ _ ... _... 6, 204 
Area of Northern Labrador boat fishery, Cape Harrison to Mugford .. __ ._ ..... __ ._ ..•••••. 5,200 
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Professor Hind attrjbutes the formation of the inner banks to ancient glaciers, which once 
occupied the fi~rds along the coast. Regarding this subject he wrote as follows : . 
"But the glaciers of Labrador have probably left even more valuable records m the form of 
moraines of their early existence here t~an deep fiords or innumerable islands. These are the 
shoals or banks which lie some fifteen miles outside of the islands, and on which icebergs strand 
in long lines and in groups: I have styled them the inner range of banks, to dis.tinguish them 
from a supposed o~ter range in deeper water, and where larger icebergs ~I-so sometimes take the 
ground. The inner banks, as far as they are known, are stated by fishermen to have twenty to 
forty fathoms of water on them. 
" Commander Maxwell's soundings, between Cape Harrison and Gull Island, near _ Hopedale, 
and just outside of the island zone, rarely show depths g_reater than forty fathoms. In one 
instance only, in a distance of about one hundred and ten nautical miles, is a depth of fifty-nine 
fathoms recorded." 
The character of the southernmost portion of the outer or Atlantic coast of Labrador is 
described as follows by Professor Hind: 
"The admiralty chart portrays a very important conformation of the Labrador coast line from 
Saint Lewis Sound to Spotted Island. The trend between the Battle Islands south of Saint Lewis 
Sound and the Spotted Islands (Domino River), a distance of sixty-five miles, is due north, and, 
with very few exceptions, there are no islands throughout this distance off the coast; but as soon 
as the coast line begins to turn northwest islands are numerous, an~ continually increase in 
number as fa.r as Cape Mugford, and even toward Cape Chudleigh. Between Capes Harrison and 
Mugford the island zone may be estimated as having a depth of twenty miles from the mouths of 
the fiords seaward. The causes of the general absence of islands south of Spotted Islands 
probably can be traced to the never-ceasing action ·of northern ice driven on the coast line,when 
it suddenly makes its southern bend by the influence of the· rotation of the earth · upon the Arctic 
current. This current sweeps past the L~brador with a velocity of from one and a half to two 
miles per hour, and a westerly pressure due · to the earth's rotation estimated at about eleven 
inches; that is to say, the mean level of the sea, on the coast of Labrador, is about eleven inches 
above the level it_ would assume if uninfluenced by the earth's rotation. As soon as the ice-lad~n 
current reaches the Spotted Islands, .it is in part relieved from this pressure by the trend of the 
coast from southeast to due south. Hence the current changes its course southerly and on. to the 
land. But the effect of this sudden change in the direction of the current near the shore is to 
throw the icebergs on to the coast from Spotted Islands to Cape Saint Lewis, where.they may be 
seen stranded each year in great numbers. The islands, which doubtless ever existed here, have 
been removed by constant attrition acting uninterruptedly for ages, and with the islands the 
moraines lying seaward. _ We may then trace the cause . of the vast difference between the 
distribution of stranded icebergs south of Spotted Islands and northwest of them. In· some 
cases they are stranded on_ and near the coast line, wearing it away and deepening the water near 
it, assisted by the undertow; in other cases they are stranded some fifteen .miles away from the 
island fringe, and are continually adding to the banks the debris they may bring in the form of 
mud streaks from the glacier which gave them birth in the far north and northeast. 
"It is more than probable that this di _tribution of icebergs has a very important bearing upon 
the food and feeding grounds of the cod, which justifies me for referring here in so much detail to 
the action of glacial ice." 
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The following additional accounts of the N ortbern Labrador fishing-grounds, their faunre, etc., 
are also extracted from the report of Professor Hind : 
RELA'.I.'ION PF THE CODFISH TO . STRANDED ICEBERGS.-" upon w bat forms of life do the 
codfish feed on the Northern Labrador coast, where the summers are so short, the capelin, the . 
herring, the squid, and even lance comparatively scarce, and where icebergs continually abound t 
The answer may be expressed in one word-crustaceans. These are infinite in_ number, from the 
minute sea lice of the fishermen to a large crustacean resembling a prawn. Crabs, too, are very 
numerous, as well as mollusks. Although the capelin ceases to appear on the coast in large shoa~s 
above the latitude of N ain, the herring is not numerous beyond Wkkasiksalik, the squid . is not 
found beyond Domino River, and the lance is the only known Southern Labrador fish. which visits 
the northern coast in · great 1mmbers, yet crabs, prawns, and 'herring bait,' with medusre, occur 
in vast numbers,_ and form, with mollusks, the chief food of the co~d. The officer in charge of the 
Hudson's Bay Company's post of Wkkasiksalik informed me that_ at the more remote northern 
Hudson's Bay post, if seals were left in the fall of the year for a single night in the nets, the bead 
was sure to be cleaned to the bone by the prawns. He also stated that in the northern water, 
opposite Hebron, Lampson, and Mactiwack, the cod feed on a small fish bearing a great resem-
blance ·to the ordinary _tommy cod, but the crustaceans were their chief food. The connection 
existing between ice and the foo·d of the cod is not apparent at the first glance, but when it is· 
borne in mind that infusorial forms abound in sea water in the immediate vicinity of Arctic ice, and 
that on these minute creatures larger forms of life find sustenance, which again become the food of 
crustaceans and different species of fish upon which the cod are nourished, the chain is complete, 
and the relation of stranded icebergs to fish life on the Labrador coast becomes apparent. It has , 
been shown by the labors of the United States Fishery Commission that the cod, which once 
existed to a large extent on the New England coast, has been starved out by the destruction of 
its food, and valuable fisheries ruined, but not beyond the power of restoration if the remedial 
measures suggmited are faithfully carried out and sufficient time allowed. But on the Labrador, 
particularly the northern portion, through the unfailing advent of Arctic ice, a pere,nnial supply 
of food is indirectly supplied to the cod, forbiddtng the idea of starvation on these coasts. 
· THE INNER RANGE OF BANKS.-" The foundations of the inner range of banks consist very 
probably, as stated, of glacial moraines. In their preRent state they may reasonably be assume·d 
to be formed in great part of remodeled debris, brought down by the same glaciers which excavated 
the deep fiords. The absence of deposits of sand in the form of modern beaches on every part of 
the Labrador coast visited this season ( except one) was very marked. . The exceptional area . 
observed li'es between Sandwich Bay and Hamilton Inlet, Cape Porcupine being the center. It is 
p~otected from the northern swell of the ocean by the Indian Harbor Islands and promontory. 
Here larger deposits of s~,nd are seen, covering many square miles i~ area. The reason why 
sandy beaches are not in general found on this coast, notwithstanding that enormou·s quantities 
of rock are annually ground up by the coast ice and ice pans driven on the shore, arises from 
the underfow carrying the sand seaward and depositing it on the shoals or banks outside of the 
islands. The un,dertow on this coast is remarkably strong, and it· aids the formation and exten-
sion of the inner range of banks, and . consequently of the feeding and spawning grounds of the · 
cod to a very great degree. . 
"It may be advisable here to advert to a popular error, which assumes that the depth of 
water in which an iceberg grounds is indicated by the height of the berg above the level of the· sea. 
It is commonly stated that while there is one-ninth al)ove there will be eight-ninths below the sea 
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1 Thi · · tely true only with regard to the balance of a mass of the berg, not with Jeve. s 1s approx1ma · , 
regard to height and depth. A berg may show an elevation of o~e hundred feet abov~ water and 
yet its depth below may not exceed double that amount; but its volume or mass will be about 
eight times the mass over the surface. Hence, while icebergs ground in thirty and forty fathoms 
of water they may expose a front of one hundred feet or three hundred and fifty feet, the broad 
massive base supporting a mass about one.ninth _of its volmne above the sea level." 
As to the movements of cod, Professor Hind frames the following table: 
Tabu showing the approximate mean date of arrival of . cod, mean date of departure, and mean length 





[Over, degrees of J..a.titude. Mean length of fishing season, 143 days.] 
· Looalit;r. Mean date of arrival. 
47 30 Conception Bay . . . . . • • . . . . . . . . . . . • . • . . . . . . . . . . . •.. . . . . . . June 1 
48 20 Bona vista Bay...................... . . . . . • • • . • • . • . . . • . . June 10 
48 30 Notre Dame Bay . • • . • . . • . .•.....•..•...•• ..,, ...•........ · .June 20 
50 00 Cape Saint John to Partridge Point.................... June 20 
49 30 White Bay . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • • . . • . . . . . .. • . . June 10 
51 00 Cape Rouge Harbor. .. ................................. June 10 
5130 CapeBauldtoCape.Onion .. · ························ "· · June 20 
SOUTHERN LABRADOR (A.TL.ANTIC COAST). 
[Over 3 degrees oflatitude. Mean length of fishin g season, 87 days.] 
52 00 Chateau Bay . .•..........•. . .• . ..•. . ... .. ...•.••••.. ~... June 20 · 
Batteaux . • . . . . . • . • . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . • . . . • .. July 12 
54 30 Indian Harbor. • . • . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . • . . . • . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . July 15 
54 54 Cape Harrison...................... . .................... July 18 
NOhTH.ERN LABRABOR. 
Mean date 













[Over 3i degrees of latitude. Mean length of :fishing season, 52 days.J 
55 09 Aillik . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . .•..•..•..................•.. 
55 12. Kypokok .. . ... .. . .......... ... · ·: ·· . . •. .. .. ... . ........ 
55 27 Hopedale .•..•.•. .•........ . . . . .. ...... .... . .... . .. .. .' .. 
53 30 Double Island Harbor ...... . .......................... . 
56 00 Wkkasiksalik ......................................... . 
56 30 Nain ....................... ... . ....................... . 
57 30 Okak .... .. ......... . .. ...... . . . , .... .•............ ..... 
58 30 Hebron .. . ............... ... . . .... .. .. ....... ........ ~ .. 
58 48 Lampson . •........... .. . .. . . ... . •.... ... .... • .. . ....... 



















"Over an area extending. northerly from Conception Bay for seven hundred miles the cod 
approach the shore about one week later for every degree of latitude we advance to the north. 
'rhese tables how al. o that for a period of about forty days the codfishing goes on simultane-
ously during Augu t and September, throughout the length of a coast line extending from lati· 
tude 47° to latitude 58° 30' in one continuous line, or more than seven hundred statute miles; 
hence it appear;j that the migrations of the shoals of this fish are merely from deep-water winter 
ft hing-gronn 1 t the neare t coa t spawning-ground , and from the coast to the nearest deep. 
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water feeding-grounds again. The coast migrations during the summer months appear _to be of . 
equally limited e:Ktent, and shoals of cod frequenting any particular coast may be said to be 
indigenous to it. On the Labrador, and especially in such known deep bays as Hamilton Inlet, 
the coast movements of the fish appear to be very regular, and determined t~ a large degree by 
the tidal cut-rents. The capelin generally precede the cod by a· few days, and these fish are known 
to approach the coast and enter the sandy coves for the purpose of spawning. The same law 
which guides the movement of the cod affects also the spawning of the capelin. I saw numerous 
shoals of this fish spawning in Trinity on the 27th of June. .A. month later they SJ:?awn in 
Kypokok Bay, and still later further to the north." 
PRESENT STATUS OF THE NORTHERN LABRADOR FISHERY.-".A.bout four hundreq fishing 
craft, from eighteen to ninety tons burden: are supposed to have passed Cape Harrison this 
season (1876). Taking the average of the entire fleet, they" carried each eight men, three fishing-
boats and one shore boat. Out of the thirty-two hundred hands we may assume that twenty-four 
hundred were actually engaged in :fishing. The estimated catch w~s sixty quintals per man, or 
in the aggregate one hundred and forty-four thousand quintals. This work was accomplished in 
an average aggregate of twenty-four :fishing days, and to a large extent with the jigger, that is, 
without-the use of bait. The average weight of the fish is about three pounds fresh. .Allowing 
one hundred and thirty fish to the quintal, the number taken would be about eighteen millions; 
the number wounded and lost about four million five hundred thousand, although some 
fishermen consider that one fish out of three is wounded by the jigger and lost wh.en the fish are 
very numerous." 
We h~ve quoted . this report of the Labrador :fishing-banks so much in detail mainly for its 
many valuable suggestions bearing upon several of the more southern .fishing regions, which have 
not yet been so carefully studied. It is not probable, however, th~t .American vessels will resort 
to these distant grounds for some time· to come, or until forced to do so by the _scarcity of cod in 
regions nearer home. The size of the Labrador cod is also below the standard recognized in 
United States markets. 
Herring occur at various points along the coasts of Labrador, between the Straits of Belle Isle 
and Cape Harrison, and are principally taken in the vicinity of the bays and harbors resorted . to 
by the vessels engaged in the cod :fisheries of that region. This :fishery is in season during the 
summer, but has at no time been very extensive. 
3. THE EASTERN AND SOUTHERN COASTS OF NEWFOUNDLAND. 
THE EASTERN COAST. 
The eastern coast of Newfoundland furnishes a vast area of boat :fishing-ground for cod, 
extending from Cape Race to the Straits of Belle Isle. .A.long the same side of the island, squid, 
capelin, and herring abound to a greater or less extent, and are taken for use as bait principally. 
There are no fishing-banks off this coast excepting at the ' southeast corner, just off which the • Grand Banks are located. .According to Prof. Henry Y. Hind, the extent of the shore codfishing-
grounds on the eastern side of this island is as follows: 
[In geographical square miles.] 
Cape Race to Cape Bona vista, 294 miles, 3 miles deep . • • • • • . . • . . . . . . . .•• ••• • • • • • • . • • • . • . • 882 
Cape Bonavista to C_ape Saint John, 2-is miles, 3 miles deep............................... 675 
Among the islands in Bonavista Bay ancl Bay of Notre Dame, 120 miles, 7 miles deep .. ·--~ 840 
Capo Saint _John to Cape Bauldi French shore, 300 miles, 3 miles deep..................... 900 
Total ........... •••••.••••..............•.•...••..•.......••• ~ ...• __ •..• _ • • . . • • • • • 3, 291 
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The first three estimates given in the above table are exactly_ as -Professor Hind states them; 
but the fourth estimate has been extracted-from his enumeration of the entire French shore, Cape 
Saint Jobn to Cape Ray, via Cape Banld, which lies at the outer entrance to the Straits of Belle 
Isle, on the Newfoundland side. The table given in histepor~ on this region includes _the entire 
French shore in a single item. According to the same authority,_ the length of the fisl'nn6 season 
along the different portions of this coast and the mean date of arrival an~ departure of the cod 
for the ·same are as follows : 
Table showing the approximate mean da,te of arri-val of cod, mean date of departitre, and mean length 
of the fishing season for cod on the eastern side of Newfoundland. 
I 
Mean date I Moand,.t, Mean length Lati- Locality. of close of of fishing 
tude. of arrival. fishing. season. 
0 I 
47 80 Concept.ion Bay .................................... June 1 Nov. 20 ) 
48 20 Bonavista Bay ...................................... June 10 Nov. 10 I 
48 80 Notre Dame Bay ...............•.•................. June 20 Nov. 10 l 50 00 Cape Saint John to Partridge Point ..........•..... - June 20 Nov. 1 143 days. 
49 30 White Bay ................................. · .••...... June 10 Nov. 1 j 51 00 Cape Rogue Harbor ................................ June 10 Nov. 1 
51 30 Cape Bauld to Cape Onion .......................... June 20 Oct. 20 
With reference to the construction of this table Professor Hind says: '' In framing these 
tables I have been careful to eliminate extreme seasons, for the cod have been known to approach 
the shore during an exceptionally early season a fortnight or three weeks so.?ner than ~uring the 
average of years. Although squid are abundant along the entire eastern coast, they are prin-
cipally taken as bait to sell to the United States bank fishermen, toward the southeastern extremity 
of the island, in Conception, Trinity, and Bonavista Bays. Within the past few years this region 
has also been resorted to by a few American vessels, who obtain cargoes of squid, principally by 
purchase, to sell to the French fishermen at Saint Pierre. This traffic has also been participated 
in to some extent by the provincials, and small steamers hav~ occasionally been employed to 
collect cargoes at Conception and Trinity Bays, and, perhaps, farther north. Capelin also abound 
between Saint Johns and Cape Race, and are taken by the natives for the same purpose as the 
squid. The principal loc~lities furnishing this bait are Saint John's, Broyle Harbor, and Bay of 
Bulls. The United States fishermen visit this coast only to obtain bait." 
· Notwithstanding the _privileges granted by the Washington treaty, and the award made by 
the Halifax Commission in payment for the right, to fish in these, as well as in the other, provincial 
coast waters, United Sta,tes fishermen have been frequently interfered with in the matter of fishing 
for bait along the southeastern shores of Newfoundland, and the natives have even gone so far as 
to refuse to sell bait to them, while at the same time they have threatened armed resistance to any 
persons who should attempt to ~sh for bait in waters adjacent to the shores. This direct violation 
of existing treaties has often resulted in the loss of much time to the fishermen, wp.o have been 
obliged to go elsewhere in search of bait. 
THE SOUTHERN CO.A.ST. 
The fl heries carried on on the ·outhern coa t of Newfoundland are for cod, herring, capelin, 
and squid, and to some extent al for halibut. Herring are taken by the natives to supply the 
winter trade in frozen fl h and to sell to the bank fl hermen as bait, and for the latter purpose 
cap lin are l taken i large number . The shore fl bing-grounds for cod extend along the entire 
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southern coast of Newfoundland f~om Cape Race to Cape Ray. Fishing is mostly done from small, 
open boats, but al~o, to some extent, by vessels .which go as far out as five to ten miles from shore, 
where the water is of a s~ital>le depth. They seldom fish, however, in deeper water than from fifty 
to seventy-five fathoms. The fishing-grounds are so continuous that the natives can genera,lly 
obtain fair fishing without going far from · home. The fishing season for cod is from .April to 
October. ·when in pursuit of c:1,pelin and squid, the cod approach so near the shore that_ they 
can often be taken in seines and in traps, which do not in many cases extend more than 
fifty fathoms from shore. The_ latter mode of fishing has been introduced since 1878, and has 
been more efficient than the former methods of using seines a:nd lines. The boat fishermen 
depend principally on hand-lines and trawls, but in . the spring, when bait cannot be obtained, 
they often use a jigger, which is also employed on other parts of the coast. 
Off Pass Island, there is a small tract in about one hundred and sixty fathoms, not over five to 
eight square miles in extent, where halibut were found in considerable abundance for two or-three 
years, from 1870 to 187p. During those years a considerable number of United States_ vessels 
resorted to this region, but the grounds soon became exhausted, and little or no fishing· has been 
done since. More recently halibut have been taken off Burgeo Island. The best halibut fishing 
near this coast bas been obtained about thirty miles from the main-land, longitude 58° west and 
latitude 470 8' to 47° 10' north, ·over an a.rea about ten or twelve miles square, in depths of one 
hundred and forty to two hundred and fifty fathoms. This region is no:w much . resorted to for a 
short period in the spring and sometimes even in winter. Famous halibut grounds once existed 
oft' the beach be~ween the larger and smaller ~iquelon Islands, in four to eight fathoms, ·and 
also in the channel between Saint Pierre and Miquelon. The presence of the halibut ~here was 
due to their following the capelin to the shore. The capelin usually remain about a month, and 
the halibut seldom stay longer, if as long. Halibut are rarely taken now at Miquelon beach in 
large numbers. Fortune Bay has been the great resort for vessels engaged in the frozen-herring 
trade since 1865, but this trade is not so extensive now with Newfoundland as it has been in former 
years, having been largely transferred to New Brnnswi~k. The many long and .deep arms of the 
sea which indent the southern coast of Newfoundland are frequented by immense schools of her-
ring during the winter and spring months. Cargoes can frequently be taken at numerous points 
along this shore, but, as above stated, Fortune Bay constitutes the principal fishing-ground. This 
bay is sixty-five miles long and thirty-five miles wide at the mouth, but it gradually narrows 
toward the center, where it varies in width from ten to twenty miles. The southern coast, 
although quite rugged and bold, is less· so than the northern, and has several sloping shores with_ 
sand beaches. The· northern coast is cut into by numerous deep and narrow bays or fiords, 
which are favorite spawning grounds of the herring. Long Bay, the principal fishing point, is 
usually covered with ice in the winter through mucli of its extent, but the lower portion remains 
open and permits of the seining and netting of fish. · Among other harbors formerly and now 
resorted to are Saint Jacques, Bay the North, and Rencontre. The numerous deep coves and 
harbors on the north side of Fortune Bay, as well as the sandy shores of the south side, _afford 
seining grounds for herring during the spring and early summer. Many herring f'rom these places 
are sold in the spring to the United States· bankers and to the French fishing fleet at Saint Pierre. 
·The capelin are caught with seines on the beaches of Fortune and Placentia Bays, and taken in 
small vessels to Saint Pierre by the Newfoundlanders, who sell them there fresh .to the French. 
They come in June and remain from four to six weeks. The fishing is done entirely by natives as 
. ' 
in the case of herring, and the catch is _sold to the same fishing fleets. As a rule,_ the French salt . 
FISHING GROUNDS OF NORTH .AMERICA. 
both their herring and capelin bait, hut the .Americans preserve theirs in ice. The herring remain 
on this coast more or less through the ca,pelin season and generally all summer; but while the 
latter fish are on the herring :fisheries of Fortune and Placentia Bays are more or- less neglected, 
many of the :fishermen of those regions limiting themselves chiefly to sµpplying the French 
:fishermen with capelin. / 
The .American vessels generally obtain their supplies of capelin north of Cape Race, where 
the method of capture and preservation is the same as at . the south. Placentia Bay is resorted 
to by .American vessels for both herring and capelin bait, but is _visited fo~ this purpose much 
less than Fortune Bay and other localities. Squid are taken for hait in Placentia Bay and other 
places along the south coast, but, as a rule, the .American vessels obtain their squid bait from the 
bays and harbors on the east side of the island. .A species of turbot was formerly taken in 
considerable numbers in Fortune Bay and vicinity during the winter season from 1855 to 1875. 
They were generally frozen and sold to the captains of .American vessels, who in turn sold them 
at New. York and Boston. Since the decline of the frozen-herring trade in this region, 
comparatively few .American vessels visit it in the winter season, and the turbot industry bas 
ceased, for a time at least, although the fish are probably as abundant now as at any previous time. 
4. THE GULF OF SAINT LAW_RENCE. 
GENERAL .ACC0UNT.-Fully one~half of the area of the Gulf of Saint Lawrence, including the 
bays and channels leading into it, bas a depth of water· less than sixty fathoms. This shallow 
portion, which borders the northern and eastern shores of the Gulf to a distance of from six to 
ten miles from land, but which comprises all the southwestern third at least: forms a more or less 
continuous :fishing-ground of great value and importance. Of late years, .as the :fisheries of the 
outer banks and the Gulf of Maine have been more and more developed, United States vessels 
have resorted to the Gulf of Saint Lawrence much less than in times _past, and we arc now 
rapidly becoming independent of this once much coveted :fishing-ground. 
The western coast :fishing-grounds of Newfoundland; from Cape B·auld to Cape Ray, according _ 
to Prof. H. Y. Hin~, constitute a boat-fishing area for cod nearly four hundred miles long by about 
three miles deep. The rights of this :fishery belong to the French by treaty, a privilege also 
enjoyed throughout most of its extent by citizens of the United States. .A similar :fishing-ground, 
though of less importance, borders the northern coast of the gulf and the island of .Anticosti. 
Places worthy of note along this shore are the Natashquan cod-bank and the Mingan Islands. 
This group of very small islands lies between the western end of .Anticosti and the north shore, 
and between the meridian~ of 63-::> and 64° west longitude. .About sixteen. islets, tbe largest not 
over five miles long, with a number of small rocky spots, are marked orit on the admiralty chart 
as composing the Mingan I slands. Their distance from land varies from two to seven miles, the 
depth of water among and about them varying from four to forty-seven fathoms. They are scat-
tered irregularly, the bottom between them consisting of sand, gravel, rocks, and shells. 
The southwestern portion of the Gulf furnishes by far the most extensive and important 
fishing-grounds. The area within the limits .of the sixty-fathom line reaches about one hundred 
and eighty miles eastward from the coast of New Brunswick and about one hundred and forty 
miles northward of Nova Scotia, and includes the well-known Magdalen Islands and Bradelle . 
Bank. 
There is great uniformity in the depth of water and the character of the bott9m nearly 
everywhere, the bottom bemg generally rocky and diversified with areas of greater or less extent 
of and, gravel, or mud. 
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ORI.,HAN BANK, which lies thirty-five miles a little north of east of Miscou Island, at the 
mouth of Chaleur Bay, is of very limited extent. The shallowest sounding upon it, as indicated 
on the admiralt,y chart, is twenty-five fathoms, and this appears in only one spot, while about _ 
it and within a radius of eight miles are marked from thirty-five to fifty-three fathoms. The 
character of the bank and its fauna are thus described by Mr. J. G. F. Whiteaves: 
"Tbo Orphan Bank, which is situated off the entrance to the Bay des Chaleurs, is a stony 
patch, as are most of the i.nshore fishing-banks, many of which are not indicated or defined on the 
charts. The masses of rock are usually large pieces of reddish sandstone ( often perforated by two 
species of boring bivafres, the Saxicava rugosa and Zirphcea crispata), with a small proportion of 
pieces of Laurentian gneiss, etc. Animal life is profusely abundant here, which is undoubtedly 
the reason why cou, mackerel, etc., frequent this and similar banks . in s_uch enormous numbers. 
Soft-bodied· organisms of various kinds give a special facies to this particular one. These are 
in crusting sponges; tunicates of many genera and species, some of unusual size; an Actinia 
(llfejridiitm); the common northern Alcyonium (rnbifor1?1,e); .Alcyoniciium gelatinosum; Ilydrozoa 
and Polyzoa, in great profusion, etc. Among the harder forms are an abundance of the com-
moner Echinoderms, with a few scarce species; large calcareous Polyzoa, and a large number of 
fine Crustacea. Shells arc tolerably numerous, though not nearly so much so as on the Bradelle 
Bank: and Annelids were relatively scarce." 
The character of the bottom on " Miscon Flat" and about the 1Vfagdalens is very similar to 
that of Orphan Bank, while it is probable that the Pigeon ·Hill Ground more nearly resembles 
Bradelle Bank. 
BR.ADELLE BANIL-Tbe Bradelle -Bank is of much greater extent than tl.Je Orphan Bank. 
Its center lies about fifty miles west by north of Grindstone Island, Magdalen Islands, and, as 
laid down on the charts, it covers an area of about thirty miles long from north to south, 
by about twenty miles broad from east to west. The deepest sounding ,near the edge is about 
thirty fathoms and the shallowest twenty fat,homs; the. soundings mostly range from twenty-one 
to twenty-five fathoms. The distance from the · center of Bradelle Bank to Orphan Bank is about 
forty miles, the greatest depth between being fifty fathoms. The greatest depth between Bradelle. 
Bank and the Magdalen Islands is from thirty-six to forty-two fathoms. The bottom and faunal1 
characters of Bradelle Bank are described by 1\1.r. "\Vhiteaves as follows: 
"The Bradelle Bank is also a stony patch, but the pieces of rock are usually sµrnH, and there 
is a greater admixture of gravel, sand, and n;md on this bank than upon the Orphan. Soft-bodied~ 
auimals appear to be scarce upon the former, and shells occur in unusual abundance. The assem-
blage of Hydrozoa, Echinoderms, Polyzoa, and Crustacea is much the same on both banks, though 
a few peculiar speci~s were found on each. The rarer forms found at these two places will be 
catalogued in the second part of this report. While the animal life of the shores of Cape Breton 
(except in deep water), of those of the Magdalen group aI).d of Prince Edward's Island, as well as 
that of the whole of Northumberlaucl Str~it up to the southern entrance to the Baie des Chaleun:;, 
js of-an Acadian or Southern type, the fauna of the Orphan and Bradelle Bank~ bas a decidedly 
Arctic or Northern clrnracter. The Bra(lelle Bank, in p:1rticular, presents the phenomenon of a 
small patch tcuanted by an assemblage of marine animals which usualiy inhabit very cold water, 
and almost entirely surrounded by a1.1other series, which are for the most part prevalent where the 
bottom is warmer and more affected by surface conditions of temperature." 
Mrscou r,~LA'I.' js a stretch of rocky shoal ground that makes out from Point ::Miscou in an 
east-southeast direction a distance of nearly twenty miles.. There is deptlls of water upon it of 
ten to twenty-two fathoms, the bottom gradually falling off to the outer part. 
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PIGEON-HILL oon GROUND consists of the shore soundings (four to seventeen fathoms) that 
lie from ten to twent.y miles sontheasterly from Shippegan Island, New Brunswick, and extends 
outhward along the coast about eighteen to twenty miles. 
Codfishing is pursued on all of these grounds-Bradelle Bank, Orphan Bank, Miscon Flat, 
and pjgeon-Hill Ground-only during the warm seasons of the year (May to October). 
The abundance of cod, especially of large fish, varies somewh~t with the different seasons, 
their presence in greater or less numbers being governed to a large extent by the amount of food 
(herring·, mackerel, etc.) on the ground. -Miscou Flat and Orphan Bank are noted for large 
codfisll. There are sometimes what appear to be two schools of codfish at the same time on these 
banks, one of wllich is caught in the day-time and the other only at night. The first is of small , 
s ize, but the second is extraQrdinarily large, being la:r:_ger than are found at any other locality. 
The :fishing is mostly carried on by residents of the vicinity in small boats, although some 
Nova Scotia vessels and a limited number from the United States sometimes engage in it. 
MAGDllEN ISLANDS.-The Magdale~ Islands, which lie about fifty to sixty miles northwest 
of Cape Saint Lawren~e, Cape Breton Island, form an elongate chain trending in a northeast and - - . 
southwest direction. The total length of the chain with its outlying rocks is in the neighborhood 
of fifty to fifty-five miles. 
The main group consists _of five or six small islands, separated by narrow channels varying 
in width from a few rods to half a mile. Its greatest length is thirty-six miles and its greatest 
breadth about five or six miles. ' The shores of these islands are quite irregular, being very bold 
and rocky in some portions and in others formed of stretclies of sand. 
The entire group lies toward the eastern edge of the sixty-fathom limit, but is wholly included 
within it. The surrounding area, within a distance of five or seven miles of the islands, ranges in 
depth from four to eighteen fathoms, and contains many small scattered rocky spots or reefs reach-
ing to near the surface of the water. The bottom, as indicated on the charts, is made up of sand, 
shells, stones, and rocks. A reddish sandstone predominates in the shoal water about the islands. 
Between the shallower soundings of the islands and Cape Breton Island the depth ranges from 
twenty-four to seventy-five fathoms, the deepest water extending, close along the Cape Breton 
Island coast. Formerly, when hand-lines alone were nsed, codfishing was carried on to a 
considerable extent around the entire group of h1lands ;· but since the introduction of trawls 
United States ~shermen have found it more profitable to resort elsewhere. The so-called '' sharp 
bottom" of the region, due to the many rocks and stones scattered about, unsuits it for trawl 
fishing. Now the codfishing is almost wholly carried on in the open boats of the resident 
:fishermen and by the sman vessels belonging to the British Provinces and the French Islands 
of Saint Pierre and Miquelon. A few catches of haHbut have been taken on the shoals about 
Byron Island, but the appearance of these fish in that locality is so uncertain that the halibut 
catchers rarely go there. 
CAPE NORTH FISHING-GROUND.-.A.round the northern end of Uape Breton Island _is located 
a codfishing-ground which is of considerable importance for a few weeks in the spring and early 
summer. It lies between Cape North and Saint Paul's Island, at a ~li~tance of four to fifteen 
miles from land; thence it extends westerly about fifteen miles, a,nd southwesterly, along the 
coa ... t of Cape Breton Island, as far as Limbo Cove. The shore here is high and steep, so that, 
not with tanding the close proximity of the fishing-ground, the depth of water upon the latter is 
from ixty-fi v to one hundred fathom. . The bottom is mostly tough clay, but ten to fifteen 
mile. from Janel ome rocky ridges exi t. The current sets out from the Gulf of Saint Lawrence 
toward tlJ outhea. t , oYer a portion of t he g round, althougll the direction change more or less 
wi th tli t ren 1 of tb ,·bore. 
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Strong westerly winds increase tlle strength of the current, which after a long continuation 
of them sometimes runs at the rate of two to three miles an hour. A.s a rule, however, the tides 
run slowly. Fishing is often hindered by floating :6eld ice, ~hich somedmes prevents the vessels 
from reaching the grounds until late in the season. A.bout 1860 and 1861, cod and halibut were 
found abundantly on these grounds; but later the halibut almost wholly_ disappeared, and for 
several years they have been taken only occasion.ally. Cod are still quite plentiful in May and 
June at which time they are moving slowly in by the head-land, on their way to the shoaler ' . 
grounds of the Bay of Saint Lawrence. 
This fishing-ground is resorted to b_y both provincial and United States vessels, but, owing to 
the difficulties alluded to above, the fleet is usually small. 
CoD AND HALIBUT GROUNDS.-Vessels from the U~ited States used to frequent the Gulf of 
Saint Lawrence both for cod and halibut, but mainly for the former species, until the trips became 
unprofitable from the scarcity and small size of the fish obtained, and until the introduction of 
trawls with which better results could be obtained on the outer :fishing-banks. Vessels on their ' . 
way to Nortbern Labrador wo1.1ld sometimes harbor along the shores -of the Straits of Belle Isle, 
and fish _from small boats to make up a portion of their catch. Several attempts were also made 
for cod by Gloucester vessels on the Natashquan cod-banks, Southern Labrador, but the trips 
never paid, and the grounds have since been neglected. 
l'i1rom 1863 to about 1875, Gloucester vessels resorted to the southern ~oast of Labrador, 
between the parallels of 60° and Q6° west longitude, and th~ coast of Anticosti in search of 
halibut. These fish approach quite close to the shores in pursuit of capelin or other small fish, 
and were caught in considerable numbers within two or three miles -of the coast, in five to twelve 
fathoms of water. As a rule, the halibut were of medium size and fine quality, but they were not 
nearly so plentiful ~1.s in the more recently worked "deep water" of the outer banks. The principal 
disadvantage of carrying on this fishery was that the bait (herring) had to be obtained in t~e 
southern part of the Gulf, and would often become old .and unfit for use · before a school of halibut 
could be found, as it sometimes happened that a long stretch of shore would have to be skirted in 
search of the fish; tlrn distance from market was great, and head winds were usually encountered 
on the passage, at least as far as Canso, and, :finall;y, the fish decreased-so much in numbers that 
the trips would no lo~·er pay. Vessels have visited this region within three years, but none _of 
them· have secured good catches. The halibut grounds of Anticosti were mainly on the northern 
side of the island, with tlle same depths of water as on the Labrador coast. 
The western coast of Newfoundland likewise furnished cod and halibut grounds in former years 
for United' States vessels, but they have also been nearly deserted for the outer banks. The prin-
cipal localities where halibut were taken were Saint George's Bay, Red Island, Port au Port Bay, 
Bay of Islands, and Green Point; but 'no importilnt catches have been made in any of these places 
excepting Green Point for a number of years. Gree~ Point was given up at the same time as the 
others, but :fishing began there again in 1878, and more or less fish have been taken nearly every year 
since. At Red Island, a French fishing station, .foreign vessels are not permitted to fish, but in a 
few instances the Gloucester vessels were allowed to carry away all the halibut they could secure by 
giving over to the French fishermen whatever cod were taken on their hooks. This practice has 
since been abandoned, however, and United 'States vessels have never resorted extensively to this 
region for cod. Sernral trials for cod were ma.de in the winter of 1861 and 1862, but such srnal1 
fares wAre obtained as to discourage the fishermen. Similar attempts have been occasio:naUy _made 
since then, but always with the same results, due perhaps in.ore to the severity of the weather than 
to the scarcity of fish. It, should be remembered, however, that all these attempts were made in 
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winter, while the provincials and French fish here for cod only in the summer. Much better cod 
grounds, however, lie nearer the co·asts of the States.- . . 
lYIA.CKEREL GROUNDS.-No positive rules ca~ be laid <lown as to the appearance of mackerel 
on tlle several grouuds of the Gulf of Saint Lawrence. :Formerly, when these grounds were largely 
resorted to by vessels from New Epg1and, the :fishing was principally carried on in the early part 
of the season (June and July) north of Prince Edward's Island and between there and Cape Gaspe. 
This section embraced tlrn "West Shore" from Escuminac to Point Miscon, the Bay of Ohaleur, 
Bradelle Bank, o;phan Bank, and the adjacent waters. Later in the season, August and Septem-
ber, the vessels generally visited the waters along the north side of Prince Edward's Island and 
about the l\fagdalen Islands. During some years, however, the :fishing was continued on tlie first-
mentioned ground throughout the ~nti.re s~umner. As the season advanced, mackerel were generally 
found iu the greatest abundance in the extreme southern parts of the Gulf; especially about 
the eastern point of Prince Edward's Island, the p_orth side of Cape Breton Island, in Saint George's 
Bay, an<l also about the l\Iagdalen Islands. The principa~ points where good catches were usually 
obtained on the coast of Cape Breton were in the vicinity of Sea Wolf Island and Uheticamp Island. 
These places were generally the last visited in the fall. .As a rule, when the mackerel were found 
here at all they occurred in grea,t abundance; but when the schools left this region they were rarely 
seen again the same season. Mackerel have also been taken in great numbers along the east coast 
of Cape Breton Island, between the entrance to Gre_at Bras d'Or Lake and Flint Island, and good 
catches have been obtained there from July until late in October. Their appearance in this region 
has not always been regular, however, and a season of great abundance is often followed by one 
of extreme scarcity. 
Although the mo~ernents of mackerel in the Gulf of Saint Lawrence during the summer and 
fall months are about as has been described above, they are subject to certain variations at 
different periods, and it occasionally happens that good fares are obtained · about the north shore 
of Prince Edward's Island early ~n the season. Again, this locality may furnish the best fishing 
during August and September one year, and the next year mackerel may be scarce ther~ though 
very abundant in other portions of the Gulf. The appearance of large bodies of mackerel in the 
<lifferent localities is doubtless much influenced by the abundance of food, the direction and strength 
of the prevailing winds, and by other causes not so well understood. 
In exceptional instances, fares of mackerel have been obtained at the Seven Islands, and 
Mingan Island , on the southern co,1st of Labrador, and also at the mouth of the Saint Lawrence 
River, from Cape Cbat.te to Cape Gaspe. On one occasion, at least, a fare was also obtained at Port 
au Port, on the we t coast of N~wfoundland. These catches, with the exception of the last named, 
were obtained chiefly by the crews in boats, either with hooks an<l lines or with seines, while the 
ves els lay at anchor in the harbors. 
The vessel vi iting the northern fishing-grounds were usually provided with a number of 
dorie , and, after the schooners were securely moored, the men would start out at daylight in tbe 
boat , trying for mackerel in tlle coves and along-tlrn shores where the vessels could not be taken. 
A the mac1Terel were ecured they were carried on board the schooners, dressed and salted. 
The fr·hino· grounds of the Gulf of Saint Lawrence, though a favorite resort for mackerel 
· tch r wllen thi. fl. hery wa carried on exclusively with hook and line, are not well adapted 
t th u of pur - ine , whicll are the principal apparatus now employed in the capture of 
mack r 1. Tll localitie · to which they u ually re ort are too shallow for purse-seines, and, again, 
th mack r l app ar le frequ utly at the urface in the Gulf of Saint Lawrence than off the 
c a t of th nite l ~ tare , and though th y may occur at the former place in large numbers, 
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tlieir presence is not generally as readily detected. Another hinderance to seining in the Gulf is 
tbe greater prevalence there of stormy weather, after the month of July, than on the coast of the 
United ·States. 
HERRING GR0UNDS.-The principal fishing-ground for herring in the Gulf of Saint Lawrence 
is Pleasant Bay, situated at the southern end of the Magdalen Islands, and opening broadly toward 
tlle east. The shores of the bay are bold and rocky in some places towards the north, but are low 
and sandy elsewhere. Its depth varies from three to eight fathoms, the bottom being composed 
of white sand. The herring arrive about the last of April and continue in great mimbers throughout 
the spawning season, entirely disappearing about the first of August. 
Herring also resort to various portions (?f the coast of the island of Anticosti, situated in the 
northern portion of the Gulf, about ninety miles from the Ma;gd_alens; but the principal herring 
grounds are about the North .Cape, the eastern extremity of the island. l.,ishing is at its height 
here during the month of June, and cod vessels failing to load at the l\fagdalens can reach the 
island in time to secure a fare. Until the past few years vessels have rarely, if ever, visited this 
region, as there has been an abundance or' fish in more easily accessible places. 
Herriug visit many localities ·on the coast of Newfoundland, and are taken to a greater or less 
extent iri all the bays and harbors. The principal fishing-grounds are in Fortune Bay, on the 
southern side, and in Bonne Bay and Bay of Islands, on the western side of the island. Bonne 
Ba.y, which is situated about midway between the Straits of Belle Isle and Cape Ray, is a small, 
deep-water bay, with two arms, of which the southern one is more frequented by herring, which 
. enter in large numbers. Bay--of Islands, about twenty-five miles farther south, is of larger size , 
than the above, and constitutes a more important .fishing-ground. Of its several deep-water arms, 
extending from fifteen to twenty miles inland, the most southern · one, locally kuown as the 
" Sou'west arm," furnishes the principal fishing-ground. The fish are found in this region during 
the greater part of the year. They visit it in the earlr spring to spawn, and_ remair1 through the 
season to feed upon the small crm,taceans, which are very abun~ant in these waters. These fish 
are mostly captured by the natives, who sell them to the provincial and United States vessels. 
The herring when they arrive in the .spring are quite poor, but fatten rapidly, and those 
caught in the fall are considered equal, if not sup~rior, to any others taken on the American coast. 
Vessels occasionally visit Bonne Bay and Bay of Islands in the spring, when they have failed 
to secure a catch at the Magdalens. The principal season, however, is ,during the fall, the vesse~s 
generally arriving in October and leadng before the last of December. They frequently leave 
eariier than this to prevent being: frozen in by the ice, but a number of vessels have been detained 
by this cause nearly all winter. 
A school of herring enters Saint George's Bay, between Nova Scotia and Cape Breton Island, 
in June, and remains there pne or two weeks, during which time the fish ·are usually -very 
abundant. At this season, the locality 1s visited by the United States bank fishermen in searcli of 
bait. The principal points where herring are taken on the .gulf si<le of Cape Breton Island and 
No,Ta, Scotia to sell as ha.it to the bank fishermen are Port Hood, the Judique shore, and Havre 
Bouche or Knight Inlet. 
TIDAL CURRENTS.-Prof. H. Y. Hind, in his account 1 of "the relation of the movements of 
mackerel in the Gulf of Saint Lawrence to tidal currents," describes those currents as follows: 
"Tllere is, perhaps, no part of the world where the tidal waves and resulting currents are 
distributed in such a remarkable manner as in the Gulf and estuary of the Saint Lawrence. 
1 The Effect of Fishery Cfauses of the Treaty of Washington, etc.' Halifax, 1877. 
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"'Ihe meeting and overlapping of tidal waves of different ages, that is to .say, the tide of 
to-day meeting the tide of twelve hours ago, and producing a double overlapping tide, is of rare 
occurrence, and is due to the configuration of the sea bottom conjointly with t.!1e relative position 
of islands and neighboring coast lines. . 
,, Northumberland Straits and the no~th shore of Prince Edwa:;rd's Island _afford the most· 
remarkable instances on the American continent of the meeting of tides of difterent ages, and it 
can scarcely be doubted that the long and continuous line of inshore eddies, produced in a large 
measure by this singular confluence, conjointly with the low temperature resulting from the 
mixing of cold underlying with warm surface sea-strata, is the chief cause why mackerel fishing-
grountls should be there so close inshore with such undeviating constancy. · 
, .. a,. The Prinl'e Edward's Island double t-ide.-The tidal wave, entering the Gulf of Saint 
Lawrence between Cape Breton and Newfoundland, rushes with great rapidity along the edge 
of the bank forming the boundary of the sixty-fathom line of soundings. It ~ends off lateral 
waves toward the Straits of Belle Isle an<l. toward Prince Edward's Island, while the main wave, 
\ 
following the deep water at the edge of the sixty-fathom line of soundings, pursues a rapid 
course toward and up the Lawrence estuary,_ and reaches Oare Ohatte and Point de Monts 
precisely at noon on the days of full and change of the moon. 
"Regarding for the present the lateral wave which strikes off toward the southwestern 
portion of the Gulf, we find it split into two portions by the Magdalen Islands; one-half, 
namely, the eastern part, sweeps past the shores of Cape Breton and reaches the east point of 
Prince Ed ward's Island at eight hours thirt,y mtnutes, Cape Bear at nine hours, and the middle 
of the straits opposite Hillsborough Bay at ten hours. Here it meets a flood tidal wave coming 
down No~thumberland Strait from the northwest, but this wave ·is not the other half of the 
wave which was split by the Magdalen Islands two hours before; it is the tidal wave twelve 
hours old, which has been delayed in its detour round the Borth part of the JYiagdalens and 
over the shallows of the Bradelle and Orphan Banks. A line drawn through the Magdalen 
Islands, Roche's Point, and the mouth of Hillsborough River, in Prince Edward's Island, and 
Wallace Harbor,· in Nova Scotia., will pass through the places where the overlapping of the 
confluent tidal waYes takes place, at. the full and change of the moon, near the shores of Prince 
Ed ward's Island. . . . 
"Admiral Bayfield is of opinion that these waves of differe~t ages, ~ne being twelve hours 
younger than the other, meet on the north side of the great bigq.t of Prince Edward's Island, 
between Tracadie Harbor an<l Savage Harbor. On the Admiralty charts this locality is desig-
nated by the wor<ls "Tides Meet." The current is inshore toward this point, both from North 
Point and East Point, and the effect of the indraft is to determine toward the coast line the 
floating or free-swimming food of the herring and t.he mackerel. The great bight formed by 
the concave northern coast line of Prince Ed ward's Island is the result of ages of action on the 
# part of the e confluent tidal waves dragging along the sloping beaches, and washing away the 
re nlting i1 'bris from the sandstone rocks, of which a large part of this coast line is composed. 
The c a ele. operation of the e forces is thus manifested in tlie wearing away of the shores 
mo t , ubject to their influences. 
' b. The eddy fioocl tide ·in the estuary of the Saint Lawrence.-Accor<ling to A<lmiral Bayfield, 
the floocl ti le in the estuary of the Saint Lawrence, beginning at Anticosti and proceeding some 
mile a om Ilic rn. hes up the road midchannel as far as Red Islet and Green Island, where 
1mr of it ein r o . trncted by th i. land', turn round an l, a an eddy flood tide, sweeps along 
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and down·the southern coast as far as Gaspe Basin, only a thin and narrow band of flood ti<le 
running upward between the eddy floo~ and the coast line. 
"On the days of full and change of the moon it is high water at noon both at Point de Monts 
and Cape Chatte, and high water later and later down the coast, so that at Cap-e Rozier it is one 
hour thirty minutes before it is high tide there. ,.. 
, , In other word8, the flood tide rushing up the deep midcbannel between Cape Rozier and 
Anticosti Island passed up more than an hour and a half before the eddy floocl tide returned 
coastwise to Cape Rozier. 
"Bayfield states that there is a very narrow flood tide ·close inshore running westerly along 
the Gaspe coast inside of the eddy flood. These currents moving so constantly in opposite direc-
tions, and close inshore, tend to produce the continuous line of eddies which cause the free-
swimming food of the mackerel to be found near to the land, and make that portion of the estuary 
a mackerel ground. 
,; On the north shore of the estuary, between Mingan and Point de Monts, the periods of high 
water at full change of the moon are ·altogether different. The tidal wave reaches Mingan Island 
at 1.30, Seven Islands at i.40, Cawee Island at 1.50, English Point at 2, and ~ few miles farther 
on it meets the ebb tide two hours old sweeping past Point de Monts. 
" The flood tide on the north shore is only about three leagues broad. The tStrength of the 
stream. is greatest inshore, and beyond three leagues from the coas_~ it becomes insensible.I 
"The eddies produced in the bays between Moisie and Point de Monts by this inshore flood 
tide throw in and keep the food n~ar the coast line. 
"Hence it is that the flood tide on the north shore flowing westerly and the eddy flood on 
the south shore flowing easterly, with a thin belt of westerly flowing flood between it and the 
land, produce inshore eddies, which concentrate the free-swimming food of the mackerel, Iiereaf~er 
described, on these coasts. 
"The strength of the current in deep water off shore, on the south coast of the estuary of thfl 
Saint Lawrence, is stated to be sufficient to prevent fishing operations there, thus offering a 
practical difficulty, which is repeated on some parts of the northern shore during high tides. 
"In the Bay of Chalenrs, where the tides are regular, the mac_kerel ground of the day depends 
upon the wind. A southerly wind converts the south side of the bay into a lee shore, and the 
.fish are found chiefly on that side, especially toward Nepissiguit Bay. When the wind is north-
erly the Gaspe becomes a lee shore, and the fish are chiefly found between Bonaventure Island 
and Paspebiac, and on tqward Cascapedia Bay. It has already been observed that mackerel 
and surface feeders generally swim with open mouths against the wind and tide. The cause 
which brings the mackerel from the south shore to the north shore arises from the fact t,hat in 
the natural pursuit of their surface food against the wind they are brought up by the land, 
an<l finding food in the tidal eddies there, they pursue their course inshore against the tid~l 
currents, until a change in the wind induces them to cross again to the opposite shore, where-
8imilar conditions prevail. On the gulf coast of Cape Breton the set of the currents is oftentimes-
inshore." 
5. THE OUTER COASTS OF CAPE BRETON ISLAND AND NOVA SCOTIA, INCLUDING THE BAY 
OF FUNDY. 
OUTER COAST OF CAPE BRETON ISLA.ND .A.ND Nov A SCOTIA..-Shore fishing-grounds for cod 
exist along the entire outer coast of this region. They are located on the so-called shore soundings, 
which range in depth from about ten to fifty fathoms, the average width of this coast belt being 
1 Sailing Directions 'for the Saint Lawrence. 
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.Fi ino· i mo tl_y ni don be o d tbr mile from slJore, tl.10ugh omP 
at· fi ·l mu ·h farther in, and h1 bout tlle fir t of Ma and la ·t until October; it j mainly 
in th hau 1: f th proYincial , although c fi w ,e I from th Unit cl States re.--ort to the regiou 
·• ·i( na11y. nn Bank i a od-fi bing ground on the hore oundings off th east end 
r ton I 1, nc.l wl1ich i mainl, fi he<l upon by th p ople living on the adjacent bores. 
I or .. nmnl> r f · ar eral merican e els wer in the habit of vi iting tb.e ltalibut. 
gr nnd in th Yieinity of Flint I ·land and Scatari I land, ()ape Breton, a,nd a number of good 
fc r , of halibut w r obtained ther-->. The grounds were of small extent, however, and soon became 
xhau tecl. "'" important trips ha e -been made to that region ince 1875. Ifalibut have rarely 
been taken in large quantitie on the coa t of Nova Scotia. 
Ilerriug ar abundant at numerous point along this coa t, and are mainly taken to supply the 
• Unit d tate and provjncial vessels with bait. The Peninsula of Ilalifax, especially about Pros-
pect, i a great baiting tation, and other imilar stations occur all along bore between Cape Sable 
and C, n o. ..fackerel make their appearance about the western part of Nova Scotia in May, and 
follow ca tward along the coast until they arrive at Cape Canso, where they turn northward, 
nt ring Chedabucto Bay ansl passing through the Strait of Canso into the Gulf of Saint Lawrence. 
They come from the south and south e -t, and appear to strike the entire coa t at very nearly the 
ame time, arriving at the ea tern end, however, a little later than at the western, the schools 
gradually workin ea twardly. At the same time large quantitie of mackerel pass around the 
a tend of ape Breton I land and thu reach the Gulf of Saint Lawrence. In the fall they return 
by th ame route, and c ntinue to pass up tlle coast until about the la t of November; but some 
a on th y r maiu later and oth r they are earlier in their migration toward the south. .As a 
rul , no rnacker l of any account ar on tbi coa t from · the 1 t of July to the 15th or 20th of 
S ptember; , ·orue ·choo1 of ,mall :fi h remain the entire ·umm r. Th y are captured in gill-nets, 
eine , pou11d.·, mid trap ; uut during their fa11 migrations it is not always safe to set the nets 
far from I. n 1 n , count of the s verity of the weather. Tue mackerel fishery of the coast of 
Zo cotia an 1 • outh rn Cape Breton i of light importance compared with that of the Gulf of 
aint Lawreu , a the fl b remain in the fir t-rn ntfoned localiti !-I for a much , horter time, and 
are taken only y th uatiYe, alont,· tlle coa. t. 
~TD .-rue uly important fl ·hery at present in th Bay of Fundy is tlrnt for 
herring. l\Iack r l occa ion, lly cnt r Saint Mary ay and other place at the mouth of the Ba.y 
of Fumly, and from 1 33 to J 50 thi. r gion wa con ' idered a famous mackerel ground. During 
tll la t thirty year , how ver it ha been but rarely vi ited by United States Yessels. Fair 
atches f hali nt wer form rly obtained at the month of the bay, in from thirty to sixty fathoms, 
v n forth r in than Bry '' I lan<l, bn for the past fifteen years this fishing, like that for 
mack r 1 ha n t b n pr fitabl . od.fi bing i arried on near tbe mouth of the bay, but not to any 
r ,at xtent, mainly becau " of the tr ng tide , which are not favorable to it. The Grand Manan 
I jp, w re form rly them t elebrated herring-ground on the northern coa t, and were mucll 
1 • rt <l to m rican v-e el·. The fl hery ha,, however, been gradually tran ·forred to tlle coa t 
f th main-lan<l < ont th mouth of th Bay of F?n<ly, pecially on tlle north idc, alt.hough 
ck tak n in · n ·id ruble qnantiti in ~m<l. a out Saint Mary'. Bay, on t:!Je southern 
h nfog approa h r ml Ianan in nJ.r, and r n air; th r until the middle of September 
l, t f b r tb r .- ·h l' arriY upon tl1 ·bor of the main-laud about Uampo-
au 1.. t r dnriO"' mid wint r t~ wat r betwe Eastport, l\faj"ue, and Poiut Le Preau, 
with them. Tb y nt r < hJt .Andrew~ Bay and remain tmW 
la c jn th gin t tbe w . tw, r 1 comm0n in<Y fir. t abont Grand l\fana11 and 
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Campobello, and continues later about Point Le Preau and in Saint Andrew's Bay. These fish are 
taken to supply the frozen-herring and sardine trade, and to sell to the bank fishermen as bait. 
There are a few distinct grounds for hook and line fishing at the mouth of the Eay of Fundy, 
located and characterized as follows : 
THE WOLVES HADDOCK GROUNDS.--Around tlle group of islands called the Wolyes, which 
lie off the southwest coast '!_f New Brunswick, the bottom is composed of rocks and gravel for a 
distance averaging about tluee-quarters of a mile from the shore. This narrow strip is a fayorite 
haddock-ground, and is much resorted to by the sm~ll boat fishermen of -the vicinity, and also by 
others from Eastport and Lubec, Maine. The depths Yary from eighteen to thirty-four fathoms, 
and the bottom is somewhat broken and irregular. 
Small haddock-grounds also exist close inshore to the westward of the northern end of 0,-rand 
l\fanan. The outer edge lies about half a mile off shore, the length of the ground being about two 
miles and the depth of ·water from fifteen to forty fathoms. 
THE Mun is a broad area of muddy bottom, forming the channel to the eastward of Campo-
bello Island, beginning in the north to the westward of the Wolves and extending southward to 
between West Quoddy Head an.d Grand Manan. The -western edge of this ground lies ab6i.1t two 
miles off Campobello, aucl its width averages about _three and a half miles. The depths Yary 
from thirty-nine to sixty fathoms, the bottom consisting of soft mud. _ This is the best ground for 
bake in this vicinity, and fa resorted to by small vessels and open boats from Westeri.1 New 
Brunswick and Eastern Maine. 
POLLOCK GROUNDS.-Two pollock grounds occur in this vicinity, both lying to the westward 
of the northern part of Campobello Island. One lies just to the eastward of, and very near to, 
Indian Island, and is formed of strong tidal eddies. Another lies· at the mouth of the channel -
between Campobello and Casco Bay Island, being clm1e to the eastern shore of the latter island, 
and likewise is a,n area of strong tidal eddies. Both of these grounds. are of limited extent and · 
of less importance now than formerly, but. they are stiJl mnch resorted to by the small boats of 
the vicinity. 
TI~MPERA'I.'URES IN THE EAY OF FUND:Y.-The following obseryations, made during August, 
1872, by the U nitecl States Fish Commission, will serve to indicate the summer temperatures of 
the surface and bottom waters at the mouth of the Bay of Fundy. They are too few in number, 
' . 
however, and extend over too short a period, to be of much value in making comparisons with t!Je 
temperatures of other regions which have been more fully worked up. 
The s.urface temperature to the east of Grand l\fanan, ?,t distances Yarying from two and a 
half to ten miles from the island, during August 23 and 24, 1872, ranged from 48° F. to 53° F. 
Within the same area the bottom temperatures, taken at the same time, were as follows: Two 
miles from the island, depth twent,y-nine fathoms, 44° F.; two and one-half miles from the island, 
depth twenty-eight to fifty-two fathoms, 39¼° F. ; eight to ten miles from the island, depth from 
ninety to one hundred and five fathoms, 37-i;o F. to 330 F. 
To the westward of Grand Manan, at distances of three to -six miles from land, the surface 
temperatures ou August 28, 1872, ranged from 47° F. to 48° F. The bottom temperatures of the 
same area, at depths of fort.y to fifty-five fathoms, varied from 400 F. to 450 F. 
Just east of Campobello Island, on the fishing-ground called the '' 1\:Iud," the surface 
temperatures from August 2 to 16, 1872, varied from 48½° F. to 57½o F. The bottom temperature 
at twenty-five fathoms was 47° F.; at·sixty fathoms 43° F.; at ejghty fathoms 39¾o F. , 
In Passamaquoddy Bay, between Deer Island and the coast of Maine, in depths of water 
ranging from thirty to seventy fathoms, the surface temperature was 430 F., and · the bottom 
temperatures from 45° F. to 460 F. 
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6. THE COAST OF MAINE. 
·o ·.·T.- ithin th limit· of th i ·ty-fatlrnm liue, ,,hich lies at an ayerage 
i. t, 11 • ft n mil from tlJ coa t, there o cm n. Yery large number of rocky or 
"Ta 11,- pat ·b ·>" wbi ·h , re tb favorit re ort for cod, ha<ldock, and pollock, while on the muddy 
w u bake ar ,euer,1lly found in greater or les · a1mndm~ce_during the summer. Iu 
gr und , of w hicb. p ial <le cription are given on the following pages, there are 
many th2r bank mo tly f ~ mall iz , ·itnated in the bays and among the numerous islands 
1 ttiug th oast line, on which the differer!t pecies of the cod family can be taken. These 
b, uk with the interrnniug- valley,, form n, more or less continuous and riuh :fishing-ground, 
bordc1-ino· th ntir coa t of l\faii!e. During a part of the summer, when the dogfish have driven 
away n arly all of the fl 'h from the outer grounds lying off the coa t, good fishing can generally 
be btain l ne, r land. Ilerring and mackerel are also very abundant in their season along the 
ntir coa t. Tile former spedes i caught in large ~umbers in weirs and gill-nets, placed for their 
capture arournl tlle outer i ·lands and in the numerous bays and harbors which indent the coast. 
From June to Nqvember immen e quantities of mackerel vi it the coa t of Maine; they are often 
o abundant as to enter the bays, large schools being met with ome distance inside of the coast 
line, as far inland, in fact, as the saltness of the water will permit. Tlle deeper water off this 
coa ti , however, better suited to their capture, as described el ·ewhere. 
Lob ter are more abundant on the coast of Maine than elsewhere within the territory of 
tlie United States. In some localities they are captured throughout the year, and doubtless the 
ea on might be a continuous nearly everywhere were the demands sufficient to warrant their 
being taken at all time . In the summer they enter all the bays and estuaries, and some generally 
, c nd a far a the wat r is sufficiently salt for them. 
The oft clam (Mya arenaria) al o abounds on the shores of the l\'Iaine coast. It is extensively 
n~ cl a food and a bait for cod and ther fl h. Large quantitie~ are salted annually to sell as bait 
to tb lank fleet. 
On the following page , brief d criptions aro given of the principal inshore :fishing-banks, 
the majority of which lie within the ixty-fathom line. Some of those lying just without this 
limit, in part or who11y, are, howeYer, also included here, as belonging to the same series of 
gronn 1 · and a being Yi it <l by the same clas of :fishing boats. This list, although it cannot 
l> ·ou id re<l a omplete, probably contains nearly all the :fishing-grounds of any size that 
can 1 1i ·tiuctiv ly mark< cl off from the general ft bing area of the coast. 
GRO NDS OFF i\100S-A-BEC LIGIIT. 
LGKE'' \, CK ear outh y east from l\Ioos-a-bec light; distance, three miles. It is 
11 arl · ·ircular in nt1ine, about one mile in diameter, with depths of twenty-five to thirty-five 
fa.th m · an 1 a ott m of rock , gravel, and mud. Hake, cod, and pollock, together with a few 
hn<ldo ·k, ar tak u on this rock y the small-boat fl hermen. 
_.,.E "FOU~D nouND.-Thi · i a mall rocky spot, not more than one-fourth of a mile in 
r h, ,iug in the c nt r au aut matic buoy, placed tllere by the Government as a gnide to 
,·e:: l · onn<l r fr m the Bay f Fu dy. It bear south by west from Moos-a-bee light-house, 
fr m '·hi ·h th u y i · li tan ab nt three mile . The depth i eighteen fathoms. This ground 
r .. l t · , i w m, 11-1 t fl h rmen u ing hand-line . 
E.·py·: CK Ii . five mil onthwe b · .·outh from ~loo -a-bee light-house. lt is 
f , mil it cliam t r with a le th f thirty fa horn. , the bottom being quite lernl. 
rt d · mall oa 11 n<l-lin ·· uly b ing use 1. 
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HANDSPIKE GROUND.-This is a small rocky shoal, lying eight miles southwest by south 
from ~Ioos-a-bec light-house: It is nearly circular in outline, about half a mile iu diameter, and 
with depths of thirty-five to forty fathoms. 
1 
.,. 
WESTERN EGG Roc1c lies eight miles southwest from Moos-a-bee light-house. Its length, 
in a northeast and southwest direction, is three n;iles and its breadth one mile. The depths 
range from twenty to thirty-five fathoms, and the bottom is irregular, sharp, aud rocky, being 
too rough for trawls; hand-lines are, therefore, almost wholl:y used by the boat-fishermen, who , 
resort to it in summer for cod ancl pol.lock. 
OLD EGG ROCK bears west southwest from l\foo~-a-bec light-house; distance, six miles. 
It extends three miles in a southwest and northeast direction, and is one mile wide. The 
bottom is rocky' :\Vith depths ranging from twenty-five to thirty-five fathoms. It is prin-
cipally resorted to by small boats in pursuit of encl and pollock, wh_ich are mainly taken with 
hand-lines. though trawls·are occasionally used. 
MIDDLE RIDGE lies tbi·ee miles west by s9nth from Moos-a-bee light-house, aucl exte11ds 
one mile northeast and southwest, the width being one-half mile. The depth varies from eighteen 
to twenty-five _ fathoms, the bottom beiug rocky and rough. It is occasionally resorted to by 
small-boat fishermen, using hand-lines only, but only a few fish are taken. 
BROKEN GROUND is a large piece of broken bottom, the eastern encl of which bears south 
by east fifteen miles from Moos-a-bee light, whence the ground extends west-southwest to wit,hin 
four miles of Mount Desert Rock; its average width is about one mile. The depths vary from 
fifteen to one hundred fathoms, the shoaler portions being sharp and r_ocky, and the deep places 
consisting of clay and gravel. Some of the SP,ots are_ half a mile long, and others from one to 
three miles in diameter, with an average depth of seventy fathoms. Cod are taken on the outside 
of the grounds, pollock and small cod on the shoals, and hake on the inside. By some this is 
considered the best fishing-ground on the coast. Several of the spots have special nam~s, as 
"Orawley's Rock," "Puzzling Rock," '' Lenke's Rock," and "The Ridges." Fishing continues four 
months-from June 1 to September 30. Herring are abundant here in their season and are used 
in large quantities for bait. 
The Ridges, which form a part of the "Broken Ground," bear south from Moos-a bee; 
distance to the center, nine miles. They are seven miles long, southwest and northeast; two 
miles wide, and liave a depth of from thirty to thirty-five fathoms. The bottom consists of rocks 
and gravel, on which cod and pollock are abundant. 
,, Crawley's Rock bears south seventeen miles from Moos-a-bee light, and has a ·shoal of about 
fifteen acres in extent, with a depth of fifteen fathoms and a bottom of sharp rocks. 
Puzzling Rock bears south fourteen miles from Moos-a-bee light, and bas a shoal about half a 
mile in diameter, on which the depth of water is fifteen. fathoms, and the bot._tom sharp and rocky. 
GROUNDS OFF PETIT l\f.A.N.A.N. 
• 
TrnBETT's LEDGE bears about east from Petit l\fanan; distance, four to five miles. (Marks: 
Schoodic Island, OYer the green island of Petit Manan, and the Ladle, over Nash's Island.) This 
ledge consists of t"\rn rocky shoals, vdth a depth of three to three and a half fathoms. The shoals 
are only about one acre in extent and a quarter of a mile apart, bearing northwest and southeast 
from each other. To the westward of these shoals the ground is broken nearly to Petit Manan, 
and ~bis section is a favorite resort for small boats. To the eastward, however, the ledge drops 
off suddenly into mud. In May, large cod are caught over the mnddy bot.tom, just to the eastward 
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of th ledg , in a depth of twenty- even to thirty-four fathoms. In the spriug of 1880, three men, 
with hand-Jin , caught three lrnudred cod here in ~ single day. 
BEN s GROUND bears east-southea t from Petit I\lanan; diRtance, four to five miles. (Marks: 
Petit fanan light, to the northwar<l of the high or middle bill of Mount Desert; and Humpback 
Mountain on tlle we t side of Trafton'8 Island, or Pond Island ligllt-house, to the eastward of 
Jordan , Delight) This ground is circular in shape, :Vith a diameter of about three-fourths of a 
mile, and ha a very irregular bottom of rocks and mud. The depths range from fourteen to 
thirty fathom . This ground is at present of but little importance, but is occasionally visited by 
the boat-fislrnrmen in summer for cod and haddock; on muddy bottom, in the immediate Yicinity, 
lrnke grounds occur. 
So TIIEAST RocK.-Tbis is a ledge wliich becomes nearly uncovered at low water on its 
shoale t part. It bears south-southeast from Petit Manan; distance, four and one half miles. 
From tbe shoaler portion of the ledge the bottom slopes off towards. the northeast a distance 
of four miles, with an irregular . bottom, the depth iucreasing from seventeen to thirty fathoms. 
The shoal portions are rocky, while the deeper places lJetwee-p. are generally muddy. Cod aud 
haddock are taken on this ground by tlJe boat fishci·men in 1\fay and J uuc, but from J u1y to 
September bake are the most common fish. 
BROKEN RIDGES," JOE RAY GR0UND."-'rhis ground bears south-SOl!theast from Petit 
l\Ianan, from which the center is seven miles distant. It is two miles long i~ a southwest and 
northeast direction, and one mile wi<le, the depths ranging from twenty-seven to thirty-three 
fathoms. Tl1e bottom is very uneven, and consists of rocks and mud. Tbe shoalest pa1t of the 
ground is near the ceuter.' The depths vary so greatly over short distances that a boat at anchor, 
swingiug with tlle tide, may find a difference in depth of from fi rn to six fathoms. This . grouud 
i' considered Yery good for cod and haddock. It is resorted to by sma11 vessels iu the spring . 
and by open boats during the summer. 
BLACK LEDGES GROUND.-Tbis is au excellent fishing·-ground for lladdock, situated between 
''Jordan's Delight" a11d the " Halibut" or " Black Ledges." Tl:e fi~h strike in very plentifully 
iu summer, probably in pursuit of herring. One day, in the first part of July, 1879, three persons 
in one boat, with a trawl of seven hundred hooks, took eleven hundred haddock hy under-running 
on this ground, and more than five thousand haddock were probably taken tliere tba.t day by 
all of the sma11 boats fishing there. Tbe haddock do not usually l'ernain long. 
GROUNDS OFF MOUNT DESERT ISLAND. 
DAKEH,'.' lsLAl\D RIDGE.-This is a narrow ridge making out from Baker's Islan<l in au east 
by uorth directiou. The eastern part bears_ south by east from Schoodic Island, from which it is 
di tant three-fourth of a, mile. The ridge is much broken, with an average width of one-lialf 
/ . 
mile, and depth vnrying from twenty to twenty-fiv(' fathom . The bottom is rocky· in some 
place. and gmvelly in otller . .As a rule, but little fishing js done on the sl10aler portions of the 
ridge, lrnt•where the bottom lope off to depths of thirty to tbirty-fr\'e fathoms, with a bottom 
of muu, llak are generally quite abundant from July to October inclu ive. During tlrnt season 
tlte ~rouml i - re 'orted to by small Yes el and open boats. 
IARTfi'i ,' GRO-GND.-The center of tui ground b ars west-southwest from Sclioodic Point, 
from ·whi ·b it i: di:tant about tllrec miie . It j,- a rocky patch, with depth s of fifteen to 
twenty-fiv f. tb m . It, xten doe not exceed four or :fixe acres. Tllis i. not an important 
fi ·bing-gr mid but i om time· r ~ortccl to by th boat-fi:h rmea in the fall, when a limited 
nmo11nt of cod , r tnken with hancl -li,w, . 
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EGG RocK BROKEN GROUND.-Tbis is a rocky ridge which makes ont in a south by west 
direction from .Egg Rock le.dges a distance of about two miles, and has a width of about half 
a mile. The bottom is irregular, and the depth of water . ranges from nine to fifteen fathoms. 
This ridge, together with Martin's and Seavey's- Grounds, di-vide the western or Baker's Island 
mud channel from the Schoodic mud channel, both of which are good hake grounds, with depths 
-varying from thirty to forty fatho_ms. The bottom consists of mud. Mr. Nathan Hammond, 
, of Winter Harbor, Gmildsborough, Maine, states that from 1830 to 1840 thirty to forty vessels 
were frequently seen at anchor in Baker's !sland Channel at one time~ all of them being engaged 
in catching hake. These fish are much less abundant now npon these grounds than formerly, 
but ne-vertheless they· are more or less resorted to at present by open boats and vessels during 
the summer, and large catches are still taken by the local fishermen. 
INNER ScHoomc RIDGE bear·s southeast by south from Baker's Island, from which the 
center of the ground is twelve miles distant. It is nearly circular in shape, with a diameter 
of-about four miles, the depths ranging from eighteen to sixty fathoms. The bottom is composed 
of rocks, gravel, and mud; -the shoaler portions are sharp and rocky. 
OU'.l'ER Scnoomc RIDGE.-The northwest part of this ridge bears southeast from Baker's 
Island, from which it is distant twenty-two miles. It is about eight miles long in a southwest and 
no1theast direction, being nearly parallel with the neighboring coast. In the widest part its 
breadth is about six miles. The bottom, which is composed of rocks and gravel in the shoaler 
parts and of mud in the <leeper portions, is qtdte broken and irregular, tbe depths of water 
varying from twenty-two to eighty fathoms. This ridge lies se_ven miles outside of the Inner 
Schoodic Ridge, and is considered one of the best shore :fishing-grounds on the coast of Maine. 
l\foUNT DESERT INNER RIDGE.-The, center of this ground lJears southeast one-quarter east 
from Schoodic Island, about fifteen miles distant. It extends four miles jn a west by south 
and east by north direction, and has a width of half a mile, the depths ranging from thirty to 
forty-five fathoms. On the shoaler parts the bottom is rocky, but elsewhere it consists of sand 
and gravel. It is considered a good fishing-ground for several species of the cod family duriug 
April, at which time both trawls and hand-lines are used. 
MOUNT DESERT OUTER RIDGE bears southe~st by east from tlie big hill of Mount 
Desert Island. The distance from Schoodic Island. to the center of this ground is twenty-five 
miles. It is two miles long, east b:y north and west by south, and about three-fonrt~s of a mile 
wide. The depths vary from forty-five to sixty fathoms. On the shoal part the bottom is rocky, 
but toward the sides sand and clay predominate. Although of small size, this is considered a 
good fishing-ground for cod, etc., from April to July. Fi;hing is done principally with trawls. 
ENOCH'S SHOAL bears east-northeast from Great Duck Island; distance, three miles. This 
is a sma'Il -hummock on the outer part of a ridge that extends out to it from. Big Duck Island. It 
-has a sharp, rocky bottom, and an average depth of eighteen fathoms. 
BANK'S GROUND.-The center bears southeast by south from Great Duck Island, from which 
it is distant five miles. This is a small patch of gTou~d, about one-·and one-half miles long, in a 
southwest ancl northeast direction, by one-fourth of a, mile . wide, and has depths varying from 
thirty-five to :fifty fathoms; the bottom is muddy. It is principally resorted to b;y the snrnll-
boat hake fishermen. 
SHELL GROUND bears southeast from Long Island Hea<l, from which the center of the 
ground is distant about six miles. It extends two miles in a southwest and northeast direction 
. ' 
and is about half a mile wide. It has a shoal of twenty-five fathoms in the middle portion, the 
bottom of which is composed of sharp rocks. On all sides of this shoal the bottom is quite 
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irregular, consisting of pebbles and mud . . The greatest depth near the edge of the bank is about 
fifty fathoms. This grouud is especially good for haddock in July and August, during which 
month it is resorted to by the small boats of the region, the fishing being carried on principally 
by means of trawls . 
.ABNER GROUND bears south-southeast from Gott's Island; distance, eight miles. It 
extends one and one-half miles in a northeast and southwest direction, and is one-fourth of a mile 
wide. The bottom, which is composed of rocks and mud, is broken, the depth of water ranging 
from twenty-five to fifty fathoms. This is a good haddock ground in July and August, and is 
visited by the same class of fishermen that resort to " Shell Ground" and other similar places 
in that vicinity. 
GROUNDS OFF ISLE .AU HAUTE. 
GRUMP.Y.-The Grumpy bears southeast from the western head of Isle au Haute; distance, 
ten miles. This ground is two and one-half miles long, northeast and southwest, by three-fourths 
of a mile wide, and · has a small shoal of fifteen fath?ms on the northeast part. The general 
depth varies from thirty-five to forty fathoms, the l:lottom being gmvelly. It is considered one · 
of the best inshore grounds for cod the entire year, for haddock in the winter, and hake, just off 
the edge, in the summer. Both trawls and hand-lines _are used. 
HATCHELL GROUND bears southeast by east three-quarters east, about nine and one-half 
miles, from the western head of Isle au Haute, the marks being as follows : Eastern Mount 
Desert Hill in the middle saddle of Long Island, and Little Spoon Island in the great or center 
saddle of Isle au Haute. This ·ground is but little more than a mile in diameter, and is said to 
have a shoal of fifteen fathol!ls, which is so small, however, as to be difficult to find. The general 
depth varies from twenty-five to forty fathoms, the shoalest part being in the middle of the 
ground, whence the bottom slopes off gradually on all sides. The character of the bottom is sharp 
and rocky on the shoal, but gravelly and pebbly toward the sides; at the edge of the ground the 
bottom consists of soft mud. Various low forms of animal life, the most of which serve as food 
for fishes, are constantly brought up on the hooks of the trawlers. This ground, next to the 
"Grumpy," is considered the best one insi~e of Mount Desert Rock ; cod and a few pollack are 
caught here in the spring; bake are taken on the mud near the edge of the ground in summer, 
and haddock are abundant in winter. Both hancl-lines and trawls are used. 
BLUE ·HILL GROUND bear8 east by south three-quarters south (approximate) from the 
western head of Isle an Haute; distance, about seven miles. The marks for determining the 
locality of this ground are as follows: Brimstone Island, out by the western head of Isle au 
Haute, and Blue Hill, on the west side of Marshall's Island. These marks lead to a depth of 
twenty-five fathoms on the northeast part of tlie ground, from which the bottom drops off 
graclually to the ..,outhwe t, in which direction a depth of forty fathoms is reached a mile from_ 
tlle shoaler portion, which js about half a mile wide. The bottom consists of gravel and pebbles. 
Tlli i. a good locality for cod during the spring and fall, but is best for haddock during the 
ntir winter. Both trawl and hand-lines are used. 
I r,.NER HORSE REEF bears southea t three-quarter~ east, one and a half miles, from the 
a t rn ear of I le au Haute. It contains a shoal of twenty-five fathoms, about one-eighth of a 
mile in diamet r. From thi hoal the water gradually deepens toward the northeast for a 
cli tanc of a half mile when it drop off into mud. The depth of the northeast portion is about 
thirty-fly fathom . The bottom con i ts of pebbles and gravel. This is a good ground for cod 
iu tb . pr iu aud fall and for hak , clo e to the edge in the ummer. Trawl and hand-lines are 
u. d. 
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OUTER HORSE REEF Hes but a short distance to the southwest of _the Inner Horse Reef, 
there being only a narrbw gully between the two. The shoal, which is small, and falls off rapidly 
on all sides, has a depth of thirty fathoms. Over a space a quarter of a mile in diameter the 
bottom is gravelly. This ground is resorted to for the same fish, and at the·same seasons, as the 
inner ridge. 
SOUTHWEST GROUND lies two miles southwest from the western head of Isle au Haute; is 
circular in shape, one-half mile in diameter, and has a, gravelly bottom, with deptlls of from 
thirty-five to forty fathoms. This is a good locality for large cod from A.pril to June an~ from 
September to November. A few haddock and pollock are taken with the cod. Hand-lines are 
principally used, with clam and herring bait. 
BARLEY HILL GROUND bears north-northeast from Seal Island and south-southwest from 
the western head of Isle au Ha_ute, being directly in a line between the two, and very nearly 
equidistant from each, the distance being three and one-half miles. This is a small ground, not 
over half a mile in diamet13r, circular in shape, with depths of from twenty-eight to thirty 
fa~homs, and with a mixed bottom of rocks and mud. It is a good fishing-ground for cod in .the 
fall and spring, and a few halibut are also· occasiona,lly taken upon it. Both irawls and band-
lines are used. • 
GILKEY GROUND bears south from the western head of Isle au Haute; distance, four miles. 
It extends in an east-northeast and west-southwest direction, and is about one and one-hn,lf miles 
Jong by one-third of a mile wide. It has a rocky bottom on the shoaler portion, where the depth 
is twenty-three fathoms, but it slopes off gradually to a depth of thirty-five fathoms on the 
southwest part, where the bottom i!S gravelly. The bottom is comparath ... ely smooth, and both 
trawls and hand-lines are used upon it. This is a good ground for cod during the spriug and 
fall, for haddock during the winter, ~nd for hake, near the edge, in the summer. 
Rome-Con LEDGE.-This ledge lies about one mile northeast of Seal Island (off Isle au 
Haute), and has a depth of only three and one-half fathoms on the shoalest part. Ou all sides it 
slopes off gradually for quite a djstance. The bottom consists of sharp rocks, aod is broken 
in places. This is a very fair ground for rock-cod during the spring and fall, and has always 
been considered au excellent locality -for hooking mackerel when these fish are in tllis vicinity. 
SoUTIJ;EAST GROUND A.ND GRA.VEL BOTTOM.-This is an extensive piece of :flat ground lying 
to the southward of Seal Island, the western part bearing a little east of south, and the eastern 
part about cast-southeast from the island. · It is five or six miles in diameter, and although 
forming a single stretch of ground, the eastern portion bas received the name of Southeast 
Ground, while,the western part is called the Gravel Bottom. The latter name is derived from the 
character of the bottom, which is l)ebbly and gravelly on the weste~'n part, and muddy, with 
patches of gravel., on the eastern part. The western portion has depths of from thirty-five to 
forty-five fathom§, while the eastern part varies in depth from forty to sixty fathoms. This is a 
good ground for cod in tlie spring, for hake in tlle summer, and for haddock in the winter. 
Fishing is done mostly with trawls. 
LAISDELL's GuouND.-Tbis is a small rocky spot outside of the Brandy Ledges, and is not 
more than a fourth of an acre in ~xtent. It has a depth of twenty fathoms, with a sharp, rocky 
bottom. It is considered the best fishing-ground for cod and haddock in Isle au Haute Bay. 
SADDLE-BA.CK REEF bears about south from Saddle-Back Ledge, from which the inner 
pa:i;t is distant three-fourths of a mile. It is two-thirds of a, mile long, north and south, and 
quite narrow, being not more than one-fourth of a mile in width. The depths vary from fifteen 
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t thuty-five fathom , aud the bottom is brokeu and rocky. Cod are caught <.luring May and 
Ju e wi h band-lines. 
OTTER J 'LAND REEF, SNIPPER SHIN, and WESTERN REEF.- These names are applied to 
differ nt ection of an irregular, broken piece of rocky ground, that lies about half way between 
\ inal IIav-en and Seal Island. Otter Island Reef, by wLich name the eastern section is known, 
lie al>out four miles west by south one-quarter south from the western head of Isle au Haute, 
autl ha, deptll of from ten to tweuty-:fi.ve fathoms, with a -rocky and broken bottom, on which 
trawl~ can eldom be used. It is a favorite ground for coll and haddock during all the seasons 
when tlie, e fl l.t are in shoal water, but is best for cod in the spring and for haddock in the fall. 
Snipp r Shin is only a westerly continuation of the ·otter Island Reef, and lies between it and 
the "\Ve, teru Reef. The general direction of tllis ground is about north west until it joius the 
\Ve teru Reef, which trends more to the southwe~t. It contains a shoal of seven fathoms, about 
which the water is twenty-five fathoms deep in places. The general characteristics of the ground 
arc ..,imilar to those of Otter Island Reef, but small halibut are occasionally taken in addition to 
cod and haddock. The Western Reef has the same depth and cllaracter of bottom as the other 
two pieces of ground.. 
GROUNDS OFF .A.ND •.A.BOUT MATINICUS ISL.A.ND. 
BALD RIDGES.-These ridges begin just outside of --wooden Ball Island,' and run off in a 
nearly direct line for Matinicus Rock. They are almost parallel with one another, and quite close 
together, the distance between them not being over half a mile. They are from a fourth of a mile to 
l.Jalf a mile in width each, and have depths of from :fifteen to thirty-fathoms, with a broken, rocky 
bottom. The shoalest part js distant about a mile from Wooden Ball Island, and from there 
the depth increases toward the southern end. This is a good ground for cod at all seasons when 
they are on the coast, the shoal being a favorite resort of the rock-cod. 
· HARRY MARSHALL'S GROUND bears south by west from Matinicus Rock, dista,nce~ about 
three mile ... , and has ·an area of not more than two acres. The shoaler portion bas a deptli of 
thirty-five fathoms, with gravelly bottom; on the edge the depth is forty-five fathoms, and the 
bottom consists of rocks and mud. A good ground for cod iu spring and for hake in summer. 
TnE BOUNTIES bears southeast by south half-south, distant six miles, from Wooden Ball 
Island. It is about four miles in diameter, and nearly circular in shape, with depths of forty to 
sixty fathom . The bottom consists of gravel and rocks, and is somewhat broken. It is a good 
ground for cod and cusk in the spring and fall and for haddock in the winter. 
MINERVA HuB,-'l'liis is a small gravelly spot, not more than a fourth of a mile in diameter, 
with a depth of thirty-five fathoms, and abounds in cod during the spring and fall. It bears 
outh- outheast from Matinicus Rock; distance, nearly six miles. 
:SK.A.TE BANK bears south-southeast, distant twelve miles, from Matinicus Rock; is about 
two mile in diameter, and nearly circular in shape, with depths of thirty-five 1.o sixty fathoms. 
The bottom i gravelly, but quite uneven. The be t eason for :fishing on this ground for cod 
and cusk i from April to July. 
- • r 'l'INICU So -So -,WEST GROUND.-This ground bears south-southwest frorn Matinicus 
Rock from which the inner edge i di tant about six miles. !t extends about nine miles north 
ancl ontb, ancl ha about the ame width, being nearly triangular in shape, and broadest at the 
north rn nu. th northern part there is a hoal of about thirty fathoms, two miles long east 
, n<l w , and one mile wid . Sharp rocks cover the hoal, but the ground is not ·broken and 
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southern part. Outside of the shoal the bottom is pebbly and gravelly. This is one of the best 
fishing-grounds for cod and haddock in this vicinity. Both trawls andJiand-lines are used. 
INNER BREAKER lies two miles west of the southwest point of Matinicus Island, and is a, 
rocky shoal about an acre in extent, with seven fathoms of water. From the shoal the ground 
slopes graduaJl~r jo depths of twenty-five and thirty fathoms, and this slope offers good fishing 
for cod in May and June. The bottom is rocky; and much broken, being too sharp for trawls. 
Tow-HEAD GROUND bears north by east one-half east from Matinicus Island, from which it 
is distant two and one-half miles. It bas a depth of_ from twelve to thirty fathoms; is somewhat 
irregular in shape, with a very rocky and broken bottom. The ground designated by this name 
is from two and one-half to three miles long, and from one-half to one and one-half miles wide. 
It extends in an east by south and west by north direction, and -is considered one of the best 
, . 
inside shoal grounds for cod and haddock in the bay. Hand-lines only are used. 
The entire bay, between Vinal Haven and Matinicus and the Green Islands, is full of broken, 
rocky patches of fishing-ground, certain portions of which have received local names from the 
fishermen of the vicinity. 
WESTERN or GREEN ISLAND RIDGE.-The northern portion of this ridge lies six and one-
half miles northwest by west .from Matinicus Rock, from which place it extends about seven miles 
in a south-sou~b~vest direction. Its greatest width is not over one mile; the depths vary from 
fifteen to thirty fathoms, the- bottom being broken and rocky. This is a good ground for cod in 
the spring and fall. ' 
GROUNDS OFF MATINIC ISLAND. 
MATINIO BANK is an extension of the shore soundings which make out to the southward 
and eastward of Matinic, a distance of two or three miles, with depths, outside of one and a 
half miles, of twenty-three to thirty fathoms. The bottom is quite level, consisting of rocks, 
pebbles, and grave], and abounds in cod from March until June. Just off the edge the bottom 
is soft and muddy, with depths of forty to fifty fathoms. 
MATINIC OozE.-This is a flat bottom composed of ooze and shells that makes off to the 
eastward of the Haddock Ledge and Shoal, and bears about south from Matinic. Haddock Shoal 
and the Ooze are really parts of one ground, though known to the fishermen under different na~es-., 
The Haddock Shoal is now-considered poor ground and is little resorted to. The Ooze falls off 
gra~ually, reaching a depth of fifty fathoms on the outer part. It is considered fair fishing- . 
ground for cod and haddock in the spring, and for cod and hake in the summer and fall. 
FREEMAN'S GROUND lies about six and one-half miles east f:t_om Monhegan Island, betweern 
Orn e's Ground and Matinicus Western Ground. It is about three miles long, jn· a northeast 
and southwest direction, and one mile wide. It includes a shoal of twenty fathoms on the 
southwest part, having a sharp, rocky bottom, the rest of the ground being from twenty-fi,e to 
forty fathoms deep, with a bottom of rocks, gravel, and broken shells, quite uneven in some 
places and smooth in others. This is a good ground for cod in the spring and for hake, cod, 
and pollock in the summer and fall. 
GROUNDS IN '.I.'l-IE IMMEDlA'.I.'E VICINITY OF MONHEGAN ISLAND, 
MIDDLE SHOAL, POLLOCK RIP, ALLLN's SHOAL, and DECKER'S SHOAL are small rocky 
_patches lying to the eastward of Monhegan and northerly from the Outer Shoal. They ha,v·e 
d.eptl.J.s yarying from six to thirty fathoms, and generally a sharp, rocky, and broken bottom. 
They are fished on with hand-lines for cod and pollock. 
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Another lot of mall patches lie westerly from the Outer Shoal and close to Monhegan Island. 
The e are, the Cusk Ground, with depths of from twenty to thirty-five fathoms; Gull Rock Ledge, 
a shoal of three and three-fourths fathoms; Lobster Point Ground, with depths of fifteen to thirty 
fathom ; Inner Spring Grot;nd, fifteen to thirty fathoms; and Outer Spring Ground, twenty-
five to thirty-five fathoms. All of these are fished on for cod, haddock, aQd pollock by small 
boat , principally in the early spring and late fall. Not m"rnh distinction can be made between 
these ground , a a boat may fish on several of them in the course of a single day. The Spring 
Grounds, however, are so near the harbor that they are geiwra11y the fir.st visited in the spring; 
hence the name. 
GROUNDS NOR'l.'H, NORTHEAST, .A.ND, EAST OF MONHEGAN ISL.A.ND. 
HAKE GROUND or Mun CH.A.NNEL.-This is a soft, muddy chann'el, extending from just 
outside of White Head to abreast of Monhegan Island, on the northern side. The depth varies 
from twenty to forty-five fathoms, and it was formerly one of the best hake grounds along the 
shore. It is now of less importance. 
BL.A.CK ISL.A.ND GROUND bears ea_st-northeast from Monhegan Island, from which the inner 
edge is distant about one mile. -It is about one mile in diameter, and has a small shoal of ten 
fathoms, with a sharp~ rocky bottom in the center. From this shoal the depth increases gradually 
to the edge of the ground, where it reaches forty fathoms. Beyond the depth of twenty-eight 
to thirty fathoms the bottom is grave11y and smoother. Monhegan Island boats fish on this 
ground all the season, from spring until fall, cod being caught in the spring, pollock on the 
shoal in the summer, and co~ and hake on the edge in s1:1mmer and fall. 
BURNT ISLAND INNER RIDGE bears northeast by east from Monhegan Island, from which 
the inner edge is distant about three miles. This is a broken piece of ground, with depths 
varying from fifteen to twenty fathoms, the bottom being generally rocky and gravelly, with 
occasional mud holes. It extends in a northeast direction about four miles, reaching nearly to 
the Roaring Bull Ledge, and is about half a mile wide. Cod_ are taken here in the spring, from 
.April to June, and cod and hake in the fall, from September to November. 
• BURNT ISLAND 0-rrTER RIDGE.-This runs parallel with the Inner Ridge, at a distance from 
it of about three-fourths of a mile. It has depths varying from five to twenty-five fathoms, the 
bottom being somewhat less broken than on the Inner Ridge. This ground ·is fished on for the 
same species as are taken olf the Inner Ridge. 
ORNE's GROUND bears east, distant four and one-half miles, from Monhegan Hght to the 
center. It is about a mile and a half long,-east and west, and about a mile wide, with depths 
varying from thirty to forty-five fathoms. On the shoal part the bottom consists of sharp rocks 
and is broken, but on other portions of the ground it is grawlly and pebbly and quite level. 
The shoa} lies toward the ea tern part of the ground. This is a good locality for cod. 
GROUNDS SOUTHEAST OF MONHEGAN ISL.A.ND, 
OUTER HOA.L lies about three miles southeast from Monhegan light-house. It is circular in 
shape, one and one-half miles in diameter, and has depths ranging from ten to thirty-eight 
fathom . A mall rocky shoal 0f ten fathoms is located near the center of the ground, the 
remainder having a gravelly b ttom. Cod occur here from spring until fall, and the shoal is also 
a g d locality for pollock. 
I0NHEGAN IN IBR Sou -SOUTHEAST GROUND.-This shoal bears south-southeast from 
Ionll an light-hou from which the center is di tant about :fiye miles. It is nearly circular in 
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shape, and about a mile and a quarter in diameter. It has depths of thirty to fifty fathoms and 
is shoalest on the eastern part. This shoal is broken and rocky, but on the other parts of the 
ground the bottom is gravelly, with spots of mud. Cod and cusk are the principal fish taken 
here, although a few haddock, pollock, and hake are also caught. June is, considered the best 
month on this ground for small boats, which usually fish until t];iey are cfriven away by dogfish. 
MONHEGAN OUTER Sou'-SoUTHE.A.ST GROUND is about three miles outside of the Inner 
Sou'-Southeast, on th,e same bearing, and is similar in size and shape to the Outer Sou'-Sou'-west 
Ground. The bottom is rocky and muddy, or composed of bard clay, alld the depths range from 
thirty-five to fifty-five fathoms. This ground is resorted to by the ·same kinds of fish that are 
caught on the inner shoal. 
l\IoNHEG.A.N SOUTHE.A.S1' GROUND bears southeast .from Monhegan Island, from which the 
center is distant twelve miles. It is nearly three miles in diameter, and circular in shape, hut 
the bottom is so broken, the depths within very short distances varying from thirty-five to 
seventy-five fathoms, that it is somewhat difficult to find. The bottom consists of rocks, gravel, 
and mud. This is considered a good locality for cod froin April to July; both trawls and hand-
lines are used. 
HILL GROUND bears nearly south-southwest nine miles from Matinic, and is between three 
and four miles long, southwest and northeast, and about two miles wide. The shoalest portion 
bas a depth of thirty-five fathoms, with rocky bottom; but from here _it slopes off gradually to a 
depth of fifty fathoms, with a mixed bottom of gravel, rocks, and mud. The best fishing it offers 
is for hake. Both trawls and hand-lines are used. 
GROUNDS SOUTHWEST OF 1\-IONHEG.AN ISL.A.ND. 
MONHEGAN INNER Sou '-Sou'WEST GROUND.-This piece of ground derives its name from 
its bearings, lying as it does to the south-southwest of _Monhegan light-house, at a distance of 
about:five miles; its length in a south-southwest and north-northeast direction is about one and 
one-half miles, and its width one and one-fourth miles. It has a, sharp, broken, rocky bottom, and 
includes a Yery small shoal of twenty fathoms and several other hummocks with somewhat greater 
depths. The deepest water is fifty fathoms. This ground is fished on mostly by the Monhegan 
boats in the spring, from May until July, for cod and pollock. _ _ 
MONHEGAN OU'l'ER Sou'Sou'WEST GR0UND.-This ground bears the same as the last, the 
center being nine miles distant from Monhegan light-house. It is four miles long, south-southwest 
and north-northeast, and about two miles wide. The depths range from sixty to eighty fathoms, 
the bottom being generally pebbly and quite level. This is considered a good ground for cod in 
the spring and fall, and is resorted to bl the small boats from Monhegan and by small fishing-
vessels, rangiug in size from fifteen to twenty tons, and owned between Portland and Isle au 
Haute, which visit these shoal spots during the spring and summer. 
GROUNDS WEST OF MONHEGAN ISL.A.ND. 
OLD JEFFREY's.-This is an ex<?eedingly good ground for fish, and it is said that better fishing 
may be obtained here than on any other ground of its size in the vicinit:y. In the spring, cod are 
most abundant, while hake, together with cod and pollock~ are taken in the late summer and fall. 
This ground bears southeast from Pumpkin Rock from which the center is distant about six miles. 
It is about three miles long, southwest and northeast, and about a mile wide. The depth varies 
from twenty-five to fifty fathoms, the bot!om being broken and consisting of rocks, gravel, and 
mud. 
3 FISHING-GROUNDS OF NORTH ,,AMERIOA. 
MONHEGAN WESTERN GROUND.-Tl.tis ground, which is of considerable extent, lies about 
four and 0110 half miles west- outhwest from Monhegan Island. It has depths of twenty-two 
to forty-five fathom,, the bottom being rocky and gravelly, and considerably broken in places. It 
i con ider d a good feeding-ground for fish, cod being abundant in the spring and bake in the 
ummer, when dogfish -are not too plentiful. The length of the ground is about four or five mil~s, 
and it i nearly two miles wide on the eastern or widest portion, gradually narrowing toward the 
western end, where the breadth does not exceed one mile. 
BROKEN GROUND.-The center of this ground bears nearly south from Pumpkin Island 
(entrance to Boothbay Harbor); distance, seven miles; It extends four miles in an east-northeast 
and west-southwest direction, and has an average width of one and three-fourths miles. The 
depths range from thirty-five to fifty fathoms, the bottom being com~osed of rocks and mud. 
Cod occur here the year round, and hake are taken from June to September. 
GREAT LEDGE bears south by east, distant twelve miles, from Cape Newagen; it is-about 
four miles long, south-southwest and north-northeast, aud from one to two miles wide. It is said 
to have a shoal of fourteen fathoms on the northern . edge, and another of twenty-two fathoms 
near the center. These shoals are broken ~nd rocky, but the main portion of the ground, having 
depths of thirty to forty-five fathoms, is mostly composed of sand, and is quite le-vel, sloping 
gradually toward the edge. This is a good ground for haddock and cod in the winter and for 
cod in the spring; a few pollock are also taken at times. 
GROUNDS BETWEEN MONHEGAN ISL.A.ND AND PEMAQUID. 
MIDDLE GROUND.-This piece of shoal ground lies about in midchannel between Monhegan 
Island and Pemaquid, and has a shoal of three fathoms on the eastern part, where the water 
-breaks in ~eavy _weather. This shoal i!i called Moser's Ledge, and is broken and rocky, but the 
ground slopes off gradually to the southwest, reaching a depth of forty-eight fathoms, with a 
bottom of gravel and mud on the deepest part. The ground is about two miles long, southwest 
and northeast, and about a mile wide. Boats fish here for cod and haddock in the spring. 
JOHN'S HEAD GROUND lies about four miles south-southeast from Pemaquid Point. It bas 
depths of twenty-five to thirty-five fathoms, with a sandy bottom, and is a good locality for cod 
during April and May, when it is much resorted to by small boats from Bristol. This ground is 
circular in shape and about one mile in diameter. 
WIIITE ISLAND GROUND bears east-southeast from the Wl.tite Islan<ls, from which the inner 
edge is distant about half a mile and the outer edge about four miles. In outline this ground 
is triangular and somewhat resembles a harrow, being wid~st at the outer end. It is very broken 
and uneven, the depths ranging from six to thirty fathoms. In some places the bottom is 
gravelly, but on the shoals it consists of sharp, broken rocks. These small, rocky spots are 
known by other name , for instance, Brown's Head Ground, on which the fishermen catch a 
£ w rock-cod, anu a numb r of others which are resorted to by small boa.ts. 
GROUNDS OFF SEGUlN ISLAND. 
HILL RO .ND b ar outh- outhwest from Seguin I land, di tance about three miles. It is 
three mil long, sonthwe t aud northea t, and about th1·ee-fourths of a mile wide. The depths 
r nge from twelve to twenty-three fathom , and the bottom is uneven. The northeast part is 
v ry rough, with everal hoal ·pot , ·having depths of twelve to fourteen fathoms, while between 
th m the d ptb vary from twenty to twenty-three tatboms. The southern part, though rocky, is 
• 
' 
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more even than the northern. Cod, hake, and pollock are the principal fish found here. Both 
trawls and hand-lines are used. 
SEGUIN Sou'Sou'wEST GROUND bears south-southwest from the western part of Seguin 
Island, from which the center .is distant four miles. It is a rocky shoal, about one-half mile 
long by two hundred yards iu width, with a shoaler portion in the center about one-half acre in 
extent. The marks are Elwell's Rock, touching the west side of Seguin, and Fuller's Rock~ 
touching the southern part of Bald Bead. The depths range from seven to fourteen fathoms. 
This ground is resorted to by boat :fishermeµ in September for rock-cod, fishing wholly with 
hand-Jines. It is evidently a south-southwest continuation of the Hill Ground. 
SEGUIN l{IDGE bears about southwest by south from S_eguin Island; distance, a little more 
than three miles. It is abont one mile long in an east-southeast an<l west-northwest direction, 
and one-fourth of a miM broad. It consists of a number of small, rocky hummocks, with depths 
\ 
of nine to fourteen fatlwms, on which cod are taken by the small-boat fishermen in the fall. 
SEGUIN GROUND bears southwest by south from Seguin Island, from "·hich the center 'is 
distant, about seven miles. It is about four miles long, southwest and northeast, and a little more 
than two miles broad in the widest part. There is a small hummock, called Bumper's Island 
Ground, on the 11orthern end, with a depth of thirteen fathoms. The northern part is mostly 
rocky, but toward the south the bottom is gravelly and sloping, so that on the middle and 
southern portions there are depths of thirty-five to forty-:fi,Te fathoms. Cod, bake, haddock, and 
pollock are taken on these grounds, which are conside1ed to furnish the best fishing in the 
vicinity of Seguin Island. Both trawls and band-lines are used. 
McINTIRE REEF hears south-southwest from Bald Head (Oa.pe Small Point); distance to the 
center, four and one-half miles. It is two miles long, northeast and southwest, by one-half mile 
wide. This reef is very broken and hummocky, with a rocky bottom, and depths of water ranging 
from fourteen to twenty fathoms. · It is resorted to by the small-boat :fishermen of Casco Bay, 
who fish for cod with hand-lines. Just to the eastward of this is a piece of bottom composed of 
hard mud ~nd shells, where hake are m,~ally quite abundant in the summer. 
Cow GROUND bears nearly southwest from Bald Head, from which the center is distant six 
and one half miles. This ground is nearly four miles long, in a northeast and.southwest direction, 
and abo~1t one and one-half miles wide. The northeast portion is rocky and rough, with depths 
varying from sixteen to eighteen fathoms, while on the southwe.st part gravel and pebbles 
predominate, and the bottom slopes to depths of twenty to thirty fathoms. Cod and pollock are 
the principal fish occurring here. 
MURR Hun bears south by west one-quarter west from Small Poi'nt, from which the center 
is distant ten and three-fourths miles. This ground is three miles long, north and south, and has 
an average width of one and one-half miles. The depths vary from thirt,y-four to forty-five 
fathoms. The inner part of the Hub is shoalest, and there the bottom consists of sharp, broken 
rocks. Frol? this shoal the ground slopes gradually to the south, where it is eomposed of sand 
and gravel. Large quantities of marine invertebrates, affording food for the fishes, are brought 
up on the fishermen's hooks here as elsewhere. Cod occur from spring until October, hake from 
June to October, and haddock during the winter. Trawls only are used. 
TAG G_ROUND lies bet\feen the Broken Ground and Seguin Island, bearing east-southeast 
from the latter; distance, five miles. This is a narrow, rocky ridge, about two miles long in a 
north northeast and south-southwest direction, with an uneven bottom and with depths varying 
from fourteen to thirty fathoms. It is principally frequented by small fishillg boats . 
3 FISIIING-GROUNDS OF NORTH AMERICA. 
KE'ITLE BOl'T0M.-The center bears south from Seguin, Island, from which the inner edge 
of the ground i distant ten miles. Its length is twelve miles in a north and south direction, 
and its width about ten mile , the shape of the ground being nearly circular. This is an uneven 
piece of bottom, con i ting of rocks, gravel, and mud, the depths ranging from ~wenty-five to 
eventy-fi rn fathom . Thi is considered one of the best, if not the best, fishing-ground on this 
part of the coa t. Cod are the most abundant fish and are taken the year round. Haddook 
abound in the wiuter. :More fish are taken from this bottom than from any other single ground 
in the vicinity of Seguin. Harpswell and Portlan~l boats fish here. 
GROUNDS OFF CASCO BAY. 
WEST Con LEDGE consists of a succession of rocky patches, extending about four and 
oue-half miles in an east-northeast and west-southwest direction, with a width of about half a mile, 
the soutl.Jwestern end of which bears southeast three-quarters south f.rom Portland Head light; 
di tance, four and three-fourths miles. The northeastern extremity lies from six to seven miles 
east-southeast from Portland Head light.. The shoalest portion of this ledge has a depth 6f 
fourteeu to eighteen feet; on other parts the depths vary from five to twenty-two fathoms . . The 
bottom is irregular and composed of rocks and gravel. This is a favorite ground for small-boat 
market fishermen from Portland, cod and haddock being the fish principally taken. 
GROUNDS OFF CAPE PORPOISE. 
Lying off Cape Porpoise, between the bearings of southeast and south-southwest,, and at 
distances varying from six to eight miles, are a number of small, rocky or pebbly patches of 
ground, having depths ranging from eighteP,n to twenty-five fathoms. During certain seasons 
they abound in cod and haddock and are visited by the fishermen of the vicinity.· 
T.A.NTER bears south from Cape Elizabeth, from which the center is distant eight miles. 
It is from two to three miles in diameter, with a depth of about forty fathoms, and a bottom 
of rocks and gravel. An excellent fishing-ground for cod in the spring. 
OUTER A.ND INNER BuMBo.-These are two small, rocky patches (large enough for only 
a single vessel to lie upon) bearing. northwest from the Tracadia Ground, from which they are 
distant two and one-half and three miles, respectively, the Outer Bumbo being the nearest. 
NuBBLE RIDGES conRist of four or five narrow, rocky ridges, bearing southeast from the 
Nubble, and extending in the direction of Boone Island; they begin near the main shore and 
extend nearly to the island. The depths of wa.ter upon them vary from eleven to twenty fatl;i.o~. 
The e ridges are much resorted to by SJI\all ,essels and open boats, and good catches of cod and 
haddock are made in the spring and fall, but especially in the latter season, when both trawls and 
and-lines are used. 
CAPE PORPOISE PEAKS are a number of small, rocky patches, bearing about southeast from 
Cape Porpoise, from which they are distant four to five miles. These spots are in depths of 
twenty to forty fathoms, are considered good grounds for cod, haddock, and cusk, and are much 
r ortecl to by the boats and small v ssels of the vicinity. 
TR.A.CA.DI.A. bears northeast from Boone Island, from which it is distant five miles. It is 
one-half mile in diameter; bas a depth of fifty fathoms, and a bottom of rocks and_ gravel. A 
good haddock ground tbe entire year. 
BLUE CL.A.Y bears south-southea t froin Boone Island, from which it is distant eight miles. 
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Chart No. 10. 
FISHING GROUNDS 
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to sixty fathoms, and a bottom of tough blue clay. This is the best winter haddock ground ·iu 
the vicinity, and is much resorted to at that season by the.haddock trawlers. 
DUCK ISLAND RIDGES.-These are two narrow, rocky ridges running out from Duck Island 
(one of the Isles of Shoals) in the direction of Boone ~sland, reaching to within a mile of the 
latter. The depths range from twenty-five to thirty fathoms. A good ground for haddock and 
cusk in the winter and spring, and resorted to by ?pen boats, and also by many large vessels. 
BooNE ISLAND ROOK GROU~D begins one-half mile to the eastward of Boone Island Ledge, 
and runs in an east-southeast direction for a distance of two to _three miles from the ledge, having 
a bottom of sharp rocks and clay, and depths ranging from forty to sixty fathoms. It is considered 
an excellent fishing-ground for cod, haddock, and cusk, and one of the best winter haddock 
grounds in the vicinity, at which season it is resorted to by the trawlers. 
TEN ACRES bears south from Boone Island and east from the Isles of Shoals, these cross 
bearings meeting near the center of the ground, which is al)out five miles in diameter, with a 
small, rocky shoal (one-fourth mile "wide) in the 1:i:iiddle; on this shoal there is a depth of eighteen 
to twenty fathoms. - The bottom around the shoal consists of clay and mud, and slopes gradually 
to depths of fifty to sixty fathoms near tµe edge. This is a good fishing-ground for cod, 
haddock, cusk, and J)ollock, while on the muddy bottom surrounding it large quantities of bake 
are taken. 
In addition to the above-described grounds, there are in W ell's Bay several small, rocky 
pa,tches of less importance _which are chiefly resorted to by small-boat fishermen. 
7. THE COASTS OF NEW HAMPSHIRE AND MASSACHUSETTS TO NANTUCKET. 
IPsw~m BAY.-Ipswich Bay, from the north side of Cape Ann to about Portsmouth, is 
resorted to during the winter season by large schools of cod, which visit this region to spawn. 
'rhe shore soundings of the bay-gradually deepen outwards from the land, reaching depths of 
thirty-five to forty fathoms at a distance of six to seven miles from shore. Within this limit, 
the botto_m is mainly composed of sand, although there are numerous rocky patches between 
Newburyport and Cape Ann. , Beyond a depth of forty fathoms, however, the bottom consists 
mostly of mud. The principal codfishing-grounds of Ipswich Bay lie off the northern shore, from 
Newburyport to the entrance of Portsmouth Harbor, at a distance of one and a half to five miles 
from the land, where the water is from twelve to twenty-five fathoms deep. Co<l are also ta.ken 
abundantly on the ledges at the south. A large fleet of vessels engage in this fishery in winter. 
Prior to 1880, trawls and hand-lines were universally used by the shore fleet, but in that year 
gill-nets were introduced with good results. 
The area of muddy bottom outside is generally a favorite fishing-ground for hake in the late 
summer and fall. 'rhis fishery is participated in by the open-boat fishermen of eastern Cape Ann 
and the Isles of Shoals, and by small vessels coming from more distant places. 
MASSACHUSETTS BAY.-The larger part of this bay, insi<le of Stellwagen's Bank, bas a 
muddy bottom, on which large quantities of fish are rarely taken. Farther in, however, on the 
shore soundings, especially between the entrance to Boston II arbor and Plymouth, exist numerous 
rocky ledges, which are favorite feeding-groirnds for cod in the fall and winter. This region is 
frequented by the Swampscott fleet and by othe_r vessels supplying the Boston market. Near 
the center of Cape Cod Bay there is a rocky elevation, on which cod are taken, and numerous. 
other ledges of larger and smaller size lie off the south side of Cape Ann. 
Herring make their appearance about Cape Ann in the month of September. They come in 
large numbers, and remain about two weeks, the best fishing, however, continuing only about 
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one week. The. chool then move lowly inward toward the head of the bay, t~e last fish being 
tak n usually in the vicinity of .Minot's Ledge, off Boston. 
The mackerel, in the course of their autumn migrations after leaving the coast of Maine, pass 
in by Cape Ann and enter Massachusetts Bay, where they are general1y taken in large quantities 
during October and November, by vessels of the regular mackerel fleet, using purse-seines. 
GROUNDS IN THE VICINITY OF EASTERN POINT, CAPE ANN.-Old Man's Pasture bears 
southeast, distant five miles, from Eastern Point light. It is about three-fourths of a mile long, 
north-northea t and south-southwest, by one-third of a mile wide, the average depth of water 
being twentJ·-four fathoms; the bottom is rough and rocky. Cod occur here the entire year. 
Western Part Ridge bears south by east half east from Ea:-.tern Point 1ight; distance, about 
nine and one-fourth miles. The length, northeast and southwest, is one and one-half miles, and 
the average width three-fourths of a mile. The average depth is twenty-nine fathoms, the bottom 
being broken and rocky. Small vessels and,open boats visit this ridge _for cod and haddock in the 
summer. 
Hart's Groimd bears south balf east from Eastern Point light; distance, five and one-half 
miles. Its length, in an east-northeast and west-southwest direction, is three-fourths of a mile, 
and its width one-fourth of a mile. This is a rocky patch with a depth of water of about thirty 
fathoms, and is visited by boat _fishermen for haddock in the summer. 
Eagle Ridge lies seven and two-thirds miles south by west from Eastern Point light, and is 
one mile long, southeast and northwest, by one-third of a mile wide. It has an average depth of 
twenty-five fathoms and an uneven rocky bottom, and is a favorite winter ground for cod. 
Inside of the above-described grounds, at an average distance of two and one-half miles 
from Eastern Point light, and between the bearings of south half east and south~est, are a 
number of small rocky patches, with depths ranging from ten to twenty-five fathoms, designated 
as follows: Brown's Ledge, Spot of Rocks, Stoneicall, Saturday Night's Ledge, and Burnham's Rocks. 
Still farther in are two other shoal spots, bearing nearly west from Eastern Point, one of which is 
distant about three-fourths of a mile, the other a little more than two miles. Each of these bas a 
depth of about elev~n fathoms, the former bein~ called Elevenjathom Gro'Und, and the latter, 
which lies only half a mile southeast of Kettle Island, Kettle Island Ledge. Both of these patches 
are fished on by the boat and dory fishermen, using band-lines, for cod in winter and for haddock 
in summer. 
Numerous other rocky hummocks, of very limited extent, are located easterly of the grounds 
a1ready described and within a few miles of them. They bear local names, and are less frequented 
than the larger areas, and the fishermen only reach them by means of cross-bearings from objects 
on land. The chief winter-ground for cod in the vicinity of Eastern Point are Old Man's 
Pasture, Eagle Ledge, and Brown's Ledge. 
STELLWAGEN's BANK or MIDDLE BANK separates Massachusetts Bay from the Gulf of 
Maine, and extends from near Cape Ann to near Cap'e Cod. The center of the bank bears about 
outh by east half east from Thatcher' Island, and north by west half west from Highland light, 
ape Cod. The southern point of the bank is distant about five and one-half miles from Race Point 
' Cape Cod, and the northwest prong r aches to within about twelve to fifteen miles of Eastern 
Point, Cape Ann. The shoaler portion, with depths of from nine and one-half to nineteen 
fathom , is sevent~en and one-half miles long, in a north by west and south by east direction, and 
has an average width of four miles. This part of the bank is sandy, but on the eastern slope, in 
d pth of twenty-five to :fifty.five fathom , it consi ts of coar e sand, grnvel, and pebble . On this 
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gravelly slope, for a number of years, haddock and cod were taken in abundance, the former in 
winter, the latter in fall and spring, The fishery was continued on a large scale until as late as 
1875, and is even now carried on to a greater or less extent by the smaller vessels composing the 
coast ileet. The grounds off the southern end of the bank, and between it and Race Point, 
abound in cod in the fall and winter. 
EAST SIDE OF CAPE CoD.-The sea bottom off the east side of Cape Cod is sandy, and slopes 
off gradually from the beach, reaching depths of thirty to forty fathoms at distances of five 
to-seven miles from land; below Chatham the slope is even mo•re gradual. Within these limits 
good catches ·of cod are occasionally obtained, and the same is true of haddock, though to · a 
less extent. Farther from shore, in depths of forty to eighty fathoms, and from a point eight 
to ten miles off the highlands of Cape Cod to another point lying twenty miles or more east-
southeast of the Chatham lights, there is one continuous stretch of excellent winter haddock 
grounds, which were first generally fished upon about 1870. From that time until about four or 
five years ago, ·these grounds we~e much resorted to during the most of the winter months, and 
they still afford abundant catches to the vessels of the shore fleet .. 
MORRIS LEDGE, lying to the eastward of Chatham, is a ·favorite locality for certain codfisher-
men during the spring and early summer. 
Two very excellent fishing-grounds for cod lie off the southf'astern part of Cape Cod; one of 
t hese is situated close inshore; the other is an off-shore ledge. They are described as follows: 
OUTER CRAB LEDGE.-The center of this ledge lies abot t fourteen miles east-southeast of 
Chatham lights; it extends about five or six miles in a north and south direction, and is about 
one mile broad. The depth of water ranges from nineteen to twenty-tllree fathoms; the bottom 
is rocky. Cod are more or less plentiful on this ledge during the entire year, but are fished 
for -during the fall, winter, and spring, the same fisb{'J'men engaging mainly in bluefishing 
during the summer. The boats used are large cat-rigs, of twenty to thirty-five feet in length, 
and belong mostly to Chatham; a few also bail from Harwich. From seventy to eighty boats of 
this character may often be seen about this ledge at the same time. In former years, this ledge 
was frequented by large well smacks, of thirty to fifty tons burden, belonging to the south shore 
of Cape Cod. It is now occasionally resorted to by large Gloucester schooners. 
POLLOCK h;rp GROUNDS lie between Pollock Rip light-ship and Shovelful light-ship, and 
extend northward to Pollock Rip Shoal. The extent of these grounds is about three miles east 
and west and two miles north and south, the depths of water ranging from four to twelve fathoms. 
They are fished upon during the spring and fall by cat-rigged boats from Monomoy. In stormy 
weather Chatham boats also frequently resort to them, instead of going to Orab Ledge. Late in 
the spring and early in the fall, the cod move in nearer shore, and may be cang·ht between Brush's 
shoal and Monomoy light. In the winter, however, the cod entirely leave Pollock Rip Grounds, 
and move into deeper water. 
NANTUCKET SH0ALS.-There are three principal codfishing-grounds included in these shoals. 
They are as follows : 
Great Rip lies about thirteen miles east by south one-half south·from Sankaty Head, Nan-
tucket, and is about five miles long north and south, and three miles broad. Over this area the 
depths are only nine to eighteen feet, but fishing is mainly carried on around the edge of the 
8hoal, in depths of six to twelve fathoms, where the bottom consists of gravel and shells, covered 
with sponges, kelp, etc. This region is visited mostly by well smacks from the ports of Long 
Island Sound, which fish more or less during the entire year, and carry their catch alive to New · 
York. More fishing is done here during the winter and spring than at other seasons. 
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Fishing Rip i an elongate bank, situated about twenty-nine miles. sou~beast fr~m Sankaty 
ead light. It extends about ten miles in a northeast and southwest direction, and 1s about one 
nd one-half miles broad; the depths of water upon it vary from four and three-quarters fatho~s 
to eight and three-quarters fathoms. The character of the bottom is the same as upon Great Rip, 
and it i vi ited by the same fleet of fishing-vessels, aml also occasionally by smacks from 
Nantucket. 
Phelps' Bank lies about thirty-eight miles southeast one-haJf south of Sankaty Head light, 
and agrees more or less in size, shape, trend, and character of bottom with Fi~hing Rip. The 
depths of water range from ten to seventeen fathoms. It is resorted to occasionally by the same 
fleet of smacks that visit the two preceding banks. 
Strong tidal currents flow over these three banks, the flood tide running northeast, and the 
bu outhwest. 
8. THE GULF OF MAINE. 
The Gulf of Maine constitutes one of the most important fishing areas of the eastern coast of 
North America, both from the abundance of fish which resort to it and its close proximity to 
numerous lar_ge and enterprising fishing ports. It is nearly rectangular in shape, being bordered 
on the north and west by Maine, New Hampshire, and Massachusetts; on the south· by George's 
Bank; and on the east by Nova Scotia, Brown's Bank, etc. Its greatest length is from Cape Cod 
to Cape Sable, the distance betwe~n these two points being about two hundred and fifteen miles. 
The average breadth at right angles to this line is about eighty miles. The area of the Gulf is, 
therefore, more than seventeen thousand square miles, all of which is more or less available for 
fishing of one kind or another. From the sixty-fathom line, which lies from twelve to twenty-five 
,, miles off the coast, the bottom descends rapidly in s_ome parts, in others more gradually, to depths 
of one hundred to one hundred and ixty fathoms, nearly all the deeper tracts having a bottom 
of mud, on portions of which hake are sometimes abundant. To the north of the center of the Gulf, 
along a line running more or less directly from Cape Ann to the mouth of the Bay of Fundy, are 
distributed a number of elevated, gravelly, rocky patches of greater or less size, which are 
described below, and on which cod and haddock feed in immense numbers. These grounds are 
mainly visited by ve~sels of from fifteen to fifty tons, belonging to the New England fishing 
fleet. The mackerel fisheries of the Gulf of Maine are now the most important in the world. 
From the first of June to November, this species of fish is more abundant here than else~vhere 
along the coast, .and the schools are distributed over the whole extent of the Gulf from the shores 
outward, irrespective of the depth of water. The shallow-water fishery is described elsewhere, 
but it is in the deeper waters, where the immense purse-seines can be freely used, that the large 
catches are made. Formerly, the Gulf of Saint Lawrence was most resorted to by the mackerel 
catchers of our ports, but since the introduction of purse-seines for the capture of this fish, the 
shallow waters of the Saint Lawrence ha,e been largely deserted by the vessels of our fleet, 
which have been able to obtain much more profitable fares nearer home. 
HeITing also abound in tbe Gulf of Maine, where they used to be taken in gill-nets for use as 
bait by the fishermen at ~nchor on the cod grounds. This was at one tim~ the principal method 
resorted to by the fishermen of the Gulf of Maine for securing bait, but now almost all the herring 
o u ed are obtained from the harbors and islands along the shore. 
GRAND MAN.AN BANK.-Grand Manan Bank lies at the entrance to the Bay of Fun<ly, and 
bears southwest one-half outh from the southwest bead of Grand Manan Island, from which the 
northern part of th bank i fifteen mile di tant. It is ten miles long and five miles wide, and 
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extends in ~ southwest and northeast direction. 1:he bottom is mostly composed of stones and 
gravel, and the depths of water vary from twenty-four to forty-five fathoms. The tides are quite 
strong over this bank, but not sufficiently so to prevent trawling. Cod and pollock are the 
principal fish occurring here, cusk, hake, haddock, and halibut being less plentiful. The 
fishing season is from April to October, during which time the fish come· on the bank to feed. 
In the spring, the fish are usually most abundant on the southwest P?rtion, but later in the season 
the best fishing is generally obtained on the other end of the ground. This bank is a favorite 
fishing-ground for that class of small vessels known as the shore fishermen. 
GERM.AN B.ANIL-Although this bank is not usually laid down on the charts, it is one of the 
most important in the Bay of Fundy. It bears southeast from Baker's Islaud light, Mount 
Desert, from which the n~rthwest part is about fifty-two miles distant. The length is about 
:fifteen miles and the width nine to ten miles. It lies between 43° 38' and 43° 53' north latitude, 
and 6GO 58' and 67° 15' west longitude. ·There are from sixty-five to one hundred fathoms of water .. 
The bottom is mostly a tough red clay, but with spots of niud, sand, gravel, and pebbles on some 
parts. The tides set out and in over the bank, to and from the Bay of ]~undy, the ebb running 
about southwest and ·the flood northeast, but the currents are not so strong as might be expected. 
Cod, hake, cusk, and haddock are the fish chiefly taken, but a few halibut aml pollock are 
occasionallf caught. The fishing season is from April to October, although fish are usually most 
abundant in the spring. This bank is mainly resorted to by vessels from the coast of Maine, 
but is sometimes visited br the Massachusetts fishermen. 
MARBLEHEAD BANK.-This fishing-ground, which is quite an important one for the shore 
cod:fishermen, is not laid down on the published charts, and the fishermen who visit it are, 
therefore, probably the only persons familiar with its location and extent. The ground, which 
they call Marblehead Bank, is situated bet~een Grand Manan and German Banks, the shoal water 
bearing south-southeast from Moos-a-Bee light, and being distant thirty-two miles. It is about 
twelve to fifteen miles long and seven or eight miles wide, and lies between 44° 00' and 44P 10' 
north latitude, and 66° 58' and 67° 13' west longitude. There are from thirty-five to seventy 
fathoms of water over it, and the bottom is mostly clay and gravel. The fish which occur .in 
the greatest numbers are cod, pollock, and haddock, but with these are also found more or less 
hake and cusk. The best fishing is generally in the spring and early summer. The same class of 
vessels, the shore fishermen, which freqt~ent Grand Manan and German Banks also resort to this 
. bank, but occasionally those of a larger size make one or more trips to it durjng -the summer se·ason. 
JONES' GR0UND.-This is quite an important fishing-ground for cod, and, though of compara-
ti\Tely small size, is much resorted to by many of the same vessels that also visit the other banks · 
- in the Gulf of Maine. The western part bears southeast from Baker's Island, from which it is 
d_istant thirty-two miles. The entire ground is about ten to twelve miles long, northeast and 
southwest, and five miles wide. The depths range from fifty to one hundred fathoms, and the 
bottom, which is quite broken, consists of' rocks, gravel, and mud. On the northeast part of tbe 
ground, where the depths vary from fifty to seventy fathoms, the bottom is rocky and rough. 
This part bears southeast by east, one-half east, from Baker's Island light, from which it is 
distant about thirty-five miles. The entire ground furnishes good trawl fishing from the first of 
May to the last of Septe~ber. The principal fish taken are cod of large size ; a smaller amount 
of hake, cusk, pollock, and haddock are also secured. · 
CLAY BANK bears southwest by west from Mount Desert Rock, from which the center is 
distant seven miles. It is four miles long, west-southwest and east-northeast, by two miles broad. 
44 FISillNG-GROUNDS OF NORTH AMERICA. 
The depth are fifty to eighty fathom , and the bottom consists of barq clay. The principal fish 
taken here are cod. 
BANK CoMFOR'J', which is a comparatively little known fishing-ground, bears southeast by 
outh from Monnt De ert Rock; distant thirteen miles. It is said to be about five miles long, 
outhwe t and northeast, by three miles wide; bas a bard gravelly bottom, and depths ranging 
from venty-five to eighty fathoms. It is considered an excellent fishing-ground for cod in the 
spring and ummer, but is less frequented than some other localities, since its small size renders 
it difficult for the fishermen to .find it, except under the most favora]J_le circumstances. 
JEFFREY'S B.A.NK.-This bank, which lies east of Ca.she's Ledge, is of comparatively little 
importance as a fishing-ground. It is about twenty miles long, southwest and northeast, and ten 
miles wide, the northern and southern limits being 43° 30' and 43° 15' north latitude. The 
eastern edge is in 68C 25' and the western in 68° 45' west longitude. The bottom, which is 
EJomewhat broken, is composed of mud, sand, gravel, and pebbles, the depths of water ranging from 
thirty-five to seventy fathoms. Cod, haddock, hake, and cusk are the most abundant fish; some 
pollock are caught, but halibut are rarely taken. The b'='st season is late in the spring and early 
in the summer, before the schools of dogfish strike in, after which but few fish can . be obtained. 
This bank is 4tesorted to by the smaller-sized vessels, from fifteen to fifty tons. 
NEWFOUND .A.ND MONHEGAN F .A.LL GROUNDS are evidently parts of J e:ffrey's Bank, according 
to the statements of intelligent :fishermen who have visited them. N ewf'ound Ground is on the 
eastern part of the bank, and has a very irregular and broken bottom. Monhegan Fall Ground 
lies westerly from Newfound. Both of these grounds used to furnish excellent fishing, but are 
not now resorted to as much as formerly. 
CA.SHE'S LEDGE.-This is not now a very important fishing-ground except for a brief period , 
in the spring, although it is resorted to somew bat by the shore fishermen in summer _and fall, 
when good trips are usually obtained. It bears east from Cape Ann, from which the shoaler 
portions are sevency-six miles distant. The bank is about twenty-two miles long, from 42° 49' to 
43° 11' north latitude, and about seventeen miles wide, from 68° 40' to 69° 03' west longitude. 
There are three small shoals on the western part of the bank, the southern one with a .depth ·of 
even fathoms of water, the middle one with four fathoms, and the northern one with eleven 
fathoms. rrhe position of the middle shoal is 42° 56' north latitude and 68° 52' west longitude. 
From this the south shoal bears south by east, and the north shoal north-northeast, each being 
three and one-half miles distant from it. The water breaks on .these in rough weather, and 
though of small extent they are dangerous to passing vessels, especially as they lie almost 
directly in the track of vessels bound from Cape Sable to ports in Massachusetts Bay. With the 
exception of the shoals the depth of water ranges from fifteen to sixty fathoms. The ground is 
more or less broken, with a bottom of sand, pebbles, and rocks. The greater part of the fish 
caught here are cod, hake, and cusk. Halibut are rarely seen, and haddock and pollock are less 
plentiful than the other kinds. Good fares are often secured on the edge of the ground in May 
and June, but the dogfi h, which appear about the last of June or .. n July, usually drive every-
thing before them, and, for a time, stop the fishing. The vessels fishing on Cashe's Ledge range 
from fifteen to fort;y-five ton , and are clas ed as shore-trawlers. 
FIPPENIES B.A.NK bear ea t one-quarter south from Thatcher's Island; distance, sixty-one 
mil . It i n arly t n miles long north and south, and bas an average width of four and one-half 
1iles. The bottom con ists of gravel, pebbles, and clay, the depths ranging from thirty-six to 
h : Y fathom . . R orte<l t y tb bore fl tin the spring and early st1mmcr. 
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PLA.T'l''S BANK, OR NEW LEDGE, hears east by north one-half north from .Thatcher's Island, 
from which the shoal portion of the ledge is distant fifty-three miles. This bank is twelve miles 
long, southwest and northeast, and eight miles wide. The shoal, which is, rocky and of small 
extent, 'is situated near the center, and bas a depth of twenty-nine fathoms. Over a large extent 
of the bank the depths range from thirtJ' to thirty-five fathoms, with a bottom of rocks and gravel. 
From the edge of this area the bottom slopes gradually to a depth of fifty to sixty fathoms; 
beyond which it drops suddenly to eighty or ninety fathoms with a muddy bottom. This is con-
sidered one of the very best :fishing-grounds for cod and haddock in the Gulf of Maine, and hake 
are generally abundant during the summer on the muddy bottom near its edge. Trawl-lines 
are used. Resorted to by the shore :fishing-v-essels from all along the coa~t, from Cape Cod to 
Marine. 
Mis'l'AKEN LEDGE bears north from the center of New Ledge, from which it is distant about 
ten miles. This ground is about eight miles long in an east and west direction, and :five miles 
wide. The depths range from thirty-five to sixt~ fathoms, and the bottom consists of rocks and 
gravel. · In proportion to its size this ground is nearly as important as New Ledge, being resorted 
to by the same species of :fish and visited by the same class of :fishing vessels. 
JEFFREY'S LEDGE.-This may be considered one of the best shore :fishing-groun1:ls ·in the Gulf 
of Maine, although it is of comparatively small size. It appears to be an extension of the shoal 
ground that makes off in a northeasterly direction from -cape Ann; it is about twent! miles long, 
northeast and southwest, and from two to four miles wide. Its southern limit is 42° 54' and its 
northern 43° 11' north latitude, and the eastern and western boundaries may be placed at 69° '58' 
and 70° 18' west l9ngitude. The bottom is rocky on the shoalest parts, with gravel and pebbles 
along the edges. The depths of water range from twenty-seven to thirty-five fathoms on the 
bank, and fall off to forty and fifty fathoms at the edges. There ·is usually little or no tide, 
although an occasional current sets toward the south west. . Cod, cusk, and haddock are taken in 
the fall, winter, spring, and early summer, with a greater or less quantity of hake or pollock. 
For a number of years Jeffrey's Ledge was a favorite winter :fishing-ground for haddock, which 
were very abundant there, and even at the ·present time many vessels resort to it in pursuit of 
that species; but since the haddock :fishermen have extended their cruises to t~e outer bank_s, 
a less number now visit J e:ffrey's Ledge. Besides the haddock catchers, other vessels engaged 
in· th~ shore :fisheries come to this ground in the spring and fall. 
EASTERN SHOAL WATER OF CAPE .. A .. NN.-This ground extends off in an east-northeast 
diTection from Cape .Ann, a distance of fifteen to eighteen miles. It is, in reality, a southwest 
continuation of Jeffrey's Ledge, the two forming _a nearly continuous ridge, running northeast 
from Cape Ann, a distance of about forty-two miles. The depths of water on the so-called 
"Eastern Shoal Water" vary from twenty to forty-five fathoms, the bottom consisting of rocks, 
pebbles, and coarse gravel over the most of its extent. On the edges sand and mud occur. The 
eastern part of this ground is resorted to by the haddock fleet during the fall and early winter, 
and the other parts are visited more or less the entire year, for cod, haddock, and pollock, b.y 
the vessels composing the shore fleet, and by tlrn boat fishermen of Cape Ann. 
TILLIE'S BANK be~rs east by south one-half south from Thatcher's Island, Cape Ann, from 
which the shoal (located near the center of the ground) is distant eighteen miles. A small, rocky 
shoal, with a depth of twenty-eight fathoms (some :fishermen claim a less depth), is situated near 
the center, outside of which the water deepens to forty fathoms, this depth occupying quite an 
extended area. The length of the entine ground is ten miles, in an east and west direction, and 
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the width about fix mile . At the edge it falls off rapidly to depths of fifty to sixty fathoms, 
before reaching the mud at a still greater depth. Tlle bottom is rough and rocky over the 
greater part. Tillie's was formerly regarded as one of the best fishing-grounds off Cape Ann, 
and is still resorted to for cod and in the fall for haddock. Trawls are the principal kinds of 
fi hiog gear in use. 
9. THE SOUTHERN COAST OF NEW ENG~AND. 
THE SHORE GROUNDS OF NANTUCKET. 
There are two principal shore grounds for cod on the coast of Nantucket ; one lies off the 
eastern side of the island, the other off the southern. The eastern ground extends from off 
Siasconsett (north of Old Man's Shoal) northward to off Sankaty Head light, a distance of two 
miles and off shore from three-fourths of a mile to two miles, with depths of four and one-half to ' . 
eleven fathoms. The bottom is gravelly, with mussels and kelp. These grounds are fished on by 
about seventy dories during the spring and fa}J. The southern grounds extend westward from 
Tom Never's Head to Weedweeder Shoal, a distance of four miles, and off shore a distance of 
about one mile. Fishing is carried on in depths of eight to ten fathoms,- on sandy and shelly 
bottoms, by about thirty dories belonging to Nantucket town, but quartering at the South Shore 
Life-Saving Station. Both cod and haddock are taken in the spring and fall. In the summer 
this is a good bluefishing-ground, and the fishery is carried on by means of gill-nets and hooks 
and lines. 
N.ANTU0KET SOUND. 
BISHOP .AND CL.ARK'S LEDGE, near Hyannis, is a very rough bottom, with some exposed 
rocks, and js about one and three-fourths miles long and five-eighths of a mile wide. , Fishing for 
tautog is carried on here, in depths of three to six fathoms, during the entire summer, or from 
June to October or November. This ledge is visited by large cat-rigged boats from Hyannis, 
which :fish with hook and line. It is also a good ground for lobsters. 
SOUTHWEST GROUND, HY.ANNIS, extends from the breakwater, off Hyannis, out to Bell 
Buoy, a distance of about two miles, and westward to Collier's Ledge, a distance of two and 
one-half miles, with depths of ten feet to four fathoms ; the bottom consists of sand, gravel, and 
rocks, covered with alg::e and eel-gr:a,ss. During June this is considered the best sea-bass 
ground on the Massachusetts coast. Tau tog, scup, and bluefish are also taken from June to 
October. This ground is frequented by cat-rigged boats from Hyannis, Centreville, and Cotuit. 
OFF COTUIT, over an area about two miles square, and with an average depth of three 
fathoms, gill-net fishing for bluefish is extensively carried on during June and July. As many 
as three hundred or four hundred gill-nets are often set there at a time. 
MUTTON SHOAL GROUND lies in the outer or southwestern part of Muskeget Channel, and 
extends about one mile south from Mutton Shoal, with a width of about the same. The depths 
range from three and three-fourths to four fathoms. Cod and haddock are taken in the spring 
and fall, and bluefish in the summer, the latter being :fished for mainly in the rips at the side of 
the cbann~l, with hooks and lines. Thi region is frequented by the so-called "Vineyard-fishing 
boat "hailing from Edgartown, Martha's Vineyard. 
VINEY.A.RD SOUND. 
Viney rd Sound, from edge Fence Shoal, off Ea. t Chop, Martha' Vineyard, to east of Gay 
ad, con titute one of the mo t extensive sea-bass grounds of the New England coast. Fishing 
carried on verywhere thr ugbout thi region in depth of Rix to twe1ve fathoms, where the 
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bottom is rocky, gravelly, or shelly. The fishing fleet consists of cat-rigged boats from Martha's 
Vineyard, Wood's Holl, and F?1lmouth, and well-smacks from New London and Noank, 
Connecticut, there being about fifty of the former class and thirty of the latter class regularly 
employed in this fishery. The season extends from the middle of June to the first of October; 
the boats shifting from place to place _ as the supply of fish becomes exhausted in each locality, 
and returning to the same ground at a later period. The well-smacks carry their catch directly to 
New York, but the fish taken by the smaller boats are shipped in barrels with ice. 
Tautog are caught in small quantities along the western shore from Wood's Holl to Job's 
Neck, Naushon, a distance of about two miles, by the shore fishermen. They are also taken about 
Cutty hunk through September and October, and likewise in November if the weather is moderate. 
The latter locality is considered to furnish the best tautog fishing of this region. 
Lobster pots are set along both sides of the sound, from West Chop and Wood's Holl to Gay-
Head and Cuttyhunk, in depths of eight, to fifteen fathoms. This was, in former times, a very 
valuable lobster region, and still remains so in its outer portions; but lobsters have become more 
and more scarce every year in the upper part of the sound, while they have appare~tly increased 
in abundance about Gay Head, Cnttyhunk, and No Man's Land. This fishery has, -therefore, 
been mostly transferred to the outer grounds. The number of pots set in the sound during the 
past few years has varied from about 700 to 2,000 annually. Around Cuttyhunk about 900 pots 
are now in use. Very many pots are set just to the west and north of Gay Head, by parties 
residing temporarily at Menemsha Bight: Lobstering in the sound is confined to rocky an~ 
gravelly bottoms. 
BUZZARD'S BAY. 
The principal fishery of Buzzard's Bay is for tautog during the summer. Tautog appear at 
the head of the bay about May, and work into the shallow water farther out about a month later. 
The fishery is conducted on both sides of the bay, on r·ocky bottoms, in average depths of three 
fathoms, by a fleet of about- twenty smacks _from Nr.w Bedford and Westport, Massachusetts. 
Sea bass and scup are also taken during the summer months, but are not as abundant here as in 
Vineyard Sound. · 
OFF VINEY.A.RD SOUND. 
No MA.N's LAND.-Cod are taken on all the rocky bottoms about this .island during the fall 
and spring, and lobsters on all kinds of bottom <luri_ng the ~pring and summer. The fall cod-
fishery begins about the first of October, and continues until very stormy weather prevents the men 
from venturing out in· their boats. .About the first of April they begin to fish again for cod, and 
stop about the middle of May. The lobster season extends from the middle of May until about 
the twentieth of September. The bottom to the east and ·south of the island is sandy and gravelly; 
while to the west and north it is more or less the s~me, with numero11s rocky patches. Codfishing 
is carried on from one-half to one and one-half miles from shore, in depths of four to ten fathoms, 
by about thirty boats using hand-lines only. The lobster pots are set from one-half to two miles 
from shore, in depths of ten to thirteen fathoms. There are from fifteei:i to twenty lobstermen 
fishing from here during the summer, using about one thousand pots. The catch for 1882 
amounted to about one hundred thousand marketable lobsters. The fishermen of No l\f an's Land 
belong entirely to Martha's Vineyard, and live on the former island only during the fishing season; 
they use the "Vineyard fishing-boats." In addition to these, there are several well-smacks from 
New London and Noank, Connecticut, which visit this region more or less constantJy during both 
the cod and lobster seasons, earrying their catch to New York. · 
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... UTIIWES1' LEDGE lies about thirteen miles so11.thwest by south from Gay Head, Martha's 
Yiu yard. It i, oval in outline, extending about two miles east and west a!}d one and one-fourth 
mi1 north and south. The depth of water is about fourteen or fifteen fathoms, and the bottom 
i rocky au<l gravelly. This iR a very good cod gmund, and is resorted to by New York smacks 
in the ummer, and by schooners from New England in the spring, the former using hand-lines and 
the latter trawls. 
Cox's LEDGE is a cod ground, the center of which lies about twenty-three miles southwest 
one-half west from Gay Head, Martha's Vineyard. It is elongate in shape, being _four or five 
miles long, east and west, and about two miles wide. The depths of water range from fifteen t~ 
twenty-two fathoms. The bottom consists of rocks and gravel. Cod are found the entire year, 
and some haddock are also taken. This ground is frequented by eight or ten smacks from New 
Bedford and New Loudon, and three farge schooners from Fair Haven, Massachusetts, the former 
using hand-lines, the latter trawls. The smacks fish principally through the summer and the 
chooners through the early spring. 
Several interesting small areas or "spots " about Cox's Ledge are known to the fishermen. 
They are of very limited extent, but are noted as furnishing excellent fishing. They are described 
as follows: 
'' Southwest Spot" lies about two miles southwest of the ledge. It bas a hard bottom, and 
a depth of twenty fathoms. "West Spot" is about one-half mile west of the ledge, with the same 
character of bottom, and a depth of twenty-two fathoms. "Southeast Spot," situated about 
seven miles southeast of the ledge, .has also the same bottom and a depth of eighteen fathoms. 
Other smaller and less defined spots occur in the same vicinity. 
BROWN'S LEDGE lies six miles southwest by west from Sow and Pigs (Vineyard Sound) 
light-ship. It is about two miles square, and has a rocky bottom, with depths of seven to ten 
fatMms. Cod ar~ taken here in the spring and fall, and tau tog in the fall. This ground 'furnishes 
the last tautog of the season for this part of the coast. Fishing is carried on by smacks from 
New Bedford and Westport, Massachusetts. Some lobsters are canght on this ledge by Noank, 
Connecticut, smacks. 
THE CO.A.ST OF RHODE ISL.A.ND. 
SHARK'S LEDGE bears southeast by south from Block Island light, nine miles to the center. 
Its length, east and w·est, is about five miles. This is a rocky ground, with about twenty fathoms 
of water, and is fished upon for cod and haddock during the winter, or from November to May or 
June, by New York smacks and Block Island. boats using band-lines. Fish are generally abundant. 
There are numerous small, rocky patches, without names, but furnishing good. cod and 
haddock fishing, situated to the south and rnutheast of Block Island, and between that island 
and Shark's Ledge. The season is the same as for the ledge. Fishing is carried on mainly by 
mock Island boats. 
·souTHWEST LEDGE OF BLOCK IsL.A.ND.-The center of this ledge lies about three miles 
outhwe t by we t one-half west from the southwest head of Block Island. It is about two 
mile long in a northeast and outhwe t direction, the inner edge being about two miles off the 
outbwe t head. The width of the ledge is about one-half mile; depth of water, five to nine 
fa.thorn ; character of bottom, rocky. This is a good ground for cod and haddock from November 
t June. It i vi ited by New York macks and Block Island boats. 
:rORTII GROUND OF BLOCK ISL.A.ND lies about one and one-half miles north-northwe t of the 
nun u Y, off th northern end of Block I land, and extends about one mile north an<l south, and 
o -half mile a t and w t. Tlle bo tom is rocky and broken. Thi is a good ground for cod 111 
h priug, and i vi ited by the ame cla of b0ats that re ort to Southwest Ledge. 
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LONG ISL.A.ND SOUND. 
Good sea-bass grounds occur at numerous intervals along the northern side of Long Island, 
close inshore. Off the eastern side of Gardiner's Island there are many small, rocky spots, which 
abound in sea bass, and which the :fishermen :fiud by means of ranges on shore . . Again, from off 
Brown's Hill, near Orient, to Hortonrs roint light, in Southold, there are a series of rocky spots, 
situated at irregular intervals close to the shore, where good sea-bass :fishing is found. These. 
spots are mostly eddies on either side of points or small headlands, and have depths of ni_ne to 
twelve feet. They are of slight extent, seldom more than ten rods in diameter, and are resorted 
to by small boats from the neighboring shores, principally for pleasure, though to some extent as · 
a regular business. The :fishermen go one in a boat. Fleets of ten to :fifteen of these boats often 
colle~t together on one of these grounds at a time. The most western sea-bass grounds of Long 
Island Sound are situated off Eaton's Point, near Huntington Bay, in twelve feet of water, with 
rocky bottom. Black:fish are also found here. Fishing is carried on in the sa:ine· manner as to 
the east. The sea-bass season in Long Island Sound is from the middle of. June to the last of 
September. 
Scup and smal_l bl ue:fish, called " snappers," are caught in most of the bays and harbors 
of tong Island So-qnd. The latter fish are most abundant in tide-ways. Both species are taken 
mainly in depths of one to three fatb.oms, on sandy bottoms, by pleasure parties, but are seldom 
sought after by professional :fishermen. · 
'.I.'HE OU'.I.'ER SIDE OF LbNG ISL.AND. 
· 1\-foN'.I.'.A.UK POINT GROUND lies between Montauk P~int, Long Island, and Great Eastern 
Rock, with depths of four to seven fathoms and a rocky bottom. This is a cod ground from 
April 1 to June 1, and is resorted to in the summer for sea bass. Fishing is done with hand-lines. 
only. 
N.A.PEAGUE .BE.A.CH GROUND is an inshore cod ground, extending from south of J.VIontauk· 
Point along Napeague Beach, a distance of about ten miles. Fishing is carried on from one-half 
to one and one-half miles off the beach, on sandy bottoms, in depths of three to eight fathoms, by 
New York smacks using trawls. The season lasts from the middle of April until the first of 
June. 
E.A.ST HAMPTON GROUND begins off East Hampton, at a distance of three to five miles from 
shore, and extends westward, parallel with the shore, a distance of eight miles. The bottom 
consists of sand; the depths range from fourteen to seventeen fathoms. The season and fishing 
boats are the same as for the last ground. 
SHINNICOCK BAY GROUND begins off Sbinnicock light, at distances .of seven to fifteen miles. 
from shore, and exten<ls parallel with the shore, a distance of about ten miles, to off Moriche's 
Bay. The bottom is sandy and broken, with depths of sixteen to twenty-four fathoms. This -
is a winter cod ground, the season lasting from the first of January to May. Fishing is carried 
on by New York and New England smacks using trawls. 
R.A.ccooN WooDs GROUND. lies close off Fire Island Beach, about one-fourth of a mile from 
land, and extends from off Raccoon Woods to Fire Island light, a distance of about seventeen 
miles. The bottom is sandy ·; depths, two to five fathoms. This is a spring and fall cod ground, 
and is visited by New York market smacks using trawls. 
SEC III--4 · 
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FIRE I 'L~'D FF-SIIORE GROUND.-The center of t,his ground bears about southeast from 
} ir J ·l, net light; di ' tanc , fifteen to eighteen miles. It is about fl ve miles w:ide and from fifteen 
to ight en mHe Jong, extending nearly parallel with the neighboriug Long Island shore. The 
1 pth range from ixteen to twenty-three fathoms; the bottom consists of sand and gravel, with 
a w ed. and ea clam . This i a winter cod ground for New York market smacks using trawls. 
IIOLER.A. BANK lie. about twelve miles south of Jones Inlet, and is about one mile long, 
ea t and we t, and one-half mile wide.. The bottom is rocky; depth, twel,e fathoms. Fall 
ground for cod; Yisitcd by New York market smacks. 
MUSSEL RIDGE is situated southeast of Jones Inlet, about one and one-half miles off the 
beach, and ha depths of eight to ten fathoms, with a bottom of sand, mussels, and clams. This 
i a cod ground in the fall and spring; visited by New York market smacks and small sloops from 
Jone Inlet. 
DILLBERRY GROUND extends westward, parallel with the shore, from three to five miles off 
Jone Inlet, to off Rockaway Inlet, a distance. of fourteen to fifteen miles. 'l'he depths of •water 
range from four to ten fathoms; the bottom is sandy, with some rocks. This is a boat 
fl bing-ground for cod in the spring and fall, and some :fishing is also done in the winter. 
THE CO.A.ST OF NEW JERSEY. 
ROCKY GROUND lies from twelve to fifteen miles southeast of Highlan<l. light, New Jersey~ 
and i about three miles long, southeast and northwest, and one mile wide. Cod are occasionally 
taken here in the winter, but the principal fishery is for bluefish in the summer. This region is 
dsited by the New York market smacks. 
ROCKY SPO'.I.'S IN THE CHANNEL a_re located about eight miles south-southeast from Sandy 
miok light-ship, in depths of twenty fathoms. This area is about three miles square, and is 
mainly -valued as a bluefish ground. 
FISHING BANK begins southeast of Highland light, about three miles from land, and extends 
outh a distance of about eight miles. Depths, eight to twelve fathoms; bottom, sandy and 
rocky. This is a good gro~md for bluefish and sea bass in the summer. 
Sn.ARK RIVER GR0UND.-The center of this ground bears southeast from Long Branch; 
<li tance, six miles. It is about three miles square, with depths of twelve to sixteen fathoms. 
Cod are found here in the winter and bluefish in the summer. 
SQU.A.N GROUND begins about :fifteen miles southeast of Squan, and runs to within five miles 
northea, t of Barnegat light. It is located on the so-called twelve-fathom ridge, where the bottom 
con i t mainly of sand, stones, and mu sels. This is a winter ground for cod. 
EAS'r OF BARNEGAT LIGHT.-The center of this ground lies from twelve to fifteen miles 
ea,t of Barnegat light. It extends about seven or eight miles north and south, and is about 
three miles broa,l. The depths of water range from twelve to sixteen fathoms. The bottom is 
ancly aml gTavelly, with sea clam . A winter cod ground; visited by New York market smacks. 
EGG HARBOR GR0UND.-The center of this ground lies fifteen miles southeast of Egg 
Harbor light. The ground is about fifteen miles long and three miles broad, and extends 
parall 1 with the neighboring coa t. Depth , twelve to fifteen fathoms; bottom, sandy, with 
alg, . a clam , and mu el . A winter cod ground; resorted to by New York market smacks. 
B 'EC ... r GROUND b ar outh of Ab ecum light fifteen to eighteen miles to the center of 
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Depths, scYen to fifteen fathoms; bottom, sandy and grayelly, with clams. A cod ground; visited 
by New York market smacks and sloops from Atlantic City using trawls. 
TOWNSEND GROUND is a very small clay bank, situated about ten miles east-southeast of 
Townsend Inlet. It is about ten rods square, with a depth of ten fathoms. Th~s is a good sea-
bass ground in the summer; visited by New York market smacks. 
HEREFORD GROUND lies about nine miles east of Hereford light. It is about four miles · 
square, with sandy and rocky bottom, and depths of nine to ten fathoms. Sea-bass ground, of 
the same character as the last. 
FIVE-FATHOM BANK lies mostly to the north and east of the buoy, located north of the Ffre-
Fatho~ Bank light-ship. It extends five or six mileseast of the buoy, and one or two -miles west 
of it, and has a width of about three miles. This ·bank is a series of gullies, the depths ranging 
from three to ten fathoms, and the bottom consisting of sand, with many mussels. It is a winter 
cod ground ; visited by the New York market smacks. 
THE CO.A.S'l' OF DEL.A.WARE. 
OLD GROUND.-The cross-bearings to the center of this ground are given as follows: Cape 
Henlopen, bearing northwest, distant fiftee~ miles; Indian River, bearing west, distant ten miles. 
This ground is about eight miles long, north and south, and three miles broad_; depths of water, 
nine to fourteen · fathoms; bottom, rocky. It is one of the largest and oldest known grounds of 
this part of the coast, and the most extensive rocky bottom south of 1\fontauk Point. Cod are 
taken here in the winter and sea bass in the summer by New. York market smacks, and sea pass 
in the summer by Philadelphia pungies. 
SAND-DITCH BAR bears northeast from Kit's Hammock Beach, from which the center is four 
miles distant, and i~ two miles long in an east and west direction by one-half mile wide. _This 
is really an oyster-bed, having a depth of eight feet . only at low tide, and is visited by local 
fishermen !n summer, for weakfish and other species which frequent these waters. 
SOUTHEAST BANK, which is similar to the last in character and in the varieties of fish taken, 
bears south-southeast from Kit's Hammock Beach; distance, iive miles. It is eigh.t miles long in 
a direction corresponding with the trend of the bay, and half a mile wide. The depth of water 
at low tide is twelve fee~, and the bot,tom consists of blue clay. 
THE COAST OF MARYLAND FROM ISLE OF WIGH'l; TO CHINCOTEAGUE INLET. · 
Along this stretch of coast no outside fishing-grounds, properly speaking, occur at any 
distance from the land; but menhaden, bluefish, and sea mullet am taken on the outer beaches 
with seines, and drum:fish are caught in the same localities with hooks and lines. In the inner 
waters of -Assatea.gue, Sinepuxent, and Isle of Wight Bays quite an extensive seine and gill-net 
fi shery is carried on for striped bass, perch, and various other spe~ies of fish. 
THE EAS1'ERN COAST OF VIRGINIA FROM CHINCOTEAGUE INLET TO HOG ISLAND. 
This coast is low and sandy, with a very gradual slope out under the water, an average depth 
of seven to eight fathoms only being reached at a dii;;tance of five miles from the land. Over this 
section, however, within seven or eight miles of the land, there are quite a number of shoals, 
with depths of three and one-half to six fathoms, on which cod are saJd to occur in the winter. 
Hook and line fishing, in a small way for home supplies, is carried on in the creeks and inlets 
of this coast, where fish are plentiful enough to supply a much larger demand. This region alRo 
fnrnishcs a good ground for seining menhaden in their season. · 
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THE CO.A.ST FROM CAPE CHARLES, VIRGINIA, TO SOUTHERN FLORIDA. 
The bores of this coast consist almost entirely of long, sandy beaches and a great number 
of low, mar hy i lands, separated by diffusely branching tide channels. These channels som_e-
time ha,e a considerable width at high tide, but at low water_ are usually narrow, leaving broad 
flats expo e<l. Good fishing-grounds exist along almost the entire coast, but fish are now mostly 
taken on the sandy shores near tbe deeper holes and in . the various inlets only in the vicinity 
of the larger towns and cities, as in such localities only cau a market be found for the catch. 
Fi h are more abundant in the inlets than on the outer shores. l\1.ullet1 are taken along the outer; 
and inner shores of both North and South Carolina by fishing crews, who build temporary camps 
to la t only during the fishing season. Bluefish are found along the entire/ coast1 from Cape Cod 
to Southern Florida, and c_onstitute one of the most important species south of Chesapeake 
Bay. There are two principal localities where bluefish are ta.ken in gill-nets in the late fall and 
winter. One of these is situated off Cape May, in the vicinity of Five Fathom Bank . . The otber 
is on the coast of North Carolina, beginning a few miles below Cape Henry and extending to 
Cape Hatteras Inlet. 
VICINITY OF CAPE LooK0UT.-On the south side of Cape Lookout, and within a short 
distance of the beach, mullet, Spanish mackerel, drum-, and sheep's-bead abound, and toward the 
end of the cape large quantities of menhaden are seined. In this vicinity, a fishery for porpoises 
and whales is also carried on, usually at a Rhort distance from the shore, by means of small boats. 
In the sound, inside of the outer beach, mullet and several other species of small fish are common. 
in their season. 
BE.A.UF0R'.I.' HARBOR, .NORTH C.A.R0LIN.A..-At and off the entrance to this harbor there are 
good bluefishing-grounds in summer. To the eastward of the entrance, along ~he beach of 
Shackleford Banks, "sea trout" are seined. for in the spring and fall, and drum and mackerel are 
'3aught in the fall. Inside of these banks sea trout, sheep's-bead, hogfish, and spots are also taken 
in ·the fall . We&t of the entrance, along the outer shore of Bogue's Banks, for a distance of 
1 The cientific names of the several species of fish referred to on pages 52 to 55 are as follows: 
Bass . -....... - ....... _ ........ _ .. _ ................ Scic.enops ocellatus. 
Ba tard Snapper_ -........................... _ ..... Rhomboplites auroruberzs. 
Black Grunt ... ~ .........................•...... .. Hc.emulon formosum. 
Blackfish or Sea Bass .............•••.........•.•.. Oentropristis atra1·ius. 
Bluefi h .........................••••....... _ .••••. Pomatomus saltatrix . 
Butter-fish ............ _ ...............•........... Stromatcus alepidotus. 
Cobia ....................................•....... . Elacate atlantica. 
Drum ...................•..••..•.....•........... _ Pogonias chromis. 
Grunts ..... .. ............•. · .........•......... .... Hremvlon (-various species). 
Hogfi h . ........ ....................••••........• . P01noda8'1JS fult•ornaculatus. . 
Jack . - ... - .................. ~ ..................... Oaranx hippos·, and other carangoids; the name is also ap-
. plied to the Pompano. 
l\1enbat1en .•••. •••••. ...•••• ......•.•••••. ... .. .... Brevoortia tyrannus . 
Mullet . -... ........ ... ....... .... .. .....•... ~ •.... Mugil brasiliensis and M . albula. 
Porgees ....... . ....... .... ............. ......... . _Sfenotonws aculcatus,fc. 
Red napper . . ........•....•.... . .•.. . ••• ....... . . Lutjamis Blackfordii. 
ailor' ·-Choice .. - ...... - .........•............ . . .. Lagodon rhomboides. 
ea-trout -..................................... _ ... Oynoscion m acnlcitmn. 
• 'he P -head ........ •••••• .....•.. ... ............ . Archosargus probatocephalus . 
paui h Ia.ck r l. ... .. ....... -...... -......... - . : . comberomorns maculatus. 
'pot .......................................... · .... Liostomus obliquus. 
potted Ba . ( e Ba ··.) 
• quirr 1-fi h -· - -................................ .. Di11lectrmnfasciculare. 
Tanton-··· - · · · · · · · - - - - . - -- - ...................••.•. Tau toga oniti8. 
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two miles or more from Fort Macon, sea trout are taken in seines in the spring and summer. 
Inside of Fort Macon they are taken in the fall. Farther west, off the beach, whale-fishing ii:; 
carried on by small boats from the shore. 
VICINITY OF C.APE FEAR, NORTH CAROLINA.-At the entrance to Wilmington River, near 
Fort Uaswell, · and along the beach south of the fort, a distance of twelve to fifteen miles, . 
mullet are taken in the fall in haul-seines. North of .Cape Fear, along the outer beach and in the 
waters inside, mullet, sea trout, amilseveral other speci~s of fish abound in their season and are 
fished for with gill-nets and seines. 
VICINITY OF CHARLESTON, SOU'l'H CAROLINA.-All ·along the shore, a distance of ten to 
fifteen miles on both sides of the entrance to Charleston Harbor, mullet seining is extensively car-
ried on in the fa 11. 
THE OFF-SHORE FISHING-GROUNDS OF SOU'l'H CAROLINA AND GEORGI.A.1 
CAPE Eol\IAIN BANK.-This is a small, rocky patch, about half a mile square, situated eight 
miles south-southeast from Cape Romairi light, and four miles south by west from the outer shoal 
buoy. It has a depth of eight fathoms, the bottom consisting of lime rock and gravel with 
willow corals (Gorgonians) growing upon it. Fish are caught on this ground from June to 
October, the following varieties being taken, namely: Sea bass, porgees, gruqts, bluefish, sharks, 
a few sailor's-choice, and in October spotted bass which often weigh from thirty to forty pounds 
each. 
INNER EAST BANK bears southeast by east from Charleston light-ship; distance, eight miles. 
It extends one mile east and west and one-half mile north and south, and has a depth of seven 
and one-half fathoms. It is frequented by smacks and small boats, the smacks going there from 
June to December, and the small boats only from June to September. The fishing is done with 
hooks and lines, and the following kinds of fish are caught: blackfish, porgees, jacks (abundant), 
and :flounders. 
OUTER EAST BANK bears southeast by east from Charleston light-ship; distance, eleven 
· miles. It extends one mile east and west and one-half mile north and south, and has eight and 
one-half to ten fathoms of water upon it, the bottom consisting of coral rock, and yellow sand. 
The same smacks and boats fish on this bank that visit the Inner East Bank, the_ season being the 
same and also the species of fish taken. 
EASTERN HOLE bears southeast by ~ast fifteen mHes from Charleston light. It is about 
a mile in diameter, with a depth of twelve fathoms, and ·a bottom or' lime rock, sand, and willow 
corals. It is fished on by smacks only, from October to April. Sea bass are the fish chiefly 
caught in the day-time, but at night tom-cod, butterfish, tautog, and· a few :flounders are also 
taken. · 
OUTER SOUTHEAST GROUND bea~s southeast twenty-seven and one-half miles from Cl..larleston 
light, and extends five miles east and west and two miles north ancl sou,th. The bottom is mostly 
coral rock, with many purple willow corals (Gorgonians). The south side of the ground is covered 
with large red shells, the east side with bright white sand and white sand mixed with black 
specks, the west side with shells and sand. The smacks fish here from November to April and 
May, the catch consisting of sea bass, bastard snappers, red snappers, and jacks. 
INNER SOU1.'HEAST BANK bears southeast ten miles from Charleston light, and extends two 
aud one-half miles east and west and one and one half miles north and south. It has about ten 
1 Frequented by the smack and boat :fishermon running to the Cha,rleston markets and· elsewhere on that coast. 
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fathom , of ater and a coral bottom. This is a summer fishi~g-ground, and small boats and 
macks visit it from May until August. Porgees, blackfish, red-mouth grunts, black grunts, tau tog: 
sailor's-choice, and cobias are taken. Porgees school here abundantly in August, and about 
three hundred is considered a fair day's catch; these. weigh from three-fourths of a pound to one 
pound each, and are tieu in bunches of five each for sale. The average daily catch of blackfish 
is two hundred and fifty; of grunts three . hundred; but only a few tautog, black grunts, and 
sailor's-choice are taken. Cobias come _in May and remain until July; they drive all other fish 
away from these grounds. The average daily catch of this species to a man is three~ 
COFFIN LAND GROUND or INNER GROUND bears south-southeast eight miles from Charleston 
light, and is three miles long east and west by two and one-half miles wide north and south. 
The l>ottom is of coral rock and the depth seven to nine fathoms. Smacks and boats ti.sh on this 
ground with hooks and lines (the only method pursued on these grounds) principally from April 
to December. Jacks are caught from April to August, porgees from July t.o October, and black-
fish and sea bass from the first of October to the first of December. The average daily catch to 
a man of all kinds is about four hundred fish. 
OLD FARMS GROUND bears south-southeast eighteen miles from Charleston light, is :fise 
miles loug east and west by three miles wide north and south, and has a depth of twelve to 
seventeen fathoms, with a bottom of coral and broken shells. This is a winter fishing-ground 
and only smacks resort to it. Sea bass, red snappers, and bastard snappers are the principal 
fish taken from October to April, but, besides these, a few tautog, black grunts, and red-mouthed 
grunts are caught. The bait used on this and other grounds in the vicinity is blackfish, shark, 
and squid. The former is the l>est. Tµe daily catch of fish to a man is about three hundred. 
OUTER OLD FARMS GROUND bears south-southeast twenty-five miles from Charleston light, 
and is three miles long east and west by one and one-half miles wide north and south. The bottom 
is of' coral rock with "willows," and the depth seventeen fathoms. This is also a winter ground 
for the same kinds of fish that are caught on the· Old Farms, and fishing is carried on from 
October to April. 
INNER SoU'.1.'H GROUND bears south one-half east from Charleston light;· distance, fifteen · 
miles. Its length is one and one-half miles east and west, and its width one-half mile north and 
south. It has t":elve fathoms of water, and an uneven bottom of coral rock and yellow '' willows." 
This is a winter ground, resorted to by smacks only, from December until April. Blackfish, · 
bastard snappers, red snappers, black grunts, porgees, nnd occasionally sharks, nursefish, and 
squirrel fish are taken. Bastard snappers are the most plentiful, while the other kinds are 
generally scarce. 
OUTER SOUTH GROUND bears south one-half east, twenty-seven and one-half miles, from 
O4arle ton light, and extends two miles east and west and t-hree-fourths of a mile north and south. 
The depth of water is fourteen and one-half fathoms, and tbe bottom consists of coral rocks, 
yellow "willows," and sponges. It is a winter ground, fished on from December to April. The 
am kinds of fish occur upon it as upon the Inner South Ground. 
EDISTO BANK bears southeast by south eleven miles from Edisto Harbor. It is one mile 
loug ea t and we t by one-fourth of a mile wide, and has a depth of eight to ten fathoms. The 
bottom consi, ts of rocks and shells and on the north side of red sand. Smacks fish here from 
April to October. The fi. h taken are sea ba , porgees, red-mouthed grunts, a few jacks, and 
occa ion lly a cobia. Shark (puppy bark ) are o plentiful in June a to stop fl. hing. 
BL NK GROUND ears outhwe t one-be lf onth eight or nine miles from Outer South 
r un 1 and ext nd :£ ur or five mil a t and we t an<.l two mile north and south. It has 
• 
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fourteen fathoms of water; and the bottom consists mostly of "willows," with some other corals. 
Fishing is best in January. 
TYBEE GROUND bears east one-half north twelve to fourteen miles from Martin's Industry 
light-ship. It is one and one-half miies long southeast arid northwest, and one-half mile wide. 
The bottom consi!3tS of shells and corals, the depth being nine to nine· and one-half . fathoms. 
This grouud is resorted to by the smacks, from .August to 'January, for black:fish and trout, which 
are taken to the Charleston market, fifty miles-distant. 
TYBEE DEEP WATER GROUND bears southeast forty miles from Tybee light-house, and is 
three miles long northwest and southeast by two miles wide. The bottom consists of corals, 
"willows," fine sand, and shells, and the depths range from :fifteen to eighteen fathoms. Smacks 
fish here from January to March for blackfish and snappers. 
SAPELO GROUND bears east by nor~h from Wolf 'Island, from which it is ten miles dist.ant. 
It is four miles long north and south. and one mile wide. The bottom consists of corals and 
shells, and the depth is nine to ten fathoms. _Smacks fish here for blackfish and snappers -for 
the Charleston and Savannah markets, from June to January. 
FERNANDINA GROUND bcar.s from east-southeast to east by north from Fernandina light-
house; distance, fifteen miles. This is a nearly ·circular ground from seven to ten miles in 
diameter. The bottom is of corals and is generally broken, the average depth being seventeen 
fathoms. It is fished on in the winter season for black:ftsh and other species. 
11. THE GULF OF MEXICO. 
THE FISHING-GROUNDS OF THE GULF OF MEXICO BELONGING TO THE UNITED STATES. 
BY SILAS STEARNS. 
The sou them and easternmost of the fishing-grounds of the Gulf coast are those of the Florida 
Reefs, which are mainly visited by the Key West 1!1-arket fleet. 
These reefs, as a natural consequence of their coral formation and the protection a.ffortled by 
their uneven surfaces, are exceedingly well popu'Iated with all the forms of in-vertebrate animals 
common ·to this latitude, and, therefore, we find about them an abundance of fishes, attracted 
by the vast stores of food. On the Gulf St.ream side of the keys all forms of antmal life exist in 
greater abundance than on the opposite side, owing probably to the greater depth, clearness, and 
warmth of the water. In the narrow channels through· the reefs, and about solitary rocks and 
clusters of rocks the best fishing-grounds usually exist, but the kind of fish sought for has much 
to do with this, for some kinds swim in open wa_ter in search of prey, and others along the 
bottoms of channels, while others again obtain their food from the sides of high-standing rocks 
and in shoal water. , 
During warm weather fish abound both outside and inside of the Reef to the south shoLe of 
the keys, but during cold '' northers," when much of the cold water from Florida Bay is driven 
through between, and to the south of, the keys, the majority of the fish retreat to the outer side 
of the Reef, where t~ey can be in the warm water of the Qulf Stream. This movement is 
particularly noticeable with the kingfish (Scomberomorus regalis), and it is during such cold spells 
that the largest catches of this species are made, for they ar.e then congregated within narrow 
limits. The kinds of ~sh commonly taken on these grounds are as follows : 
Carangus hippos. ,T ackfish. Enneacentrus punctatus. Coney. 
Paratractus pisquetus. Horse-eye Jack. Sarothrodus bimaculatiis. White .. A ..ngel-fish. 
Decapterus punctat1ts. Holacanthus ciliaris. Yellow Angel-fish. 
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eriola ptmctatu . Amber-fish. 
Ha:mulon pmwtatus. White Grunt, Yellow 
Grunt, Black Grunt. 
Lutjanus caxis. Gray Snapper. 
I/tttjanus Blackfordii. Red Snapper. 
Lutjanus Stcarnsii . Mangrove Snapper. 
.Jf e oprion uni notatits (')· Schoolmaster Snapper. 
Oc-yurus. chrysurus. Yellow-tail Snapper. 
Tri otropis brunneus. Black Grouper. 
Trisotropis falcatits. Grouper. 
Trisotropis undulosus. Rock:fish. 
Epi1iephel1u,s morio. Red Grouper. 
Epinephelus striatus. Nassau Grouper. 
Epinephelus nigritus. Jew-fish. 
Holaoanthus tricolor. Black Angel-fish. 
Sparus pagrus. Porgee, Margate fish, Goat's-
head Porgee, Sheep's-head Porgee. 
Scomberoniorus·regalis. Kingfish or Cero. 
Scomberomorits 1naculatus. Spanish Mackerel. 
Sc(nnberomorus caballa. Kingfish or Cero. 
Sphyrrena picuda (')· Barracuda . 
Lagodon rhomboides. Sailor's-Choice. 
Lachnolr.emus f alcatus. Hogfish. 
Scimnops ocellatus. Channel Bass. 
Oentropristis atrarius. Sea Bass. 
Balistes capriscus. Turbot. 
Pomatomus sa,ltatrix. Bluefish. 
Menticirrus alburnus. Whiting. 
Epinephelus Dritmmond-Hayi. Deer Grouper, Oyphosus Boscii. Brim. 
Hind. 
Proceeding northward in the Gulf from th~ Florida Reefs fishing-grounds, we find innumerable 
places for sea-fishing, which follow one another so continuously from the Tortugas Keys to the 
mouth of the Mississippi River, that the" entire region can be best described as an extensive 
:fl bing-grounu in the form of a broad belt following the general contour of the coast. 
The character of the southern portion of these· grounds, from about the latitude of Anclote . 
Ke;ys southward, is differen~ from that of the northern portion in some respects. The bottom at 
the south seems to consist (?f a more recent formaition than at the north; there is less sand and 
mud, and fish occur near to and among the ledges which ~taml up from the deposit of sand and 
shells. 
Along the coast from Anclote Keys to Ch3;rlotte Harbor there exist extensive and coutinuous 
lines of ledges, upon which, as well as in the gullies between, fisp. abound. The same kind of bottom 
is again found just north of the Florida Reefs, but between the two regions there is an almost 
barren waste of sand. 
The fi bing-grounds on the off.shore limit of this section are, so far · as known, in the gullies 
between the rocks where there are living corals, or else in gullies in sandy and shelly bottoms 
also containing living corals and a soft rock formation. · 
The grounds of the northern portion, embracing the region between Anclote Keys and tb.e 
mouth of the Mississippi River, are wholly in gullies_: The bottom off to a depth of about twenty 
fathom generally consists of sand with an admixture of broken shells, but in the gullies, which 
vary from one hundred to one thousand yards in width ancl from one-fourth of a mile to several 
miles in length, the bottom is covered with living and dead corals or bard rock. Outside of 
about twenty fathoms, rocky and coral bottom predominates, ancl the soundings show it to be 
very uneven. At some places ih this northern portion the small gullies or gulches &re found 
quite near to the coa t, a , for instance, off Appalachee Bay, Dog Island, and Crooked Island, off the 
oa t between Saint ndrew's and Choctawbatchee Bays, and off Pensacola, where they occur in 
from five to ten fathoms of water. 
The deepe t waters in which fi hing i carried on in the Gulf of :Mexico are off Pensacola, in a 
outhea t direction and in a depth of n arly fifty fathom . 
Ju tea t of the· li i ippi River and off Mi sissippi Sound there are a few small gulches 
in hor i h were firm rly r orted to, but are not fished on now. 
h g n ral hara t r of th ottom in tbi ection. i muddy, and it L po ·sible that the 
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sediment from the Mississippi River is filling up the fishing-holes near by. West of the 
Mississippi, off the coasts of Louisiana and Texas, the bottom is also muddy. Several fishing 
schooners from Pensacola have careftilly explored this region and have found but two or three 
small patches of hard bottom. ~hese yielded a few fares of red snappers and were left for the time 
as almost barren. Since they are in shoal water (10 to 20 fathoms) it is probable that they are 
inhabited only in summer when the. water is warm, and even then only to a slight extent. 
On the grounds of . the southern portion or district, as I have ~classed it, the maj9rity of the 
edible fish taken are groupers, chiefly _the red and black groupers (Epinephelus mQrfo and 
Trisotropis brunneus) while the red snappers are much 1 abundant. On the northern grounds it is 
just the opposite, red snappers being more numerous and groupers much less common. Other kinds 
. of fish are often caught, many of which are not salable. The most common of these are as follows, 
those marked with an asterisk not being eaten: 
Balistes capriscus. Leather Jacket or ~urbot. * 
Epinephelus Drummond-Hayi. Hind. 
Epinephelits nigr#us. Jew-fish, Warsaw. 
Echeneis naucrateoides. Suckerfish.* 
Lutjanus Stearnsii. Mangrove Snapper. 
Sparus pagrus. Porgee. 
Oentropristis atrariits. Sea Bass. 
Rhomboplites aurorubens. Bastard Snapper. 
Lagocephalus lwvigatus. Bottle-fish.* · 
Scfrenop8 ocellatus. Channel Bass, Redfish. 
Batrachus taupardus. Sea Robin.* 
Seriola bonariensis. Rock Salmon .. 
Seriola Stearnsii. Amber-fish. • 
Trisotropis f alcatus. Scamp. 
Several .species of sharks.* 
• 
The off-shore fishing-grounds, off Cedar Keys, where red-snappers, groupers, and' such fishes 
can be caught, lie over thirty miles in a westerly direction from Cedar Keys. From there, by 
following the deepest water on a southeast or a northwest course~ fish are found in abundance, 
until shoal water is reached, either off Tampa Bay or off Cape Saint George. On these banks 
groupers, especially the red grouper, are found in greater abundance than to the westward, any 
where between Cape Saint George and the Mississippi River; and, on an average, two-thirds of 
the catch will be groupers and one-third snappers. On the bottom there · is a greater deposit of 
lime rocks, anq. probably more living corals, etc., than in the ~eilsacola Bight, which explains the 
causes of their abundance. 
Along the entire coast there is a tendency among these fishes to move from the shoaler water 
t o off-shore grounds at the approach of cold· weather. During mild winters they remain inshore, 
but during severe seasons they are not to he found there. 
The fishermen prefer to take fish from shoal water, as it is less laborious. than deep-water 
fishing, and the fish taken there are much hardier and better able to bear transportation alive in 
vessels' wells than those from very deep water. The consequence is that the grounds of the 
deep-water regions are not much explored, and it is probable that the most important store of 
food-fishes of th& GuJf has not yet been drawn upon. 
The seining flats are smooth sand-bars lying in the thoroughfares of schooling fishes, and con-
veniently located for drawing the seines ashore. Su~h place.s are not common along the coasts of 
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south we~ tern Florida, and of Louisiana and Texas, where the shores are mainly uneven and marshy, 
but where they do occur fishing establishments are formed each season. In the regions most con-
venient to markets nearly all the favorable seining :fla,ts have been secured by fishermen or fishing 
firms, who build permanent houses and wharves_for the prosecution of their business. 
At other and more remote points, temporary shanties, generally constructed from palmetto 
leaves are built which are occupied one year by one crew and the next year by another, according ' ' . to whichever reaches the loca,lity first. Those nearest the markets are the most used and have the 
most elaborate and complete outfits. Probably in the course of a few years all sujtable sites will 
have been secured. Usually they occur ar tlle entrances to bays or rivers, or on islands or pro-
jecting points of land-places where schools of fishes coming from, or going to the sea, must 
approach near the shore. 
The region from Appalachee Bay to the mouth of the Mississippi River has an almost unbroken 
shore that is suitable for seining. As a result, there are few permanent stations, and the fishing is 
carried on from small vessels and boats that accommodate the crew and their catch while on short 
trips from the nearest markets. 
THE FLORID.A. · SPONGE GROUNDS. 
The Florida sponging-grounds form three separate and elongate stretches along the · 
southern and western coasts of the State. The first includes nearly all the Florida Reefs; the 
second extends from Anclote Keys to Cedar Keys, and the third from just north of Cedar Keys to 
Saint Mark's, in Appalachee Bay. The Florida Reef gr<:unds have a linear extent of about one 
hundred and twenty miles, beginning near Key Biscayne., in the northeast, and ending in the 
south, at Northwest Channel, just west of Key West. TM northeastern half of the grounds are 
very narrow, having an average width of only about five miles, and being limited to the outer 
side of the reefs. At about the Matacumbe Keys the grounds broaden out so as to cover . . 
the entire width of the reefs, which are much broader here than at the north. The entire 
southern half of the grounds have more or · less the same breadth, which i~ about thirteen or 
fourteen miles. The second sponge-ground begins just so-qth bf Anclote Keys, with a bread.th of 
seven or eight miles, but rapidly broadens out toward the north to a width of fifteen miles, which 
it maintains from a point about opposite Bay Port to Sea Horse Reef, just south of Cedar Keys. 
The total length of this sponging-ground is about sixty geographical miles. Its distance from the 
shore varies somewhat; at the south the inner edge approaches within four or five m!les of the 
mainland, and comes close upon Anclote Keys; but throughout the remainder of its extent it is 
distant from six to eight miles _from the shore, until it touches the shallow bottom and reefs of 
Cedar Keys. The depth of water on these grounds, as indicated on the Coast Survey charts, 
ranges from three to six fathoms, but many portions are undoubtedly shallower than this. The 
northern sponging-ground, which maintains a nearly uniform width throughout, is about seventy 
miles long by about fifteen miles broad. It approaches to within about five miles of the shore, 
and terminates ju t off the mouth of Saint Mark's River. The depth of the water upon these 
grounds is the same as upon the next one to the south-from three to five fathoms. 
The total area of the Florida sponging-grounds, which are now being worked upon, including 
al o those which were formerly fi bed but have since been more or le3s abandoned, may be 
roughly stated at about three thou and square geographical miles. This does not, however, 
probably indicate the entire extent of tbe sponging-grounds of the Florida waters, for the fact 
that new ground are being con tautly di covered would indicate that there might still be more 
to fin , and it i certain that no v ry strenuou efforts have yet been made to extend the already 
kn wn oun l , the di. ·cov ry f new ection g rally having been made by accident. 
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LIST OF THE FISHLVG-STATIONS ON THE GULF COAST OF THE UNITED S!}ATES. 
BY SIL.AS STE.ARNS. 
[The numbers refer to the chart prepared by Mr. Silas Stearns to show ihe fishing-grounds of the Gulf coast of the 
United States. J 
No. 1. . C.APTIVA FISHERY.- Situated upon the north end of Captiva Island, mouth of 
Charlotte H arbor. Consists of temporary palmetto shanties, occupied only through t,he fall for 
the purpose of salting milllet for the Cuban markets. 
No. 2. SP A.NISH FISHERY.- Situated at Lacosta Island, near the main entrance to Ch~rlotte 
Harbor. Includes several buildings, mostly permanent, occupied in the fall for the mullet 
fishery. Spaniards from Key West carry on this fishery. 
No. 3. SPANISH FISHERY.~ Situated near No. 2 and similar to it. - . 
No. 4. GASP.A.RILL.A FISHERY.-Situated upon Gasparilla Island, mouth of Charlotte 
Harbor. Several permanent shanties, owned by the Messrs. Peacons, of Key West, who salt 
mullet for the Cuban trade in the fall. 
No. 5. SARASOTA FISHERY.-.A.t the north end of Little Sarasota Island and on the Big 
Sarasota Pass. Mullet are salted for Cuban ma1:kets at this station in the fall. Temporary 
shanties. 
No. 6. SARASOTA FISHERY.-Near the last. Occupied in 1879 for salting mullet for the 
Florida trade. Temporary shanties. 
No .. 7. HUNTER'S POINT FISHERY.-Situated upon Hunter's Point, the . dividing line 
between Sarasota and Palmasola Bays. Mullet salted for Cuban markets. Buildings permanent 
and the best arranged on the coast. Owned by Sweetzer & Thomson. 
No. 8. PALM.A.SOL.A SM.ALL FISHERY.-Sifoated on the back side of Palmasola Bay. 
Small permanent shanty, occupied each fall by gill-net and cast-net fishermen, who salt mullet 
for home trade. 
No. 9. PALM.A.SOL.A. FISHERY.- Near the last. Occupied by seining-crews every year for 
the purpose of salting mullet for home trade. .A. permanent palmetto shanty. ' 
No.10. PALM KEY FISHERY.-On the north end of Palm Key. Occupied sometimes by 
Key West fishermen and in 1879 by .Appalachicola fishermen. This is a good station for mullet 
in the fall. Contains temporary shanties. 
No. 11. PASS .l GRILLE FISHERY.-On Long Key, in Boca Oeiga Bay. .A station for 
catching and salting mullet during the fall months. Not occupied every year. The catch is 
usually sent to Cuba. The shanties are temporary ones. 
No. 12. TURTLE-OR.AWL POINT FISHERY.-.A.t Turtle-Crawl Point, Booa Ceiga Bay-. A 
mullet fishery, where fish are salted for the Florida trade. Small temporary flhantics, not 
regularly occupied. 
No. 13. KILG0RE's FISHERY.--On the passage from Boca Ceiga Bay to Clear Water 
Harbor. Mr. Kilgore salts fish during the fall for the country trade, and has permanent buildings 
near his house for the work. 
No. 14. .ANCL0TE RIVER FISHERY.- Situated at the mouth of the .A.nclote River. P;:1rties 
are sta tioned here in the fall to catch mullet, which are sold in Florida. .Appalachicola crews 
occupied it in 1879. Permanent shanty. 
No. 15. CRYSTAL RIVER FISHERY.-.A.t the mouth of Crystal River . . .A. station occupied 
each fall by parties from the neighboring country or from Cedar Keys, engaged in the mullet 
fi shery. Temporary shanties. 
No. 16. CHAMBERS MILL FISHERY.-On the coaRt, a few miles north of the mouth of the 
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Cry tal River. Mullet are caught here in the fall for Cedar Keys and the country trade. The 
buildings u ed are those of an abandoned saw-mill. . .. 
No. 17. SUWANNEE RIVER FISHERY.-.At the mouth of the Suwannee River. Sernrng 
crew fl h here for mullet in the fall to supply the country trade and sometimes for_ that of Uedar 
Key . Temporary shanties. . 
No. 17a. PINEY POIN'.I.' FISHERY.-On Piney .Point, between Suwannee and Stemhatchee 
Rivers. Similar to the last. One permanent building. 
No. 18. STEINHATCHEE RIVER FISHERY.- At the mouth of the Steinhatchee River. A 
mullet fishery for country trade. No buildings. 
No.19. FENHOLLOWAY RIVER FISHERY.-At the mouth of the Fenbolloway River. 
Mullet fishing for country trade. Temporary shanties. 
No. 20. OCILLA RIVER FISHERY.-.At the mouth of the Ocilla Ri~er. Carried on for 
mullet in the fall. Catch sold in the country. Temporary shanties. 
No. 21. SHELL POINT FISHERY.-A few miles west of the Saint Mark's River. Occupied 
in the fall by crews who salt mullet for country trade. Permanent shanties. 
No. 22. OYSTER BAY FISHERY.-Carried on for mullet, which are sold to country 
cu tomers. Seines and gill-nets are used. Buildings permanent. 
· No. ·23, DICKERSON BAY FISHERY.- Same as the last. Buildings permanent. 
No. 24. OcKLOKONY BAY FISHERY.-.At the mouth of Ocklokony Bay . .Same as Nos. 22 
and 23. Permanent buildings. 
No. 25. CROOKED RIVER or PICKET'.I.''S FISHERY.-Occupied in the fall for mullet fishing. 
Catch sold, salted, at Appalacbicola. Permanent shanties. 
No. 26. CAT POINT FISHERY.- .A station sometimes occupied by Appalachicola parties. 
Temporary shanties. 
No. 27. INDIAN PAss FISHERY.-.A gill-net station, occupied in the fall by Appalacbicola 
crew . Permanent palmetto shanties. 
No. 28. SAINT JOSEPH'S POINT FISHERY.-Occnpied in the fall by Saint Andrew's Bay and 
Appalachicola crews, while salting mullet and other fishes, and in the spring to catch pompano, 
which are salted or sent to Pensacola fresh. They have several permanent palmetto shanties. 
No. 29. CROOKED ISLAND FISHERY.--A station on the north end of Crooked Island, where 
Saint Andrew's Bay crews fish in the fall and spring, to catch pompano, mullet, sheep's-head, 
redfi h, etc. Temporary shanties or tents. 
No. 30. SAINT ANDREW'S POINT FISHERY.-On the west point at the entrance to the bay, 
a station used by people of Saint Andrew?s Bay for the same purpose as the last. Temporary 
hantie ' and one permanent one. 
No. 31. CAPT. LEN, DESTIN'S FISHERY.-At the Choctawhatchee or Santa Rosa Bay Inlet, 
aptain Destin has tish-house, ice-house, and· very complete arrangements. He fishes nearly all 
the year, chiefly for pompano, ancl sends the catch to Pensacola in ice, also salts a few barrels 
ann ially for country trade. This is the most important pompano fishery in the Gulf. 
:r o. 32. PETIT Bors FISHERY.-On the island of that name, outside of Mississippi Sound, a 
, tation occupied nearly all the year by Mobile and New Orleans seine and gill-net fishermen. 
Fi h old fre h. -
o. 33. HORN IsLA .. ND FrsnERY.-On Horn I land, outside of Mississippi Sound. A station 
imilar to ..:.To. 32. Fi h old fre h. Permanent building for habitation. 
T . 3!. IIAlillELEuR I L ~ms,~ o. 35. GR.A. m GOSIER lsLAND, and No. 36. ISLE BRETON, 
ar all pr mine t tatioo ' for in an ill-n t rew from Z w Orleau who rei.:ort to them at 
in rv, 1 hr u<Yh tb y ar. - fl, h ar 1t lat the place . 
• 
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12. THE OFF-SHORE BANKS, INCLUDING THE GRAND BANKS. 
THE FLE]'IISH C.AP. 
The Ji'lemish Cap is the outermost of the Great Newfoundland Fishing Banks, as it is also tlie 
least perfectly known. The .Admiralty chart locates its eastern end by three lines of soundings 
extending about northeast and sout.hwest, but of its western limit absolutely nothing is known. 
The center of tlie series of soundings given on: the chart lies about one hundred and fifty miles 
east-northeast of the northeastern part of the Grand Bank. Less than one-half of the intervening 
area between these two banks has yet been sounded, so far as indicated on the published charts, 
and the soundings off the northeastern end of the Grand Bank show depths of sixty to one 
hundred and forty-five fathoms only. There is, therefore, a possibility that the Flemish Cap 
extends much nearer to the Grand Bank, and has a mnch greater area than is indicated on the 
charts of the region, and it is even probable that this outlying shoal is a direct continuation 
northeastward of this same large bank. Combining ~he soundings of the .Admiralty chart with · 
information gathered from the Gloucester fisher!nen, who have visited this region, it would appear 
that the known area of the ·Flemish Cap was irreg~larly elongate in outline, the longer axis 
extending about north and south. 
This area lies between the parallels of 46° 50' and 48° north la~itude, and the meridians of 
440 06' and 45° 25' west longitude, the greatest length being, therefore, seventy geographical 
miles, and the greatest width fifty-six miles. Its extent is about two thousand seven hundred and 
fifty square geographical miles. The soundings range from ~eventy-three to one hundred ·and 
~fty-five fathoms, the least depth being located near the center and the southern parts of the bank, 
and the deepest water occurring on the eastern edge. Beyond this, to the eastward, no depths 
. were reached by the vessels making the survey of this region, but the sounding line they used 
appears to have had a total length of only about one hundred and sixty fathoms. · 
The bottom is composed of mud, sand, gravel, pebbles, and rocks, distributed in patches of 
variable extent and character. In the localities resorted to by vessels from the United States the 
prevailing bottom is often a slaty rock, apparently in situ, and forming a smooth surface, on w bich 
the anchor· often fails to take a firm hold. 
Cod and halibut are the only fish that have been sought for on the Flemish Cap. Nothing 
is known about their abundance in the winter, as the bank can only be visited in the spring and 
summer (April to August at the . most). But often during the spring the ·weather is so rough 
that fishing can be carried on only a small part of the time, and after June the region is so 
much infested with ground-sharks that the trawls are rapidly destroyed. .Another danger 
frequently arises from the presence of icebergs, which are o_ften abundant. All of these caqses 
combined have deterred fishermen from frequenting this bank, which, so far as known, has only 
been visited for cod and halibut by a few · vessels from Gloucester during the past few years. 
The region thus far resorted to for cod lies mainly within a distance of ten to fifteen miles of 
47° north latitude and 45° west longitude. In one or two instances, however, large catches of cod 
as well as halibut have · been obtained from eighteen to twenty miles west of the forty_-fifth 
·meridian in 47° north latitude. .According to the statements of the fishermen most familiar with 
these grounds, no trouble is ever experienced in obt~ining large quantities of medium-sized cod, 
which are, howe,·er, below the standard recognized in the United States markets. Larger fish 
are less common, although taken in considerable numbers, and very successful fares have 
occasionally been made. The general opinion is that while fish are· sufficiently abundant, no 
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great d pendenc can be p1aced on securing a profitable trip, on account of the several bindra11ces 
alluded to. 
The be t known llalibut grounds of the Flemis~ Cap are said to be located near the meridian 
of 450 west longitude, between the parallels of 47° 30' and 47° 50' north, where the bottom 
consists of rocks, pebbles, a~d coarse gravel. The only vessels that have visited the Flemish Cap 
ha-ve been those engaged in the salt halibut and cod fishery. 
THE GRAND B.A.NIC. 
This immense fislling-ground, which lies southea·sterly from Newfoundland, is of about the 
ame size as that British province, and equals in extent all of the other off-shore fishing-banks of 
the eastern coast combined. Its area, within the sixty-fathom limit, is about thirty-seven thousand 
square geographical miles. It extends over more than four degrees of latitude from 42° 57' to 47° 
04' north, and over nearly six degrees of longitude, from 48° 06' to 54° 11' west, and has an 
irregularly triangular outline, one side facing north-northwest, another southwest, and the third 
about east by south. The northwestern and eastern sides are each about two hundred and 
sixty-four miles long in a straight line, and the southern side about two hundred and twenty-five 
miles long. 
The most remarkable shoals a,re the _Virgin Rocks and Eastern Shoal Water, located near the 
. center of the northern part of the banks. The- channel separating the bank from Cape Race 
has a width of about thirty-six miles. Considered both as to its area and the extent of its fisheries, 
the Grand Bank is undoubtedly the most important fishing-ground of the world. 
In order to describe its somewhat varied cha-racteristics in sufficient detail, we have, for the 
sake of convenience, divided the area of the bank into several arbitrary _sections suggested by 
their importance as fishing grounds. 
South of 4~0 north latitude the depths range from twenty-fivr. to fifty-three fathoms, and the · 
bottom consists almost entirely of fine sand, varying somewhat in color. Over the east and west 
portions of this section there are, however, a few sca,ttered patches of coarse sand and gravel with 
an admixture of small pebbles, and occasionally of rocks of larger size. The east_ern edge drops 
off rapidly at a distance of a mile or more from the sixty-fathom limit, but ha1ibut have been 
found there abundantly in depths of one to three hundred fathoms. On the western s1de of the 
slope the descent is apparently more gradual, especially north of the parallel of 44° north latitude, 
where a depth of one hundred and fifty fathoms is found at a distance of twenty-five miles or 
more from the edge of the bank. Over the greater part of this area there occur large numbers 
of bank quahogs ( Oyprina islandica), bank clams (Siliqua costata), periwinkTes (Buccinum), and 
mall crustacea, and wherever the bottom is pebbly, sea anemones, sea pumpkins or holotburians, 
and ea lemons (Boltenia) abound, and crabs are generally plentiful. Owing to the strong currents 
that sweep by the eastern edge, and the frequent occurrence there of large icebergs, fishing in 
that locality is attended with many difficulties and some danger. 
Another section may be laid out between the parallels of 440 and 45° 20' north latitude, and 
extending the entire width of the bank. The eastern part of this section, in the vicinity of and 
to the ea tward of the meridian of 50° west, i generally known as tlle '' Eastern Shoal Water." 
It ha depths of twenty-two to thirty-five fathom , and the bottom is mainly composed of fine 
and, with an admixture of gravel, pebble and large stones over certain are~s. The eastern 
edge de cends rapidly into comparatively deep water. The fauna of this section resembles 
tha of the onthern section already described. Between 50° and 51 ° west longitude lies what 
i known among fl bermen as th '' pumpkin bo tom," from the jmmen e quantities of a large 
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holothurian found there. The depths vary from thirty to thirty-eight fathoms, with a bottom 
of sand, gravel, pebbles, and smooth, round rocks. In addition to -the · holothurian~, large 
numbers of star-fishes, periwinkles, crustaceans, bank quahogs, and bank clams also occur. 
West of 510 west longitude aud north of 44° 20' north latitude, in this section, the depths 
range from thirty-six to fifty-five fathoms, the latter soundings occurring only along the edge 
of the bank. The bottom is mostly rocky, the rocks being much perforated with a species of 
boring mollusk. The fishermen's hooks frequently catch in these boles and large fra,gments 
of the rock are in this manner often brought to the surface. 
Besides many of the lower forms of animal life common to other sections of the Grand 
Bank, this area especially abounds in crabs and shrim15s, and many specimens of octopus have 
been taken from the stomachs of fish captured here. To the westward of the si~ty-fathom line, 
the bottom slopes more _or less gradually to a depth of two hundred fathoms, which it reaches 
at a distance of ten to fifteen miles from that line. Within th.e area of this slope the bottom 
is generally composed of sand or mud; but along the edge outside of one hundred and fifty 
fathoms, there occur ·numerous rocky patches of considerable size. This section, between 44° 
. and 45° 20' north latitude, in depths generally less than 55 fathoms, is more commonly resorted 
to by the cod fishermen than any other part of the Grand Bank. 
That portion of the bank lying between 45° 20'_ and 46° north latitude can be considered as 
a third section, concerning which but very little is yet known. In consequence, the greater part 
of this region is generally regarded as barren by the fishermen, although, by trial, it is possible 
that portions of it might furnish good fishing. It has so far been but very little resort~d to. 
This section h~s depths of thirty-two to fifty-seven fathoms, and embraces a great variety of 
bottom in its different parts-fine and coarse sand, pebbles, rocks, and broken shells, variously 
combined. Good catches of cod have been obtained between 50° and 51 o west longitude. The 
'' whale deep" occurs on th~ western part of the section. It is an irregular, shallow depression 
in the ba~k, extending nearly north and south, with a length of about forty-five miles and a 
width of about twenty-three miles. Its southern end lies in about 44° 58', and its northern in 45° 
41' north latitude. The extreme eastern part is in about 52° 14' west longitude. It has depths 
_of fifty-seven to sixty-seven fathoms, the bottom consisting of mud. vVe ,are not informed as to 
the origin of the name by which this area is known, but it does not seem very appropriate, for 
one of its chief characteristics appears to be the absence of whales as well as of fish; while its 
shallowness, as compared with the depths at a ~hort distance off the western edge of the bank, 
is quite marked. 
The fourth or norther,n section of the Grand Bank comprises all that portion lying north 
of the parallel of 46° north latitude. It has an elongate triangular shape, being. one hundred 
and eighty miles long on the parallel of 46°, and is about sixty-four m1les wide on the eastern 
part, where it extends to 47° 04' north latitude. Its width. near the middle is about forty-five 
miles. This section includes .the Virgin Rocks·, which iie in 46° 27' north latitude and 500 54' 
w~st longitude. The area westward of the Virgin Rocks lias depths of thirty-seven to fifty-
three fathoms, and a diversified bottom of s~nd, gravel, pebbles, broken shells, and large rocks. 
It is comparatively little resorted to by the fishing-fleet, and for this reason is less known• than 
mos~ of the other parts of the _bank. 
The group· of small, rocky shoals, known ~s the Virgin Rocks, lies between 460 23' an<l 46° 
28' north latitude, and 50° 50' and 50° 58' west longitude. It consists of a large number of 
submerged elevations, the principal ones being named and characterized as follows: Main Ledge, 
lying in 46° 27' north and 50° 47' west, depths, three to pineteen fathoms; Brier Shoal, just 
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east of Main Ledge, thirteen to twenty fathoms; Southwest Rock, ~outhwest of Main Ledge, 
fourteen fathoms; part of :Main Le<lge, twenty-nine fathoms; Bucksport Shoal, one and one-
fourth miles nearly south of Main Ledge, four and three-fourths to eleven fathoms. .A. short 
distance from the latter shoal, on the south and east sides, are three other smaller shoals, 
called Sea Patch, Lone Star or Harper Shoal, and Bryant Shoal, with depths varying, from 
eleven to nineteen fathoms. South of these again, within a distance of one and three-fourths 
miles, are three more shoals, known as the Bull Dog, Old South Shoal, and Cabinet Shoal, 
with depths of seventeen to twenty fathoms. About one mile due north from Main Ledge 
begins a line of eight small shoals, which extends a distance of about three miles, with depths 
of nine to twenty-three fathoms. The nearest ones are called Northwest Shoals, and the 
remafoder, in the order of th<tir l)Osition, are Maloney Ledge, Prairie S~10al, The Hummocks, 
and Deep-Water Bank. 
Fifteen miles eastward of th_e Virgin Rocks, between 46° 27' and 46° 29' north latitude, there 
is a group of similar shoals, known collectively as the Eastern Shoals. They extend about four 
miles north and south, and have an average width of a little more than two ·miles. Each shoal is 
·of slight extent, but few of them exceeding one-fourth of a mile in diameter. There are twenty-five 
of these shoals in all, on which ~he depths of water range from seven to twenty-seven fathoms; 
between the shoals the depths vary from twenty-eight to thirty-nine fathoms~ and the bottom 
is broken and rocky. 
Between the Virgin Rocks and Eastern Shoal and about them the depths range from thirty-
three to fort.y-eight fathoms, and the bottom consists of san<l:, coarse gravel, rocks, and broken 
shells. Bank clams (Siliqua costata), abound here, · and squid and capelin are plentiful in 
their season, attracting large numbers of cod and making this region a very profitable one for 
the fishermen. Halibut also formerly occurred here· in large numbers. The cod which frequent 
these shoals are generally of somewhat smaller size than those. taken on other parts of the 
Grand Banks; they are caught with hand-lines on the shoaler areas, where tue fishermen go 
in dories, one man to each boat, while the vessels lie at anchor near by. 
The eastern part of the northern section of the Grand Bank, lying eastward of the Eastern 
Shoal and westward of 49° west longitude, has depths of thirty-seven to forty-five fathoms. The . 
bottom consists of sand, coarse gravel, pebbles, rocks, and broken shells, much of this area being-
covered with rocks and supporting a rich assemblage of animal life. Tliis rocky bottom is 
composed essentially of smooth round bowlders, distributed over sand, many of them being 
perforated by boring mollusks. Immense numbers of crustaceans, especially crabs, abound 
here, together with bank clams and other hell-fish, small star-fish, .Holothurians, Ascidians, 
etc. This is one of the most favorable grounds for cod, principal1y from July to September. 
That . portion of the northern sectjon lying east of the forty-ninth meridian is much less 
re orted to than the la t above described, and fa, therefore, less known. The depths of water 
range from thirty-four to fifty-four fathoms, and the bottom consists of sand, pebbles, and rocks. 
North of the northeastern portion of the Grand Bank, the bottom slopes off gradually a 
i ta C Of forty to forty-frve mile from the edge of the bank, the depths nowhere exceeding 
ernnty-fi e fathom·, excepting in a few small areas. The bottom is composed of sand, mud, 
and pe le , the shoaler portion , with depths of fifty-fl.ye to sixty-five fathoms, being generally 
compo ed of coar e and and rocks. Within the past five years good catches of cod haYe been 
ma e i this region by Glouce ter fishing-ves els. 
THE FISIIERIEs· OF '.l'IlE GR.A.~D B.ANK.-The most important fishery of the Grand Bank is 
th.. for coc1, which i engaged in QY v els from France, the United State , and the British 
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provinces. During the :fishing season, which lasts from April :first to October, large fleets of 
~essels from these three co1~ntries visit the different parts of this ba:i;ik. IIi the early part of tho 
season, April and May, the southern portion of the bank is principally resorted to, and good 
catches are frequently made south of 44° north latitude. As a rule, h~wever, the larger part of 
the fleet remain between 44° and 45° north latitude. .At this season, sand lant are especially 
abundant on this part of the bank, and large numbers are often fo1Jnd in the stomachs of the cod. 
In June, capelin make their appearance on the bank, at which time the cod seem to greatly -
increase in numbers. This body of cod, fo:und in connection with the capelin, or in the capelin 
season has received from the :fishermen the name of "capelin school." · It is distributed over all ' . , 
parts of the bank visited by the :fishing-fleet. After the' beginning of June, many of the vessels 
move to the northern part of the bank, :fishing in the vicinity of, and to the eastward of, the Virgin 
Rocks. Very few vesse_ls now remain south of 44° nor_th latitude, for the best :fishing is found_ 
between 440 and 450 20' north latitude, and to the northward of 46° north latitude. 
As a rule, squid make their appearance on the Grand Bank in July, after which time but fm.1,,~ 
:fish can be caught with capelin or herring bait. The body of cod now occurring on the bank 
is termed the "squid school" by the :fishermen. It is pr.obable that these schools of cod, though 
known by different names, are composed mainly of the same :fish that com~ on the bank in the 
spring, though with the addition of many others, which appear to be attracted to the region during 
the summer by the schools of capelin and squid. They occupy the same ground, and the fishing . 
continues through September. Formerly, cod were ~bundant till December, but, at present, these 
fish leave the bank at a comparatively early period in the fall. 
The cod :fishery of the Grand Bank dates from the earliest settlement of North America and 
it probably had much to do with the opening up of our country in those early times. 
The halibut fishery began on the Grand Bank about 1865, and bas been vigorously 
. prosecuted there ever since. At :first the vessels resorted to Eastei·n Shoal-water, between 43~ 
i 
45' and 45° north latitude, where halibut were .then found -in immense numbers. 11hough so-
abundant at :first their numbers soon became greatly reduced, and consequently other grounds 
· were sought for. For a series of years that section of the bank lying west of 510 west lo;ngitude, 
and between 43° 40' and 45° north latitude, was the favorite halibut ground, and -several large · 
fares of halibut were also taken in the immediate vicinity of the Virgin Rocks for two suc--
cessive years (1869 and 1870), during the months of July and August. Notwithstanding the great 
abundance of halibut on the shoaler parts of the' bank (from twenty-tw~ to :fifty fathoms), during· 
the earlier years of the fishery, their capture was followed up so closely that they rapidly became 
much less numerous, and tl\e :fishermen were forced to seek new fields in the deeper waters ( one to 
three hundred fathoms) along the southern _!!ind western edges of the bank. W4.en :first discovered 
in these deeper places, they were found in incredible numbers ail along the western part of the bank 
in the winter and spring, and during the entire sum mer in other localities off the Northwest Prong • 
.Although even in these places halibut are much less ·abundant now than formerly, the Grand Bank 
is still tlie great resort for vessels engaged in this fishery, and this region yet remains the most 
important halibut :fishing-ground of the Western .Atlantic. 
When the halibut fishery :first hegan on the Grand Bank, large catches could be made in the 
shoal waters during the entire year. .After two or three· years' contim~ou~fishing, however
1 
they 
could be found abundantly on the shoal grounds only in the winter and spring. While they were 
crossing the bank ,on their way to more northern localities or to deeper water, t~ which they were 
not known a_t that time to resort by the :fishermen, it was supposed that they came on the bank 
from the eastern and southern edges, as they were distinctly seen to move towards the northwest .. 
SEC III--5 
66 FISHING-GROUNDS OF NORTH AMERICA. 
More recently, since the beginning of the deeper-water fishing, it has been discovered that they 
more commonly migrate towar<l the northwest, along the edge of the bank on the west side, and 
in some cases their course has been traced even beyond the limits of the Grand Bank. 
Since the foregoing was written (1880), halibut have been found in abundance in the deep 
water off the eastern si<le of the bank, but owing to the presence of icebergs during the greater 
part of the year, and the strength of the polar current in that region, but few vessels have ven-
tured there. 
GREEN BANK. 
Green Bank is for its size one of the least important of the fishing-banks of the Wes tern 
Atlantic, but one of the best halibut grounds lies in the deep water near its southern part, and 
as this is also called Green Bank by the :fishermen, it ~ay not be out of place to consider it in this 
connection. This bank has an irregular, _elongate pear-shaped outline, the longer axis extending 
due north and south. It is situated between Grand and Saint Pierre Banks, being seven miles 
distant from the former and fifteen miles from the latter. Its extreme length within the 
sixty-fathom line, is sixty-two miles, north and south, from 45° 09' to 46° 11' north latitude, and 
its width is thirty-six miles, between. the meridians of 54° 08' and 54° 58' west longitude. 
The area of the bank is about fourteen hundred and fifty square geographical miles. The depths 
range from forty to sixty fathoms, and the bottom is composed of sand, shells, pebbles, and 
rocks. The general direction of the polar current, which sets over this bank, is usually from the 
north to the southwest, its course, as well as its force, being more or less ·influenced by the 
wind. But little is known of the abundance of cod here, as the :fishermen prefer to resort to 
grounds with which they are better acquainted and have seldom fished on this one. Withi~ the 
past two or three years, however, some good fares of cod have been taken on Green Bank, in the 
late summer and the fall, by New England vessels. -
Since 1875, halibut have generally been found very abundantly in the winter and spring, and. 
sometimes even during the summer, in from seventy-five to three hundred fathoms, off the 
southern edge of the bank, between the Grand Bank and Saint Pierre Bank. 
This locality appears to be a feeding-ground in the winter, and during the spring lies in the 
direct course taken by the halibut in their migrations from the Grand Bank to other places 
farther north. At this season it is not uncommon for immense schools to make their appearance 
in this region and move leisurely along the edge of the bank. The only vessels fishing for halibut 
at this place are from Gloucester, Massachusetts. 
BANK OF S.A.IN'li PIERRE. 
The Bank of Saint Pierre is situated off the center of the southern coast of Newfoundland, 
between the parallels of ¾5° 10' and 46° 54' north latitude, and the meridians 550 16' and 57° 30' 
we t longitude. It is irregularly oblong in shape, about, twice as long as broad, and extends in a 
northwest and southeast direction. At the northwestern extremity it is about half as wide as at 
the outhea tern, where it rapidly broadens out, and ends abruptly along a nearly straight line 
bearing north and south. The longest side of the bank, which measures about one hundred and 
twenty.five mile , pre ent a l1ght outward curve and faces the southwest. The width of the north-
we t rn end i about thirty-fi.'"'e mile , and that of the southern end sixty-five miles. 
h northea tern edge f the bank i di taut about twenty-seven miles from the nearest 
poin n the w£ undland coa t, and from nine to ten mile from the islands of Saint Pierre 
an 1 .. Iiqn 1 n. Th 111 • paratiog Saint ierre Bank from Green Bank mns directly 
• 
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north and south, has a mm1mum width of :fifteen miles, and -depths ranging from ,sixty-five 
to one hundred fathoms. The total area of Saint Pierre Bank is about forty-six hundred square 
geographical miles. The depths range from twenty-two to fifty fathoms, the bottom being 
mostly composed of rocks and pebbles, although in some parts there are considerable areas 
of sand a~d gravel. Ordinarily, there is not much current over this bank, although at times, 
when drfren by strong winds, the polar current, which sweeps around _the south coast of New-
foundland, becomes quite strong. 
Cod and halibut are th~ only food-fishes fourid in ariy consi<lerable numbers on the bank of 
Saint Pierre, though a few cusk and haddock are sometimes ~aken. The general season for both 
cod and halibut begins usually about the first of April and continues unt~l November. Cod are 
most abundant from the first of June _to October, during which period they come in pursuit of 
capelin and squid. Halibut were formerly abundant on various parts of this ground duri~g the 
spring and summer, but now they are rarely numerous except in the deeper water along the edges, 
or on rocky spots fifteen to twenty miles distant from the bank, in localities where no sound-
ings are indicated on the published charts. Some of the schools of halibut breed on· these 
rocky patches, but the greater number merely pass along the edg~ during their migrations toward 
the north. But few fishing-veesels, beyond the fresh halibut catchers and those owned by the 
French, resort at present to the bank of Saint Pierre, as some of the other neighboring banks offer 
much greater inducements. Saint Pierre has, therefore, lost a great deal of its former prestige as 
a fishing-ground, and assumes but a second rarik among our great ocean. banks. 
The invertebrate fauna of this bank is moderately rich, but much less so than that of many 
parts of the Grand Bank, the fauna of the two regions including, however, about the same variety 
of forms. 
BANQUEREA.U.' 
Banquereau may be regarded as one of the most important fishing-banks lying between the 
fortieth and forty-eighth parallels of north latitude. Its en tire outline is very irregular, but the 
main portion of the bank has a somewhat rectangular shape, with an elongate and nearly regular 
prolongation extending to the west. The length of the bank in an east and west direction is a 
little more -than one Jmndred and twenty miles, and its greatest wirlth about forty-seven miles; 
its total area is about two thousand eight hundred square miles. The main portion of the 
bank lies. between 44° 04' and 45° 01' north latitu1e, and 57° 10' and 59° west longitude, and the 
western prolongation between 440 24' and 440 42' north latitude, and 59° and G0° 05' west . 
longitude. North of Banqu~reau lie Artimon and Misaine Ba~ks, the former being distant only 
about three miles and the latter from two to fifteen miles, the intervening depths ranging from 
sixty-one to one hundred and fifty-five fathoms. . South of the western part of the bank is the 
eastern par~ of Sable Island Bank, from which it is separated by the "Gully" to be described 
further on. 
On the eastern part of Banquereau there is an area of shoal ground, called the- " Rocky 
Bottom," having a depth of about sixteen fathoms; elsewhere the depths range from eighteen to 
fifty fathoms, and the bottom is rocky as a rule, but on some parts of the bank there are patches 
of sand and gravel. 
.A. current issuing from the Gt;tlf of Saint Lawrence here meets the polar current, but 
although this produces some disturbance of the surface waters, the latter current is usually the 
stronger, and the tendency of the flow is, therefore, chiefly towards the west. The force as well 
as the. direction of the current is much influenced by the wind, so that while quite strong tides 
may prevail for several clays at a time, intervals may follow when there is but little if any current. 
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Cod and halibut are about the only _fi, h taken in abundance on Banquereau, but hake, 
haddock, and cu k are ometimes found in small numbers. The Rocky Bottom is principally 
resorted to for cod, by the hand-line dory fishermen during the summer, and at times several 
hundred dorie can be seen fi hing there close together. As a rule, cod are most plentiful on the 
ea tern part of the bank, although good catches are sometimes made toward the west. The best 
ea on for them is from May to November, when the schools gather upon the bank to feed on 
th~ lant, quid, cru taceans, and shell-fish, which are then very abundant. 
Halibut are found throughout the entire year off tlfe edges of tpe bank, where, at depths of 
one hundred to four hundred fathoms, large numbers are often taken. These localities are 
apparently both feeding and breeding grounds for halibut, and it is not unusual for a school of 
these fish to remain several weeks or eYen months in one locality, although it is very probable that 
some of the schools observed on the eastern side of the bank in the spring are migrating toward 
the nortl.t. 
The principal places for halibut are along the southern and eastern borders of the bank; 
the Southwest Prong (in about 44° north latitude, and between 58° 30' and , 58° 55' west 
longitude); the Middle Prong (44° 14' north latitude and 58° west longitude); and the .Eastern 
Slope (from 44° 28' to 45° north latitude), in depths of one hundred and fifty to four hundred 
fathom . These deep-water areas are rocky, and support a very rich growth of Gorgonian corals, 
sea anemones, etc. 
.A.RTIMON BANK, 
Artimon Bank lies north of the eastern part of Banquereau, from which it is separated by a 
narrow gully. It is of such limited extent (about one hundred and twenty square miles) that, 
compared with the latter, it is · of but slight importance as a fishing-ground .. The fishermen-
gencraUy prefer to fish on the larger bank, and therefore know but little concerning the 
abundance of fish here, although it is certain that cod occur in greater or less numuers. This 
bank is fourteen miles long and ten miles wide, with depths of thirty-eight to fifty fathoms, 
and a bottom of coarse gravel and rocks. 
MIS.A.INE BANK. 
This bank lies north of the western two-thirds ?f Banquereau, from which it is mainly sep· 
arated by a channel about twenty miles wide. The eastern prolongations of these banks, however, 
approach one another quite closely. Misaine Bank has a very irregular outline, its general trend 
being about northeast by east and southwest by west. It lies between the parallels of 44° 55; 
am.I 45° 45' north, and the meridians of 58° 06' and 59° 50~ west. Its greatest length is, therefore, 
about eighty miles and its greatest width about forty miles, its superficial area amounting to 
about seventeen hundred square geographical miles. The depths of water range from forty to 
ixty fathom , and the bottom is generally broken and rocky. 
But little is known concerning the abundance of fish on this bank, as it has been very rarely 
vi ited by ve sel . It i probable, however, that occa ional vi its have demonstrated that cod 
are le · abundant here than 1 ewhere in thi region, and that this bank does not afford as profitable 
:fi bing a · me oth r not far di tant from it. This eems remarkable when we consider its large 
iz an l l ·e proximity to Banquereau, which is an exceedingly valuable ground for both cod and 
halibut. 
C.A.NSO BANK. 
au o ank i ·ituate to tbe outheast of Cape Can o, Nova Scotia, from which it derives 
it· nam . Th di tance of it we tern end from the cape is about twelve miles. It is really a 
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west,em extension of J\lisaine Bank, with which it is connected by a . narrow neck. It is very 
elongate, extending in an east and west direction, and lies between about 59° 50' and 60° 50' 
west longitude and 45o 01' and 45° 16' north latitude. Its length is about forty-five miles, its 
greatest width about thirteen miles, and its area not far from four hundred and twenty-five ~iles. 
The depths of water OJ). this l>ank range from thirty to fifty-six fathoms and the general character 
of the bottom is sandy, with spots of gravels and pebbles. It is unimportant as a vessel fishing-
ground, and is too far distant from the land to be much resorted to by small boats. 
THE GULLY. 
The so-called Gully of the bank fishermen is the deep passage-way lying between 
Banquereau and Sable Island. It extends in a west-northwest and east-southeast direction 
north of Sable Island, but turns abruptly toward the south at its eastern end, and continues 
down between the eastern end of the ·western Ba,nk and the southwest prong of Banquereau. 
It constitutes an important Lalibut ground. Its entire length is about sixty miles, and its greatest 
width twenty miles. The depths range from sixty-six to one hundred and forty-five fathoms, and 
the bottom consists of rocks, gravel, _sand, and mud. The rocky and gravelly portions form 
several ridges, separated generally b:f areas of tbe finer materials, excepting in the eastern section, 
where the intervening bottom is mostly composed of pebbles and sharp roc~s. The ocean 
currents generally set over this area in a westerly direction, but vary much in strength, an 
easterly win~ often increasing their force, while· at other times there ma,y be no perceptible current· 
at all. Halibut have not been found, at least not in sufficient numMrs to warrant fishing for 
them, over the entire extent of the Gully; but the halibut grounds proper are limited to the rocky 
and gravelly ridges and slopes of that portion of the Gi1lly included between the meridians of 59° 
and 60° west longitude. ,vhen this fishery began it was carried o~ chiefly during the spring, 
in the northern and western part of the Gully; but in 1877 the fishermen made successful 
trials farther out, taking good fares even as late as June and July; since then good catches have 
been obtained in the winter, and it wou14 appear that the halibut come here merely to feed, as 
they generally move to other localities just previous to the spawning season. With a few 
exceptions, Gloucester halibut vessels are the only ones that have fished on this ground. 
Instances are on record of the appearance of cod in the Gully in sixty-five to ninety fathoms of 
water, but they are not found regularly in the same places each year. The rocky bottoms of the 
Gully are -very rich in animal life, affording abundant food for the halibut, and lant and herring 
are also frequently plentiful in their season. 
SABLE ISL.A.ND BANK OR WESTERN B.A.NK. 
,vestern Bank is one of the most important fitshing-grounds of the Western Atlantic, 
considered either as to size or the· abundance of fish. It lies south of Cape, Breton Island and 
the eastern part of Nova Scotia, between the parallels of 420 55' and 440 46' north latitude and 
the meridians of 59° 04' and 62° 35' west longitude, and has a length of one hundred an<l fifty-six 
miles and a width, including the Middle Ground, of seventy-six miles. The general contour of 
the bank within the ·sixty-five-fathom line, as laid down on the Admiralty chart, approaches 
somewhat a very elongated ellipse, with the longer axis running about northeast by east and 
southwest by west; but over a broad area to the eastward of the center of the bank soundings of 
less than sixty fathoms connect it directly with Middle Ground, which we have here included in 
the same bank. The total extent of the bank thus defined is about seven thousand square 
geographical miles. Off its eastern end lies Banquereau, with the Gully between, and a short 
distance off ·the western end are the Le Have Ridges. 
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The depth off the Routhern ide of the ba~k rapidly increase from sixty to seven hundred, 
tw h-e hundr <l, and fourteen hundred fathoms. . 
At tlle ea tern end of Western Bank is Sable Island, a long and narrow crescent-shaped 
lev.ation, entirely formed of sand, which has been blown into innumerable hummocks or dunes. 
Off both ernl of tbe i 'lanu are long and dangerous sand-bars. The length of the island is about 
twenty mile , and its greatest width one and one-half miles. It extends in a nearly east and 
west direction. The depth of water on the bars, for a distance of from seven to ten miles, does 
not exceed two fathoms, and even ten miles fart~er out, both to the east and west, the depths are 
not greater than ten or eleven fathoms. 
Al:S a, general rule, the bank slopes gradually from the island toward the south and west, the 
depth ranging from eighteen to sixty fathoms. The bottom is mostly sandy, with patches of 
gravel and pebbles. On the Middle Ground there are s~veral shoal spots, with depths of ten 
to nineteen fathoms. The currents a.re_ occasic,nally quite strong in the vicinity of Sable Island 
and generally very irregular, being much influenced by winds. On the remainder of the bank 
there is u ·ually but little current, whatever there is usually tending in a westerly direction. 
Cod and halibut are the principal food-fish taken, other species of bottom swimmers occurring 
in less numbers. Cod are generally most abundant in the spring, from the :first of March to 
June, although good fares are obtained throughout almost the entire year. For more than 
twenty-five years the Western Bank has been a fa_vorite resort of the halibut :fishermen. At :first,' 
these :fi h were found v~ry plentiful on different parts of the bank in from forty-five to sixty 
fathoms, and since 1876 have been caught in great numbers along the edges on the south and east 
sides, in one hundred to three hundred fathoms. Like the cod, they are found during the entire 
year, the period of greatest abundance, however, being from the first of January .to the :first of 
October. The Western Bank may be considered both as a feeding and spawning ground for the cod 
and halibut. It abounds in shell-fish (quahogs, mussels, clams, and periwinkles), and crustaceans 
(crabs, shrimps, etc.), as well as in several species of small :fish (lant, and herring), upon which the 
cod and halibut prey. Although the cod do not gather in such great schools iu winter as they 
do on George's Bank, it is nevertheless quite evident that they assemble at that season for the 
purpose of reproduction. Usually they are found most abundant on the western part of the 
bank in winter, but as spring advances they move into shoaler .water in the vicinity of Sable 
I land, the ''bend" of the island and the region about the bars being favorite grounds during the 
late pring and early summer. The :fish taken near the island are, as a rule, somewhat smaller than 
tho e caught farther west. Vessels from all along the New Engla,nd coast an~ from the British 
proYinces resort to this bank to pursue the cod :fishery, but :fishin·g for h~libut is almost 
exclu ively carried ~n by the Gloucester fleet. The two bars at the eastern and western ends of 
Sable I lan<l, as well as the shoal water off the northern side of the isl:md, are favorite locaTities for 
dory band-line fishing for cod. 
'l'HE OWL .A.ND DOUB'l'FUL BANKS. 
The Owl i a Yery m~ll bank, lying iu 43° 57' north latitude, and 61 o 55' west longitude. It 
i. om what triangular in outlin , b ing about five mile long by three miles wide at the broadest 
nd and having 3n ar a of about ten quare mile , as laid down on the Admiralty cha.rt. Tlte 
nly <l pth of water giYen i. fifty-four fathom , with ixty to ninety fathoms off the edge. 
oubtful Bank lie ~ out fifte n mil uorthw t of the Owl, and is of less extent tlrn,n the 
latt r, haYiog an ar a of about ix or v n mil only. The de th of water is thirty-two 
fathom i hty-two fath m curring in th imm c1iate vicinity. Both of the. e man gronnds 
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}Jave in times past furnished a few gootl trips of halibut, but they are riot now considered of auy 




Sfimbro Bank lies between the parallels of 43° 36' and 43° 47' north, and the meridians of 6~ 
40' and 620 55' west, the greatest length, northeast by north and so~thwest by sout,h, being twelve 
miles and the greatest width seven miles. The area of the bank is about seventy square miles. It 
has a depth of fifty-four to sixty fathoms, with depths of one hundred and ten to one hun~red and 
thirty-three fathoms a short distance off its northeastern edge. -The bottom consists mostly of 
sand, gravel, and pebbles. Sambro Bank, from its small size, is seldom visited by .fishing-vessels, 
and has, therefore, ne·ver attained any importance as a :fishing-ground. 
LE HA VE BANK. 
Le Have Bank is situated to the eastward of Brown's Bank, and south and east of Roseway 
Bank. It extends from 42° 34' to 43° 26' north latitude, a distance of fifty-two miles, and from 
.63o 50' to 550 07' west longitude, a distance of about fifty-four i;niles. The ?ank is nearly divided 
into two portions, of which the eastern portion (Le Harn Bank proper) extends north and south 
thirty-nine miles, and the western portion nearly east and west about thirty-five miles. The 
total area of the bank is about twelve hundred an<l forty square miles. The bottom is largely 
composed of coarse gra\'el, pebbles, and rocks, with smaller areas of sand distributed here. 
and there. The depths of water range from :(orty t~ fifty fathoms. The general set of the 
current is to the westward, but this, however, is influenced very much by the dfrection and 
force of the wind, generally running quite strong during easterly winds. The principal fish 
taken on this bank are cod and haddock, although other species of bottom feeders are more-
or less plentiful. Cod are found at · all seasons of the year, but are, perhaps, more abundant. 
during the early winter than at any other period, and good trips are frequently obtained by the 
Gloucester vessels, which are the only ones that go there at that season. The Gloucester 
winter haddock-catchers, which carry their catch fresh to the Boston market, hcwe extended their 
trips from George's and Brown's Banks to Le Have, and during the present winter (1880-'81) ham 
made some remarkaply good fares, several of them being the largest on record. M?st of foe · 
lower forms of animal life found on the Western Bank and Le Have Ridges also oc_cur on ·Le 
Have Bank. Le Have was at one time (1855 to 1865) quite a favorite fishing-ground for halibut, 
and considerable quantities are occasionally taken now by t_he hand-line cod fishermen in winter, 
though they do not occur in sufficient numll_ers to warrant trawlers going there. 
LE H.A.VE RIDGES. 
The fishing-ground known as Le Have Ridges is simply a continuation of L_e Have Bank to 
the eastward, in the direction of the Western Bank, a distance of about forty-five miles. This 
places the eastern limit in 62° 50' west longitude, while the northern and southern boundaries are 
· about the same as those of Le Have Bank. The extent of the ridges is about fifteen hundred 
and seventy-five square miles. The bottom_ is a succession of ridges of gravel and pebbles,. 
with occasional patches of rocks, the depths varying from fifty-five to eighty-five fathoms. The 
current, though occasionally strong, is weaker here than farther west on the bank, and, excepting 
during easterly inds, is but little noticed. · The general set is we~terly. The Ridges were for 
a number of years one of the favorite places of resort for the halibut catchers in the winter, and-
many good trips of cod have also been ta.ken there at that season. At present, but few halibut 
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ar , uglJt x p in th de p water along the southern tdge of the ground, where they ha~e 
m time be n found quite plentiful during nearly the entire year. Hake are also found m 
larO'e number in the deep water about the edges of the ground, and even on the ridges. As a 
er : ral thing few nssels besides those from Gloucester have made a practice of fishing on Le 
Ila, Ridge 'though cod-fl hermen from other places stop there now and then during the summer. 
' p. In the deep water bordering the southern side of Le Have Ridges, Gorgonian corals ( rimnoa, 
Paragorgia, etc.) occur on the rocky bottoms, while on the ridges themselves sea anemones, star-
fl he , mollu k , crab , and other crustaceans abouud. 
ROSEW A Y BANK. 
Ro eway Bank lies north of the western part of Le Have Bank and southeast of Shelburne 
light, Nova Scotia. It is oblong in shape, and of slight extent (about two hundred and seventy 
qunre geographical miles), its greatest length being about twenty-one miles, and its greatest 
breadth about fifteen miles. It extends from 43° 12' to 43° 33' north latitude, and from 64° ~5' 
to 640 52' west longitude, and at the northwest corner is connected with the shore limit of 
sixty fathoms by a narrow neck. The depths on this bank vary from thirty-three to forty-
eight fathoms, and the bottom consists of sand, gravel, and rocks. 
The currents in this region are not nearly so strong as in the vicinity of Cape Sable and 
Brown's Bank. The general direction of the flow is about west-southwest and east-northeast, 
the we t ~rly current beiug usually much the stronger, although the force and direction of 
both are more or le influenced by_ the winds. The principal fish taken on this bank 
are cod, haddock, and cusk, but hake, pollock, and halibut also occur there. The best fishing 
s ason i generally from :May to October, during which time the bank is· -mainly resorted to by 
small sized vessels from the western part of Nova Scotia, although a few New England vessels 
al o occasionally fish there. 
BROWN'S BANK. 
Brown' Bauk lies in a northeaster~y c..lirection from George's Bank, and is separated from 
it by a gully fifteen miles wide, in which the depths of water range from one hundred to four 
hundred and fifty fathoms. This bank is imperfectly laid down on the published charts now in 
u e by the fishermen, and no comprehensive idea of its extent and consequent importance as a 
fl bing-ground is, therefore, conveyed by them. 
Tue charts publi bed by tlie United States Coast Survey define the boundaries of the bank 
much more accurately and afford a better idea of the area visited by the fishing-vessels than 
the Admiralty and Eldridge charts. The depths of water range from twenty to seventy-five 
fathom over this area, which embraces within its limits about twenty two bundrP-d and 
venty-five square miles. The greatest length of the bank, from southeast to northwest, is 
sixty-three mile"' , and the extreme breadth forty-three-miles. It is situated between 640 52' and 
66° 20' we t longitude, and 41 ° 50' and 43° 02' north latitude. There is a small rocky shoal on 
tl1e north rn part (tl.Je exact location of which seems not to have been definitely determined), on 
which, it i aid, there is not more than nine to fifteen fathoms of water. The bank slopes away 
from the hoal on the south and ea t, to <l pths of fifty-five to seventy-five fathoms; but at a 
di. tance of tweh-e to fifteen miles off it again rises to depths of thirty to fifty fathoms. This 
area f h_oal wat r, within th fifty-fathom limit, is fifty miles long with an average width of 
fiftc n mil . orth of t e hoal the bottom drop off uddenly to depths of seventy to eighty 
f· th m.. Th bottom i, larg ly compo d of coar c and, gravel, pebbles, and rocks, and is 
ri in animal lif . 
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The tides are quite as strong here as o~ the eastern side of George's Bank, the ebb having 
an average strength of one and one-third miles an hour) while the flood runs somewhat stronger .. 
The greatest strength ·of the flood-tide sets nearly northwest, while the ebb flows in nearly an 
opposite direction. 
Cod halibut and haddock are the principal food-fish occurring on this bank, but pollock and 
' ' hake are also found in less numbers. Cod are quite plentiful in the winter, and some good fares _ 
are obtained, although compa_ratively few vessels fish here at that season, most of the1? going to 
. George's. At other seasons, however, the cod fishery on Brown's Bank compares favorably with 
that of any of the other banks in that vicinity. Quite a number of the so-called Georgesmen fish 
here, and a few resort principally to this bank during the entire year. Ha1ibut were formerly 
found in abundance, but at present this fishery is limited to an occasional trip to· the deep water 
off the southern or western edge. A small quantity of tl}is fish is also caught by the hand-liI!e 
fishermen. The haddock fishermen frequently visit this ban 'k during the winter, and often make 
good catches. 
SEAL-ISL.A.ND GROUND. 
Off the western part of Nova Scotia there is an important fishing locality, to which no name 
is giv_en on the charts, but which is called by the fishermen Seal-Island Ground. It is a direct 
continuation of the shore soundings, which slope gradually from the land toward the south and 
west, and continue in a northerly direction beyond what might be properly re~arded as the limit of 
the ground. To the south it extends nearly to Brown's Bank, from which it is separated by a 
narrow gully; to the west it reaches jihirty-eight miles beyond Seal Island, and to the northwest 
about thirty-five miles from the same island. The southern limit of the ground is in 43° and the 
northern in 430 45' north latitude, while the western boµndary may be placed at 66° 40' west 
longitude. The entire gro~nd covers an area, outside of the three-mile line, of twelve hundred 
and fifty square miles. 
There is a small shoal called Pollock Rip, with a depth of seven fathoms, bearing southwest 
from Seal Island, from which it is distant nine and one-half miles, but otherwise the ground 
slopes quite gradually, the depths ranging from fifteen to seventy fathoms. 
The bottom is mainly composed of coarse gravel and pebbles, with occasional rocky spots of 
greater or less extent. The tides sweep out from and in toward the Bay of Fundy with 
considerable force, the course varying with the direction of t . e land, so that while they run 
nearly north and south on the northern part of the ground, they swing round to the southward of 
Seal Island and there run northwest and southeast. The flood is stronger than the ebb, and the 
fishermen estimate that one flood tide will carry a vessel nearly as far'in a northerly direction as 
two ebb tides will carry it in the opposite way, although this is doubtless ~n e.xaggeration. 
The principal fish caught on this ground are cod, haddock, and pollock; but halibut, cusk, 
and hake are taken to a limited extent, and occasionally herring and mackerel are netted for bait. 
Cod are generally more abundant from spring until fall than during the winter, but haddock 
and halibut occur throughout the year. Fishing usually begins in April or May, and continues 
until October. Halibut were formerly very plentiful in this region, but are now comparatively 
scarce. 
This ground may be considered as essentially a feeding-ground for cod, which appea~ to come 
here after the spawning season i_s over, to fatten upon the crabs and mollusks living on the 
bottom and · the herri~g and other species of small fish that swim back and forth in the tide rips. 
All parts of the ground are fished on at the same time. This was formerly a favorite fishing 
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1 c li y £ r ,·e el from the coast of 1\faine, but since the almost universal adoption of trawl-
ii hing only a few American vessels beyond Georgesmen (hand-liners) go there. The New 
Londo~ halibut schooners occasionally visit it in summer. The fleet resorting there now is 
princir ally composed of -ves efo belonging to the western part of Nova Scotia., which generally 
"fi h at a drift," moving back and forth over the ground with the wind and currents. 
GEORGE'S BANK. 
George' Bank is by far the largest and most important fishing-grournl near the coast of the 
United States, and is second to none in the Western Atlantic except the Grand Bank of 
Newfoundland. It lies to the .eastward of Cape Cod and Nantucket Shoals, and is apparently an 
extension of the latter, since the water is no deeper between tbe soi1thern part of the shoals and 
the western part of the bank tllan in many places upon it. As laid down on the charts, the 
outhern limit is in 400 40' nortll latitude, although the fifty-fathom line extends seven miles 
farther south; the southern boundary may, therefore, be regarded as in about 40° 30' and the 
northern as 420 08' north latitude. The eastern part is in about 66° Hncl the western in 69° west 
longitude. The greatest length from the northeastern to the southwestern extremity is about one 
hundred and fifty miles, and the greatest width north and south ninety-eight miles, according to 
the charts of the United States Coast Survey. The depths range from two to fifty fathoms. On 
the western part, between the parallels of 41° 10' and 41° 53' north latitude and the meridians 
of 07° 20' and ·68° 37' west longitude, are a number of shoals, known as the East .Shoal, the North 
Shoal, the Southwest Shoal, Cultivator Shoal, etc. The Southwest Shoal is the largest, being 
fifteen miles in length south-southwest and north-northeast, with an average width of two -"nd 
one-half miles. The position of the center of this shoal is 41° 39' north latitude and 67° 48' west 
longitude. There are from two t_o fifteen fathoms of water on the shoals, and between them from 
twelve to thirty fathoms. The tides sweep over these with great force, causing strong rips, an<l, 
during rough weather, the sea breaks heavily on them, rendering approach to their vicinity. 
eztremely hazardous. The bottom is chiefly sand, although patches of rough ground-gravel, 
pebbles, and rocks-of greater or less extent, are found in some localities. Its pos1tion betwee1 
the Bay of Fundy and the Gulf Stream c~uses the tides to run swifter than on the other banks, 
and to swirl around instead of passing directly back and forth. They sweep around the compass, 
. from left to right, attaining the greatest velocity when :flowing southeast and northwest and the 
least velocity when moving so west and northeast. The first attempt at fishing on this bank, 
of which there is any record, was made in 1821 by three Gloucester vessels. The George's cod 
and halibut fishery of later date did not become fully established as a permanent industry until 
about 1835, although vessels went there for halibut in 1830. At first the catches consisted mostly 
of halibut, but since 1850 th~y have been chiefly of codfish, although more or less halibut are taken 
with them. During the months of February, March, and April large schools of cod make their 
appeara.nce on the bank. They are generally found on the "winter fishing-ground," a part of 
the bank lying to the eastward of the shoals, between 41 ° 30' and 420 north latitude and 66° 
38' and 67° 30' west longitude. This is essentially a spawning-ground for the cod, which appear 
to come on the bank from the southea t, as they almost invariably, after reaching the groundt 
move slowly to the north and w ._ t a '"pring approache . This is in the direction of the shoals, 
and, as the pursuit of the fi h brings the -v-e els near tbe latter, great loss of life and property 
ometimes occur during he vy ea terly gale . A soon as the spawning season is over the schools 
of cod bre k up, but more or le fi h are caught on diff rent parts of the bank during the entire 
year, though rar ly, if v r ar tlley foun . o pl ntifnl a when the winter chool is on the. 
gr un . 
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The codfish fleet, which numbers about one hundred vessels, is wholly from Gloucester~ 
Massachusetts. Besides these, there .are twenty-five to thirty vessels from the same port that :fish 
on George's for haddock in the winter, and a few others, from ports in Long Island Sound, engag~ 
in the halibut and-cod :fishery to a iimited extent in the spring and summer. 
The area of the " 'winter :fishi!)g-ground_" is abo~t eleven hundred square miles, while that of 
the whole bank is eighty-four hundred and ninety-eight square miles. All of this area, with the 
exception of the shoals, is available for :fishing purposes in the summer season for cod, halibnt, 
haddock, and mackerel. 
Various kinds· of shell-fish, such as pectens, mussels, and periwinkles, and crabs, and other 
crustaceans abound over most parts. of the bank, and herring-and lant are quite plentiful during 
most of the year. 
-13. THE MACKEREL AND MENHADEN FISHING-GROUNDS OF THE EASTERN COAST OF 
THE UNITED STATES. 
'l'HE MACKEREL GROUNDS. 
The most extensive and valuable mackerel :fishing-grounds of the world are located off the 
eastern coas"t of the United States, between the parallels of 36° ~nd 45° north latitude, and the 
meridians of 66° and 75° 30' west longitude. They extend from a point a short distance north of 
Cape Hatteras (about :fifty to seventy miles directly off the mouth of Chesapeake Bay) to the east-
ern and northern limit of the Gulf of Maine, comprising the entire extent of the latter region. The 
length of these grounds, in round numbers, is about seven hundred miles, and the average width 
may be regarded as at least eighty miles, making a total area of about 56,000 square geographical 
miles, all of which is resorted to by the mackerel catchers of the United States. Over this region 
the mackerel swarm at certain seasons in incredible numbers, although the entire Tegion is not 
generally filled with schools of these fish at the same time. 
In their spring migrations the mackerel approach the coast north of Cape Hatteras, and the 
:first captures are usually made in the latter part of March or the beginning of April, between ~he 
}larallels of 36° and 38° north latitude, at distances of twenty-five to seventy miles from the laud. 
The following statements of early catclws of mackerel, from 1878 to 1881, will give a comprehen-
sive idea of the localities and dates at which the :first schools make their appearance. 
~ i 
EARLY CATCHES OF MACKEREL IN 1878. 
March 30.-Off Chincoteague, Virginia; schooner Lilian, ~f Noank, Connecticut. 
April 16.-Latitude 36° 10' north, longitude 74° 45' west; schooner Sarah M. Jacobs, of Glou-
cester. 
April 18.-Twenty-:five miles southeast of Cape :May; schooner Alice, of Swan Island, Maine. 
April 25.-Fifty miles southeast of Cape May; schooner John Somes, of Swan Island, Maine. 
EARLY CATCHES OF MACKEREL IN 1879. 
April 12.-Latitude 36° 35' north, longitude 74° 50' west; schooner Sarah M. Jacobs, of Glou-
cester. 
April 13.-Latitude 37° 57' north, longitude 74° 23' west; schooner Augusta E. Herrick, of 
Swan Island, Maine. 
April 13.-Seventy-five miles south-southeast of Cape Henlopen; schooner S. G. Wonson, of 
Gloucester. 
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pril 14.-Latitmle 3 o 0 ' north, longitude 73° 57' west; schooner Oharles Haskell, of Glou-
ce t r. 
pril 1 .-L. titml 3,050' nortb, longitude 74° 03' west; schooner Alice, of Swan Island, Maine. 
EARLY CATCHES OF MACKEREL IN 1880. 
April 1.-Latitude 3.30 30' north, longitude 74° 15' west;· schooner Edward E. Webster, of 
Glou e.,t r. 
EARLY CA1'CHES OF l\U.GKEREL IN 1881. 
March 20.-Latitu<le 37° 10' north, longitude 74° 05' west; schooner Edward E. Webster, of 
Glouce ter. 
April 1 .-Latitude 38° 38' north, longitude 74° west; same schooner. 
May 16.-Off Block Island; schooner Alice, of Swan I~land, Maine. 
A the season advances the mackerel move northward, tlle vessels followiug their migrations 
0 far a possible. After a short period, however, the schools -appear to strike the eoast in a suc-
ce ion of waves, if that term may be allowe<l, and it generally results that, within a few weeks at 
mo t after the fir t captures haYe been made in the spring, pumerous schools are to be met with 
along a con iderable extent of coast, and, not unfrequently, from near the land to a distance of 
sixty to eventy miles off'. It is often difficult for the :fishermen to determine positirnly whether 
the mackerel that suddenly appear off Sandy Hook or Long Island belong to schools met with 
outh of the Delaware a day or two previously, or whether they have just approached the coast 
for the first time, having come in directly from the Gulf Stream. However that niar be, it fre-
qu ntly happens that they are taken at the same time at numerous places all along the coast from 
near l\fontauk Point, Long Island (and possibly near Block Island), to the mouth of the Delaware 
River, and even farther southward. It is also not unusual for catchc~ to be made on the same 
day hoth at Cape Cod and off New York, with reports of fish in greater or less abundance at inter-
vening localities, as off Montauk Point, Block Island, No Man's Land, and the south shoal of Nan~ 
tncket, and in the south channel between George's Bank and Nantucket Shoals. 
During· the early part of the Reason, while the spring or southern mackerel fishery is in prog-
res · (u ually from March 20 to June 1), a large percentage of the catch is marketed fresh, chiefly 
in New York. The vessels frequently meet in port, and the :fishermen are thus afforded an oppor-
tunity of comparing notes, which, in consequence of the broad areas traversed in the passage to_ 
and from market, enables them at this season to correctly estimate the area covered by the mack-
erel a well as their abundance. 
After the beginning of June, the Gulf of Maine becomes the great mackerel ground. As the 
school of fl h pass in the South Channel they appear to separate, a portion moving up by Cape 
Cod, u ually not far from the land, while other schools take a more easterly course, sweeping off 
toward Ca he's Ledge, or even across toward Cape Sable. These various schools, which seldom 
baYe preci ely the same movements two years in succession, are followed by different sections of 
the mackerel fleet, and at this season the ve els are scattered from Block Island and No Man's 
Land to Ca he Ledge and Cape Sable. The vicinity of Block Isla,nd has frequently remained a 
favorite fl bing-ground throughout the summer, mackerel of extraordinary size and superior quality 
having be n taken there during this entire period. George's Bank has also been a more or less 
favorite locality at the ame eason, and, like Block I land, bas been quite celebrated for the excel-
lent quality of its fish. Owing, however, to the l)revalence of exceedingly strong tides on this 
bank, and t tbe fact that tormy weather i n nally of frequent occuITence in the fa11, mackerel 
fi hinrr i n g n r llv carrir 1 n tb re aft r ti.le micldl of September. A _the los of inc boat-:, 
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and possibly of seines, may result from the vessels being caught out in a_ serere gale, the fishermen 
are more cautious at the present time about remaining on George's in the fall than they were 
formerly, when hooks and lines were the chief applia~ces of capture. 
Mackerel are occasionally found in abundance on Brown's Bank, situated northeast of George's 
Bank, and on the Seal-Island Ground, but their occu;rrence in great numbers in these localities 
may be regarded as exceptional rather than as the rule. Although the movements and abundance 
of mackerel are subject to yearly variations of greater or less magnitude, it can be safely stated 
that during the mont_hs of June, July, and August, the following localities furnish the most import-
ant mackerel grounds on our coast: Cashe's Ledge and vicinity, covering an area about sixty or 
seventy miles across, and having Cashe's Shoal as a center; the vicinity of Monhegan Island, from 
near Cape· Elizabeth to Matinicus Rock, and from close in shore to a distance of forty miles off -
shore; and the vicinity of Mount Desert Rock, from the rock to near the main land, and outward 
from it in all directions for distances of twenty to twenty-five miles. 
In the fall, after the mackerel have begun their migrations toward the south and west, the 
principal localities resorted to by the fishermen are successively as follows: Off Cape Elizabeth, 
and about Boon Island, Maine; off Cape Ann, Massachusetts Bay, Barnstable Bay, and off the 
outer side of Cape Cod. Fortunately, at this season, the mackerel usually follow the trend of the 
shore, and strike into the larger bays which _indent the coast line. Thjs permits of the :fishery 
being carried on with ,little risk, at a period when severe gales are of frequent occurrence on the 
New Enghtnd coast, as the vessels are generally within easy reach of safe harbors. 
Efforts have been made from time to time to trace the movements of the schools of mackerel 
after they have passed .Chatham, Cape Cod, the last locality where they are generally caught in 
the fall, but alw~ys without success. The failure of these attempts is chiefly due to two causes, 
namely: first, the almost steady prevalence at that season of unfavorable weather for fishing oper-
ations; and, second, the disinclination of the fishermen, at the close of the season, to push with 
their accustomed vigor an enterprise which appears to promise but slight money returns at the 
most, and expo'Ses them to great personal risk. 
THE MENHADEN GROUNDS. 
The menhaden fishing-grounds of the eastern ..coast of the United States extend at the present 
time (1883) from ChesapAake Bay to and iucluding Long Island Sound, and, in some seasons, _also 
include a portion of Vineyard Sound, on the southern coast of Massachusetts. They are of limited 
width, the fishery being rarely carried on at greater distances from land than ten to fifteen miles. 
Their total area may be reckoned, in round ,numbers, at a.bout 5,350 square geographical miles, 
which can be itemized as follows: Long Island Sound and the vicinity of Block Island, 1,200 
square miles; off the south side of Long Island, from Montauk Point to Sandy Hook, with an 
average width of fifteen miles, 1,575 square miles; off the New Jersey coast, from Sandy Hook to 
Cape May, J,575 square miles; Delaware B~.y, 150 square miles; Cape Henlopen to Cape Charles, 
with a,u average width of about two miles, 250 square miles ;_1 Chesapeake Bay, from_ the capes to 
Tangier Sound, GOO square miles. 
Formerly the menhaden fishery was carried on along a much greater range of coast, extending 
from North Carolina to Mount Desert, Maine. Prior to 1879 menhaden occurred in great abund-
ance in the Gulf of Maine, and the bays and estuaries connected with it, fron;i May to October, and 
the waters of that region often seemed literally alive with the numerous large scb~ols, many of 
1 A.long this stretch of coast :fishing for menhaden is carried on only to a limited extent, chiefly by .r:neans of seines 
set from the beaches, and the area of the ground.a is, therefore, very srnal1 considering their great length. 
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which c rnleu tli river t t~e limit of alt water. Before the introduction of purse seines they 
wer xtensi, ely captured in gill-net , for use as bait by the cod and mackerel fishermen, 3,nd a 
lar e proportion of the fi h taken to supply the factories of menhaden oil a.nd fertilizers, during the 
arl, period of that indu try, were obtained in the same manner. In the summer of 1879, from 
ome unexplained cau e, but presumably from the prevalence of lower average temperatures in the 
urface water , the menhaden failed to ma,ke their appearance north of Cape Co~, and since then 
the:v have never returned to their former grounds in the Gulf of Maine. · 
· Mr. R. Edward Earll, who investigated the coast fisheries of the southern Atlantic States in 
1 o, states that for several years previous to 1878 menhaden fishing was carried on to a limited 
xtent in Core Sound and about Ocracoke Inlet, on the coast of North Carolina. At Oregon Inlet 
ome menhaden fishing was also done for two or three years, steamers having been employed for 
th purpose during one season. A purse seine was set once from Charleston, South Carolina, bu~ 
it wa so badly cut by the sharks that it was never tried again. 
Previous to 1878 the above mentioned stations on the coast of North Carolina marked the 
onthern limit of the menhaden fishing-grounds, but as the catches there proved unremunerative, 
the ft hery was discontinued, and since that time _Chesapeake Bay bas been the most southern 
region where fishing is conducted. In this locality, according to Mr. Earll, fishing begins in May 
and continues until October; but the fishery is neither so important nor profitable as it is farther 
north, both becau e of the less abundance of fish and their poorer quality as compared with those 
taken about Long Island and off the New Jersey coast. 
As to the times of arrival and departure of the schools of menhaden in the several fishing-
ground , Mr. G. Brown Goode says : '' The first schools appear in Chesapeake Bay in March and 
April, on the coast ?f New Jersey in .April and early May, and on the south coas~ of New Jfogland 
in late April and May; off Cape Ann about the middle of May, and in the Gulf of Maine a.bout the 
latter part of l\Iay and the first of June. Returning, they leave Maine in late September and 
October, Massachusetts in October, November, and December, Long Island Sound and vicinity 
in November and December, and Cape Hatteras in January.1 
Off the coast of New Jersey and the southern side of Long Island, fi.:;hing usually begins in 
April, and by the last of that month or early in May it is carried on 3,long the entire coast of Long 
I land, although it sometimes _happens that no fish are taken in this region until after the first of 
lrfay. The chools generally "play" in near the coast, where the fishing steamers lie in wait for 
them usually at no great di~tance from the shores; and whenever the schools rise to the surface 
th y are quickly surrounded by the purse seines. During May the fish move around Montauk 
Point and into Long Island Sound, which, during the remainder of the sP-ason, becomes the most 
important fishing-ground for thi specie OJ?- the coast. There are periods of greater or le~s dura-
tion, however, during which the menhaden how little or no inclination to come to the surfaco. At 
uch times the teamers often crui eon other ground , going to the New Jersey coast, or even as 
far a Delaware Bay. When the school are moving outh iu the fall, the steamers frequeutly fol-:. 
low them a far as the Delaware, but as the factorie are mostly located on Long Island Sound, 
th ·e long crui es are only made when the ca.rcity of ft h nearer home renders them absolutely 
ne e ary in order to obtain uppli.e . Large catclles of menhaden have seldom been made at a 
gr at r di tance from the land than ten mil , and, a a rule, the best fi bing has been obtained 
within two to five mile of th land. 
1 Thi stat mrnt of the am val and d parture of menhaden, extracted from "A History of the Menhaden," by G. 
Brown Goode, 1877, p. 39, applie to the condition of the fi bery prior to 1 78, since which time, as above described, 
th fi h hav not vi it l th coa t of Main . 
13.-THE SEA FISHING-GROUNDS OF THE PACIFIC COAST 
OF THE UNITED STATES~ FROM THE STRAITS OF 
FUOA TO LOWER CALIFORNIA. 
BY DAVID S. JORDAN. . 
14. THE PACIFIC COAST FROM THE STR.AITS OF FUCA TO LOWER CALIFORNIA. 
Except the salmon fisheries of the Sacramento ·and the Columbia, and the ocean fisheries in 
the immediate neighborhood of San Francisco, the fisheries of the Pacific coast exist ·only as 
possibilities. For: the most part only shore-fishing on the smallest scale is done, and no attempt 
js made to discover off-shore banks, or to develop them when discovered. The present report 
cau, therefore, only disouss the places where fishing is now actually carried on. 
South of Monterey the entire coast is made up of alternations of rocky headlands (rincones), 
usually of sandstone, with long curves of sandy beaches, and is broken by occasional large and 
small bays (esteros and Iagunas): The immediate neighborhood of the shore _has almost always 
a sandy bottom, and is nQt very rich in either animal or vegetable life. Farther out, at varying 
distances, is a belt of rocky bottom, thickly covered with the great kelp (Macrocystis pyrijera), 
and beyond this there are occasional rocky reefs, usually continuous with the rincones on tbe 
sllore and with the rocky islands, which have the same origin. 
About these headlands and on the reefs some still-fishing is done, mainly for species of 
rockfish (Sebast-iohthys), and occasionally a gill-net is put down. The best known of these reefa 
are about the islands of Santa Catalina and Anacapa, but they doubtless exist around all of the 
islands in this region, which are-mostly situated at a distance of abo~t twenty miles from the shore. 
The middle parts of the channels between are, in summer, the resorts of the large migratory fish, 
which are caught in considerable numbers by trolling. Along the sandy beaches seining is 
practiced, and gill-nets of little depth are set to catch the common shore-fishes (largely surf-fish, 
roncadors,_ and flounders). In the bays of sufficient size seining is largely pursued, especially by 
the Chinese. Iri some of the smaller -bays the oil-sh_ark (Galeorhinus) breeds, and is taken hy 
hook and line. Certain fishes (redfish, whitefish) are al1-io taken in large numbers by still-fishing 
along the line of the kelp. 
From Monterey to the mouth of the Columbia the coast is _quite similar, but it is in general 
more rocky, with less sand, and presents an additional feature in the existence of rivers of 
considerable volume and more deeply indented bays. In all of these rivers there is a greater or 
. less run of salmon in the fall, and in those fed by snow water, in the spring also; and in many 
these fish are taken for market purposes, in nearly every case by the use of gill-nets. The 
number of rocky reefs seems to increase to the northward, and the number of species inhabiting 
them is greater, so that both in Monterey Bay and about the Farallone Islands baited trawl-lines 
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ar larg l , u d for taking rock:fish. In the bay8 seines are extensively used. Trolling and 
, till-fl, l.tiug in tl.te kelp are little practiced, because the fishes caught in this way are mostly 
outl.t 1 ru in their range. Between the rocky headland of Point Reyes and the entrance to the 
G Iden Gate is a long stretch of smooth sandy bottom at a considerable depth. The bottom here 
warm with flounders, and a mode of :fishing is pursued analogous to the t~awl·net :fishing of 
the .Atlantic-the :fishing of the Paranzella. This mode of :fishing is doubtless possible outside 
tlle k lp at many places along the coast, but the markets elsewhere are too small to make it 
profitable, excepting on a few small reefs in the neighborhood of the Farallones where rock-cod . 
abound, and at the mouth of Monterey Bay; and, beyond this stretch of deep water now fish eel by 
tlle Paranzella, we can hardly say that any definite off-shore :fishing-grounds exist south of the 
Strait of Juan de Fuca. Off the mouth of the Straits of Fuca, about eight miles northwest of 
Cape Flattery, there is an extensive halibut bank, where the Indians take halibut in large 
numbers, and which may some t~me become of importance to the white people. 
The channels among th_e islands in Pug~t Sound and to the northward are resorted to by 
dogfish (Sq_ualus), and the bays at certain seasons swarm with herring. In Alaska many banks 
frequented by halibut and cod doubtless exist, but thus far the only ones developed to any 
considerable extent are about the Shumagin Islands. 
,, . 
O.-THE FISHERY RESOURCES AND FISHING-GROUNDS 
OF A.LASKA. 
BY TARLETON H. BEAN.1 
15. THE FISHERY RESOURCES OF ALASKA.. 
The Territory of Alaska has seventy-fl.ye species of food-fishes, seven-eighths of which are 
strictly adapted to the use of man, the balance being more suitable for bait. More than one-half 
of this number are widely distributed. More than two-thirds of the whole number exist in great 
abundance where they occur. 
The flat-fishes and :flounders (Pleuronectidw) ham representatives on all parts of the coast; 
the number of species is, however, smaller north of Unalashka than is found around the_ shores of 
the Gulf of Alaska and its groups of islands. 
The codfishes (Gadidm). are equally divided between Southern and Northern Alaska, the 
southern species · excelling the northern in size ; of these the pollock is one of tlle best baits 
known for cod. 
There are thirteen species of sculpins ( Cottidre), nearly all of which are important as food,. 
the scaly sculpins (Hemilepidotus) being especially good. 
Although the number of species of Sebastichthys is much smaller than on the Californian 
coast, the five that do occur in the waters of Southern Alaska are all excellent, a11d two of these, 
are known from as far north as Kodiak. 
Tl.te so-called'' rock-cod" (species of Hexagram,m.us) rank with_the preceding in good qualities.?' 
and they are extremely abundant, some species reaching as far north as Port Clarence;. 
Hexagra,mmus asper _of Steller is found all along the coast from Sitka westwar<l to Attn. These 
fishes are generally known to the Russians and largely to the Aleuts as the "t~r-poog"; one 
species (H. ordinatus, qope) is the '' green-fish," so called on account of the green coloF of its fle~b, 
which is nevertheless quite palatable; the green color disappears in the process of cooking; the 
''green-fish" is remarkable for another peculiarity in its smoky brown ova. One of the most 
important members of this family of Chtridce is the "striped fo;h," "yellow-fish," or "Atka. 
mackerel," Pleurogra-mmus monopteryg·ius (Pallas) Gill, which, besides its own intrinsic value as an 
edible fish, possesses rare worth as a bait for cod. 
The fa,mily of Trachinidm is represented by one species called "cusk "· at the Slrnmagins, 
a fish which was too rare in museums for us to try its table qualities, although it forms an 
element in the bait-supply for ·cod. 
1 The report of Dr. Bean might, with almost eqnal propriety, be included in the section devoted to the methods 
of the fisheries, but since it is in the main a discussion of undeveloped resources it is deemed more fitting fo include. 
it in the section devoted to tlle fishing-grounds.--G . . BROWN GOODE, 
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Th re i one pecies of sand launce or "lant" (Animodytes personatus) which is extremely 
abundant iu mo t parL of Alaska, and e~tends north to Point Belcher, as we certainly know; 
thi launc. i largely u eful in the cod :fishery and in general hook-~shing in Southern Ala~k~ as 
w 11; it abundance i wonderful. 
·• The pike (Esox liwius, L.) we ha·rn from Slave L~ke; it is" common in all the lakes and ponds 
of . . . :Northern Alaska, but absent from t.he rivers. It is caught with seines in summer 
and early winter. It i principally used for dog-feed, being of little value for the table.m 
The family JJfiorostomat-iilre as distributed in Alaska includes the smelts (two species), the 
capelin, the urf-smelts (two species), and the eulachon. · The smelt, which is most abundant and 
important, re embles the common species of the .Atlantic seaboard very closely; it may be, too, 
that the second form, which is remarkably slender posteriorly, is merely-the spent female of the 
first. The distribution of these fish is probably northerly, as the National Museum has no 
examples from any point south. of Saint Michael's; Steindachner, the describer of Osrner,us dentex, 
had it from De Oastrie's Bay. We obtained, September 6, 1880, from Eskimo, in Eschscholtz 
Bay, dried smelt which they had pre1rared for food. The capelin (Mallotus villosus) is universally 
and abundantly present throughout the Territory; it plays a very important part in the salmon_ 
ancl cod fishery, forming as it does the principal food of the_se fishes during a part of the summer. 
Young capelin are extremely abundant north of the Arctic circle, but we have not seen them in 
Southern Alaska; the number annually consumed by cod and salmon must be enormous. I have 
taken forty from the stomach of a single cod on Portlock Bank; salmon may be seen in pursuit 
of capelin even in the brackish waters where small streams fall into the bays and coves. The 
species of Hypomesits, though of small size, form a considerable portion of the food-supply; one of 
them is known in southern waters (H. pretiosits); the other, instead of spawning in the surf like 
its southern congener, runs into fresh-water ponds to perform this function, and seems to be 
confined to Northern Alaska and Northeastern Siberia. A well-known representative of the 
family of Miorostomatidce is the eulachon or candle-fish ( Thaleiohthys paoijious), an inhabitant of 
the shores of ,the whole Gulf of Alaska. The uses and the mode of capture by Indians of surf-
smelts and eulachon are so well explained by Mr. Swan in the '~Proceedings of the National 
Museum," 2 that it is unnecessary to add anything to that portion of the subject. Eulacbon have 
been salted at Katmai on the peninsula of Aliaska and brought to Saint Paul, Kodiak. 1\Ir. B. 
G. McIntyre, who gave me information concerning this industry, and furnished some examples of 
the product, speaks highly of the table qualities of salted eulachon. Unfortunately there is no 
harbor at Katmai, else it might become the seat of an important trade in this article. . 
The whitefishes (Oorego;,,idre) form one of the great staples of food in Northern Alaska (from 
the Yukon northward), replacing the salmon almost entirely in the extreme north. There are 
fly · pecies of Ooregonus, the largest of which, as represented in the collections of the National 
Museum, wa once considered identical with the common olupeiformis 3 of the Great Lakes; it is the 
fl h for which Milner proposed the name Kennicotti, and is quite distinct from the olupeijormis; 
thi i the" Broad Whitefish" of Mr. Dall, which he says : "Is the next in size of the Alaska 
1 DALL, in Report of the Commis ioner of Agriculture, 1871 (for 1 70), 387. 
:.. Vol. III, :pp. 43 and 257. 
:i tenodus Macke11zii is the pecies referred to by Mr. Dall in the "Report of the Commissioner of Agriculture for 
1 70,' page , as the" Grea WbiteO 'h, ·oncerning whi ·h he says: "'fhis enormous whitefish is the finest of its 
tribe, lJ th in ize and flavor. It i fouml ju the river mo t of the year, but is most plentifu1ly obtained and is in 
it b .-t condition about them nths of June and July. We have seen them four feet long and weighing about fifty 
poun1l ·. It i di tingui bed by its long no e and slender form, and is of a ilv ry white., somewhat darker above. 
It i full f . pawn fr m , pt mb rt January, when it di appear . . " 
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whitefh,h, and reaches a weight of thirty pounds. It is distinguished by its broad body, short 
ltead, an·d large scales. It is usually very fat and excellent eating. It abounds in both winter 
and summer, spawning in September in the small rivers falling into the Yukon." 1 The '·' Round-
fish" of lVIr. Dall's paper is Coregonus quadrilateralis, Rich. "A long, slender, subcylindrical fish, 
not · very abundant, but of excellent qu~,lity. They are . caught occasionally throughout the 
winter on the Yukon, and are distinguished by their attenuated muzzle and peculiar form." The 
,, Humpback " of Mr. Dall is related to clupeifor1nis, from which it is separated by its arched and 
compressed back. The "whitefish" (Russian Morslcoi ciga) is 0. Laurettce, Bean. l\Ir. Dall says of 
the JJforskoi ciga: "This is the most abundant and best :flavored species of Coregonus in most 
localities. It is distinguished by its small scales, fins, tail, and bead, and is of symmetrical · 
proportions and moderate size. It rarely exceeds three pounds in weight, and-is the staple articJe 
of food in winter on the Yukon." 1 Coregonus Laurettce is the prevailing species of the far north; 
the writer obtained it in Port Clarence· while in company with the United States Coast and 
Geodf;tic Survey Expedition to Alaska, in 1~80, and Capt. C. L. Hooper; commanding tlle 
Revenue-1\farine steamer Corwin, thus records it from Point Barrow in his report to the 
Treasury Department of November 1, 1880: 
"The temperature of the water was 40° F. '\Ve~ bought from the natives · some eider ducks, 
which were found to have a strong fishy taste, and some fish resembling sbad,._but smaller and 
very fat; they differ also from the shad in having two double [misprint for dorsal] fins. We saw 
· the same species in Kotzebue Sound and at other places within the Arctic circle. _ They are 
called by the natives 'tupook.' I preserved some Rpecimens for the Smithsonian Institution.'' 
The "Nulato whitefish" ( Russian "Nu.latoslci cigci") is evidently what I have called in my 
list of Alaskan food-fishes Coregonus Merlcii, Gii._nther, varie(y. This is a small, thin, bony species, 
common near Nulato, on the Yukon, and is rarely more than half a pound in weight. It is of 
little nse as food, and is principally abundant iri summer. Captain Hooper forward~d to the 
Smithsonian Institution many specimens of thi-5 whitefish, which he obtained doubtless in 
Kotzebue Sound and elsewhere in the Arctic regions. The grayling or blanket-fish concludes 
the list of Coregonidce. Of this Mr. Dall 'bas written as follows : 
"Abundant in the small rapid rivers of Alaska. It is the only fish in the Yukon territory 
,, bich will take the hook. It i~ of moderate Yalue only for table use, and is especially abundant 
ju spring when the whitefish begin to be scarce.J' 
The greatest fish wealth of Alaska lies in its abundance of fine salmon, so far at least as 
isl.Jore-fishing is concerned. There are five species of Oncorhynchus: clwuicha, ketct, nerlca, lcisutch, 
atJd gorbuscha-all readily distinguished one from the other by well-marked characters, except the 
ftrst two. Three of them may be at once recognized by ~ single character even;· gorbuscha, for 
example, has much .smaller scales than any other species; kisu.tch has a much smaller number of 
pyloric creca than all the rest; nerka has much the largest number of gill-rakers; clwuicha is 
the giant of the group, and may well be called the "king salmon." This is the largest and finest 
of the Alaska salmon, reaching a weight of sixty to' ninety pounds. Those weighing eighty 
i)oun~ls are not uncommon, and others weighing a hundred-weight h~ve occasi~naUy been taken. 
This fish, or a fish called by the same name, ranges from ~itka to Bering Strait, and is found in 
all water-courses from the tide-ways of the Alexander Archipelago to the broad current of the 
Yukon. · It ascends the latter river for at least twel,re hundred miles and perhap-s farther. It is 
a short and broad fish, with a large bead, but comparatively small m'outh and fins. It reaches 
1 DALL, loc. cit. 
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the mouth of the Yukon about the middle of June, and runs for six weeks. It ascends the river 
slowly, reaching Fort Derabin (about three hundred and sixty miles above the mouth of the river) 
about the first week iu July, and Fort Yukon (about one thousand miles above the mouth) about 
the midclle of July. It is dried for winter use by the natives. All dry fish is called 1dcali by the 
Ru sians. The chowichee ukali are made by cutting the fish in three slices after removing the . 
head, leaving the backbone in the middle slice, and alll three connected by the tail. Two or three 
dry cbowichee ukali will weigh at least fifty pounds. One of them is accounted sufficient for a 
day's food for six men or dogs. They cost, from the natives upon the Yukon, one leaf of tobacco 
each, or, when dry, five to eight musket-balls per ukali. The more northern the ground where 
the fish are taken, the. finer their flavor, and the chowichee of the Yukon were held in such 
e teem that several hogsheads were annually salted for the emperor's table by the Russians.1 
It is now believed that the famed '' chowichee" an<l the "quinnat" salmon known to 
fi h-culturists and anglers are one and the same species. The ma.ximum size of this '' king 
salmon" is so great as to be almost incredible, and yet there is no doubt that individuals weighing 
one hundred pounds have sometimes been taken. Mr. B. G. McIntyre, at Saint Paul, Kodiak, 
had one that was smoked by Capt. James Wilson at Fort Kenai in 1879, which weighed sixty-six 
pounds in its cured state; this must have weighed fully ninety pounds in the fresh condition. 
Capt. H; R. Bowen states that he brought one down from Kassilov that weighed eighty-four 
pounds after smoking, with head, fins, entrails, and half of the backbone removed. Mr. Thomas 
Devine told me that a silver salmon five feet long was brought to Pirate Cove, Shumagins, in 1877; 
this must have been 0. chouicha. Rufus Bordukofsky claims that he has seen a chowichee 
salmon seven feet long at Iliuliuk, Unalashka. This seems a little too long, but I mention it as 
an a<lditional confirmation of the enormous proportions reached by the species. I have been 
informed by Capt. E. P. Herendeen and Capt. H. R. Bowen, both of whom have caught the" king 
salmon," that they do not run in schools, but two or three together, keeping very close to the 
banks, perhaps to escape from the beluga. Of kisutch and keta (hoikoh) Mr. Dall says: 
''These two species have the same range as the king salmon, and are -dried for food in the 
same way. They are, however, much more common, much smaller, and are held in less esteem. 
They form the bulk of the better class of salmon in all the rivers of Alaska. They arrive later 
than the king salmon, remain longer, and travel more rapidly. They reach Fort Derabin upon 
the Yukon about the tenth of July, and Fort Yukon early in August. They weigh from ten 
to thirty pounds, and dry, after cl~aning and removing the backbone, to about two or three 
pounds. They are more slender than t.he king salmon, and the males are furnished in the 
breeding season with a formidable array of recurved teeth, so that the natives are accustomed 
to knock them on the head with a club before attempting to remove them from the nets." 
I noticed that the Aleuts almost invariably broke the skull of salmon, which they carried 
in bidarkas, near its junction with the vertebrrn; this was done to kill them quickly and 
prevent their struggling after being stowed away. The " redfi.sh" ( O. nerka) and the " dog fish" 
( 0. gorbuscha), Mr. Dall observes, "are principally valued for use as <log-feed. They are placed 
in the order of their quality as articles of food. . . . They are . . . exceedingly common, 
of small ize, and appear later than the previou ly mentioned varieties. The redfish,· as its name 
denote , i partly of the mo t brilliant scarlet, but its flesh is not so red as · that of the king 
salmon or the hoikoh ( 0. keta). They arrive in July and disappear late in August." This 
e 'timate of the reclfi h agree perfectly with the opinion of Captain Bowen, who thinks it is the 
1 D.t..LL, in R port of Commie ion er of Agriculture for 1870, pp. 382 and 383 . 
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poorest salmon salted, though it sells best on account of its red-color. li'or my own part I think 
the fresh gorbuscha equal to any other salmon, but I prefer the chowichee bellies among the salt 
fish. There is nothing on the west coast which exactly corresponds with the Maine salmon: Salmo 
Gairdnerii is most like it in general appearance, and sometimes approaches it in size, but its habits 
are different, since it is found filled with ripe ova in June. We h~ve this species from Sitka and · 
Kodiak. It is very difficult to distingufsh Gairdner's trout from the ·" rainbow trout" (S. irideus), 
so well known in the McCloud River, the characters which are supposed to separate them being 
unimportant. I found at Sitka one young trout which ma~r be called irideus or Gairdner-ii 
indifferently, and it will puzzle any one to tell which it really is. Clark's trout (Salmo purpuratus) 
is very abu,ndant in Southern Alaska, aucl must be rare to the northward. Dall says that it is 
not found north of Aliaska Peninsula. Captain Hooper had it from Northern Alaska, but the 
exact locality is not stated. This beautiful species is not known to reach the great size in 
Alaska that is claimed for occasional individuals in the Columbia River, but it is Yery abundant 
and an excellent food-fish. We found it feeding on sticklebacks ( Gastcrosteus microcephali1,s, 
Girard) in Piseco Lake at Sitka. The species known in California as the "Dolly Varden" trout 
is everywhere present in Alaska, reaching as much as fifteen pounds in weight, and literally 
swarming in the streams and adjacent tidal waters. The young of this trout were found as far 
north as Cape Lisburne, and the species is Yery abundant in Northeastern Siberia. While it 
remains in the streams it is generally dark colo~ed, but after a sojourn in the sea upon re-entering 
t,he brooks and rivers it quickly shows its beautiful red spots. We found that individuals taken 
from the salt water showed no trace of red spots, but immediately assumed them upon being 
immersed in spring water. This difference of color, yarying with the place of residence, has led 
to the su11position that they represent two species, the large silvery ones in the coves and bays 
being called salmon trout while the smaller inland form is known as brook trout. There is good 
evidence of the occurrence of one species of Oncorhynchus ( 0. gorbv.scha), the.. little humpback 
salmon, in Colviile River. Captain Hooper reports that "the salmon is the only variety of fish 
in the Arctic that is of any value. .Although smaller than the sah.non caught farther south, they 
are of fine flavor. They are quite plentiful, and the coast natives cure large quantities of them 
by smoking and drying for winter use.m Capt. E. E. Smith, who was the Corwin's ice pilot 
on her cruise of 1880, in 1875 put up in salt two barrels of little gorbuscha which he bought at the 
mouth of Colville River. 
The sole representative of the herring f~mily of much importance as a source of food is the 
Olupea mirabilis of Girard, the common sea-herring of the Pacific coast. Widely distributed and 
extremely abundant, invaluable as bait and delicious on account of its fatness, it deserves a high 
rank among the staples of Alaskan waters. There are no finer herring anywhere than may be 
seined at Iliuliu_k and sometimes near Saint Paul. They are as plentiful as m~nhaden once 
were in Peconic Bay, so plentiful that a lazy Indian with a stick armed with pointed nails can 
soon impale a canoe load; vessels have sailed for hours through shoals of them which seemed 
unending; acres of grass are sometimes covered with their eggs when a high tide takes them far 
ashore and the receding waters suddenly leave them aground. Natives are very prompt to profit 
by such accidents. When we came into Chugachik Bay, in Cook's Inlet, we found a sand spit 
strewn with recently stranded herring and their wasted eggs, while here and the.re were groups 
of poles selected from driftwood on which the fish bad been hung up to dry after being split and 
having the head of one passed through the gills and mouth of another. The spaw~ clinging to 
blades of grass after a little sun-drying had a rather pleasant, slightly salt taste. 
1 Report of cruise of Corwin, Nov<> mber 1, 1880 (1881), p. 68. 
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The ucker family ( Catostomic7w) bas but a single species so far as knowu, and that is 
apparently identical with the long.nosed sucker of th~ Great Lakes and the Upper Mississippi. 
Thi fish i abundant in tho Yukon and other large rivers in N?rthern Alaska. It is of 
mo lerately large size, reaching firn pounds in weight. It is generally of a reddish color. Tlle 
body i o full of bones that it is unfit for food, lmt the heads, when boiled with the roe, make a 
-very palatable soup. These- fish are filled with spawn irt April, a P.eriod when other fish appear 
to be out of seasou.1 
There is one lamprey known to us from .Alaska, the A.mmocmtes ciu_reus of Bean. This one is 
xtreme1y abund;mt in the Yukon, according to Mr. L. M. Turner, and is used for food. Mr. 
Tume1's specimen was taken at Anvik (latitude 63 north, longitude 160 west frorn Greenwich) . 
16. A REVIEW OF TH'E ALASKAN FISHING-GROUNDS BY DISTRICTS. 
I ham been thus explicit in naming the food·fishes of th.e Territ9ry and tracing tllefr 
distribution, in order that th·eir importance as a means of subsistence for the inhabitants may be 
fully appreciated. All parts of the coast of Alaska are abundantly supplied with fish, and every 
male native of suitable age is to be considered a :fisherman-one who employs the best expedients 
within his reach for the capture of fish, because his ve_ry life depends in great measure on that 
supply. Even the women and children help to inc.rease th·e store for winter, tugging away 
bravely at great strings of salmon or other species caught in the seines l>y the men. Whenever 
there is any pulling of this kind to do, you may se-0 them skirting along the shore, half floating 
the burden near the water's edge. The total number of fishermen estimated for Alaska in Censm, 
Bulletin No. 176 is fifty-six hundred and fifty, which is certainly not too high. .According 
to Petrofl"s preliminary report on the population of that Territory, there are about thirty 
thousand-inhabitants, distributed as will be seen in the following table: 
POPUL.A.TION OF .AL.A.SK.A.. 
[From P etroff.] 
Southeastern Alaska .. ____ ··---···--···----··---···-·····----- ...... ·-·····----····--· 5,517 
Estimate of Prince William Sound. ___ . _____ .... _ .......... -... ·. ___ ...... __ . _ .. ___ . . . . . 500 
Kenai Mission or Cook's Inlet district ... __ . __ . __ ... _ . _ ... _ •...... ____ ..• _ ••..... _. . . . . 984 
Interior division ................ ·----· ··--·· ______________ ·----- ·-·-·· ··--·· ··--··. .. 2,226 
Kadiak Parish .. _ .... _ ...... _ .... __ ...... __ ....... _. _ ... _ •••... __ .. . _.... . •.•... ____ . 2, 606 
Belkofsky Parish .. ___ .. _. _ . ." _ ..... _. _ ....•...••...•.•• _ .. __ .. _:. ____ ... _.. . . . . . . ___ . 669 
Unalashka Parish. ___ .... ·--··-·· .............. -···-----· __ ···--· .... ·----- ...... ___ _ 1,392 
Bristol Bay di vision._ .. _. _ .... _. _ ... ___ ... ___ .... _ ••........ ___ ... __ .....••.. _ ... _. __ . 4, 340 
Pri by lov I slands ..... _ . _ ... ____ .. _ ... ___ ... ___ ...... ___ .. _ . __ . _ .. __ .... _ .. _ .. __ ... __ . . 390 
• aint Lawrence Island ( e8timat ed) . .. __ . ____ . _. __ ..... _. _ ... __ ... : .. __ ... _. _ ... _ .... ~. 400 
Nunivak I sland (estimated) ... _ .... ····-···-· ...... ···-····-····---·· ...... ·--·-·..... 500 
Kuskoquim division., ____ ·----· .... ·----· ·----- .... ·--· ··--·· ·-·--· ·--·-· ---· --·· ··-· 3,654 
Yukon delta ... _ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . _ ........ __ ... __ . _ . . _. __ .... _ ... _ ... __ .... _ ... . . __ : . 2, 006 
Uphoon mouth to Anvik .. . .. . · ·---·-··· ____ ···-·· ____ ···-···-·· .•.............. ··--·· 1,;345 
Coast of .rTorton ound from Saint Michqcls upward and as far as Sledge Island.- .. ____ 633 
King' I land t Point Barrow . ..... · ·-·-···-··· .... . ............. ···-·· ··-··· .. ··-·-· 2,990 
30,152 
1 DALL, in R port of 'ommi f Agriculture for 1870, p. 3 
• 
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Leaving out the interior division, and supposing that one-fifth of the whole population are 
i.Jult male :fishermen, we shall have about the number estimated in the Census Bulleti~. Bearing 
rn mind the great abundance of fish everywp.cre, and the wastf3ful habits of a people who neither 
profit by the hint of prosperity nor take warning from the kick of adversity, we may form some 
idea of the millions upon millions of fish annually taken in A~aska. There are not fewer than 
twenty-eight thousand people in the Territory who live largely upon fish, fresh <luring half of the 
year or less, and in the form of ukali during the balance of the year. In the absence of records 
to -show the amounts actually put up for winter ·use~ we must depend upon estimates. l\fr. 
William J. Fisher, of Saint Paul, Kodiak, bas very. carefully inquired into the matter, taking 
counsel with parties who are in the business of preparing ukali for consumption, and observing 
tbe quantities p~t t~p by natives for their own use. 1\fr. Fisher has given us the following result 
of bis investigation : 
"The annual supply of dried salmon (ukali) put up by a native family, consisti<lg of two 
adults and two children, is estimated at :fifteen hundred fish, arnraging about five pounds 
each before being dried, and, when cured, averaging about one-half pound each. The Creoles 
(native- whites), in addition to the · above, put up about six barrels of salt fish for winter 
consumption. These stores are not touched until the beginning of November, when, owing to 
inclemency of the 1'eather, the catching of fresh fish has to be suspended. By the first of May, 
when the weather permits fishing again, these stores are generally exhausted. The dried ish or¥ 
ukali is used to a great extent in lieu of bread. In a~dition to the above ~applies, each family 
adds about one-half barrel of salmon spawn, more or less, to their winter stores." 
I take this estimate of the quantity of fish consumed on the island of Kodiak as the basis of 
a calculation fot the whole Territory, because the supply, as shown on previous pa,ges of this. 
account, is ample on all portions of the coast; Mr. Fisher's statement, moreover, agrees with aU 
the information we have concerning the region . . On the above basis each one of the population 
will consume at least seven hundred and fifty fish mrnua11y, the supply of 1ukali lasting only six 
months and being replaced by fresh fish during the rest of the year. At the fow average weight. 
of five pounds we have the' equivalent of thirty-seven hundred and :fifty pounds of fresh fish per· 
year for each person, and twenty-eight thousand people at the same rate·will eat one hundred 
and five million pounds of fish. The first cost of fish is about one-half cent per pound, so that 
the yearly supply of the Territory represents five hundre<;I and twenty-five thousand dollars. 
We will now consider the different divisions adopted by Mr. Petroff, giving an account of 
the number of fishermen, the kinds of fish, and the modes of capture and preservation. 
SOUTHEASTERN AL.A.SKA. 
There are at least as many as eleven hundred adult Indian :fishermen fa-this division, who 
(levote theinselves wholly or in large part to the business of fishing for a livelihood while the 
season lasts. Our own observations began at Sitka, continuing there from May 28 to June 16,. 
1880. During this time the fishes most frequently seen in canoes and offered for sale· were the 
halibut, several species of rock-fish, sea trout o; bass, cultus cod, common cod, Gairdner's trout,. 
reel-spotted ,trout, Clark's trout, '' hoikoh" salmon, and "keezich" salmon. In hook-fishing, which 
is the common method, sand launce and herring are gener~lly used for bait. At Sitka abalones 
are abundant and are eaten raw hy Indians. Some Chinamen, belonging to the ''Jamestown," were 
drying large quantities of them for export to China. Delicious clams (a species of Saxid01nus) 
are extremely plentiful, and form an important part of the Indian diet. The Indian village at 
Sitka for our purposes may be taken as the type of snch villages . throughout the region unde~ 
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di 'cussiou. The solid log-houses here are built ·convenient to the water's edge. Between the 
houses and. the water may be seen the dug-out canoes and the fish-drying frames; here and .there 
are hung the bark fishing-lines for halibut furnished with their clumsy but·effective books. Some 
very good illustrations of the Sitka halibut hooks, furnished by Commander Beardslee, U. S. N., 
appear in Forest and Stream, of 1879. The hook consists essentially of two pieces of wood 
fa tened together at one end with strips of spruce roots so as to form an acute angle with 
each other, the longer arm of the angle being armed with a bent, pointed piece of iron; the wood 
is generally carved so as to represent some ·animal whose co-operation thus secured will insure 
successful fishing. The bait (usually herring) is tied on so as to cover not only the hook but also 
tlie wooden shaft in which the hook is fastened; halibut will gulp down th~ bait as long as it 
lasts, opening their jaws wider and wider; the short arm of the hook, being so fixed as to leave 
only a narrow space between it and the iron point, will admit of the motion necessary to fasten the 
fish, but prmTents its escape. A halibut thus held with its mouth wide open will soon be drowned, 
and can easily be taken into a canoe. This Indian style of halibut hook is much more effective 
than the common halibut hook of civilization. A very common method of fishing for h·alibut at Sitka 
is by the use of set-lines, each provided with one hook, a stone sinker, an inflated stomach of seal 
for a buoy, with a small flag or signal attached to it so as to show when a fish is hooked. It is 
- u ual to see these lines set in ten to twenty fathoms of water off the numerous inlets of Sitka 
Bay. Salmon are caught by trolling with herring bait, by seining, and by spearing. Edgecumbe 
trout ( Ah-shut of the Sitkas), Salmo Gaird1ierii Rich., were taken by the spear on their way out (f) 
from Lake Edgecumbe to the sea in June. Herring are caught in great quantities by impaling 
them on pointed na,ils fastened into a long, thin strip of wood. The process of collecting herring 
eggs, by receiving them on spruce boughs, is too _well known to need description here. The 
prevailing fish on the drying-frames at Sitka was halibut. This was cut in strips and dried 
partly in the open air and partly by smoking in the dwelling-houses. -The fire is made in the 
center of the space inclosed by the walls, there being no floor covering this portion, and the 
smoke escapes through a wide opening in tlie roof. A frame of poles supports the strips of fish 
to l)c smoked. Very little fire and a great deal of smoke are the req~irements. Besides fish, it 
is common to see viscera and other portions of porpoises hanging on the poles. The price of fresh 
fl hat Sitka is usually about one-half cent per pound. Halibut ranged from twenty to seventy-
five pounds in weight during our stay; we were told, however, by Mr. Whitford, that he bas seen 
two caught in the harbor, one weighing two hundred and fifty-six and the other two hundred and 
sixty pounds. 
I am indebted to Mr. George Hamilton, of Chacon, for the following information about lialibut 
at Klawack: 
Their average size is about fifty pounds; they are not brought in plentifully from November 
to l\farch, but they are abundant during the rest of the year; Indians do· not fish for them much 
i11 the winter; they are caught with the Sitka style of hook with kelp or bark lines, or sometimes 
ea tern cod and halibut lines. Squid bait ( Octopus) is preferred. The fishii.Jg is done in from ten 
to twenty fathoms of water. For the cannery, Indians go off in the afternoon and bring in the 
fi ·h on the following morning. They will average eight or ten halibut to a canoe, having in 
it two per on who u e not more than three or four hooks. The price at Klawack in 1878 was 
on -half c nt p r 1>0und, which, unnece arily and through mi take, was increased in 1879 to one 
and on -half cen . The amount canned in 1878 was two hundred or three hundred cases in two-
p un there being two dozen cans in a ca e. These were shipped to Sis on, Wallace & Co., 
Ir. amilt n ha n more halibut in the vicinity of Warren l land than 
Fishery Industries of tho United States, Sect. III. 
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anywhere else. He saw :fifteen Indians :fishing there, and between one hundred and one hundred 
and fifty halibut of small size lying on the beach. The women were splitting them to dry. 
In this regron of Southeastern ~laska are two salmon-canning establishments-one at Klawack, 
and the other at Old Sitka or Turner's Point. In 1879 the Klawack cannery was said to have 
employed one hundred and sixty Indians and twenty whites. Of the Indians, thirty were women, 
five or six boys of eight to twehre years, and the rest men. In 1878 the wagei:, for Indian men 
were one dollar, and for woman fifty cents per day. In 1879 the ·men received one dollar and 
twenty-five cents and the women seventy-five cents per day, although it is claimed there was no 
- need of increasing the pay. - The wages of the white men ranged from twenty dollars to :fifty 
dollars per month. The season lasts about two months here. I suppose the capacit;y ol the, 
, cannery is about the same as of the Old Sitka one, but there are no returus to refer to. The Old 
Sitka establishment is situated near the mouth of Sitka River; it was not in operation in 1880, but 
in 1879 it shipped seven thousand cases, of four dozen one-pound cans each, to the Cutting Packing 
Company of San Francisco. The boxes in which these caris are shipped a~e sent in shooks from 
Portland. The cans are made on the spot in a separate building. T~e high price for tin and 
solder was given as a reason for the inactivity of 1880. The salmon are seined by Indians, the 
seines being purchased by them from the cannery owners. The processes employed at Klawack 
and Turner~s Poi t are essentially the same as in the Columbia River canneries. The Old Sitka 
I o 
establishment, either in 1878 or 1879, put up two hundred cases of halibut, each containing four 
dozen one-pound cans. 
The eulachon, which we have from the Stickene River, Wrangell, Sitka, and Chilkat River, 
is caught in the sa~e way and used for the same purposes, as described by Mr. Swan in his paper, 
in the Proceedings of the United States National Museum, -vol. 3. The once famous Deep 
Lake salmon :fishery at the Redoubt on Baranoff Island, which in 1868 secured two thousand 
barrels, is now reaping the results of overfishing. A description of the :fishery by Mr. Dall is 
given in the Report of the Commissioner of Agriculture for 1870, page 385. 
This account may be closed with the following list of the principal food-fishes of Southeastern 
Alaska: 
1. Pleuronectes stellatus. 
2. Lepidopsetta bilineata. 
3. Limanda aspera. 
4. Hippoglossoides elassodon. 
5. Hippoglossus vulgaris. 
· 6. Pollachius cbalcogrammus. 
7. Gadus morrhua. 
8. Microgadus proximus. 
9. Hemilepidotus trachurus. 
10. Hemilepidotus Jordanii. 
11. Sebastichthys maliger. 
12. " caurinus. 
13. " ruber. 
14. ,, melanops. ('~ Black 
Sitka.) 
15. Hexagrammus asper. 
16. " superciliosus. 
17. ,, decagrammus. 
bass," 
18. Opbiodon elongatus. 
19. Anoplopoma fimhria. 
20. Bathymaster signatus. 
21. Ammodytes personatus. 
22. '' alascanus. 
23. Mallotus villosus. 
24. Hypomesus pretiosus. 
25. Thaleichthys pa.cii~us. 
26. Salvelinus malma. 





30. Oncorhynchus chouicha. 










35. Olupea mirabilis. 
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PRINCE WILLIAM SOUND DIVISION. 
According to Mr. Petroff--'s estimate, there are five hundred Indians in this division, and 
among them, if we continue our usual proportion, there are about one hundr ed adult male 
fishermen. We have no information about the fishes or tbe methods of fishing, but it is safe 
to say that the region closely resembles the preceding one just described. They certainly have 
flat-fishes, fl.ounder·s, halibut,. cod, tom-cod, sculpins, launce, herring, and all the species of salmon, 
and doubtless many more; hair seal, too, are sure to be found just as they are in the inlet. 
KEN.A_! OR COOK'S INLET DISTRICT. 
The number of adult male fishermen in this division is near two -hundred in a total 
population of nine hundred and eighty-four. The most -important fishes, as will be seen from • 
the accompanying list, are halibut, cod, scaled sculpins, launce, capelin, eulachon, trout, salmon, 
and herring. The native methods of capture are essentially like those of Southeastern Alaska. 
This region is the field of two salmon fisheries operated by Cap·t.. James Wilson, for the Alaska 
Commercial Company, and by Capt. H. R. Bowen, for the Western Fur and Trading Company. 
Mr. William J. Fisher, United States Coast Survey tidal observer at Saint Paul, Kodiak, ha.s 
kindly obtained from these gentlemen most of the information we possess about those :fisheries. 
Writing of the "king salmon," Mr. Fisher sa.ys: 
"The Indians living near these two rivers catch only very small numbers of the fish, partly 
owing to their very imperfect implements used for ~he purpose. The fish l)eJng too large they 
cannot use their spears effectually. Their usual and most efficient mode of capture is as follows: 
.A stage is erected in the river which an Indian mounts, holding a large wicker basket with an 
aperture of about five feet square; in the river, patiently waiting, sometimes for weary hours, 
before a salmon is so foolish as to enter the basket, while many hundred will go past, over, or 
under the basket, ignoring the invitation to. enter. The natives smoke and dry their catch, and 
when they do sell any they charge at the rate of tep. cents per fish." 
Mr. Fisher gives the following notes on the "chowichee" or" king salmon" ( 0. chouicha): 
"They are found in the inlet from May 20 to .August 20, being more. abundant during small 
tides; they are only one-fifth as plentiful as the silver salmon (0. kistttch), and one-third as 
abundant as red salmon ( O. nerka); they reach a maximum length of six feet and a weight of forty 
pounds ; they appear regularly on the 20th of May, running in pairs and not in schools, following 
the shore closely to avoid the beluga; they refuse to take the hook at all times;. they prey upon 
eulachon and sticklebacks, not consuming very much; they-are caught by the whites in weirs and 
nets; the nets are ( of) eight and one-half inch mesh, twelve feet deep, and one hundred and twenty 
feet long, and are used during the entire season; the average daily catch is about one hundred 
fish; they are caught more plentifully from (the) first (of the ebb) to half-ebb tide; the natives 
dry them for winter use, while the whites salt them for shipment to San Francisco; small 
quantities are smoked; about three hundred barrels were salted in the season of 1880; one 
ves. el, employing from five to eight men, is engaged in the fishery.'' 
• "The run of salmon in 1880 at Kenai was very light until July 20. Prior to that date the fish 
were running largely at Tyonik, about seventy miles up Cook's Inlet from Kenai, and also up 
the Sutchit:qa ( u hetno) River at the head of the inlet. These fish have seldom been known 
t go up the latter river during pa t year , and then only in very small numbers. The Sutchitna 
( u h tno) i r Indian , wh , wing to carci y of fi h heretofore in thejr river, always bought 
th ir wint r upply of mok d and dried fl h from the natives of Tyonik, caught such an 
nndant , npply in 1 a to nabl th m t ll to their former purveyor . ' 
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On the 4th of July, 1880, we saw two species of salmon-'' redfish" or ''krasnoi riba 
( 0. nerkct) and "hoikoh" ( 0. lceta)-banging on the drying-frames at .A.lexandrovsk in great 
numbers. A lagoon near the village, which receives a small but rapid stream, is well supplied 
with fish. In addition to the ordinary frame of poles on which the split and gashed salmon are 
hung, the natives frequently fasten small trees in the ground, cut off the limbs to a suitable 
]ength, and cover them with the blood-red fruits of their labors, making them a kind of Christmas 
tree of substantials. The little houses in which dried fish are stored for winter are set on logs 
placed endwise to insure protection from dogs. Cod and halibut are reported to be present here 
the J7ear round. The halibut-line of these people is made of the stem of bull kelp, which grows 
here to an immense size. One of the plants measured aboard the "Yukon" had a stem sixty-sernn 
and one-half feet long, with eighty-six fronds, two of which measured twenty-five and thirty-five 
feet, respectively. On this kelp line two books are fastened at the ends of a sllort bar on short 
snoods. The stone sinker is fastened to- the middle of the bar by a snood longer . than those 
holdiug the hooks. The bidarkas are made of the skins of hair seal. .A.t the time of our ,isit 
seven skins of sea-otter recently killed were stretched on drying frames. The sea-otter are said 
to feed largely on cbitons and clams. The abundance of fine clams near .A.lexandrovsk makes it 
a good otter-ground. From Alexandrovsk due no~·thward is a settlement called Seldo-~·ia, 
consisting of sixty-eight Kodiak natives and creoles, who are devoted to sea-otter bunting. On 
the opposite side of Chugachik Gulf, near Anchor Point, is the village of Laida, containing 
seventy-eight Kenai people, who are also sea-otter hunters with indifferent success. lVIr. Petroff 
gives a graphic account of the Kenai people, from which I extract the following remarks relating 
to the fishing : -
" These people build birch-bark canoes with which to navigate the numerous swift and 
brawling rivers in their Territory, and they go down to the seaboard, buy skin canoes of the 
Ko<liak pattern, and navigate to some extent on salt water, in quest of fish, in this manner. In 
this connection we wish to call attention to the fact that these people do not make, in any form 
whate".'er, wooden canoes ·; for that matter the explorer will find no wooden canoes north of Mount 
Saint Elias iu this whole region. They are expert fishermen, and they certainly enjoy an 
abundance of piscatorial food, salmon of fine size and quality running up their rivers, trout iu 
the thous_and and one lakes of their country, finding them there all through the winter, fishing 
through the ice; and with a certain degree of contempt for the salt water, which is tbe 
treasure-trove and life-trust of the ~odiaker and the .Aleutian, they spend no time there ·unless 
the steamboat-puffing of an approaching school of white whales attracts their cupidity and 
supplies them with a rare feast. These animals (the 'beluga') are found here running up some of 
their rivers quite a distance.m 
THE K.A.SSILOV SALMON FISHERY. 
The Kassilov fishery, owned by the Western Fur and Trading Company of San Francisco, 
and operatecl by Capt. H. R. Bowen, is located at the mouth of Kassilov River, Cook's Inlet. It 
was establi:shed_ in 1879. The gill-nets are twenty-four fathoms long, two fathoms deep, with a 
mei;h of eight and one half inches, and cost ten dollars each. They are made of Barber's 
shoe-thread. Gill-11ets are used for salmon also. Two buildings, valued at two hundred and fifty ; 
dollars, are in use. There are three sixteen-foot dories. Four natives of Alaska are employed. 
The fishery is actirn from May 20 to September 1. Tide water makes up the river about seven 
miles; there are no obstructions except rapids. Two weirs are constructed here; the leaders are 
1 Preliminary Report on Census of Alaska, 1881, p. 36, 
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seventy-five feet long; the weirs or hearts are fifteen feet sqµare, and are made of stakes and 
bru h· they are kept down four months, beginning in June; "king" (0. chouicha), ''silver" 
(0. ld;utch), and ''red salmon" (0. nerlca) are taken in them. Captain Bowen says be is putting 
up the ''king salmon" in full barrels with Liverpool salt. The first lot sent down brought ten 
dollars per barrel; the second lot, seven dollars. The flesh is very red when t~ey first come; 
after they have been some time in the river the skin becomes red and the flesh liglit-colored. 
The ,, redfish ,,' or "red salmon" sell for seven dollars in two half barrels or six dollars iu full 
harrels. The" silver salmon" accompanies the red, is larger and every way superior, but is not 
nearly so plentiful. Captain Bowen put up fifty barrels of them last fall (1879) and says be could 
easily salt eight hundred barrels. These fish are sent to San Francisco by two schooners in August 
and October. Captain Bowen salts salmon bellies, also, in small packages. Bellies are worth 
twefre dollars by the barrel. Barrels, half-barrels, quarters, and kits are sent in shooks from San 
Francisco. They are made of Portland spruce. _The half-barrel complete costs one dollar and 
seven cents, the barrel one dollar and thirty-nine cents for the stock alone. Barrel ho<?ps cost 
twenty-four dollars per thousand. 
Products of the Kassilov Salmon fishery, 1880. 
Months. Kind of salmon. BaITels. ,Number of Woightin I fish. pounds. 
July .. . ......... Chowichee bellies ........ . 160 8,000 ~ August . . ....... Silver salmon _ ...... ..... 185 · 18,500 185, ooo I 
KEN.A.I SALMON FISHERY. 
The Alaska Commercial Company has established on Kenai River a fishery, which is 
managed by Capt. James Wilson, one of the company's traders. For the information concerning 
this fishery I am indebted to Mr. B. G. Mcintyre,.an agent of the Alaska Commercial Company. 
Salmon were first salte~ by this company in 1878, and bellies were- first salted by t_hem in 
1879. The" Saint George," a trading schooner of one hundred and twenty tons, takes the barrels 
of salmon only jncidentally, her regular business being that of a trader. Salmon in Cook's 
Inlet are very uncertain-some years the natives cannot get enough for their own use, _and other 
years they are very abundant;- this does not seem to depend on the severity of the winters. 
"King salmo1:3-" are taken in gill-nets, dip-nets, and weirs. Two weirs, si_milar to those in use 
at Kassilov, are in operation here. " Red salmon" are taken successfully only in seines. The 
natives here receive ten cents apiece for salmon. Only the bellies are salted; they are generally 
worth twelve dollar$ per barrel, sometimes fourteen dollars. At Kenai sixty pounds of salt 
are u ed to a barrel of fish. The fish are washed in pure spring water after they have been 
dre ed, and then they are "struck" in the barrels in brine made of the same water. When the 
barr l are filled up after heading the brine added is made of spring water, but it must be 
brought to the boiling point and then put in after cooling. The brine does not seem to get strong 
enough uule it i boiled. The usual plan is to strike the fish and then repack, which takes 
eighty to one hundred pound of alt. To put up a barrel of salt "king salmon" costs about 
thre dollar and :fif y cent at Kenai; one dollar for the :fish, one dollar and seventy-five cents 
f, r tlJ.e barrel and oop rage, forty cent for the salt, and thirty-five cents for the labor. The · 
"reel almon" will not co t mu h le . aptain Wil on told Mr. McIntyre that in eleven year 
h ha not en a "king alm n that w igbe<l ov r ne hundred pound . The Ala ka 
mm r ·ial mp· nv , 11: i : . al n wh r , r ( m rk t off r . . Th amonnt alt d jn 1 0 
:;;~,it;~~i;(1('·;}1r,;~ -~. ., ... 
.. 02~L:J1- ~~-.Ji, .. ,~·!m~~~~ ~- ~ =="'~'=~,,,,,,;.,.,r~"f< -"~ ~= ---=--~ ~~t!!::'::~. 
.. ~ 
r; 
<:., --~ -... 
Stake and rider salmon weir. Constructed in the tide flats of Cook's Inlet by old Indians, and used exclusively by 1hem. The young and able~bodied savages use gill-
nets and traps. 
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was one hundred and fifty barrels of bellies. Estimating fifty fish to the barrel we shall ha,e 
seventy-five hundred fish, weighing about three hundred thousand pounds; of course, only a 
small portion of each fish goes to form the finished product. 
For the sake of completeness I mention some of the principal food-fishes of Cook's Inlet: 
Pleuronectes stellatus, Pallas. Mallotus villosus, (Muller) Cuv. 
Lepidopsetta bilineata, (Ayres) Gill. Thaleichthys pacificus, (Rich.) Girard. 
Hippog1ossus vulgaris, Fleming. Salvelinus malma, (Walb.) Jor. & Gilb. 
Pollachius chalcogrammus, (Walb.) Jor. & Gilb. Salmo purpuratus, Pallas. 
Gadus morrhua, Linnams. _ Oncorhynchus chouicha, (Wa.Jb.) Jor. & Gilb. 
Tilesia gracilis, (Tiles.) Swainson. '' keta, (Walb.) Gill & Jor. 
Hemilepidotus trachurus, (Pallas) Gii.nther. " nerkc1, (Wa1b.) Gill & Jor. 
" Jordanii, Bean. " kisutch, (Walb.) Jor. & Gill>. 
llcxagrammus asper, Steller. " gorbuscha, (Walb.) Gill & lTor. 
. A mmodytes personatus, Girard. Olnpea mirabilis, Girard . 
J{ODJAK P .A.RISH. 
'fhe total · population of this division is stated to be about twenty-six hundred. Taking 
cm usual percentage of this we shall have two hundred and twenty fishermen, most of whom 
arc Kodiak Innuits and Creoles. The methods and results of the fishing, particularly on the 
island of Kodiak, have been greatly modified by civilization. The people have a wonderful 
wealth of':fish in the waters around them, and they have learned how to capture and preserve 
them to the best advantage. Boats and small vessels of ten to thirty tons replace to a great 
lt.Xit'nt the bidarka. ·while we were at ·Saint Paul a small vessel was being built for Captain 
Caton. The settlement on ,vood Island has a small shipyard, where vessels of twenty-five or 
thirty tons are built for fishing and trade, according to Petrbfl'.1 The village of .Afognak engages 
also in boat-building, at which the men are expert; they have many orders, chiefly for row-boats 
for the fishermen. E"rnry settlement in this parish is engaged in sea-otter hunting, many of them 
nlrnost exclusively. From Mitrofariia at the souther1i extreme to Douglas in the north, in the 
watns bathing the eastern shore of'the peninsula of .Aliaska and the islands of the Kodiak group 
natin{s pursue this valuable quarry, securing, according to Mr. Petroff's returns, nine hundred 
skins in 1879 . . This number includes the catch to the eastward to Mount Saint" Elias, but falls to 
, tho share of Kodiak Parish mainly. The small settlement of .Ayakhtalik, on Goose Island, gets 
quite a number of sea-lion skins around Sitkhinak Island. The people of Kaguiak obtain a ~ew 
sea lion skins, and the Orlovsk men secure a great many annually. 
This parish is profusely supplied with cod, halibut, salmon, herring, capelin, eulachon, clams, 
and mussels. There are many other fishes which are abundant, but those named are the great 
staples. On the islands of Kodiak and .Afogn-ak alone Mr. Fisher records the following quantities 
prepared for home consumption : 
' Salted salmon . Salmon spawn. Ukali. 
.. 
Barrels. Barrels. Pounds. 
One hundred and sixty-five families of Creoles put up ....... 990 82 126,750 
Three hundred and thirt) -four families of Aleuts put up ... , ................ 167 250,500 ____ 1 
Total ... _ ................... _ ... _ ... _ .......... ____ . ___ · / 990 249 I 377,250 
! 
1 Prflliminary Report on Census of Alaska, U:81, p. 29. 
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It mu -t be kept in miud that one pound of itkaz.i represents ten pounds of fresh fisll. l\Ir. 
Fi. her's e timate of the supplies of the settlem~nts on Cook's Inlet and part of Alia~ka Peniusnla 
i a follows: 
------------------,----Sal- t-ed_s_a--lm-o-n.,-Sa-lm._o_n_s_pa-w-~1-1==~U~l-,-a=li.==--, 
Ba1·rels. Barrels. Pounds. 
ThirLy-fou.r Creole families put up ...... -. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 170 17 I 25,500 
Three hundred and ten Indian· families put up . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 155 230, 000 
Total . . . . . . . . .. . .. . . .. . . .. . . .. . . . . . . .. . . . .. . . . . .. . . . . . 170 172 \ 255, 500 
The average retail price of fresh fish at Saint.Paul is one-half cent per pound, while the 
ayerage price of fresh beef is ten cents per pound, and of salt pork nft@en cents. Cooked oysters 
are brought up from San Francisco and · sell at forty cents per can. Canned lobsters f~om the 
ame city are retailed at the same price. Clams from the Yicinity sell for twenty cents a pail, 
fre h. Small quantities of salmon are smoked by the natives. Mr. Fisher names the following 
shell-fish as of common occurrence: Oardimn corbis, Ocwdimn LaPerousi·i, Modiola, Tcipes staminea, 
Saxidonws Nuttallii. 
THE K.A.RU:'K RIVER SALMON FISHERIES. 
Karluk River, on the west side of Kodiak Island, furnishes more sult salmon than any other 
Ala kan stream, about sixteen hundred barrels having been secured there during the season of 
1880 by two firms. One of these fisheries is owned by the Western Fur and Trading Company of 
an Francisco, and is operated by Capt. H. R. Bowen of Saint Paul, Kodiak. l\Ir. Fisher has 
obtained from Captain Bowen Jhe following account of that fishery: It was established in 1880, at 
the mouth of the ri,er, and was active during June, July, August, September, and part of 
October. Fish run up the rirnr into a lake-the source of the river-about seventeen miles. 
Tide-water extends up the stream about four miles. The only obstructions are rapids. All the 
species of Oncorhynoltus now recognized run into the river; they are known by the Rtrnsian names 
'' kra uoi riba," "keezitcb," "chowichee," "gorbuscha," and ,: hoikoh." The trout or ,, sumga.b" 
(Salvclinus malm.a) also occurs here abundantly. 
Salmon are caught at this fishery by seines, in the handling of -which dories are used. The 
uatives use their spears as well as seines; instead of dories ~hey use bidarkas. There are about 
three hundred natives at the Karluk settlement., nearly all of "·hom are Kodiak Innuit. It is 
stated by Captain Bowen that these three hundred caught and dried at least one hundred 
thou and salmon (averaging one-half pound each in the dried state) during the summer. 
The seines here are twenty-five fathoms long, three fathoms deep, with a mesh of three and 
ow~-fourth inches; they cost thirty-dollars each. Four dories, stxteen feet long, are in use. The 
fi ·h ry employ twenty men, frrn of whom are Norwegians and fifteen natives of Alaska. The 
product of the fl hery is as follows: 
Number E sti1;0ntcd I 
of fi h. I w 1gbt, Barrels. 
s 11oaods. 
- -- - -,----
0. nerka. 
June 16 .. ..... .... . . . ... 750 7, 500 15 
June 17 . . .. . . .. .. ... .... 3, 000 ao, coo 60 
Juno 1 ··· ···· ····· · ·· · · 2, 000 20, 000 40 
J un e l!l . . . .. ............ 3, 000 30, 000 60 
Juno 20 .. .. . .... .. .. .. .. 3, oco 30,000 60 
J une '.?l. ................ 1,500 15,000 30 
Month or July ......... 12, 00 l :?O, 000 240 
Month of Augu t. ..... 7,500 73,000 150 
0 . I.eta and oorlnucha. 1 
An!!U t l'.? .... . ... .. ..... l I ;;oo 1 5, 000 .... ·I ·p mb·rl ············ 21,000 210,000 . . . . ... .... . - ·- - --
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The iikali were made for the use of native hunting parties. As before stated, tbe average 
weight of a cnred fish is one-ha]f pound; hence the fish converted to this use resulted ill nineteen 
thousand seven hundred and fifty pounds of ukali. 
-The schooner "0. S. Fowler" of thirty-five and forty-five one-hundredths tons, is engaged in 
this fishery and the Kassilov fishery for the Western Fur and Trading Company. Captain Bowen 
informed me that her present value is firn thousand dollars, and that her outlay for .the season of 
1880 was five thousand dollars, which includes the cost of the buildings at Saint Paul, Kodiak, 
used in prepariug the fish for market. The "0. S. Fowler" has three Norwegians, one Russian 
Creole, and one American (the captain) as its force. She brought to Saint Paul one tho!1sai1d 
barrels of salted salmon · and nineteen thousand seven hundred and fift,y pounds of 'ltkali from 
Karluk and Kassilov, during the season of 1880. 
Smith & Hirsch own a fishery which is also at the mouth of Karluk River. Charles Hirsch is 
the superintendent. A~cor<ling to Mr. ~- G. McIntyre, this fishery was established in 1879, 
during which year they put up six hundred barrels of salt salmon which brought about six dollars 
per barrel. This firm has in its service the twenty-nine ton schooner "Calistoga", of which Oliver 
Smith is master. Her present value is ·said to be twenty-five hundred dollars. Besides the 
master she carries four men, one of whom is a Swede and the other three are-Russian Creoles. 
The average share of the crew is twenty to thirty dollars per month. Mr. McIntyre, to whom I 
am indebted for information about the vessel, thinks the "Calistoga" had about five thousand 
do11ars invested in the business in 1880. Smith & Hirsch are represented as having· salted niue 
hundred and thirty-nine barrels of salmon and dried seventeen thousand five hundred pounds of 
ukaU. 
Two seines are used by Smith & Hirsch, and their dimensions are: Length, fifteen and 
twenty-five fathoms; depth, one and one-half and two fathoms; mesh, three and one-half and four 
and one-half inches. The smaller one cost twenty-five dollars and the larger thirty-five dollars. 
A bnil<ling used here for fish-salting purposes cost five hundred dollars. Six eighteen-foot dories 
are in use. Twenty-five men are employed-one Swede, one Irishman, and twenty-three natives. 
The results of the season of 18SO were as follows: 
- Number Estimated 
offish. weight in Barrels. pounds. 
0. nerka . 
.June .. .. ___ _____________ 37,500 375,000 125 
August . ................ 19,950 199,500 399 
September __________ .... 20,750 207, 500 415 
The average weiglit of these red salmon is estimated at ten .pounds. Of the thirty-seven 
thousand five hundred fish caught in June only the bellies were salted, making, one hundred and 
twenty-five barrels. · 
In the beginning of July red salmon became scarce, and after the run of humpbacks (0. 
gorbusoha) set in (July 12), the red salmon ( 0. nerlca,) disappeared altogether. Smith & Hirsch 
stopped fishing until August 14, when the red salmon again made th~ir appearance. 
During July, August, and September, Smith & Hirsch made into 'ldcali thirty-five thousand . 
red and humpback salmon, whose estimated weight fresh was three hundred thousand pounds; 
.the ulcali made from them weighed about seventeen thousand five hundred pounds. 
The fish put up by this firm are consigned to the Alaska Commercial Company, and sold by 
Lynde & Hough, of San Francisco. 
Captain Bowen says that a seine adapted for use at Karluk R~ver should be thirty fathoms 
long, three fathoms deep, of three-inch mesh, with five-foot poles on the wings. He has caught and 
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cured nt Karluk one hundred and seventy-five barrels of red salmon in less than four days with 
t 11 natives at work. The natives do everything but salt the fish; this Captain Bowen does 
llim elf. Ten men could average fifty b?irrels a day easily jf a vessel could lie there every day, 
but Karluk is open to the sea. With proper buildings ashore ten thousand barrels might be i)Ut 
up in a season. At Karluk the salmon are thicker on the flood tide, becoming thicker as the tide 
ri e , but going off at high water. Looking down into the water, i_t woul<l seem that a lead-pencil 
could not be passed down between the densely crowded fish ; a bidarka cannot be patlclled over 
them when the salmon are thick. 
· Red salmon are abundant every year at Karluk. There is perhaps no better place in Alaska 
for the establishment of a great salmon fishery. 
The following are the principal food and bait fishes of Kodiak Parish: 
Pleuronectes stellatus;Pallas. · 
" quadrituberculatus, Pallas. 
Lepiclopsetta bilineata, (Ayres) Gilb. 
Limanda aspe~a, (Pall.) Bean. 
Hippoglossoides elassodon, J or. & Gilb. 
Hippoglossus vulgaris, Flem. 
Atheresthes stomias, Jor. & Gilb. 
Pollachius chalcogrammus, (Pall.) J or. & Gilb. 
Gadus morrhua, Linn. 
Tilesia gracilis, (Tiles.) Swainson. 
Cottus polyacanthocephalus, Pallas. 
Hemilepidotus trachurus, (Pall.) Gunther. 
" J ordanii, Bean. 
Sebastichthys melanops, (.Grd.) Jor. & Gilb. 
" ciliatus, (Tiles.) 
Hexagrammus asper, Steller. 
Hexagrammus ordinatus, Cope. 
1 
" superciliosus, (Pall.) J or. & Gilb. 
" decagrammus, (Pall.) Jor. & Gilb. 
Pleurogrammus monopterygius, (Pall.) Gill. 
Ammodytes personatus, Girard. 
:M:allotus villosus, (Miiller) 9uv. 
Thaleichthys pacificu-s, (Rieb.) Girard. 
Salvelinus malma, (Walb.) Jor. & Gilb. 
Salmo purpuratus, Pallas. 
" G~.irdnerii, Rieb. 
Oncorhynchus chouicha, (Walb.) Jor. & Gilb._· 
'' keta,, (Walb.) Gill & Jor. 
" nerka, (Walb.) Gill & Jor. 
'' kisutcb, (Walb.) Jor. & Gilb. 
" gorbuscha, (Walb.) Gill & J or. 
Clupea mirabilis, Girard. 
The following a~e the names of fishes given to us on the voyage from Alexandrovsk to Saint 
Paul, Kodiak, by a native of the island of Kodiak. The species were all shown to him ex.cept the 
krasnoi riba : 
Gad us morrhua ... _ ...... - _ - - . - . - ... - - __ ..... __ . _ .... Ah-mo-doc. 
Tilesia gracilis .. - ... - .... - - - ... -- - ...... __ .. _ .. _ . _. _ Sah-ke-lakh. 
Muraenoides ornatus. ___ .... _ - - - . - .. __ ... __ .. _ ..... _Poo-lakh. 
Ammodytes personatus .... ~ - ......... _ .. _ .. ___ .. _ .. . Ah-zbing ah-ryeerk. 
Hernilepidotus _ - - - - , - - - .. - . - ....... _. ___ . __ . __ . ___ . __ Kah-log. 
Cot,tus polyacanthocephalus _ .. - .......•..... _. _. _ . _ .. Ki-oo-loong-chook. 
Gastcrosteus cataphractus_ - - - .... ___ ....... _ .. .- .... _E-lach-en-akh. 
Mallotus villosus .. - .. - . . . . . . . . . . . . . ........ _ .... __ . _ She-gakh. 
Salvelinus malma. - - ..... ... __ .. __ ... _ .... __ ........ __ Ahn-chuck. 
Oncorhynchu gorbuscha ..... _ .. ____ .. __ ..... _ ..... -Ah-mah-kee-akh. 
keta_ - - - - . - - . - ...... - - .. - ..... _ ... _. _ .Ah-lay-makh. 
nerka .. __ ... --·· - ····-·· ·- ·----·---Nee-klee-uk. 
:rame of o her objects: 
Littorina ........ ____ . _ ...... _ . _ . __ . ___ . __ .. _ . . . ____ E-book. 
Diomedea brachyura_. _. ___ . _. _. ___ .. ___ .. _ ... _ ..... Kay-may-ryeerk. 
XPL TION.- i onn<.l d a in father, xcept in the econd syllable of Ah-Iav-makh 
d. J ' 11 m t ll fir t tw ·lla 1 f ay-may-rye rk. The names cxpre as nearly a pos il>le the 
oun l · u. Y the natiY in conv ying hi identification of the o dects to me. 
- f= 
., .. \ 
• 
Salmon trap in common use uy the natives on the great rivers of Alaska, especially on the Yukon and Kuskokvim. 
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Settlem,ents on Kodiak and Afognak Islands. 
Creoles. Aleuts.I 
Adults. Children. Adults. Children. 
Male. Female. Male. J Female. Male. F emale. Male. Female. i 
1-----------------------1- ---1----1----1----I----- ------------• 
Saint Paul. .............•.... ··- ...•.... ·-·· ........... . 

























Ilobia....................... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 26 31 14 7 ................ . ...................... . 
Orlova (Eagle Harbor)...... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6 6 ' 4 1 84 83 39 · 55 
Old Harbor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8 7 5 3 81 65 · 28 22 
~::~t::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: :::::: :: I::::::; ::::: :: :: :::;: _j _ __:! _ :: _ _::; 
Total. .................... : . . . • . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 212 r 219 I 124 106 I 475 I 421 230 213 t 
1 Actual count take.n from church registers. 
NOTE.-The totals of Creoles are equal to one hundred aml sixty.five families of four persons each; the totals of Aleuts, to three, 
hundred and thirty.four families of four persons each. 
SALMON PREPARED IlY NATIVES FOR HOME USE. 
I Salmon salted. Salmon spawn. 
Barrels. Barrels. 
One hundred and sixty.five families of Creoles put up .. 990 82 
Three hundred and thirty.four families of Aleuts put up ------------------ 167 
·Total .............. . ........ .. .................... . i 990 249 
Settlements on 0o£Jk's Inlet and Alaska Peninsula. 









i---.A.-d_u_lt_s_. _____ C_h_il_d-re-n-.--1---A-d_u_l_ts-. ----,----C-h_il_d_r_e_n_. --l 
Male. Female. Male. Female. Male. Female. Male. I Female. · 
1---------------------·1---- ---------------- ____ ,._ ___ ,, ___ _ 
Katmai . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • • . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11 13 8 5 64 
Kamishak ..........•....... : .......•......... , .. ........ ····-····· .. : ....... ....•....... .... .... 14 
Nuchek ...•.....•..................... .... ....•................••............................... 40 
Illiamna ....................................................•............... _ ................. . . . 15 
Alexandrovski . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ........ . 20 
Seldowa . ..........•.......................••..................... _ ......... _ ... _ ... ...... .... .. _ 12 
N.Nilchik .......•..................•..•................ 15 12 7 
Kassilov .......•••••.......••.•...........................•...........•.......•.•.........•...... 
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~ALMON PREPARED J3Y NATIVES FOR ROME USE. 
Salmon salted. I Sabnon spawn. 
Barrels. Barrels. 





220,000 Three hundred and ten families of Indians ...... . -. -- -.. ---- -- --· --· - · -· -· 
Total ..................... . ... . ..... .......... .. . ... ~-1~-1--172----255, 50-0 -




Salted. J3one1ess. Smoked. Salted. Spawn. 
Ukali. 
------ - ----------1----1--------------·- - ·--
Boxes.I Barrels. Barrels. Pounds. Batrels. Barrels. Poimds. 
Alaska Commercial Co1npany .............. - . - ... - - - .. -- - .. - ... - .................. - ..... - . - . - - . - .. - - - - ... - . - -- .. - - 150 · - - · - - · · - · - .. - - .. - - - - -
Smith & Hirsch ............. ........ . ... .......................... , . . . . . .. . .. . . . . ... ... . ... ...... 939 17,500 
Western Fur and Trading Company: 
Kassilov fishery. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 345 . . . . . . . . . . . - - - - - - - - · 
Karlukjishery . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 655 19,750 
Saint Paul fishery...... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . · 500 . . . . . . . . . . 250 4, 000 . . . . . . . . . . . . .. ..... . 
Creoles, Kodiak Island ..... .... .. .. , . , .......................... .. ........ . . .. .............. ~ .. · 990 82 126, 750 
Aleuts, ~odiak lslanu . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . .. ... ... .. .... . ... .. ... .. ... . 167 250,500 
Creoles, settlements, Aliaska Peninsula .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 170 17 25,500 
Indians, sett1ements, Aliaska Peninsula.................. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 155 230, 000 
Total.. ................... ... ..... . ·.... . . . . . . . . . . . .. 500 I·.. . . . . . . . 250 . 4, 000 3. 249 421 670, 000 
1 Box.es of thirty pounds each. 
In addition to· the above the Western Fur and. Trading Company have put up experimentally: 
Smoked halibut, pounds ... _ .. .. • ........... . ....... ..... ..... . .. .. ... . 
0 
•••• ••• ••• •••••••• 500 
Codfish tongues, in kits of twenty-five pounds each ...... _ .... .. .• . . ... _ .. .. ...... __ ..... _. 10 
Halibut fins and napes, salted, in kits of twenty-five pounds each .... _ ... _... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10 
Frost fish, salted, in q ua,rter barrels . ... _ ...... ..... ......•.. ...... . _ ..... _ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10 
almon-ti·out, salted, in quarter barrels ...... ... ..... . ... · ............ _..... . . . . . . . . . • • . . . . 30 
Codfish, dried, in one hundred pound boxes ....................... ...........•....... _.. . . . 30 
Herring, salted, in quarter barrels ..... . .................. __ ........... _.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 25 
Ilerriug, salted, in kits of twent:y-:fiye pounds each .... _ ..... ••..... _. 100 
BELKOFFSKY P .A.RISH. 
ince the fi ·he of this division nre practically the same as those of the Shumagins, it 
nnnece sary to furnish a separate 1i t of them. :M:r. Petroff gives the population as six hundred 
and ixty-nine. The division, in fact, includes the settlements on the Shumagin group, and this 
group has es entially the same pecies as Kodiak Parish with the addition of 11richodon stelleri 
and Bathymaster signatiis, the latter being important mainly for bait. Bathyrnaster is called 
"cu k' at Pirate Cove, Shumagins. 
·n lko:ffi ky Pari h contain, the ettlemeuts of Belkoff ky, Nikoln.ieYsky, Protassov, Vosnes-
n ky Unga, and Korovinsky. The wealthie t of all i Belkoffsky, which has an abundance 
of :fl, b, an l take ninet n hundred to two thou and sea-otter annually. Protassov takes :fiye 
b m re ea- tter and ome walru . Unga. takes about ix hundred sea-otter. Vosne ensky 
t n 1 r vin ky al · tak a:£ w , a-otter. The nativ of Korovinsky are occasionally employed 
· 1-fi hi g t ti f the hnma i t Belkoffi ky, a fine almon river falls into tlte 
alm n in all in and th worn n and children tring them ou twig 
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and pieces of cord and dra~ them along just at the edge of the water around the beach to their 
village. The , fish are piled in heaps and then begins the process 0f cutting, splitting, and 
gashing, preparatory to hanging them on the dl'ying-frames. Great heaps of heads and entrails 
lie all around, very attractive to flies and beetles, but rather repnlsive to visitors. At the time of 
our yisit (July 23, 1880), 0. gorbusrha was the species taken. Mr. Frost told me that the gorbusclw 
comes · first, and that it appeared in quantities two weeks prior to our arriYal; the "hoikoh'' 
( o. kctn) was there and the "krasnoi- riba" ( 0. nerka), but neither of these was plentiful; they come 
later. Cod are caught in the harbor. A few cod were hanging up to dry, but salmon were 
ahundaut everywhere. The natives nearly all have comfortable-looking houses, a few of which 
are painted blue, with i·ed roofs. . 
Mr. Devine says that natives from Korovinsky come over to a cove -on Popoff Island, near 
Pirate Cove, to fish for salmon; they generally get good silver salmon ( 0. kisutch 1) there. A 
silver salmon five feet long was brought to Pirate Cove in 1877; from the size, I would suppose 
this to have been 0. cho'nicha. Clams are very abundant and excellent about the Shumagins. 
_One of the finest known baits for cod is common in deep water about the Shumagins; it is th<:, 
",yellow-fish" or striped fish" (Plenrogrammus monopterygiurs), a species which is found in great 
schools and may be taken in the purse-seine like mackerel, which it resembles in size, and, aftm 
salting-, in taste. Cod are passionately fond of this fish, and also of the "whiting" or "silver 
hake" of the region (Pollachius chalcogra11imus). The Shumagin cod fishery, having already been 
treated at length, need not be entered upon here. 
UN.A.L.A.SHKA P .A.RISH. 
This division, with a total population of nearly fourteen hundred, would have a fishing 
population of about two hundred and eighty. It includes the jslands of Att~, Atka, Umnak, 
Unalashka, Spirkin, Akutan, Akun, and Avatanok. In this district wm be observed a difference 
from the single paddle of the eastern shore of the Gulf of Alaska and the Kodiak group, the 
bidarkas here being propelled by double paddles and with quite a change of n:iotion . . The effect 
of the double paddle, which is grasped in the middle, is pretty, but the movement is not so steady 
as that resulting from the use of the single paddle. The bidarka is the universal form of boat for 
coasting and even for sea-going in weather that will allow its use. 
Aleut names of parts of a bidarka, obtained through Mr. King. 
English. Russian. Aleut. 
Gunw_ale·----···········-····--·· Shistee.·-··· ..... . ... Un.mah.ghigh. 
Keel.-·······-·· ................ Keel. .. - .. ·· ·········- Ah.tah·kay. 
Ribs ... - ......... ..... ........ _. Rio bra . . _....... . . . . . . Keel.ghagh. 
Beams.·-·· .................. _ .. Beamsi. ..... _ .. ···-·. Ah.gah-dach. 
Stringer (between batches) ...... ___ ...... ·-- ........... Koo.Jich. 
Hatch ...... ·----· ·--· ... _ ...... Luke .. _ .... --·. ·-··-· Oo.Ioocb. 
Stern. - • . .. ........... ...... _.. Korma ... ... ...... . . . . Tah·sacb. 
Lashings. --__ .. _. _...... . . . . . . . Zaviaski.. ..... . _ .. __ . Eck.thoo-sabk. 
Luvtak· -····-· ···· -· ··--·····-· Luvtak ...... - · -'··· f Lacb.tacb.acl1. 
Chang.iak. 
Nose of prow (in three pieces) .. Nosok·-·-·· ....... . f Kut.koo-mah. 
Koo.goo-show. 
A good three-holed bidarka is worth from thirty dollars to fl.ft lollars. The luvtaks, or skin 
coverings of the wooden frame-work, are made of sea-lion here. 
The fishes of this division are nearly the same as those of Kodiak Parish, with the •xception 
of the species of Scbastichthys, none of which in the National Museum are from Unalashka Parish. 
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.A.11 the Alaskan species of Hexagramrwus, however, are present, the commonest one at Iliuliuk, 
known to the whites as" green-fish" and to the Russians as turpuk, being H. ordinatw, of Cope. 
These fish remind me very much of our cunner and tautog, but they are much better than either, 
being more solid and less bony. Flat-fishes and :flounders are very abundant, and are taken in 
large quantities by the spear in the evening, when they come into the shoal water close to the 
shore, and may be readily seen on the sandy bottom. Halibut and cod abound. The "striped 
fish", "yellow-fish", or "Atka mackerel" exists here in immense numbers, and deserves to 
become aver~ important element in the .Alaskan salt-fish trade. It extends around the whole of 
the Aleutian chain and the Shumagins, congregating in great schools. At .Attu it is known as 
the "kelp-fish," at the Shumagins as the "yellow-fish" or "striped fish," aud from Unalashka to 
Atka as the ''Atka mackerel." The last name is derived from the fact that when salted just as 
mackerel are salted it has the same taste. I have been told that this fish can be taken by the 
purse-seine, its movements being similar to those of the common mackerel. There is no doubt 
that if the "striped fish" was properly introduced into the market it would find a ready sale, for 
it i8 certainly an excellent fish, either salted or fresh. The fish was originally described by Pallas 
as Labrax monopterygius, and is at present known as Pleurogrammus monopterygius, (Pallas) Gill. 
Last year it visited Chernoffsky and Iliuliuk, on Unalashka Island, reappearing at the latter 
place after an absence of a few years. Petroff states that "full barrels of it [have] commanded the 
unwonted price of twenty-four dollars each in San Francisco." l\fr. Robert King, agent of the 
Western Fur and Trading Company for the Unalashka district, writes me as follows concerning 
the species: "Our agent at .Atka says they are there in cons~derable numbers, and wishes me to 
make preparations for taking three hundred barrels, which he thinks may be obtained in one 
season of sa,y two or three months. I believe these fish arc more generally distributed than has 
been heretofore known,·as we saw young ones of the same kind at Ohernoffsky on this IslarnJ., and 
during the last few days there have been thousands of them moving through between the cribs of 
our wharf." . Mr. King's letter was dated at Iliuliuk, August 3, 188~. 
With r·egard .to the price offered for the salted '' striped fish," there seems to be some 
difference of experience. Mr. Hague, general agent of the Western Fur and Trading Company, 
has kindly written me the following concerning them : " The best offer we have had for these 
striped fish is for a quantity to arrive not to exceed forty to fifty barrels at ten dollars per barrel." 
Trout and salmon are among the most important fishes of the region. The red-spotted trout 
an~ all the species of Oncorhynchus are taken in their sea.son. Herring are not always abundant, 
but that they are of unusually good quality our own experience has proven. 
Sea-lions aFe captured at Attn, and in rather large DU]!.1bers, by the .Akun people, who go 
to Oogamak for them and for the numerous hair-seals found there. The skins of the hair-seal 
and ea-lion are used in making bidarkas, which are used by the -sea-otter hunters who visit 
Sanakb. 
Quit a number of yonug fu;.seal are caught by natives off Umnak, as they travel southward 
from Bering Sea. The people of Makushin, too, secure between one thousand and thirteen 
hunclre l of the e animal y arly on their way through Umnak Straits in the fall. The inhabitants 
f Borka capture from tw 1.ve hundred to fourteen hundred young fur- eal in favorable seasons 
a th go through O nalO'a s . 
a- tt r ar t .. k n in mall number by th peopl of Akutan around the small i lands near 
n the outh n of nimak. The village of Borka secure a few sea-otter in it 
f it o le al. o unite with the ""Gnala hkn. bunter wbo vi it Sanakb. The 
mnak trait and .Il(l r pre ntativ . to Sanakh with the 
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Iliuliuk parties. Kosbigin gets a few of these animals yearly in the same places as those visited 
by Cherno:ffsky natives. The people of Makushin and Iliuliuk join forces in quest of sea-otte~ at 
Sana.kb, where they are taken, and whence they are brought back annually by vessels engaged in 
the trade. The people on the southwest coast of Umnak Island secure about one hundred,and fifty 
sea-otter yearly. Atka is largely engaged also in this chase and successfully. Trading vessels 
carry its bunters to the haunts of the otter, where they remain during the season, and at the end 
of their work they are returned to their homes. Mr. Petroff, from whom I have copied my 
information about the otter, fur-seal, and sea-lion, gives the catch of sea-otter in Unalash~a 
district, from the Shumagin Islands to Attn, as forty-eight hundred and fifty for the season of 
1879. 
In "Notes on the Islands of the- Unalashka Region" (translation from the Russian title), lJy 
I van V eniamino:ff, Vol. II, pages 402 to 408, will be found an account of the :fishes which Mr. 
Marcus Baker, of the United States Coast and G~odetic Survey, has had the kindness to translate 
for me. What the bishop says about the methods of :fishing is here quoted: "The method of 
taking the migratory :fish by the Aleuts was formerly exceedingly crude and unprofitable. They 
built <lams in the rivers, piling large stones on a kind of float where the circumstances admitted of 
it, wbich served as a barrier to the :fish going up the rivers. Standing upon this they :fished with 
small spears pointed with iron (and formerly with bone) and barbed, thrown into the water more 
by chance than by choice, and when by good luck a :fish was struck it was dragged ashore by 
a line attached to the spear. They now (1840) make use of small nets ; but at -the principal 
settlements the company has large seines, with which more fish are taken at the time when they 
first begin to approach the shores or enter the bays." 
At the present time . short seines and the ordinary :fishing gear of the United States are 
generally employed in the :fisherie~. Ukali forms a very important part of the trader's stock at 
Iliuliuk. 
BRISTOL B.A.Y DIVISION. 
Iu this division there is a total population of forty-three hundred and forty. This may 
be called the great lake region of Alaska, the lakes emptying through rivers into Bristol 
Ba,y. Iliamna, the largest lake, is upwards of ninety miles long, and varies between :fifteen and 
thirty miles in width. Nushegak, the largest river, wide and dew, with rapid current and turbid 
waters, rushes down from Nushegak Lake to the bay, and asserts its presence far out over bars 
and fiats. Besides the Nushegak there are seven other rivers in the division. 
At Nushegak, Mr. Petroff says, the Unalashka style of bidarka is left behind, and is replaced 
by the one-holed "kyak," a ,skin canoe similar to the bidarka and similarly propelled. The ·spear 
is much nsecl in fishing and in the capture of seal. The lance is in great demand for sealing, too. 
The coast population have opportunities to take walrus, seals, beluga, and an occasional 
stranded whale. The settlement of Igagik, according to Petroff, devotes its time principally to 
the walrus bunt. At Kulluk, again, is a small population, devoted largely to the chase of walrns 
and seal; here ~he banded seal (Histrioplwca fasciata) is found along with others. It is claimed 
that a fresh-water seal inhabits Iliamna Lake, but the statement needs to be collfirmed by the 
possessio~ of a specimen. 
The principal fish of the region are flat-fish, :flounders, halilmt, cod, pollock, "wachna," 
sculpins, two or more species of '' green-fish" (Hexagrarnrnus), launce, capelin, trout, whitefish~ 
salmon, and herring. In order to form some idea of the abundance of salmon one should read 
Petroff's description of the Igushek River and of the Togiak as we1l.1 The whole region is 
1 Preliminary Report on Census of Alaska, 1881, p. 48. 
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abnml,rntly supplied with choice fish, while the sea-coast is inhabited by the larger marine 
animal already mentioned. I have been told that Iliamna Lak.e is well stocked with the best of 
fish. 
The following are s~me of the food-fishes of Bristol Bay division: 
Pleuronectes stellatus. .Ammodytes personatns. 


















Besides these there are some species of Ooregon1,is which have not come into the United States 
National Museum and have not been recorded by any writer, so fa! as I know. 
PRIBILOFF ISLANDS. 
This group is so thoroughly absorbed in the important business of taking fur-seal that tllc 
trifling occupation of fishing is, for the most part, left to the small boys, and their princi~al catch 
is the skulking, rock-loving sculpin, known to the Aleuts as kah-log. They have smooth-skinned 
sculpins and scaled sculpins, repre$enting the genera Oottus and Melletes, but all are kah-log. 
Large halibut, too large to be devoured by the roaring "lion 7' and the beJlowing "hear," which 
exterminate all the unwary ~mall fry, are the only important fish that can be readily taken near 
the shores. The bidarra is the fishing-boat, and the fishing implements are all from the United 
States. 
Sea-lion are taken iu large numbers, and are very important for the covering of bidarra,s. 
SAINT MATHEW AND SAINT LAWRENCE ISLANDS, 
Saint Mathew is a great resort for walrus, and it was once supposed that fur-seal might be 
taken there in large numbers. 
Saint Lawrence Isfond derives a precarious subsistence from the walrus and seal that visit its 
bores, and, according to Captain Hooper, are present all the year. Whales also supply a large 
part of the food of its people. The walrus and the seal furnish them not only with food, hut also 
with hon e , fuel, boats, and clothing. Their catch of whalebone and walrus ivory is disposed of 
to traders for rum, rifles, and ammunition. This island marks nearly the northern limit · of the 
odfi h, which i occasionally taken there. 
KUSKOQUIM DIVISION. 
e have here a populati n of thirty- ix hundred and fifty-four, which is augmented 
dnrinr, the almon fl bing to six or even thou and, according to Mr. Petroff, from whose report I 
take the bulk f th im rmation oncerning the fl he of the Kn koquim River. In the absence 
f ollection , w k ow nothing d finite a o t th p cie of fl h, but it i reasonable to uppose 
th, t th y n t iffer f the ukon, from which we have many pecie , as will 
n fr m th 1i a unt f ba divi i n. almon, trout, and whitefish are 
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the principal and prevailing forms, and the fact that the people of the region not only consume 
vast quantities themselves, but also divide their supplies w-ith about two t,housand natives from 
the lower delta of the Yukon, is a sufficient voucher for the wonderful abundance of fish. 
The run of salmon up this stream is very great, and is long continued, the season opening 
in June and not closing until the end of August. The density of the . population, as so 
remarkably portrayed in our list of the settlements at the mouth and in the immediate country 
adjoining, is such that in t.beir active and energetic fishing for their own consumption they seem 
to absorb the greater part of this salmon run;_ at least the natives at the source of the river 
complain very often of the scarcity of salmon. Not only the people of the Kuskoquim proper fish 
here, but even those of the lower delta of the Great Yukon. Two thousand of, them come over 
here to fish, making a sum total of six or seven thousand fish-eaters, consuming and wasting a 
quantity of salmon that should feed at least six or eight times their number were the fish canned 
or salted, instead of being used in their wasteful processes.1 
'---/' 
YUKON DIVISION. 
I shall combine here the two sections of l\Ir. Petroff, put down as Yukon delta and Uphoon 
mouth to Anvik, with a population of thirty-three hundred and fifty-one. 
According to Petroff, hair-seals (two species) ascend tbe Yukon as far as three hundred to 
four hundred miles. White whales or beluga are abundant in the mouths of the river, where they 
pursue the salmon. 
The number of species of marine fishes is comparatively small, while there are a goodly 
number of river fishes, particularly salmon and whitefish. There is generally no trouble in 
getting all the salmon required by the natives for bounteous subsistence, but Mr. Petroff mentions 
a contingency that arose last summer by which a fish famine was caused at the mouth of the 
Yukon. At the breaking up of the ice in the spring, it came do~n in such masses that it. 
grounded in the delta in the month of July and prevented the ascent of the salmon. Natives had 
to seek food northward along the shore of Norton Sound and down on the Kuskoquim. To the 
people of the Lower Yukon the absence of fish means starvation, unless a supply can be obtained 
from other sources. The run of salmon in the Yukon is short, not much exceeding two months 
in all. Mr. Dall has published a memorandum of the trap-fishing at Nulato, on the Yukon, based 
upon bis observations extending over several seasons, and this will give a good idea of the species 
taken and their relative abundance at different seasons. 
N0VEMBER.-The fish-traps are set for winter. A week or two usually elapses before the. ' 
trap takes any fish. The natives say that it is necessary for the resin to be washed out of the 
wood of which the basket and funnel are made before the fish will approach the trap. The first 
fish taken are the_losh (Lota. maculosa), which usually come in great numbers. 
DECEMBER.-Suckers and losh predominate. A few whitefish and a straggling salmon are 
occasionally taken. 
J.ANU.ARY.-Much the same; but the whitefish begin to be more plentiful. 
FEBRU.ARY.-Losh scarce. The traps are filled with the different species of whitefish. 
MARCH.-Much the same; but suckers.begin to enter the traps. 
APRIL.-Graylings and suckers very plenty; whitefish more scar~e; a few losh taken. 
l\'.I.AY.-A few poor whitefish and small losh are taken, but the bulk of the catch is composed'. 
of gray lings. Ice carries away the traps. As soon as the river is clear ne\v traps and gill-nets. 
are set. 
1 Petroff, Preliminary Report on Cernms of Alaska, 1881, p. 52. 
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JUNE.-King salmon appear toward the middle of the month. 
JULY.-" Hoikoh" (0. keta), "r_edfish" (0. rierka), "dogfish" (0. gorbuscha,), and a few 
wtitefisll. 
AUGUST.-Keezich. a d straggling salmon of the other species. Whitefish, especiaJly the 
L1iciotriitta and 1n-u7Gsiin, are more abundant. 
SEPTEMBER.-Salmon tront and whitefish are in their best condition and most abundant. 
OcTOBER.-Much the same; but toward the twentieth of the month ice begins to form and 
puts a, stop to fishing until it is firm enough to allow of the setting of the winter traps, which 
<loes not usually occur until early in tbe following month.1 
The method of making and setting the Yukon fish-traps is so well explained by Mr. Dall in 
tbe paper already quoted, that I shall simply state that the trap is essentially a double fyke-net 
with the fence placed at right angles with the bank of the river, catching fish either ascending 
or descending the stream. Gill nets and seines are used in summer. The Tinneh tribes formerly 
made their seines out of the inner bark of willow and alder. The Innuit made theirs of fine 
seal-skin strips. In localities where the river is small and narrow, the natives make what 
corresponds.in effect with the v-shaped fish-trap of the Susquehanna and other Eastern rivers-
hug·e bundles of "illow brush are tied together and placed side by side so as to block the passage 
of fish completely, except at the ljttle opening where the basket is placed. Birch canoes are used 
in riYer fislling- on the Yukon. 
We have little information about the running of the Yukon salmon beyond that obtained by 
Mr. Dall from the natives at Fort Derabin, Nulato, which follows: 
"King salmon: Arrive at Nulato 'when the trees have got into full leaf,' about the 20th of 
June, and continue to run about three weeks. The last that come up are poor and lean. Hoikoh: 
The first arrive about the 10th of .July, just as the king salmon are about gone, and they last 
about three weeks. Stragglers are oc~asionally caught as late as January. Red.fish: This arrives 
about a week or ten days after the first hoikoh, and continues with the latter until about the end 
of August. A few straggling dogfish are occasionally caught with it, but the majority of this 
species do not ascend the river as high as Nulato. Keezich: This is the last of the salmon to 
ascend the river, and is obtained until the cold weather sets in and puts a stop to the summer 
fishing." 
The same habit of running in twos or threes instead of in schools is reported of the '' king 
salmon'' in the Yukon, as well as in the rivers of Cook's Inlet. Capt. E. P. Herendeen told me 
that he has always notice<l it, and he thinks tbe salmon follow the shore to escape the beluga. 
The superiority of the king salmon of the Yukon has long been well known; persons who are 
able to secure a supply of the salted bellies from that source consider themselves very fortunate. 
The species seems to improve in flavor regularly to the northern limit of its distribution, although 
it i highly prized even on the Columbia. 
The following is a list of the principal fi. bes of the Yukon division: ' 
Flat-fl. h ........ ........ . ......... Pleuronectes stellatus. (Marine.) 
" glaciali . (Marine.) 
Lim and a aspera. (Marine.) 
H libut .......................... Hippoglo us vulgaris. (Marine.) 
Polar cod ..... ... ............... ... Bore gadus saida. (Marine.) 
achna .......................... Tile i, gracili . ( farine.) 
1 R port of Commi i ner of Agricultur for 1870 (1871), p. 392. 
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Burbot or Josh ....... e •••••• ••••• • Lota macu]osa. (Fr~sh water.) 
Ly codes Turnerii. (Marine.) 
Sculpin .......... _ ....•........... Cottus polyacanthocephalus. (Marine.) 
.,. ' ' t::,eniopterus. (~fa!'ine.) 
" humilis. (Marine.) 
Hexagrammus asper. (Marine.) 
Launce ............................ Ammodytes am(;ricanus. (Marine.) 
Pike ............................. Esox.lucius. (Fresh water.) 
Smelt ............................. Osmerus dentex. (Marine.) 
. Capelin .......................•.... Mallotus villosus. (Marine.) 
Smelt ............... _ ............. Hypomesus olidus. (Fresh water.) 
Whitefish ......................... Coregonus Artedi. (Fresh water.) 
" Laurett::,e. (Fresh water.) 
" Me:rkii, subsp. (Fresh water.) 
" clupeiformis. (Fresh water.) 
" Kennicottii. (Fresh water.) 
'' q uadrilatera.lis. (Fresh water.) 
Grayling ......................... Thyma11us signifer. (Fresh water.) 
Trout .................... . ....... Salvelinus malma. (Fresh water.) 
Salmon ..... · .....•................. Oncorhynchus chouicha. (Fresh water.) 
" keta. (Fresh water.) 
" nerka. _ (Fresh water.) 
'' kisutch. (Fresh water.) 
" gorbuscha. (Fresh water.) 
Herring .......................... Clupea mirabilis. (Marine.) 
Sucker ...................•....... Catostomus longirostris. (Fresh water.) 
Lamprey ......................... .A.mmocretes aureus. (Fresh water.) 
According to Mr. L. M. Turner, the lamprey is very abundant at Anvik and is used for food. 
Although the Ingaliks, or the people of the great interior, are omitted here, they have an 
abundance of salmon and whitefish in the Upper Yukon and the T~nanah. 
NORTON SOUND DIVISION. 
In tl.J.e region embracing the coast of the Sound from Saint Michael's upward and as far as 
Sledge Island, Mr. Petroff reports six hundred and thirty-three inhabitants. The fishes, of 
course, are about the same as those mentioned in the Y nkon di vision and need not be repeated. 
There is one very important fishery, the tom-cod or wachna fishery, which is characteristic of the 
region, and should ue described in detail. This has already been done by Mr. Dall in the 
following terms : 
. "This fish much resembles the common tom-cod of the E.astern States, . . • but, while the 
latter is of most insignificant importance from its scarcity and poor quality, the former species · 
occupies a very importa~t place in the domestic economy of both natives and Russians on both 
shores of Bering Sea. It is apparently a permanent inhabitant of these coasts, but is most 
abundant in the fall of the year, when. the ice beginsto form in the rivers and along the shores. 
The Wafrkhni fishery commences about the middle of October. At first it is caught from boats 
anchored close inshore, but later the natives cut holes in the new ice, set up two or three stakes, 
with a mat hung ·upon them to keep off the wind, and sit there all clay, hauling them in a~ fast as 
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the line is uroi pe<l into the water. The l.took is made of white walrus ivory, furnished -with a 
harp pin et in. obliquely, but wit~out a barb. The whiteness of the ivory, which is kept 
con tantly in motion, attracts the fish, but no bait whatever is used. In November, when the ice 
become yery thick, and the cold increases, the fish retire to deeper water, and the :fishing is over 
until the following spring. In the s_ummer the natirns are occupied with t.he salmon :fishery and 
pay no attention to these small fish. They are preserved by removing the intestines, and drying 
in large bunches strung on seal-line, or by throwing them as they are into long cylindrical baskets. 
made of twisted grass, and keeping them entire in a, frozen state. . . . They are among the 
most palatable of the many fish found in these seas, and the number preserved is so great as to 
be almost incalculable. They serve the natives for food either boiled or in the frozen state. They 
al o form an important article of dog-feed in the northern portions of Alaska, near the coast. 
They are well suited, from their abundance and firm flesh, to be used as bait in the cod-:fishery."1 
The wachna extends southward into Cook's Inlet:, where I have seen individuals a foot in 
length; their average length so far as obsernd by me is about ten inches and their weight a half 
pound or less. The form is much like that of the tom-cod, but by pressing on the sides of the 
body a little behind the breast fins a series of small knobs will be felt on the ends of the lateral 
processes of the backbone; these are caused by white, spoon-shaped, :flexible caps that fit on the 
processes and help to form a sort of roof over the abdominal cavity; the presence of these 
appendages makes it necessary to use another name than Gadus for the genus, and as Swainson 
has proposed to call it Tilesia., though on trivial grounds, his name may be used. It is usual to 
see traveling parties of Innuits in summer supplied with strings of wachna with the intestines 
partly removed and a very gamy flavor substituted. The hook of walrus ivory is still used, and 
farther north it is attached to a line of whalebone splints. 
The herring run in Norton Sound is of very short duration, the :fishery lasting only a fortnight, 
but the schools are enormously large. Seines are used in taking them. The fish are kept until 
they become half putrid, and are then considered at their best. 
Parties traveling in summer by sea in this region are usually well supplied with a small 
flat-fish (Pleuronectes glacialis), which bas a close resemblance to the "fool-fish" or '' Christmas 
:fi ·h" of Massachusetts Bay and the Maine coast, togetller with wachnm and smelt. 
The sea boat in common use is the bidarra or baidar (oomiaJc of the Innuit), a :flat-bottomed, 
walru -skin covering stretched over a wooden frame-work and securely lashed with whalebone 
and eal-skin strips or sinew. OccasionaUy an oar is used, the wooden rowlock being lashed 
to a rib with thongs, but short paddles are-more general. A small square sail is always used 
when the wind is favorable, and when not forced to embark against wind and tide the native 
mulates bis civilized brother, and waits. The bidarra serves not only as a mode of conveyance 
l>y day, but al o as a helter for the 11ight. As this boat is so largely used throughout Northern 
la ka it will be of interest to quote portions of Captain Hooper's remarks on the subject: 
'' n rdinary oomiak contains, in addition to the stock-in-trade of oil, skins, etc., a tent of 
-· drilling or deer- kin, gun , traps, spears, bows and arrows, a lcyaclc, a seal-skin poke filled with 
water, a quantity of dried meat, a sled, everal pair of snow-shoes, a fish-net, and several smaller 
n ·t :f r catching bird , a large drum on a pole for the use of the 'shaman,' and several seal-skin 
bag ntai ing kin lothing. The personnel con i ts of three or four men, about as many 
n ancl tw r thre hildr n. Add to th e two or three dog , each with a litter of puppies, 
m i 1 a ma £ rm d f wba a traveling o miak contains. The working dogs are often 
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left on the beach to follow on -foot, which they do, keeping up a continued and most dismal howl. 
If the wind comes in ahead, and the natives desire, for any reason, to continue their journey, they 
p_addle in near _the shore, harness their dogs, and attach them to the oomiak, after the manner 
of a c~nal-boat and horses, settle themselves in the boat, and saying 'nakourucJ{' (good!), go 
on their way at the rate of four or :five miles an hour with no other effort than steering with the 
paddle.m 
Fish books and lines also form an important part of tbe oomiak out.fit, since fish, especially 
in summer, are so largely depended upon for food. 
Seal, walrl!._s, and whale, as well as beluga, are important o~jects of the cbflse in this division, 
but as the methods pmsued are the same as we find farther north we will refer to this subject 
again. 
KING'S ISLAND TO POIN1.' BARROW. 
For this extent of territory l\fr. Petroff gives a total population of twenty-nine bt~ndred and 
ninety. For convenience of treatment I shall subdivide the region into several smaller · parts, 
taking up Port Clarence, Kotzebue Sound, and Arctic Alaska north of Kotzebue Sound, separately. 
1. PORT CLARENCE AND VICINITY.-'\Ve must include here King's Island, one of the most 
remarkable human habitations in any country, with a reputed population of one hundred souls -
on its inhospitable cliffs. The shores are all bold, and the contour is jagged and broken. Here, in 
summer-houses of walrus skins, and winter burrows in the face of the cliffs, live a class.of seal 
and walrus hunters who are said to be the bravest sailors in Alaska. I have heard it stated that 
men are sometimes lifted up in their kyacks by their comrades and thrown from the cliffs clear 
of the surf, which must roll almost incessantly around those ragged rocks. Clad in a water-proof 
kamlayka, or shirt made of the intestines of walrus~ the hardy islander is thrown out to battle 
with the waves that would surely ingulf a less. skillful sailor. Captain Hooper says that the 
kyack of these people is covered with walrus hide. The bidarras have the same kind of covering, 
and while at sea, transporting trading goods, etc., a cover protects the cargo from breaking 
waves. The flesh of seal and walrus forms the principal food of these natives, but in summer 
a part of them may be found at Port Clarence and on the east side of the bay of which this 
harbor forms a portion, engaged in trading and fishing. 
The skins of walrus and ·hair-seal are converted by these men into "luvtak" which form 
boat-covers; these are carried off to the mainland for trade. The throat of .the seal is made up 
by the King's Island natives into water-proof boots, which are in great demand for the use of 
whalers, and their seal skin boots are largely disposed of to the same parties. The Cape Prince 
of Wales me~ are fishermen and whalers. 
In the shallow, fresh-water lagoons, so plentiful on the spit protecting the western side of 
Port Clarence, there are great quantities of sticklebacks. The King's Island people, who were 
here at the time of our vii3it, brought to us whitefish ( Ooregonus.Laurettm), smelt ( Osmerits dentex), 
herring ( Olupea mirabilis), and "wachna" ( Tilesia gracilis). They were well provided with oil in 
· seal-skin bags, :fisbJng-lines, hooks, and sinkers. The sinkers were made of soft stone resembling 
slate, often of two colors, one ligbt and the other dark, abruptly divided. A hole was drilled at 
each end and a shallow groove was made to receive the line. The ~oles were drilled by means 
of a piece of steel or iron rotated by an ivory or bone drill-bow supplied with a ~\tring of sinew. 
The commonest form of line was J?ade of narrow strips of whalebone neatly fastened together. 
The hook is often an ivory or bone imitation of a :fish, and sometimes two, sometimes four, are 
1 Report of Cruise of Cor win, November 1, 1880 (1881), p. 2tl. 
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fa tened to one shank. Occasionally pieces of white and bluish stones are made the basis of 
upport for the hooks, and great taste is shown in their arrangement. As an additional lure, we 
aw W"hat was supposed to be the corneous appendage of the angle of the mouth of mormons, 
which, wben dry, resembles in shape and color an imperfect salmon egg. The rod was not over 
two and one-half feet long, and the line of about ten or twelve feet was neatly folded around the 
end of the rod, which '\\ere crotched to receive it. Over the jig-like hook was pulled a sheath of 
eal-skin as a protection against accidents. 
From the settlement at Port Clarence we obtained some dressed skins of the red-spotted 
trout (Salvelinus malrna), which are used for making quite ornamental water-proof vests. Small 
eines are used. 
The following are some of the edible fishes of Port Clarence: 






















2. KOTZEBUE SouND.-In this body of water, especially in Eschscholtz Bay, the beluga or 
white whale is extensively taken. In the vicinity of Elephant Point we-found numerous skulls 
of this animal lying on the beach, not far from the mouth of Buckland River. 
"There are no natives living on l!Jschscholtz Bay, but a number are located on the Buckland 
Rirer, and come down t-0 the bay during the summer months to kill white whales (Beluga catodon), 
catch salmon, and gather berries, which they 'cache' until the snow comes, when they are taken 
to the settlement on sledges. Like all Indians, these are very superstitious. While hunting the 
white whale they are not allowed to chop wood, dig in the earth, sew, tan skins, and many other 
things, for fear the spirit that controls the movements of the white whales wiil take offense and 
not permit them to return the next season. When the whaling is completed they collect the 
bones and burn them; those who can afford it burn the clothes worn while whaling, the poorer 
natives paying tribute to the 'god of the white whale,' by cutting off and burning a small 
piece of some garment." 
"The' kyack' used by the natives on Kotzebue Sound, and, in fact, along the entire coast to 
Point Barrow, is a marvel of i::peed an<l beauty. It is very narrow and light, and great skill is 
requir cl in its management. In these fleet boat the natives easily drive the white whale, a verJ 
timid animal, into hallow water, where it i di patched with strong, flint-headed spears." 1 
The pear-point u ed here for the apture of beluga i usually made of a brown or black stone 
which i Y ry bard; thi i fa t ned t aw od n handle, about four feet in length, by strips of 
wbal n . Th beluga ar hunt d in kyacks; a dozen or more natives take up a position near 
th ntr nc f om bay wh re th y an ee th m as th y come in with the tide. As soon a 
tli Y h. Y pa·· d th natfr . pa 11 ut b llind them, and, by bouting and beating the wat r, 
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n.rive them into shoal water, where they are easily dispatched with flint spears. According to 
their tradition, to kill the beluga with any other . weapon would entail endless misfortune upon 
the guilty party.1 We might suppose that the beluga spear would be held in high esteem by the 
Innuit, but, on the contrary, it is freely bartered for a trifle of tobacco or a few percussion-caps. 
In this portion of Alaska the capture of hair-seals is one of the most important 11afrrn 
occupations. The seal is patiently watched for until it appears at its breathing-hole, when it is 
shot with a rifle. A very ingenious decoy used by these natives is a short piece of wood on which 
are fastened seal-claws, which are intended to inake a scratching sound like that of the seal. 
Captain Hooper thus describes the movements of the seal hunter : 
"The hunter approaches cautiously, by crawling over the ice, his body nearly prostrate, 
raised slightly on one elbow. He bas a piece of bear-skin, about two feet long and a foot wide, 
which he attaches fo his leg , on the side upon which he rests; this enables him to slide more 
easily over the ice. The elbow rests upon a ring of grass." 
As already mentioned, seal oil is carried in seaLskin pouches or bags, and the natives 
sometimes partly fill the bag with water and partly with oil when making preparations for 
trading. 
The gill-nets used by the Arctic Alaskan natives for the capture of seal did not come under 
my observation, but those used in Plover Bay, which are similar to the .. AJaskan, are made of 
strong seal-skin line. They are about thirty to forty feet long and six deep; the bottom is 
furnished with stone sinkers at short intervals, and the top has a series of floats made of -stuffed 
seal flippers; they are set off from the beach and sunk to the bottom, standing up for the seal to 
run into as they S'Yim along shore in search of food. ~eal-skin lines are attached to the net and 
held by heavy Rtoiies on the beach; with these the net is hauled in when a seal has been secured . 
.A small stone placed on the slack of some of the hauling lines and readily displaced b,y the 
struggle of a captive shows when to take up the net. Captain Hooper says the .Alaskan gill-net 
is set from the shore by means of a pole sixty to eightJ' feet long, made by joining a number of 
short poles together ; with this the net is pushed out to its desired position and then the pol'e is 
withdrawn. The seal-skin lines are cut from a skin by passing round and round continuously. 
The line is then stretched between whalebone posts or large rocks, and the whole net after it is 
finished is folded into a narrow, long bundle, and carefully stretched between similar supports . 
.A glance at the ma.p will show this region to be supplied with a few rivers, the Selawik and 
Finland be~ng the Jargest. Selawik ·River communicates, through a lake of the same name, with 
Botham Inlet, near the mouth of which the Finland empties also. Buckland Rh·er, a small but 
important salmon stream, flows into Eschscholtz Bay. These streams are well supplied with 
salmon and whitefish. Petroff says that" the streams or small rivers which empty into Kotzebue 
Sound mark the extreme northern limit of the run of salmon in America," 2 but in this he was, 
perhaps, misled by Seemann. We took the young of the red-spotted trout at Cape Lisburne in 
the summer of 1880, and at least one species of Oncorhynchus is known from as far north as 
Colville River. 
The species of fish observed by us in the possession of natives in Kotzebue Sound were fresh 
flat-fish (Pleuroneotes glacialis) and smelt ( Osmerus dentex) and a species of dried salmon. Dried 
smelt were obtained also. Most of the species recorded from the region were taken in our seine. 
While in Eschscholtz Bay, natives from Cape Espenberg were there for the purpose of fishing 
and trading. They were well supplied with small objects made of walrus ivory, and many of 
1 HOOPER: Op. cit., p. 59. 
2 Preliminary Report on Census of Alaska, 1881, p. 59. 
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tlle e were curiously carve<l. to represent seal, walrus, bear, whale, and ev,en the singular large 
i opod cru tacean so common on all the Arcti_c beaches. The articles were usnaily intended for 
belt-toggles, powder-charges, swivels, lance-heads, and other useful implements, but some were 
representation of the human :figure or other merely ornamental subject. _ Quantities of seal-skin 
line were freely traded for a mere trifle. The lance-heads usually consisted of a base of ivory or 
bone an<l an iron point. 
Seemann says that herring and whiting are very abundant in Hotham Inlet. The whiting of 
Seemann is supposed to be Pollachiits chalcogramrnus, but there is some doubt about the occurrence 
of this species so far north, since none of the collectors at Saint Michael's have sent it down from 
their still more southern latitude. The mullet of Seemann must be a large species of whitefish 
( Ooregonus). The mode of fishing in these waters is thus described by Captain Hooper: 
,, Salmou and other smaU :fish are taken in nets, either by a seine in the ordinary way, or by 
means of a gill-net, which is set from the shore in a very ingenious manner. This net of seal 
thongs is from thirty to forty feet in length and about :five feet wide; floats of light wood are 
attached to one side, with pieces of stone for sinkers on the other ~ide, and to the outer end_ is 
secured a stone somewhat larger than the rest, serving as an anchor; a number of short poles, 
about three inches in diameter, are lashed together to a length of sixty or eighty feet, and the 
end secured to the stone anchor by means of a loop, which a,U~ws the whole pole to be withdrawn 
after the net is set. This pole is used for pushing . the net from shore into the desired depth of 
water; when let go the net naturally assumes a perpendicular position. The outer end is held in 
place by the stone anchor, while the inner end is fastened to a line of seal-thong leading to-the 
shore, with which the net is drawn in.m 
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3. ARCTIC ALASKA NORTH OF KOTZEBUE SOUND .-From Kotzebue Sound northward the 
Eskimo are engaged pr~ncipally in the capture of seal, walrus, and whale. Many of them go with 
whaling ,e el , and all who are able to do so unite with a will in taking whales during the 
ab enc of the fleet a well. In the spring of 1880, the Point Hope men sold the bone from five 
whal which they killed after the ves el 1 ft in 1879. Natives all along the coast from Kotzebue 
un l up ar upplied with whaling gear such a, the whites u e, and in their trustworthy oomiaks 
h Y how reat kill and ourage in thi cha . Whalebone is brought out to every vessel that 
m -' in ight anywllcre in tbe retie. The a on of 1880 wa a remarkable one for all concerned 
in th fi h wer fairly gorged with black kin aud blubber, while every sail carried 
ne and ivory. On the 20th of Augu t, 1880, the settlement of Point 
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Hope showed no signs of life, the natives being off :fishing, hunting, and perhaps trading, There 
were i)lenty of drying-frames, and at various points along the low shore were large conical piles 
of drift-wood. 
The spear-points _observed at Cape Lisburne were made of copper or iron in a bone socket. 
Sometimes chert or some other hard stone replaces the metal. .At Icy Cape a great number of 
· chert fla~es were found at an old Eskimo encampment, where the spear-maker had been at work. 
The pole to which the head is attached is usually nearly si~ feet long, the shank forming a socket 
fitting on a pivot on the pole and firmly lashed on. To the pole is fastened, by seal-skin thongs, 
an inflated seal-stomach. The natives throw these lances into a whale and the buoys prevent his 
sinking very far; each tin::..e when he comes up to breathe more and more lances are thrust into 
him, until finally the death stroke is given. The flesh and blubber are common property; the 
whalebone belongs to the captors of the animal. The jaw-bone is used for various purposes; cut 
into strips of suitable thickness, it is employed for shoeing sled-runners; the ribs and parts of 
the jaws are frequently planted in the ground in a circle for the frame-work of winter dwellings; 
blubber-holes are secured by a covering of similar bones; ribs also are su~k upright into the 
ground to serve as posts for stretching lines and for supports of various kinds. It is hard to tell 
whether the Eskimo prefer whale meat fresh or tainted; they eat it very freely and with apparent 
relish when it becomes simply revolting to our taste. The crisp, hard cracklings left by the 
whalers after trying out the oil are eagerly sought for by traveling parties. 
The walrus and the seal are of more importance to the Eskimo t_han the whale, both of them 
being more readily obtained and supplying a greater number of wants.- The flesh of the whale of 
course serves as food, the oil as food alld fuel, the bone for house-frames and certain utensils, the 
baleen as an article of trade; but whales are hard to capture and are not to be depended upon, . 
while walrus and seal,_judging from the numerous remains of these animals found wherever we 
landed on the Arctic shores, and from the m~mberless appliances for which they serve, are the 
great essentials, not only to the comfort, but to the very existence of the natives. To use the 
language of Captain Hoo~er: "The seal may be called the mainstay of ·the lnnuit of Arctic 
Alaska. The flesh and oil form his chief articles of subsistence; the skin furnishes him clothing, 
tents, and boats; cut into thongs, it is used to make nets for catching fish and birds. The oil is 
also bilrned in lamps (nanri-ue), which light nnd warm the tupecks during the long, dark winter 
nights." 1 
Iu the vicinity of Icy Cape we saw great quantities of broken skulls of walrus aI).d seal and 
of polar bear. Heaps of burned bones were quite frequent; the natives burn the bones · to 
appease the spirit dwelling in the animal, fearing a failure in their future bunting if this mark of 
respect be withheld. 
Walrus ivory has many uses besides that of a basis of trade; whole tusks of the proper shape 
are formed into handsome and very effective ice-picks; snow-knives, resembling somewhat in 
shape the throw-sticks of some Indians, are made of this ivory; numberless implements of small 
size but great usefulness are manufactured from the same material. 
The number of species of edible Arctic fishes is small, and there is no question that fish-
food is much less important to those Innuit than the flesh of seals and walrus, but it is consumed 
in considerable quantities and forms a very agreeable variation from the ordinary diet. Two species 
of flat.fish are known to be abundant, and the small polar cod is superlatively so. Two sculpins 
named in the appended list (species of Oottus) reach a large size and they are very common. .All 
1 Report of Cruise of Corwin, 1881, pp. 58, 59. 
112 FISHING.GROUNDS OF NORTH Al\1ERIOA. 
the lagoons observed by me were well filled with sticklebacks and young sculpins. Lant an'd 
capelin abound. Smelt and grayling are reported as far around as Colville River by Capt. E. E. 
Smith, ice· pilot of the Corwin in 1880. A species of whitefish ( Ooregon1ls Laurettre) "\\as obtained 
iu abundance by Captain Hooper from natives at Point Barrow. We took the red.spotted trout 
in our eine, and Captain Smith reports it from Colville River, where he also secured herring 
and humpback salmon ( Oncorhynchus gorbuscha,). Seemann has declared that salmon are not 
fouml in Alaska north of Kotzebue Sound. This is an error; we found remains of a species of 
Oncorhynchus, which I believe to be gorbuscha, at Icy Cape, and Captain Sm.ith, referred to aboYe, 
salted in 1875 two b~rrels of humpback salmon which he bonght at the mouth of Col-ville River. 
Concerning the whitefish of Point Barrow, Captain Hooper in his report, already referred to, says: 
"v\ e bought from the natives . . . some fi~h resembling shad, but smaller and very fat; they 
differ also from the shad in having two (dorsal) fins. We saw the same species in Kotzebue 
Sound and at other places within the Arctic circle. They are called by the natives tupook." 
Farther on he writes thus: " The salmon is the only variety of fish in the Arctic that is of any 
value. Although smaller than the salmon caught farther south, they are of fine ·flavor. They are 
quite plentiful, and the coast natives cure large quantities of them by smoking and drying for 
winter use." 
The list of fishes given includes only such food.fishes as are known to occur; there are no 
doubt others which will be discovered by collectors in the future. The methods of capture do 
not differ from those already described, seines, gill.nets, hooks, and spears being employed just 
as they are farther south. 
The following is a partial list of Arctic.Alaskan fishes : 
Pleuroncctes stellatus. Osmerus dentex. 
'' glacialis. Mallotus ,illosµs. 
Borcogadus saida. Coregonus Merkii. 
Lycodes cocciueus. " Lauretb:e. 








17. STATISTICS. OF THE ALASKAN FISHERIES IN 1880. 
Salmon exported frorn Alaska, 1880. 
Month. Barrels. Number. Pounds. 
Karluk Rh-er Fishery, Smith & Hirsch .. .. . ....... . ....... ... June............ 1251 37,500 375,000 
Do.··········································· .......... August......... 399 19,950 199,500 
Do············ ·· ·· · ········· · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · ·.. . ... .. . . September. . . . . . 415 20, 750 207, 500 
I 
Karln~:.i~·e·~ ~~~~~~· '. ~ ~ . ~~~~ .~ ~~~ ~~~~~ ~~~~~~.~: . ~ · ; :; : : : : : : : : : : : : ::~ ~~: ~~~ ~~~: ~~~ 
Do······· · ············· ·· ········· .. ···· .. ..... ......... August .... ... .. · 150 7,500 75,000 
K ilov Fishery, Western Fur and Trading Company ....... July............ 1002 s, ooo 320, ooo 
I K naiD;i~·~; ~~~~~~: ~~. ~~ c~~~·~;c·i~~ ·c~~;;~~·:::::::::: 1. ~~~~~::::::::: ~:~: 1~' :~~ ~~~· ~: 
I Total·········· · ······· ·· ···················· · ·········· !· ················· -2-,08015Goo\1,98i"ooo 
1 Barr 1., of 1, ·llie . 2 Chowichcc bellie . a Silver or keczitch. 
RANGE OF FOOD-FISHES IN ALASKA. 
F-ish exported from Alaska, 1880. 
Herring. Halibut. Cod. 
Name of company. 
l----~------1------,-------1--------,- --,-------1 Frost· 






Alaska Commercial Com· 
pany. 
Boxes. Pounds. Pounds. Pounds. Pounds. Pounds. Barrels. Barrels. Poiinds. Barrels. 
150 
Smith & Hirsch ......... . 
Western Fur and Trading i 
Company. 5 
f pounds, 2, 500 ) 









250 3,000 10,500 250 
$25 $60 $505 $25 
* 2,089 barrels equal lGl, 700 fish, equal 1,982,000 pounds. 
939 
4,000 1,000 
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Pleuronectes stellatus ........ _... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .......... . X X X ···-·· X •••••• ••••.• X .••... •••-•• ••••·· 1 
glacialis ............ ·-··············· ...... ·-·-·· ·----· ·-···· ·---·· ·---·· ..... : ···x-·· .·.-·.-.·.-.· ··-·.·.·.·.· .·.·.·.·.·.· .·.-.·.·.-.· .·.·.·.·.·.· .·.·.·.·.··· f: 
quadrituberculatus '................. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . I 
L epidopsetta bilineata............................ ...... . ..... x X X X 
Limanda asp era........... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . x . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . x 
Hippoglossoides elassodon .............. ...... .....................................•..... : . . x 
Hippoglossus vulgaris .................... .. .... · ............. . X X X 
.A. therestl1es stomias . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . • . . . ..... 
Pollachius chalcogrammus .......... . .............. _.... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . x 
Boreogadus saida ............................. · ....................................... . 
Gad us morrhua .............................................. . X X X 














Tilesia gracilis...... . .. . . . . .. . . . .. . . . . . . .. . . .. .. . . . • . . .. .. . . . . . ................ . X X ................................... . 
Lota maculosa ..................•.................................................. . .................. ·- .............................. · 
Lycocles Turnerii ...................................................................................... · ................... . .......... . 
coccineus ................................................................................. ····-· ............ ·-···· ...... .... 1. , 
Cottuspolyacanthocepbalus ..... _ ........ · ............... ·--- .. x x x x x x ............ x 
treniopterus............................... . .............................................. . ............................. .. .... . 
niger . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . x . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
humilis ...................................................................................................................... . 
Gymnacanthus pistilliger......................... .. . . •. .. . .. . . . . .. . .. . .. . .. . .. . .. .. .. . . . .. . . . . .. . .. . . . . .. . . . . x 7 ....... ; ........ .. 
galeatus ........................................ ·... . .. . . . .. . .. . . . . . . . .. . .. . .. . .. . . .. . ......... .. 
Hemilepidotus trachurus . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . x x x ....................... . 
X 
X X 
.r ordanii .. . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . X X X X X • • • • • . • • • • • • • • •••• . 
Molletes papilio...... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . .. . . . . . . . . . . .. .. . . . . . • . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . ............................ ... .... · 
Sobastichth,rs maligor .. ..... ... .. . .......... . . .. ........ ······ X ................................................ •••••• ............ , · 
caurinus . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . x . . . • . . . .. .. . . . . . . . . .. .. . . . . . . . . .. .. . .. .. . . . . . .. . .. • • • • . .......... . 
bre,ispinis. . .. . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . .. . . . . .. . .. . . . . . . .. . . . . x . . .. . . . . . . . . . . • • • . . . .. • . .. . • . . . .. . . . .. . . . . . . • • . . . . .. . . . .... . 
melanops.............. . . .. . . . .. . . . .. . . . . . .. . . . x . .. . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. .. . x ................................... . 
ciliatus......... ............ ........ ...... ...... ...... ...... ...•.. ...... ...... x .... .... ......... . ................. . 
H cxagrammus asper . ............................. ..... . ...... x x x ...... ... .............. . 
orclinatu5 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . x . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . x 
scaber . ................ .... ....... ............. ! .................. ............ ........ ......... . 
" superciliosus.... .. . . . . .... .. ...... ...... ...... x . . .. .. x 
1
...... ...... x ........... . 
Pleuro
1













D.-THE FISHING-GROUNDS OF THE GREAT LAKES. 
BY LUDWIG KUMLIEN AND FREDERICK W. TRUE. 
19. LAKE SUPERIOR. 
On account of the pec11liar nature of the fisheries of the Great Lakes, the fishing-grounds are 
all located comparatively near shore. In considering them, we shall begin at the western end of 
Lake Superior, and proceed eastward and southward toward the eastern end of Lake Ontario. 
ISLE ROY.ALE TO KEWEENAW POINT.-Gill-net grounds of considerable importance extend 
almost without a break along the northwestern and southern shores of Lake Superior, from Isle 
Royale to within a few miles of Keweenaw Point, a distance of more than three hundred miles. 
The bottom is everywhere clayey, except abont the Apostle Islands, where it is sandy and rocky. 
On the northwest shore of the lake, the depth of water at the outer limit of the grounds varies 
from eighty to one hundred and forty fathoms, but on the south shore it is much less, being not 
greater than eighty fathoms at any point. 
The grounds on the northwest shore are visited by Duluth fishermen in the fall. They fish 
commonly about forty-five miles from the village, but fregue.ntly go forty or fifty miles fu:r:ther 
north. In the spring and summer they set their nets at different points. along the south shore, 
between Duluth and the Apostle Islands, but in the earlier part of the season they fish mostly 
at a station about twenty miles east of the village. 
A portion of the grounds, _ extending eastward from the Apostle Islands one hundred and 
twenty-five miles, is visited by the fishermen of Bayfield and Ashland. The most favorable 
localities are off Iron River and Little Girl's Point, and in the vicinity of the Porcupine Mountains 
and Sleeping River. Different stations from Bark River to beyond Ontonagon are occupied at 
different times, . according to the season and the movements of the fish. In the fall the nets 
are removed from the south shore and carried across the lake to Isle Royale. 
The pound-net grounds of this district are located among the Apostle Islands and in the 
immediate vicinity. Other portions of the coast are too 1.mich exposed to the violence of s.torms, 
and in other respects are unsuitable for pound fishing. We may except, however, the sandy bar 
near the entrance to Superior City, where, in 1879, two pounds were located. During the same 
year one pound was set in Bark Bay, three in Siskowit Bay, sixtee~ among the Apostle Islands, 
mainly inshore, and from the islands nearest the mainland, and seven on the so1:1th side of the 
long sandy bar at the entrance of Chaquamegon Bay. 
The most westerly seining-grounds of the lakes are at Superior City and Fond du Lac. In the 
former locality a very little seining for whitefish is prosecuted late in the fall. At Fond du Lac, 
at the head of Saint Louis Bay, the seining is more extensive, but the catch consists entirely of 
pike. There are many seining-reaches farther to the eastward, between Bark River and Bayfield, 
particularly in the smaller bays and among the islands, but the grounds are changed so often 
that it is quite impossible to locate them accurately. Bark Point, however, may be mentioned as 
one of the most favorable localities. 
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In winter small quantities of pike are taken in different parts of Saint Louis Bay with hook 
and line, and in the deeper passages among the islands near Bayfield considerable nnm bers of 
trout are caught. 
ISLE RoYALE.-The :fishing-grounds at Isle Royale are mostly off the south shore. The 
bottom is rocky for more than· a mile from the island, but becomes clayey beyond. The fishermen 
set their gill-nets on the inshore rocky reefs early in the fall, but later in the season follow the 
fish into deeper water. They frequently set their nets in one hundred fathoms of water. The 
catch consists principally of trout. The Isle Royale grounds nre frequented by the fishermen 
of Bayfield and of other localities on the south shore of Lake Superior. 
KEWEEN.A w POINT TO GR.AND IsL.AND.-Gill-net grounds extend along t.his entire stretch 
of coast, except between Big, Bay Point and Sauk's Head, a distance of about fifteen miles. The 
land is Jijgh at many points, and the water deep at a short distance from shore. The inshore 
bottom is rocky, but between Keweenaw Point and Big Bay Point it changes to clay and mud 
farther out, while from Sauk's Head to Grand Island sand and gravel largely predominate. The 
outer limit of the grounds is uniformly about seven miles from shore, where the water is forty or 
forty-five fathoms deep, except opposite_Marquette and Train Bay, where the fishermen frequently 
fish ten miles from shore, in water from fifty to seventy fathoms deep. 
The fishermen of L'Anse and the neighboring villages commonly set gill-nets in the fall on the 
west side of Keweenaw Point, opposite the entrance to the Portage Lake canal. In winter they 
keep near shore, generally fishing in L'Anse Bay, but.in warmer weather they venture into deeper 
water, visiting various reefs and shoals, the position and extent of many of which is known only 
to themselves. .A. large share of the fishing is also carried on in the vicinity of the stations where 
pound-nets are set. 
AU fishing prosecuted between Sauk's Head and Grand Island is carried on by fishermen 
from Marquette. In the fall the grounds off Shot an:d ·Granite Points are visited, while in the 
spring the larger proportion of the gill-netting is prosecuted off Big Presqu' Isle ancl in the 
vicinity of Grand Island. 
The principal pound-net stations of this section of the shore are at Bete Gdse Bay, Portage 
Entry, Keweenaw and Huron Bays, th-e sballo'Y bay east of Marquette, and the channel between 
Grand Island and the mainland. Between Keweenaw Point and Sauk's Head the nets are set in 
seventeen to forty-five feet of water, while further to the eastward the extremes are twenty and 
twenty-eight feet. During the year 1879 the pounds were distributed as follows: In Bete Grise 
Bay, one; at Portage Entry, two; in Keweenaw and L'Anse Bays, seven; in · Huron Bay, two; 
between Granite Point and Presqu' Isle, one; between Marquette and Shot Point, three; and in 
the channel between Gra.nd Islanu and the mainland, four. In 1878, and again in 1880, there 
were two more pounds at Grand Island. Some of the more intelligent :tfshermen of Marquette 
are now seeking some reef or shoal within convenient distance of that village, where they may 
catch larger quantities of fl h. All the shoals now known are so far distant that they are 
unable, with their sail-boat , to r ach them and return in one day. Many of the best pound-net 
ground cannot be utilized on account of their expo ed po ition. Even in the more sheltered 
1oc litie , in tormy a on , erious lo se of netting are frequently su tained. 
n 
mall and unimp rtant ining-gr und exi tat L'An e and Portage Entry. Eastward the 
ing i pro cu d ntir ly in and about Marquette Har or, and even these grounds are 
u tiv f very little xc pt h ning. 
R k 
f t 
g ab ut £ rty-fi.ve mile due north of Marquette, is 
of h Gr at Lake . 1Iarv lou tories are tolu 
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regarding the quantities of trout taken tbere. The grounds extend ten or twelve miles from the 
rock in every direction, and the water at the outer limit is more than one hundred fathoms deep 
in many places; the bottom is rocky and clayey. It is a Yery favorable place for hook-fishing, 
and is visited from time to time by the fishermen of Marquette . 
. GRAND ISLAND TO SAULT DE STE. MARIE AND DETOUR.-There are but few fishing-grounds 
along the south shore of Lake Superior east of Grand Island, except at Whitefish Point. 
Gill-net grounds extend a few miles on either side of the point, and five or six miles from land. 
The water is comparatively shallow and the bottom -everywhere sandy. A tug visits the western 
_grounds at certain seasons. The fishermen state that the water has receded considerably at this . 
point within the past five years, and that fisheries of all kinds, except gill-netting, have been less 
successful than formerly. 
The exposed condition of the coast about Whitefish Point renders the successful 
establishment of pound-nets quite impossible. During 1879, · however, one net wa;s set a short 
distance west of the point, and another to the south of it, in Whitefish Bay. 
Large quantities of whitefish are caught with dip-nets. i~ the rapids at Sault de Ste. Marie 
by the Indians. Not infrequently several hundred. pounds are taken by a single canoe in one 
day. Grounds of limited extent exist in Whisky Bay, on which. small quantities of fish are 
taken with trap-1?,ets. 
20. LAKE MICHIGAN AND THE STRAITS OF MACKINAC. 
POINT DETOUR TO SEUL CHorx PoIN1'.-The fishing-grounds in the Straits of Mackinac 
and vicinity are widely scattered and difficult of location, and it is quite possible that some of 
them have escaped observation. 
The first important gill-net ground west of Detour Passage extends from Strong's Island,, 
about sixteen miles in a southeasterly direction, to and about Spectacle Reef. The water is very 
deep in the southern part of this ground, in some places approaching three hundred fathoms, but 
about Spectacle Reef and near shore it is of course comparatively shallow, although in some 
spots, in very close proximity to the former, from forty to sixty fathoms may be found. The 
nature of the bottom differs very much in different parts of the ground, but mud, sand, and ~·ock 
predominate. This ground has the reputation ot being exhausted at the prese1,1t time, and very 
little fishing is prosecuted on it. 
Some little gill-net fi~bing is carried on between Mackinac and Round Islands and to the 
westward of the latter, and also for a short distance along the shore north of Point Saint Ignace. 
These grounds are frequented, however, only by fishermen using but ten or twenty nets, who sell 
their fish to the steamers and hotels. 
The whole northern shore of Lake Michigan, from the straits to Seur Choix Point, is one vast 
gill-net ground. It is considered one of the best on the lake. Fishing is carried on at a distance 
of ten, fifteen, or even twenty miles from land. The favorite grounds are southeast of Point 
Patterson, between Simmons's Reef and Point Epoufe.tte, westward of Saint Helena Shoal, and 
southwest of Point aux Chenes. On the first-mentioned ground the bottom is chiefly sandy, but 
on the others the sand is largely mingled with rock and clay. The depth of water does not 
exceed sixteen or eighteen fathoms at any point, the average depth being considerably less. 
The boats fishing on these shoals belong at different points along the north shore and at 
Mackinac. Many Beaver Island boats also fish here, especially on the southern borders of the 
grounds. 
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Between Detour Passage and the Straits of Mackinac there are but two permanent pound 
fisheries. One is located at Strong's Island, the most easterly of the Les Cheneaux group. 
Seven pounds were employed here in 1879. It is a very impor~ant and productive fishery. The 
second i situated at the head of Saint Martin's Bay, where, in 1879, six shoal-water pounds were 
(' tal>lisbed. 
On the north shore of Lake Michigan, west of the Straits of Mackinac, we find the most 
exten ive and profitable fishing-grounds of the _ lake, as regards both pound-net and gill-net 
fishing. The first pound-nets to the eastward are those established at Gros Cap Point, eight and 
one-half miles west of Point Saint Ignace. The "Six-mile sand-beach," further to the west, at 
Point aux Chenes, is a noted and productive ground. From this point westward we find pound-nets 
scattered along the shore at Point Epoufette, Biddle Point, Mille Coquins Point, Point 
Patterson, and Scott's Point. Between Point Saint Ignace and Scott's Point, a distance of less _ 
than fifty miles, there were located in 1879 more than sixty pound-nets, and about seventy-five 
gill-net boats also fished there. 
Along this coast the pound-ne~s a~e all set quite close inshore, and generally each man's 
net" in a line. Prominent exceptions, howev:er, are furnished in the case of two firms, each of 
which sets two nets on a shoal about seven miles south of Mille Coquins Point. Another firm 
has nets set in deep water about nine miles south-southwest of Point Epoufette, and two more 
are set a short distance west of Simmons's Reef, and about the same distance directly south of 
Point Epoufette. The latter two are among the most profitable pound-nets on this shore. 
THE BEAVER IsLANDS.-The shores of the Beaver Islands present very favorable conditions 
for the establishment of pound-nets, and they-have therefore become the center of an extensive 
:fi hery. The bottom consists chiefly of sand, although in some parts, especially on the west 
shore of the main island, rocky grounds are Yery abmidant. 
In 1879 thirty-two pound nets were in use at the islands, sixteen of which were located on 
the east side of the large faland which gives its name to the -group, and constituted the Sand 
Bay fishery. Of the remaining nets, two were located :1t the north shore of Hog Island, two at 
High Island, and the others at the north, east, and south shores of Beaver Island. 
At Beaver Harbor, near Saint James post-office, in the northeastern portion of Beaver Island, 
there is an extensive seining-reach, where, in 1879, two seines were employed. 
Off Gull Island, the most westerly of the Beaver group, is a noted gill-net ground. The 
island is owned by three persons, each of whom employs two boats in the fishery. 
SEUL CHou· POIN'.'J..' TO POINT DETOUR, GREEN BA.Y.-The only fishery between Seul Choix 
Point and Point Detour is located at Point aux Barques, where, in 1879, sixty gill-nets were 
employed. The ground extends about four or five miles from the point, the outer limit being in 
a out twenty fathoms of water. The bottom is generally hard and sandy. 
GREEN BA.Y.-The fisheries of Green Bay are very extensive, and quite varied in 
character. The bay i a body of water of no mean proportions, being about two hundred miles 
in 1 ng h and twen y mile in breadth at the wi lest part, or somewhat more than twice the size 
of Lake hamplain. Tu.ere ar many large and flourishing town on the west shore, while the 
ea. t hore i comparatively unoccupied. 
ln on idering the :fl hing-ground we shall egin at Point Detour, at the entrance of the 
Y nd h ving p k n of the ground in Big and Little Bay de Noquette, pa s southward 
al g th we. . h r to r n Bay Ci y, an l then e northward along the ea t hore to Porte de 
r rt .. 
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At the entrance of Green Bay, extending around Summer Island, within a radius of about six 
miles, we find an important gill-net ground, known as the Sag Bay ground. vVest of and 
adjoining the Sag Bay ground is another, six or eight miles in diameter, called the Summer 
Island ground. As many as three hundred and fifty gill-nets are annually employed there. 
Extending in a southwesterly direction from the grounds already mentioned, and di:.ectly north 
of Washington Island, is still another and much larger ground styled the Washington Island 
ground. Every sirnrnrnr about six hundred gill-nets are in use here, and in the fall the number 
swells to one . thousand. The bottom, as might be expected on account of the great extent of 
the ground, varies considerably in character, but is generally hard and sandy. The water is 
comparatively shallow, the maximum depth not exceeding twenty-three or twenty-four fathoms. 
There are no extensive gill-net grounds in either Big or Little Bay de Noquette, although in 
the latter some nets are used in winter under the ice. A few miles south of the entrance to Little 
Bay de Noquette, and east of Indian Town, we find a ground which supports about one hundred 
and thirty-five nets. The character of bottom and depth of water are about the same as those of 
the Washington Island ground, which, in fact, it touc!ies at its western limit. 
Between this ground an<l. the ne:K:t to the southward, a space of about five miles intervenes. The 
latter ground extends from near shore, in a southeasterly direction from the mouth of Bark River, . 
about nine miles. The depth 9f water at the outer limit is about seventeen fathoms, and the 
character of the bottom is similar to that of those previously mentioned. 
Farther south there are no more important "open-water" gill-net grounds, or such as are 
visited during the warmer weather, either on the west or east side of the bay, except at Green 
Bay City .• The grounds extend for about two miles along the low and marshy shores at the 
mouth o( Fox River. The nets are set in the numerous sloughs running into the marsh,_ and are 
visited every two days. Nothing is taken in them but rough fish. The only large ground still 
unmentioned is the Saint Martin's ground, which extends from the island of the same name into 
Lake Michigan eastward, northeastward, and southeastward, about eight miles. 
As we have stated already, "open water" gill-net fishing has died out almost entirely south 
of the Bark River ground except at Green Bay City. One :fisherman set a few gill-nets in 1879 
directly north of the bar at the mouth of the Peshtigo River. Summer gill-net fishing is also. 
carried on to ~ limited extent on the east shore, between Bay Settlement and Chambers Island, 
especially at the entrance of Little Sturgeon Bay, where formerly it was extensively pursued. 
In winter, as soon as the ice is sufficiently firm to be walked upon with safety, the fishermen 
begin setting their nets. The grounds are located almost anywhere outside the ten-fathom line, 
often in the middle of the bay, and the nets are moved from time to time. Very few are in use 
. north of l\fenomouee., many of the more important pound-owners not possessing any. Southward 
as far as· Peshtigo. they increase in number. A few are set off Suamico and between Bay 
Settlement and Chamber Island, on the east shore. They are set across the bay, in gangs of from 
five to thirty, and a:nchored. 
The pound-net :fisheries of Green Bay are very extensive and important. The larger 
proportion of the nets are set on the west shore, between Cedar River and Green Bay City-, but 
many are also scattered over other parts of the bay. 
On the north shore of Saint Martin's Island, at the entrance of the bay, we find the largest 
and deepest pound-net on the Great Lakes. The pot stands in ninety-seven feet of water, and is 
inclosed by stakes one hundred and twenty-five feet long, spliced three times. The net cuts off a 
deep channel by which the fish appear to enter the bay, and the catch is very large. 
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On tlle west shore of Big Bay de Noquette, between S~int Vital Point and Chippewa Point, 
even pound were in operation in 1879. The sllores of the bay are unsettled, and the region 
i, too far away from any shipping point_ to enable men to carry on the fisheries successfully. It 
i believed, however, that the bay abounds in fish. 
At th" mouth of Big Bay de Noquette, about midway between Peninsula Point and Summer 
Island, aml nearly seven and one-half miles from any land, there is a smaU pound-net ground, _ 
where, in 1879, five pounds were located. The bottom is hard, and the depth of water varies from 
ix to eight fathoms. '11he ground is very productive. ~ 
On the eastern shore of Little Bay de Noquette, directly opposite Escanaba, there were, in 
1879, three pounds; at Masonville, at the head of the bay, one; and on the west shore of the 
entrance of the bay, about five miles south of Escanaba, three. The latter are so near the mouth 
of tlle bay that whitefish are caught in them in considerable quantities. 
Directly opposite Indian Town, on the west shore, and about six miles from land, we find two 
more pound-nets. They are set in about thirty feet of water, and are very productive. They are 
about the only pounds that take considerable quantities of trout. A few miles farther south, but 
close inshore, there· are two more pounds. 
Between Cedar River and Little Tail Point, ten or twelve miles north of Green Bay City, we 
find a remarkably large number of pound-nets. In 1879 there were no less than one hundred and 
twenty nets situated along this section of coas_t. In the vicinity of Cedar River the water is very 
deep near shore, many of the pounds being in seventy-five feet of water, but southward the shore 
slopes more and more gently, forming sandy reaches, over which the water is but twenty or 
thirty feet deep. Between Menomonee and Suamico the nets are set on these shoals . • 
, About four miles aboye the mouth of Little Suamico River, and three and one-half miles from 
sllore, a rocky reef, nearly three miles in length, extends north and south. One net is usually set 
inside the reef and three placed in line east of it, the one farthest eastward being about fl ve miles 
from shore. 
The catch in all the pounds on this section of coast consists principally of herring. 
The pound-net grounds of Green Bay City are located near the mouth of Fox River, in about 
. fifteen feet of water. Four large pound-nets and seventeen '' baby-pounds" owned in the city, 
together with a number of others, were employed here in 1879. 
At the present time the pound--net grounds of the east shore of Green B;y are located 
between Shoemaker's Point and Little Sturgeon Bay. The whoie extent of coast occupied is not 
more than six miles. Two nets are also set off Obamb~rs Island. The latter grounds were 
formerly of great importance, but they are now almost abandoned. 
At the head of Big Bay de Noquette, in Ogontz Bay, there is a single seining-reach, and 
another at the head of Little Bay de Noquette. The catch in these nets consists chiefl'y of rough 
ft hand sturgeon, white:fi h and trout not being found so far up in the bays. 
There are but four eining-reache on the west shore of Green Bay which are now visited by 
the ti hermen. Two are located a short distance outh of the mouth of the Menomonee River. 
Th r i al o one at the mouth of the Suamico River, and one at the mouth of the Oconto River. 
Both, bowev r, are in ignifi.cant, no large haul having been made within seven years. Formerly 
ining wa a leading indu try in thi ection, but many of the old grounds are now occupied by 
un 1-n t . 1 rom 1 5 to 1 5, ine were u eel on all uitable bores iu this vicinity, and large 
qo ntiti f fi b wer t k n. 
t re n ine 1 r in u e in 1 i9. The yi 1d of thi fl. hery is very 
larg. 
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On the shoals south of Green Island, which is situated in the middle of the bay, southeast of 
Menomonee, hook-fishing is prosecuted to a considerable exterit. Prior _to 1861, this fishery was 
quite extensive and important. 
At G:ceen Bay City about one hundred and fifty fy}re-nets are set in Irox River, near the 
mouth, and various species are taken. 
Hook-fishing is carried on on the east shore of Green Bay, in Door county, to a ·rnry 
limited extent. 
De Pere being situated at the -head of Fox River, and not directly on Green Bay, its 
·:fisheries may be more properly considered separately, although they are of litt.le importance. The 
catch consists principally of dory, pickerel, catfish, and sturgeon, but some whitefish are also 
taken. A number of small gill-nets are used and two seines, together_ with about one hundred 
dip-nets. In the latter many kinds of fish are taken, such as moon-eyes, which are only used for 
manure or as uait for catfish. 
PORTE DES MORTS TO PORT w A.SHINGTON.-The first gill-net grounds on the west shore of 
Lake Michigan, south of Porte des Morts, are near Jacksonport, around the Cana Islands. 
Gill-net fishing was formerly prosecuted here to a considerable extent, but pound-nets have 
gradua11y taken their place so that only about a hundred gill-nets remain between Porte des 
Morts and Clay Banks, s distance of about thirty miies. 
The next gill-net ground is at Clay Banks. It extends about two miles north of the village 
and the same distance south of it. At the outer limit the water is from ten to fourteen fathoms in 
depth. and the bottom is everywhere rocky. The principal species of fish caught here is the 
trout. 
About four miles south of Clay Banks we find another small gill-net ground. In 1879 there 
were two small gangs of fishermen here who employed gill-nets in taking trout. As a rule they 
fish in not more than ten fathoms of water. 
Between Stony Creek and Two Creeks on the south, a distance of about twen~y-:five miles, 
there are no fishing- grounds of any sort. At Two Creeks, however, we reach the upper end of 
the great gill-net grounds, frequented by the fishermen of Two Rivers. 'rhese grounds extend 
from nearly opposite Two Creeks on the north to Manitowoc on the south, a distance of about 
fourteen miles. The inner limit of the grounds is uniformly about two miles from shore, where 
the water is f;om ten to fourteen fathoms in depth. At the outer limit of the grounds, about ten 
. miles from shore, we find eighty or ninety fathoms of water. This outer region, however, . is 
visited only by the tugs, the smaller _ Mackinac boats fishing closer inshore. The catch consists 
chiefly of trout, blackfins, and lawyers. 
Passing southward we find the next gill-net ground opposite Sheboygan. This ground 
extends from two and one-half to eighteen miles from shore, the water varying fi·om twelve to 
sixty or seventy fathoms in depth. This ground was abandoned in 1866 on account of the scarcity 
qf fish, but a few years later, fishing being resumed, the yield was as large as, or larger than, ever 
before known. 
The most northerly pound-net ground on this section of coast is located at Jacksonport. 
The grounds are situated a lit.tle to the southward of the village, and the nets are usually set 
about a mile from shore. At ·whitefish Bay, about seven miles south, is one of the oldest and 
best known whitefish grounds on the lake. The bottom here is ridgy, clay and gravel alternating 
in furrows. This kind of bottom is believed to be that most frequently visited by whitefish. 
The next pound-net ground to the southward is located between Two Creeks and Manitowoc 
. ' 
and between the shore and the outer limit of the great Two Rivers gill-net ground. The bottom 
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i generally sandy and the maximum depth of water not more than six or seven fathoms. In 
1879 thirty-three pounds were situated here . 
.Another pound-net ground is located about thirteen miles north of Port Washington, opposite 
the mall village called Amsterdam. The ground extends about four miles north .and south. 
The bottom is everywhere sandy. The pounds are usually set in from twenty-five to sixty feet 
of water. Pound fishing was first introduced here in 1862 . 
.At Oostburg there is a pound-net ground extending along six or seven miles of shore. The -
outside nets are located about a mile from shore. 
At Port Washington the nets are usually set in from thirty to fifty-fi,e feet of water, the 
majority being in about forty-five feet. _ 
There are no shoals or reefs in the immediate vicinity of Jacksonport, but at a distance of 
twenty-five miles there is an extensfre shoal which was formerly a very famous trout ground. It 
is now seldom visited. 
PORT WASHINGTON TO SOUTH 0HI0.A.GO.-The most important gill net grounds within these 
limits are in the vicinity of Milwaukee. The fishermen set their nets in a southerly and 
ontbeasterly direction from Milwaukee from ten to forty miles, northward to northeastward 
forty to ninety miles, and eastward from fifteen to fifty miles. The principal outside ground is 
the Big Reef, wliich is situated directly opposite Milwaukee, at a distance of about forty miles, 
but runs in a southeasterly and northwesterly direction, so that its most northerly limit is 
only about fifteen miles off shore opposite Port Washington. Inside of this reef and only about 
six miles from shore there is another productive ground. _ 
During summer the fishermen go to the outside reef, but in tbe fall, when the fish are 
spawning, they visit the inner one. Mr. Schultz, of Milwaukee, states that there are apparently 
less fish on the outer reef than there were twenty-five or twenty-six years ago, but that there bas 
been no perceptible diminution on the other portions of the grounds. 
The gill-net grounds at Racine extend from Wind Point, a short distance north of the city, to 
about four miles south of the city. The nets are usual1y set at distances of from three to twenty 
miles from shore, the water varying in depth from ten to seventy-five fathoms. The greattr 
portion of the fishing, however, is done in water about twenty fathoms deep and from six to ten 
miles from shore. The catch consists principally of whitefish, trout, and lawyers, and rarely a 
few other kinds of no commercial importance. 
We find the next gill-net ground about three miles south of Kenosha. The southern portion 
of this ground is about fifteen miles distant from shore. The boat fishermen fish from twelve to 
sixteen miles from shore, but the tugs sometimes go as far as twenty miles. At the outer limit of 
the ground the water is about seventy-five fathoms deep. 
In the vicinity of Milwaukee the only pound-net station is in Whitefish Bay, a short distance 
north of the city. Only two nets were in u e there in 1879. 
In the vicinity of Waukegan pound are set along the sandy beach for a distance of about 
twelYe mile , the northern limit of the ground being about nine miles north of the city. The 
ottom lope gently from the hore, and the character of the ground is such that there is no 
difficulty in driving the tak , firmly. Tile quantit;r of fi h taken here is about one-fourth less 
tlia it wa tw n y · ar ag . n 187 twenty-nine 11 ts were located on different parts of tbis 
r un<l. 
:£ w n t · are , t directly off th mouth of tlle rfrer in comparatively ·lrnllow 
u h hi ·ag al. th p und are l cat d -very n ar hore. 
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SOUTH CHIC.A.GO TO S.A.UG.A.TUCK.-There are no fishing-grounds at the head of Lake 
Michigan, between South Chicago and Michigan City. Between Michigan City and Saint Joseph 
the_ gill-net grounds are situated a long distance ,from shore. In summer the :fishermen 
commonly go seven to fifteen miles from ·shore, and in winter much farther. The water, however, 
on these grounds is comparatively shallow, at a distance of twenty miles being not more than 
twenty-eight fathoms. The bottom is principally sandy, but clay and gra-vel predominate in some 
places. :E'rom New Buffalo northward the ground~ curve gradually outward, the outer limit 
opposite Saint Joseph being from eight to twelve miles in summer, and in winter from fourteen 
to twenty miles. Beyond Saint Joseph the outer boundary curves inward again, until at South 
Haven it is quite near shore. Although the distance to which the boats go is very great, the 
water is not deep at the outer limit, being scarcely more than sixty fath~ms. A few miles south 
of Saugatuck and comparatively near shore there is a whitefish spawning-ground, which for a 
long time has been very productive. In 1879 the fishing at this point proved almost a failure. 
With the exception of this ledge, the bottom is generally sandy or crayey, and the fishermen set 
their net:s almost anywhere in certain depths with equally good success. One :fisherman stated 
that he bad fished with his boat to a distance of twenty-five miles due west from Saint Joseph, 
but it is certainly dangerous for the :fishermen to go such distances in smaU boats, although the 
steam-tugs, of course, can safely go much farther. 
Hook-fishing is carried on on the same grounds opposite Saint Joseph. 
In former years seining was carried on to a considerable extent on this coast, but at the 
present time the fish do not come inshore. It is supposed that the foulness of the rivers has 
driven them into deeper water. 
The pound-net grounds of this section extend from a few miles south of Michigan City to New 
Buffalo. All the nets are set close inshore, · in water from twenty-five to :fifty-two feet deep. 
The bottom consists of hard sand, and is very suitabie for the driving of stakes. 
SAUGATUCK TO M.A.NISTEE.-From Saugatuck northward the grouJ!.dS gradually extend 
outward, and at Grand Haven it is not an unusual occurrence for a boat to go out thirty miles. 
North of Grand Haven the outer boundary again bends inward, and at Whitehall boats usually 
. :fish not further than from two to four miles from shore. The most productive par~s of this ground 
are s~~d to be at Whitehall and Muskegon, but as there are no good shipping facilities at these 
points, very little fishing is done. No particular kind of bottom is sought for by the gill-netters, 
the depth of water appearing to be a more important consideration. It is supposed t~at in cold 
weather the fish pass out into deeper water, as it is found necessary in winter to go a much longer 
distance from shore than in summer in order to :find profitable grounds. 
At Pentwater n;10st of the gill-net fishing is prosecuted in about forty fathoms of water, 
though the fishermen occasionally go as far as fifteen miles from shore, where the water is 
seventy or seventy-five fathoms in depth. These grounds are considered to be less productive 
and to have been greatly damage"d by mill refuse. At Ludington most_ of the fish are taken at 
a distance· of about ten miles ftom shore, but northward the outer limit of foe ground graduall:y 
comes nearer and nearer shore. The most procluctiYe portion of this ground is at Big Point 
Sable, although even here fish are much less abundant than formerly. In 1875 the firm of 
Wilson & Brothers bad a line of gill-nets in use here, which was about eight miles in length. 
But little gill-net fishing is carried on at Manistee. A few boats fish here in from nine to 
forty fathoms of water, the outer limit of the ground being about eight miles from the shore. 
• 
-
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There are but few pound-net stations along this whole section of coast. A short distance on 
either ide of Big Point Sable six pounds were established in 1879, set close inshore, in from 
thirty to forty feet of water. A short distance from Ludington one pound is in use. 
MANISTEE TO CROSS VILLAGE, INCLUDING LITTLE .A.ND GRAND TR.A.VERSE BAYS AND_ 
Fox IsL.A.NDS.-The most southerly gill-net grounds of this section, of any importance, are situated 
on the west shore of Grand Traverse Bay between Cat-Head Point and Sutton's Point. Of these 
the most noted are at the entrance of Grand Traverse Bay, where vast numbers of blackfins are 
taken. One of the greatest spawning-gro.unds in the lake is situated off Light-house Point to the 
eastward and northeastward, but from its position it is so exposed to the winds, and the bottom 
is also so rocky, that no fishing can be done. South of New Mission Point there are no :fisheries in 
Grand Traverse Ba.y, on"the west shore, except in Sutton's Bay, where large quantities of herring 
are taken. On the east shore there is but one fishery, which is situated a little to the north of 
Torchlight Lake. 
The most southerly pound-net station of this section is at Qood Harbor Bay, where, in 1879, 
two nets were located. In Grand Traverse Bay there are several important stations, the o~e 
most worthy of notice being in Northport Bay. _Six nets were in use here in 1879. Just north 
of Northport Point we find three more nets. At Hog Island, near the head of the west arm of 
Grand Traverse Bay, there is one pound-net station where one net is located. North of Grand 
Traverse, between Petoskey and Cross Village, there a1;e three pound-net stations. Two are 
located on the north shore of Little Traverse Bay, and one farther northward near its mouth. 
Five nets in all were employed at the~m stations in 1879. 
Important gill-net g_rounds extend from Charlevoix to Cross Village. The outer limit of the 
ground is about 4 miles from shore. Fishing is carried on at all seasons. The maximum depth 
of water is about 45 fathoms. The bottom is rocky and claye;y. 
Off the east shore of North Manitou Island there is a small gill-net ground, which is visited 
by three fishermen. The water varies from thirty to sixty fathoms in -depth. The bottom is clay. 
• Due east of South Manitou Island, a distance of about three miles, there is Gne pound-net 
tation. 
Gill-net grounds extend about South Fox Islaud to the outer limit of the great sandy shoal . 
which exists there. The fishermen :fish on the north ancl east shores of Fox Island in summer, 
but in winter usually fish most extensively on the west shore. Between the two islands two 
pound-nets are located. 
CRoss VILLAGE TO LAKE HuR0N.-Between Cross Village and Point Wangoshance there 
are a few pound-net stations, but in 1879 the fishery proved almost a failure. The shore is too 
rocky and exposed for successful :fisheries of this sort. Two· pound nets are set to the north ward 
of Wango bance, a few miles ea t of old Fort Mackinac. 
21. LAKE HURON. 
TRAITS OF MACKINAC 'fO ALCON.A..-Very little fi bing i . done OU tlle section. of coast 
w 11 Point Wango hauce and Thunder Bay Point. In Hammond's Bay, near the easteru 
ntran f th trait of Iacl ina , th re are eleven pound nets. 
The 1p na gill-n t gr and are located ea t and north of North Point as far as, and lJeJ ond, 
l nd th ut r limit bei g ab u fifteen mile from bore. There i ~ no gill-net fishing in 
timat l that th . abundan f fi h here ii::i only one-thiru what it 
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The pound-net stations in Thunder Bay are situated on tlle north shore, between North Point 
and Whitefish Point. Fifteen nets were located here in 1879. On the shore at the north of 
Snlphur Island1 in four or five fathoms of wat~r, there are four nets. The bottom on this ground 
is very hard and stony. 
ALCON.A TO POINT .AUX B.ARQUES, INCLUDING SA.GIN.AW B.AY .AND THE CHARITY ISL.ANDS.-
Gill-net fishing is not prosecuted to any considerable extent on this shore. The pound-net fishing 
of Saginaw Bay is very important. The shores of the bay are very sandy, and great shoals extend 
from the shore, upon which pounds can be established very firmly. Tbe most westerly station is 
at Ottawa Point, near the mouth of the bay, where two nets are located. Three other staitions 
on the west shore of the bay are located at Gravelly Point, Point aux Gres, and south of the 
shoal at the mouth of Rifle River. ~A.t the head of the bay the stations are very numerous. 
They are set at approximately regular interyals along thew bole shore between N ayaliguing Point 
and Fish Point. Not less than one hundred nets were in use within these limits during. the year 
of the canvass. 
The sandy shoal, on which ~the nets at the head of the bay are placed, extends out a, gTeat 
distance from the west shore, and in this-part of the bay four lines of nets, comprising ~n all about 
fourteen, are located at distances of from six to eight miles from land. Three other stations are 
located respectively at North Island, the main shore about four miles north of Sebewaing, and at 
about two miles east of North Mineslrns Island, at the edge of the inner shoal.· The most easterly. 
, shoal occupied by pounds is that making -off north of Sarady I>oint. ]~our lines of nets were in 
use here in 1879. Three lines of nets are also located on the shoals which extend from the Charity 
Islands, situated in the middle of Saginaw Bay near the mouth. 
The Charity Islands fisheries are considered to be the most profitable on the whole chain 
of lakes. On the north arid northeast portion of these grounds, howernr, the nets are greatly 
exposed to storms, and heavy losses frequently occur. 
Seine fisheries are still carried on quite extensively in this district. A.t the head of the bay, 
on the west shore, there are several important seining reaches. The principal ones are situated, 
(1) near the mouth of the Saginaw River on the west side of the mouth of the Ogabkaning River, 
(2) midway between the Opinkawning and Saginin Rivers, (3) midway between the Rifle and Pine 
Rivers, and (4) on either side of GraveH;y Point. The last three fisheries are carried on by the 
Indians. Th_e one between Rifle and Pine Rivers is the oldest and best known seine-fishery in . 
Saginaw Bay. 
There are no gill-net fisheries in Saginaw Bay proper, but to the northward of Point aux 
Barques and Point au. Sable there are several important grounds. Some gill-netting is still carried 
on in winter, but this branch of the . fisheries has declined very much within the last ten years. 
The same may also be said of the seine-fisheries, but on the other hand the number of pound-
nets has considerably increased within that time. 
The winter fishing in Saginaw Bay is very important, and gives employment to a large number 
of men. Not only gill-nets and pound-nets, but hooks and spears are used, the last being by 
far the most convenient and effective device for the capture of fish. The location of the spearing 
grounds varies accordi~g to the season and the thickness of the ice. The fishery is usually carded 
_on, however, outside of a line drawn from Point aux Gres to the west shore of Sebewaing. Do.ring 
a profitable season quite a village springs up on the ice, and a variety of supplies are brought out 
by the buyers of the fish. It is stated, however, that the fishery is becoming less and less profitable 
every year. A few years ago the spearing was so profitable that a shpply of fish could always be 
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depended upon, but the experience of the last few years seems to show that the decrease has been 
·o oTeat that dealers will no longer depend upon obtaining a supply from the spearmen. 
e Be ides the bay fisheries, there are quite a number of pound-nets located in Saginaw River, 
extcn<.ling from its mouth about twenty miles inland. They are set in from ten to twenty-four 
feet of water, and large quantities of fish, especially pike, p~rcb, and suckers, are taken. The river 
fi liery differs somewhat from the bay fishery, "inasmuch as it is only prosecuted in winter. 
At the mouth of the Ogahkaning River, a pond about two acres in extent has been constructed 
for the purpose of keeping fish when caught in great abundance, so that when the amount of fish 
taken is small the fishermen may still be able to supply the demand of the dealers. The pond is 
now only six feet in depth, but the owners propose dredging it and also extending its area. 
POINT .AUX B.A.RQUES TO PORT HURON.-Gill-net fis-hing is prosecuted all along the shore 
of Lake :H'uron from Poiut aux Barques to Port Huron, the principal stations being at Port 
Austin, Grindstone City, Huron City, Port Hope, Sand Beach, White Lake, Forestville, Port 
Sanilac, and Lexington. Fishing is carried on more or less extensively at all these points, but 
the most important are Sand Beach and Port Hope. The grounds extend from five to twenty-five 
miles from shore. The catch consists mainly of whitefish and trout. 
There are no pound-nets in use between Point aux Barques and Port Huron, the shore being 
much exposed to the violence of storms. There are many seining reaches all along this section of 
coast, but the :fishing is not carried on so extensively as formerly. 
PORT HURON TO DETROIT, INCLUDING SA.INT CL.A.IR RIVER .A.ND L.A.KE SAINT OL.A.IR.-.A.ll 
fishing in Saint Clair Riv~r is carried on by means of seines. The grounds extend along 
twenty miles of the river, and there are iu all five fisheries on the American side. Seines are 
also employed along the shore of the lake, but not so extensively as formerly. The season opens 
about the middle of May and lasts until August. 
FISHING-GROUNDS ON THE DETROIT RIVER.-The fisheries in Detroit River, with the 
exception of thoi:,e carried on by means of a few fykes and "baby" pounds, is prosecuted by tue 
aid' of seines about sixty fathoms in length. There are thirty fisheries on the river between 
Winumm Point at its head and Bar Point at its mouth. They are located both on the American 
an<l Canadian shores, and on the islands which occupy the central portion of the river. The most 
northerly are situated at Isle a la P eche, at the head of the river. South of this, on the 
American side, there are two more reaches. On the east shore of Belle Isle there are three 
fisheries, and on the west shore one. South of Belle I sle there are no more until we have passed 
t lie city of Detroit. Off F ort W ayne, on the American side, there are four fisheries, and a little 
to the northward, opposite the t own of Sandwich, on the Canadian side, one. The next five 
are on the Canadian side, the mo t northerly being about a mile north of Sandwich. On the ·west 
hor of F ighting Island there are five fl herie , and on the east shore of Grassy I sland t wo. 
On the nortbca tern sh ore of Gro e I sle we find three fisheries ; at Stony I sland, further to the 
outl1, n , and at Sugar I sland t ill another. The latter is the mo t southerly ground on the 
riY r. :fan. of the er ach s are located on the mud bank that make off from the shore, but in 
m p1ac the bottom i andy and tony. The catch consi ts of whitefi sh and pike. A few days 
b f re th whit fi h app ar th re i u nally a run of herring, and a smaller mesh in the pockets .of 
}I 
f h d for the purpo of taking them. 
22. LAKE ERIE. 
TROIT H"'ER '.I. 
ntir ly wit p und-u 
m nth f th tr it 
LINTO.i: .-A.long tbi. ection of bore fl bing 
tation extend without interruption from Bar 
linton . Betw n these two point,, in 1879, 
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there were not less than 425 pound-nets. Each company's nets are set in a line, the ·oute-r-
net being often four or five miles from shore. The fisheries of Toledo extend from Teal Ground 
to Locust Point. 
Off Toussaint, about ten miles west of Port Clinton and three miles from shore, there is 
a gill-net ground of considerable importance. The bottom here varies greatly, in so·me portions 
being rocky and in <?thers muddy or sandy. The water at the outer limit of the ground is 
about twenty-eight fathoms in depth. 
' Some seining is prosecuted in and about the mout.hs of the. various rivers along this stretch 
of shore. At Portage River it is carried on only in winter. A few fyke-nets are set in Portage 
and Four Rivers as well as in some of the bayous, but the fishery is not important, although 
considerable quantities of inferior varieties of fish are taken. 
POR1' CLINTON TO VERMILLION.-The pound-net grounds continue without interruption 
along this section of shore. The fishing-grounds of Sandusky and vicinity may be divided into, 
four great districts, each partaking of some peculiarity not shared by the others. They are ~ 
generally spoken of as the Cedar Point fisheries, the bay fisheries, the island :fisheries, and the-
main shore :fisheries. The Cedar Point fisheries are the oldest and most important. They begin, 
at Cedar Point, at the entrance of Sandusky Bay, and extend about six miles towards Huron .. 
There are sixty-six nets in this district. :Many of the outside nets are five and one-half miles from 
shore, the nearest being about one-half mile. They are set in from twenty to thirty feet of water,. 
the average depth being perhaps about twenty-eight feet. The shore as well as the bottom of 
_the :fishing-ground-is sandy. The catch here consists largely of herring, but great quantities of 
whitefish are also taken. 
The bay :fisheries are prosecuted not only with pounds but also with fykes and seines; the-
stations and reaches being scattered along both shores. The water in both the upper and lower-
bays being shallow, nets having a depth of five to twelve feet on]y are used. 
The main shore fisheries extend from Sugar Bluff to the entrance of Sandusky Bay, the.· 
pound-net stations being s~attered regularly along the shore. They are set in from twelve -to, 
thirty-five feet of water. The bottom is generally· clayey. This :fishery js noted for the large, 
catch of herring, the next fish in importance being the catfish. 
What are known as the island :fisheries are situated about North, Middle, and South Bass . 
.Islands and Kelley's Island. On the North Bass Island there are but seven nets, though north--
westward from the island there is an extensive whitefish spawning-ground_. On the north of the--
island it is impossible to drive stakes on account of the rocky bottom . . At Middle Bass Island1 
there are twelve nets, many of them being set .in thirt.y-:five feet of water. The :fisheries at Soutl» 
Bass Island are the most important of the group. On the shoals· and reefs about the is]ands-
there are extensirn and important wbite:fis~ spawning-grounds. The most productive of them,. 
however, are those north of North Bass Island, in Canadian waters. At Kelley's Island there are-
twenty-three pounds, and the :fishery would be very profitable wer~ it not that vessels run through-
and destroy the nets. The principal fish taken on these grounds are herring, whitefish, and black 
bass. The seine-fishing in this locality is quite extensive and important. The principal grounds 
are located about Willow Point. In Sandusky Bay seine :fishing is carried on all winter. The. 
principal grounds are near the mouth of tbe Sandusky River. 
North and northeast or.Kelley's Island there are ·two reefs, which are frequented by. sturgeorr,-
and about two hundred gill-nets are set here annually. 
The pound-net grounds of Huron extend a bout five miles east and the same distance west of 
the mouth of the Huron River. In 1879 seventy-four pounds were located in this district. Five; 
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mil a t of Huron there is a small wllite:fi.sh spawning-ground, but the bottom is Yery rocky_ and 
nly one net is located there. The pounds are set in from twenty-two to forty-two feet of water, 
mo t of them being from seventy-five rods to tlJree and one-half miles from shore. The "driving 
bottom , in mo t portions of the Hnrnn grounds is excellent, the outer portions being b~tter in this 
re p ct than the inside grounds. The clay bottom of tbe lake is covered by layers of sand forming 
tlie be t kind of '' holding ground." The catch at Huron consists chiefly of herring; in fact, these· 
o-round, are con idered the most favorable for herring fisheries of auy on the la,ke. The general 
::, 
ti bery i, al o very profitable, t_here never having been a failure since it was begun. The 
migratory yarieties, such as whitefish, are taken only while passing, but herring and blue pike 
are al ways present in abundance. Such :fish as go towards the head of the lake to spawn 
ometimes fail to reach that locality, and consequently there is liable to be a failure there, but 
mall quautities, at least, are always caught on the Huron _grounds. Very extensive herring 
pawning-grounds are situated here, and this fact possibly accounts for the . extraordinary 
numbers of.this fish which are taken here in autumn. 
The Vermillion fishing-grounds occupy but a ve.ry small extent of shore, the nets beiug set at 
but one station and close together about four iniles west of the month of Vermillion River. Nets 
are set in from thirty to forty feet of water, and from two and one-half to three and one-half miles. 
from shore. The bottom is all clay~ and very favorable both for driving the stakes nnd holding 
them firml,y. · · 
VERMILLION To O0NNE.AU1'.-The most westerly pound-net grounds of this section of shore 
extenu from Vermillion to the mouth of Black River, a distance of about eleyen miles. Tbe next . 
station to the eastward, known as the Dover Bay fishery, is about six miles cast of Black River. 
Only tweke pounds are set here in water from twenty to forty feet deep, tlle inner pounds being 
about seventy rods from shore, the otiter about one and one-fourth miles. The bottom is sandy 
aud the "holding ground" very good. Passing easterly -we :find the next stations between 
01.iagrin River, near Willoughby, and Grand River, near Painesvme. Thirteen nets were used here 
in 1879. The only other station in this section is situated about three miles east of tbe mouth 
of Grand River, where there are four nets. · The bottom, as at other points along this shore, 
an<ly and gravelly. · 
Between Ashtabula and Conneaut we fill(1 important gill-net grounds extending twenty-five 
mile from . bore. In spring the :ti bermen do not go farther thau twelve miles from shore, but in 
.·ummer they go to the outer limit of the ground, about twenty-five miles distant. Large quantities 
of wbitefi hand blue pike are taken on these grounds. The fishermen are well acquainted with 
the migrations of the different pecie. and follow them from hoal into deep water and vice versa. 
There fLre two seining r aclle at the mouth of Conneaut Harbor, which are visited for a short 
tilll in the pring and in . ·omc year a few day in at~tumn. 
'ON EA.U1: ~'OB FFALO.-~he fi bing-ground of Erie nxtend from about eight miles west of 
th 'Head ' to the we t rn part of tlie p nin ula encircling Erie Bay and pass in a northeasterly 
1iI c· iou th di tanc from b r Yarying from fi ur to fifteen miles according to the season. The 
<rr , t ·r 1> rti n of th fL bing i pro· cute 1 in from tw lye to ighteen fathoms of wa,ter. In the 
·1 ring th ti h om' from th, w • ·tward and tb o-r und arli t vi it cl ar we t of he'' Head," but 
th· 1J , fi ·hilio- i alwa ._, 11 rth-n rthea t of th m uth f th harbor aud about ten miles out. 
To ·on. icl n 1 > lll< ntity f wliit fi ·hi' tak ·11 within } nr mile of ·hor . Tb abundance of fl h 
011 th' • ri' -r rn 1. · i' tlJ u 1h in -r a in ·. 'I'll larg 't quantiti of whitefi h are taken in 
,ht11 ·: n l ,Jnly :.11H1 in th fall i on th mi<l<llP of rto r. L t r than thi:, rtmrntiti f pik ~ ar 
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taken in small-mesh nets, set three or four miles from shore. Pound-nets are not allowed nearer 
shore than three miles, · so that all fishing is done with gill· nets and hooks. 
' Many years ago Barcelona was the most important :fishing town on Lake Erie, but at present 
the grounds are almost entirely depleted. The grounds at Dunkirk were also famous for a long 
time, but ,ery little :fishing is prosecuted in that locality at present. 
23. LAKE ON~ARIO. 
There are no important fishing-grounds on the south shore of Lake Ontario between the Niagara. 
River and Port Ontario, and very little :fishing is carried on along this shore. The on~y important 
grounds are located at the east end of the lake and on the north shore within Canadian limits. 
There are small and unimportant gill-net grounds at Poultneyville, Fairhaven, Oak Orchard, 
Wilson, Braddock's Bay, Charlotte, and Cole's Landing, near Oswego, where a limited amount of 
fishing is carr~ed on, the products of which are principally for local consumption. A few smaH 
seines ~re also employed. aioug this stretch of coast for the same purpose. 
At Port Ontario the seining-grounds begin a mile and a half north of Salmon River and extend 
along the shore towards Sturgeon Point, a distance _ of about six miles. Outside are located the 
gill-net grounds, the nets being in from sixt.y to two hundred feet of water, and from one and a 
quarter to seven miles from land. 
Near Cape Vincent oi1e pound i8 located, set in about twenty feet of water, and at Bear Point 
there are two in eighteen feet. 
Along the entire shore from Port Ontario to Amherst Island, there are numerous gill-net 
grounds, famous localities being about the Duck Islands and Torch Islands, Long and Bear Points. 
This wl.10le stretcll of shore also furnishes suitable grounds for traps and fykes, some localities 
being particularly suited for bull-head :fishing-. Southwest of Point Peninsula there is a famous 
white-fish ground. Traps and fykes are set along the Saint Lawrence River, on the American 
sjde, for a considerable distance. 
Sacket's Harbor grounds are l:;!ituated about Black RiYer Bay, Chaumont Ba.J~, and iu the lake 
off Grenadier and Fox Islands, Stony Point, etc. The principal fishery, however, is located at I)uci{ 




GRA~HIO BASINS OF 
DISTRIBUTION OF FRESH-
SEVERAL HYDRO-IN THE 
THE UNITED STATES. 
BY DAVID S. JORDAN. 
The following collection of partial faunal lists has been prepared for the purpose of indicating 
the number of species of fishes suitable for food occurring in the several hydrographic basins of 
the United States. 
GEOGRAPHICAL LISTS OF THE INLAND FOOD-FISHES OF THE UNITED STATES. 
24. THE GREAT LAKES. 
Lota maculosa. Lawyer. 
Haploidonotus grunniens. · Sheep's-head. 
Percina caprodes. 
Perea americana. Yellow PercQ. Perch. 
Stizostedion canadense. Wall-eyed Pike. 
Stizostedion vitreum. Sauger. 
Roccus chrysops. White Bass. 
Micropterus salmoid~s. Black Bass. 
Coregonus Hoyi. Cisco. 
Coregonus nigripinnis. Blue-fin. 
Coregonus tullibee. 
Thymallus tricolor. Grayling. 
Salvelinus namaycush. Lake Trout. Mackinaw 
Trout. 
Salvelinus siscowet. Siscowet. 
Salvelinus fontinalis. Brook Trout. 
Micropterus · dolomiei. Small-mouth Black Hyodon tergisus. Moon-eye. 
Bass. 
Pomoxys sparoides. Bar-fish. 





Lepomis gibbosus. Common Sunfish. 
Esox nobilior. Muskellunge. 
Esox lucius. Pike. 
· Esox verniiculatus. 
Percopsis guttatus. 
Clupea vernalis. Saw Belly. 
Semotilus corporalis. 
Nocomis biguttatus. 
N otemigon us chrysoleucus. 
Notropis megalops. Shiner. 
Moxostoma carpio. 
Moxostoma macrolepido~um. Red Horse. 




Erimyzon sucetta. Creek-fish. 
Corcgonus quadrilateralis. 
fish. 
Menomonee White- Catostomus teres. Oommon Sucker. 
Coregonus labradoricus. 
Coregonus clupeiformis. Whitefish. 
Coregonus Artedi. Lake Herring. Cisco. 
Catostomus catostomus. Long-snouted Sucker. 
Carpiodes cyprinus. Carp Sucker. 
Ictalurus punctatus. Channel Cat. 
Amiurus nigricans. Great Lake Catfish. 
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Amiuru nata1i . 
Amiurn ,ulgaris. 
Amiurus nebulo us. Bull-head Catfish. 
miurus melas. "Bull-head. 
... .:rotnrn flan1s. 
Anguilla rostrata. Eel. 
Amia ca!Ya. Dogfish. 
Lepidosteus platystomus. Gar Pike. 
Lepidosteus osseus. Billfish. Gar Pike. 
Acipenser rnbicnndus. Sturgeon . 
25. THE LAKES OF MAINE. 
Lota rnaculo a. Eel-pout. 




Salvelinns namaycusb. ':rogue. Lunge. 
Salvelinus oquassa. Blue-back Trout. 




26. THE CONNECTICUT RIVER BASIN 
Lota macnlosa. Eel-pout. 
Perea americana. Perch. 
Lepomis auritus. Sunfish. 
Lepomis gibbosus. Sunfish. Roach. 
Esox reticulatus. Pickerel. 
Esox americanus. Pickerel. 
Salvelinus fontinalis. Trout. 
Semotilus bullaris. Chub. 
Notemigonus cbrysoleucus. Shiner. 
N otropis me gal ops. Dace. 
Erimyzon sucetta. Sucker. 
Catostomus teres. Sucker. 
Amiurus catus. Bull-bead. 
Anguilla rostrata. Eel. 
27. THE HUDSON RI.VER BASIN. 
Perea americana. Perch. Semotilus bullaris. Dace. Horned Dace. 
Lepomis auritus. Sunfish. N otemigonus chrJsolencus. Shiner. 
Lepomis gibbosus. Pumpkin Seed. Sunfish. Notropis megalops. Horned Dace. 
Roach. Erimyzon sucetta. Sucker. 
Esox reticulatus. Pickerel. 
Esox americanus. Brook Pickerel. 
Salvelinus fontinalis. Trout. 
Exoglossum maxillingua. 
Semotilus corporaHs. Dace. Horned Dace. 
Catostomus teres. Sucker. 
Amiurus catus. Bull-head. 
Anguilla rostrata. Eel. 
Acipenser oxyrh;ynchus. ~turgeon. 
28. THE DELAWARE RIVER BASIN. 
Perea americana. Perch. 
Rocco lineatus. Rockfi h. 
Roccus americauu . Whit Perch. 
M agoni tius cbretodon. Banded unfi h. 
Enneacantbu obe u , Sp tted unfi b. 
Enn acanthu imulan . 
par ide . Goggl -eye<l. P rcb. 
Esox reticulatus. Pike. 
E~ox americanus. Ditch Pike. 
Salvelinus fontinalis. Trout. 
Semotilus corporalis. Chub. 
Semotilus bullaris. Chub. 
N otemigonus chrysoleucus. Roach. 
Notropi megalops. Redfin. 
Er1myzon ucetta. Mullet. 
I uddy ato tomu tere . ucker. 
Amiuru a1bidu . 
miuru nebulo ·u . Catfish. 
nguilla ro trata. E l. 
eu. . ar Pjke. 
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29. THE SUSQUEHANNA RIVER BASIN. 
Perciua capro<les. 
Perea americana.. Perch. 
Lepomis auritus. Pumpkin 'Seed. 
Lepornis gibbosus. Pumpkin Seed. 
Esox reticulatus. Pike. 
Esox americanus. Pickerel. 
Salvelinus fontinalis. Trout. 
Semotilus corpora1is. Chub. 
Semotilus bullaris. Fall ffsh. 
N ocomis biguttatus. Horned Dace. 
Notemigouus chrysoleuC?us. Shiner. 
N otropis megalops. 
Exoglossum rriaxillingua. Cut-lips. 




Amiurus albidus. Catfish. 
Amiurus lophius. Catfish. 
Amiurus nebulosus. Catfish. 
Anguilla rostrata. Eel. 
Lepidosteus osseus. Gar. 
30. THE POTOMAC RIVER BASIN. 
Percina caprocles. N ocomis biguttatus. 
Notemigonus cbrysoleucus. Shiner. · 
N otropis megalops. 
1H5 
Perea americana. Perch. 
Pomoxys sparoides. 
Lepomis auritus. Bream. 
Lepomis gibbosus. 
l\foxostoma macrolepidotum. Mullet Sucker. 
Erimyzon sucetta. 
Esox reticulatus. Pike. 
Esox arnericamlS. Pickerel. 
Salvelinus fontinalis. Trout. 
Dorosoma Cepedianum. · Mud Shad. 





Amiurus albidus. · ·Catfish. 
Amiurus catus. Catfish. 
Amiurus lophius. Catfish. 
Anguilla rostrata. Eel. 
Lepidosteus osseus. Gar Pike. 
31. THE NEUSE RIVER BASIN. 
Perea americana. 











Salvelinus fontinalis. Trout. 
Dorosoma Cepedianum. 
Semotilus corporalis. 
N ocomis b~gut.tatus. 
Notemigouus americanus. 
N otropis megalops. 
Moxostoma macrolepidotum. 
Moxostorna crassilabre. 
Moxostoma cervinum. Jump Rocks. 
. Moxostoma album. 








Anguilla rostrata. Eel. 
Amia calva. Grindle. · 
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Sal relinus fontinalis. 
Dorosoma Cepedianum. 
Semotilus corporalis. 
:N ocomis biguttatus. 



























N otemigonus americanus. 
Moxostoma cervinum. 








34. THE SAINT JOHN'S RIVER BASIN. 
Micropterus salmoides. Trout. 
Centrarchus macropterus. 
Pomoxys sparoides. Speckled Perch. 
Chamobryttus gulosus. Warmouth Perch. 
Lepomis punctatus. Ohinquapin Perch. 
Lepomis auritus. Red-bellied Perch. 
Lepomis pa.Uidn . 001 perhead Bream. 
Lepomi Holbrooki. 
L pomi gibbo u . Br ID. 
E ox reticulatu . Jack. 
L 1 ido 't u. ar ik . 
, n. : fi h run up tb riv r f: r a 
Dorosoma Cepedianum. Stink Shad. 
Notemigonus americanus. Silrnr-fish. 
Erimyzon Goodei. Sucker (Goode's Sucker). 





Amiurus erebennu . Spe ·kled Oat (Goode's Oat). 
Anguilla rostrata. Eel. 
rnia calm. Mud:fi. h. 
ra ki lt wut r. 
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35. THE CHATTAHOOCHEE RIVER BASIN. 
Micropterus salmoides. 
Micropterus Dolomiei. 



















36. THE ALABAMA RIVER BASIN. 
Haploidonotus grunniens. Drum. 
Percina caprodes. 
Stizostedion vitreum. 
















N otemigonus chrysoleucus. 

















37. THE MISSISSIPPI RIVER ~ASIN. 
a. THE LOWER MISSISSIPPI. 
• 
Haploidonotus grunniens. Gaspergou. 
Percina caprodes. 
Stizostedion vitreum. "Salmon." 
Roccus chrysops. White Bass. 
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Hyodon tergisu . 
U yodon elenops. 
lupea cbrysocbloris. 
Doro oma Cepedianum. 
Semotilu corporalis. 
... -:rocomis biguttatus. 
~ otemigonus chrysoleucus. 
N otropis megalops. 
Moxostoma macrolepidotum. 
Moxostoma precilura. 





















Noturus flavus. _ ·
Anguilla rostrata. 
Amia ca.Iva. Johnny-grindle. 
Lepidosteus spatula. Alligator Gar. 
Lepidosteus platystomus. Duck-bill Gar. 
Lepidosteus osseus. Long-nosed Gar. 
Polyodon spathula. Paddle-fish. 
Scaphirhynchops platyrhynchus. Shovel- nose 
Sturgeon. 
Acipenser rubicundus. Sturgeon. 
• b. THE UPPER MISSISSIPPI. 
Lota maculosa. Ling. Percopsis guttatus. 
Haploidonotus grunniens. Sheep's-head, White Coregonus Artedi. Cisco. 
Perch. Black Perch. Drum. Salvelinus fontinalis. Trout-; 
Percina caprodes. Hyodon alosoides. 
Percaamericana. Yellow Perch. Ringed Perch. Hyodon tergisus. Moon Eye. Toothed Herring. 
Stizostedion canadense. Clupea chrysochloris. Skipjack. 
Stizosteclion vitreum. · Salmon. Wall-eye Pike. Clupea sapidissima. Shad. 
Roccus cbrysops. White Bass. Dorosoma Cepedianum. Hickory Sbacl. Giz-
Roccus interruptus. Yellow Bass. zard Shad. 
:Micropterus salmoides. Black Bass. Semotilus corporalis. Chub. 
Micropterus Dolomiei. Black Bass. Nocomis biguttatus. Horny-head. 
Pomoxys sparoides. Calico Bass . . Tin-mouth. N_otemigonus chrysoleucus. 
Pomoxys annularis. Crappy. Notropis megalops. Shiner. 
Ambloplites rupestris. Goggle Eye. Quassilabia lacera. Hare-lip Sucker. 
Chrenobryttu anti tiu . Bigmouth Sunfi h. Placopharanx carinatus. 
Lepomis cyanelln . Moxostoma macrolepidotmn. Red Horse. 
Lepomi pallidu . Common Sunfi h. 
L p mi ~ megalot" . Long-ear Sunfi h. 




potted .Minytrema melanops. Spo~ted Sucker. 
Erimyzon ucetta. Sweet Sucker. 
Cato tomus nigricans. Hog Sucker. 
Cato tomu tere . White Sucker. 
Cato tomu cato ·tomu . 
Cycl 1>.tu elongatu . Mi ·omi Sucker. Blne-fi b. 
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Carpiodes cyprinus. Spear Back. Quill Back. Arninrus nigricans. Mississippi -Cat. Blue-Cat. 
Oarpiodes carpio. White Carp. Carp Sucker. Fulton Oat. 
Ictiobus bubalus. Stub Nose. Sucker Mouth. Amiurus rnelas. 
River Buffalo. Black Carp. Slough Buffalo. Leptopsolivaris. Yellow Cat. Goujon. Ba.shaw. 
Buffalo fish. N oturus fl.av us. Stone Cat. 
Ictiobus urns. Stub Nose. Sucker Mouth. River Anguilla rostrata. Eel. 
Buffalo. Black Carp. Slough Buffalo. Mon- Amia calva. Dogfish. 
grel Buffalo. Lepidosteus spatula. Alligator Gar. Duck 
Ictiobus cyprinella. Stub Nose. Sucker Mouth. Bill. 
Rtver Buffalo. Black Carp. Slough Bnffalo. Lepidosteus platystomus. Short-nose Gar. 
Red-mouth Buffalo. Lepidosteus osseus. Long-nose Gar. . Billy 
Ictalurus furcatus. Chuckle-head Cat. Gar. 
Ictalu~us punctatus. Channel Cat. Polyodon spatula. Spoon Bill. Paddle-fish. 
Amiurus ponderosus. Big Cat. Duck-bill Oat. 
Amiurus natalis. 
Amiurus vulgaris. 
Scaphirhynchops platyrhynchus. White Stur-
geon. Shovel-nose Sturgeon. 
Amiurus nebulosus. Cat-fish. 
pout. Bqllpout. 
Eastern· Bull- Acipenser rubicundus. Black Sturgeon. Stone 
Sturgeon. 
c. THE OHIO RIVER. 
Haploidonotus grunniens. Nocomis biguttatus. Horned Chub. 
Percina caprodes. N otemigonus chrysoleucus. 
Stizostedion canadense. N otropis megalops. 
Stizostedion vitreum. Black Salmon. White Quassilabia lacera. 
Salmon. Placopharanx carinatus. 
Roccus chrysops. White Bass. Bachelor Moxostoma, carpio. Red Horse. 
Perch. Moxostoma macrolepidotum. Red Horse. 
Micropterus salmoides. Black Bass. Green l\foxostoma aureolum. Mullet. 
Bass. Moxostoma anisura. 
Micropeterus Dolomiei. Black Bass. · Moxostoma velatum. 
Minytrema melanops. 
Erimyzon sucetta. Sucker. 
Pomoxys sparoides. 
Pomoxys arinularis. 
A.mbfoplites rupestris. Rock Bass. Goggle Catostomus nigricans. Sucker. 
Eye. Red eye. 
Lepomis cyanellus. Sri.nfish. 
Lepomis pallidus. Sunfish. 
Lepomis megalotis. Sunfish. 
Catostomus teres. Sucker. 
Cycleptus elongatus. Missouri Sucker. Gourd-
seed Sucker. 
-Carpiodes cyprinus. Carp Sucker. Quill-back. 
Esox ver;rnieulatus. Carpiodes carpio. Carp Sucker. 
Salvelinus fontinalis. Ictiobus cyprinel1a. Red-mouth Buffalo. 
Hyodon alosoides. Ictiobus urns. Mongrel Buffalo. 
Hyodon tergisus. Tooth Herring. Ictiobus bubalus. Buffalo. 
Clt~pea sapidissima. Sea Shad. Potomac Shad. Ict~lurus furcatus. 
Clupea chrysochloris. Skipjack. Ohio Her- Ictalurus punctatus. Blue or Channel Cat. 
ring. 
Dorosoma Cepedianum. Hickory Shau. 
Semotilns corporalis. Chub. Silversides. 
A.miurus nigricans. Mississippi Cat. 
Amiurus natalis. Yellow Cat. 
Amiurus nebulosus. Bull-head Oat. 
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Amiurus xanthocephalus. 
.A.miurus melas. 
Leptops olivaris. Mud Cat. 
Noturus flavus. 
Lepidosteus platystomus. Short-nose Gar-fish. 
Lepidosteus osseus. Gar Pike . 
Polyodon spatula. Spoon-bill Cat. 
Anguilla rostrata. Black Eel. Yellow Eel. 


























N oco~is biguttatus. 
N otemigonus chrysoleucus. 
N otropis megalops. 
Haploidonotus grunniens. 
Percina caprodes. 
Micropterus salmoide . 
Lepomis cyanellu . 
L pomis pallidus. 
L pomi m galoti . 
Acipenser rubicundus. Red Sturgeon. 







· Catostomus retropinnis. 
Catostomus catostomus. 
Cycleptus elongatns. 

























Amiurus natali . 
nguilla ro. trata. 
L pido t us o eu . 
"' , I hirhynch p pl , tyrhyuchu . 




































40. THE SACRAMENTO RIVER BASIN. 




















43. TABLE SHOWING THE GEOGRAPHICAL DISTRIBUTION OF THE RIVER FOOD-FISHES. 
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- - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Lota maculosa.................... x . . . . x . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . x 
Haploidonotus grunniens. . . . . . . . . x ·••• •••••••••••.••••.••..••.•••••••.•••.•••• X 





















.1 0 ~ -~ ,!<I 
p ce "C 
~ 
.0 
H o:l ] g i.. ~ ~ 1 
0 
o:l 0 
r:tJ. 0 w 0 
- - - -
X •••. •••. •••• •••. 
X ••••.••.• · ••••••. 
X X .•.......••...•. 
Perea americana . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . x 
Stizostedion canadense . . . . . . . . . . . x 
XX XX XX x ... · . ..... . .................... x 
•••· ··· · ·• · · ·••· ··•· ·••· ·••· ·••· ·•·· ··•· •••• ·•·· .•••.••• X X X •••• •••.•••.•••• 
vitreum . . . . . . . . .. . . . x . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . x x . . . . x 
Ro~~us ~:::r:~1~:~;·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·_·_·:::: -~·- :::f :: :::: :::: :::f :: :::: :::: :::: :::: :::: :::: : ···· x X X .••.••• . .••• •···1 X X •••.•••••••. , .••. 
X , ••••••••••••• ···I· ... 
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Table showing tlte geographical distribuUon, of the river food-fishes-Continued . 
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- - - - - - ---- - - - - - - - - - - -
Micropterus salmoides ...... . . . . . . x . • • . . . • . . • • . . • • . . . _ .. _ .. x x x X X X X X X X X 
Dolomiei. . ---. - ..... - x _ ...... . _ .. . .... __ .. _ . . . . . . . . . . . x X X 
X X 
X X X ••••••• • •••••••• 
Centrarchus ma crop terns ... ....... ... _.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . x x x X X ............................... . 
Pomoxys sparoides .. -. . . . . . . . . . . . x _ . _ . . • . . . . • . x _ . . . x x x x x x x •x X X 
annularis .. -.. ---. ---.. - . ... .. . : . ... _ ... _ •.. _ .. . _.. . x .•• _ .• • . _ •• _ . • • . x __ • . . • • . x x x .... _ ••. _ ••. _ • • _ 
Archoplites interruptus ......... . _ . . .. ...... ..... _ ... _. _ . . _ . . _ ... · ... . __ . _ . __ . _ ... _ ... _ .. .. . . _ . .. ... _ .. _ . .. _ .. __ .. x . _ • . 
Ambloplites rupestris .. . . . . . . . . . . x .....•. ...• .. . _ . • . x .......... _. x x X .... X X X .... 
Chrenobryttus gulosus . .. .......... .. . . · .... .' ....... .... _ .. _. . . x x x x x x X •• •• •••• ••••••••••• • •••••••••••• 
antistiL1s . . . . . . . . . . x ... ..... ... ........... .............. ......... ... . .. .. __ . _ •• . X ....... ... . ...... .. . 
Acantharcbns pomotis .... ... .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. x . • • . .. • x· 
Lepomis cyanellus . . . . .. . . . . . . . . .. x . • . . . .. , . . • . . . . . . . . . . . _ . • ........... . ....... X X X ...... .. ....... . 
" punctatus ...................... . _ ... . .. . . .. .. _. • ...... . .... X ...... . . X 
miniatus ................ _ ...... , ........... . .. .. • ... . ........... X 
auritus .................. -. .. X X X X X X X X X X X X 
pallidus .. .... ... .- ....... x X • - • • .• • . ••• X X X 
megalotis .... ... . ..... ·.. x .••. _ ••.• _ • . 
Holbrooki ..... . ........ ... . .. .. _ . .• . . __ . . . . . . . . . _ . .. _ . . . . . . . . . . . x 
notatus ... .. ............ . . . 
X ... ... . 
gibbosus .. . . . .. .. . . . . . . . X X )( X X X X 
Hysterocarpus Traski. ....... . . _. 
Esoxnobilio; ..... . ...... ... ..... · ~· · ~:: :: : : ::: : :::· ::: : ··· · ... .. .. . : :: : :::: · · ·· ···· .... ···· · ··· 
" lucius ........ ....... . · .. __ ... x . . . . . . . . . • • . · • .. · · · · .. • · · · -- · ·.. x 
" reticulatus ........... . . . . ... -. . . . . . . X X X X X X X •• x .. .. x . . . . x ... ~· . .• . - ....... ' X 
" vermiculatus. . . .. . . . . . . . . . .. x _ .• . . _- ... · . • . 
X . ... X 
americanus. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .. _ x x x x 
Percopsis guttatus ... .. . . . . .. .. . . . x 
Coregonns quadrilateralis .... .. _. x X .. ..... . ..... .. 
.... •••• .. .. .... .... ••• • . ... I ............. ::::::: ::·::i:: :::::: X 
labradoricns . . . . . . . . . . x X .. .. ............... . ....... .. ................. .. . . . . 
clupeiformis ...... _ . . . x . • • . • ..... ... _ .• ••..•• . 
Williamsoni .... _ .... : .. . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . .. : : : : : : : r : : : : : : : : : : : ·: : . : :. :  .: : .: : .: : .. x. 
Artedi .............. .. x .. ...... _. .. . . .. . •• . .... .... x 
Hoyi ............. ... .. x .................. . . ...... .. ...... . ... . ...... . . ~ .. .... .... . . .. 
nigripinuii:; . . .. .. . . . . . . x . .•. .. . . .•.. . __ . . • • . . ... . ... . _ .. .....•• 
tullibee _ ... _ . . . . . . . . . . x .• •.. __ . . . . . . •• . ... .. ....••..• _. 
Thymallus tricolor ............ . . . x .••..••..••.•• • ..• • . .••..•• .. ••. :::: :::: ·••· ........ ···- .... • • • .. ...... . .......... . 
.... •• •• • •• . .. .. X 
X X 
.... X X 
X X X X 
X X 
--. - -- . . -- . - - .. . . - - . . - - . 
X X 
X . ..... .. 
X X 
X X X .. . .. .. ...... .. . 
X .... X ... .. .. . ... .. .......... .. .. . 
X X X ................ . 
~-lopbnrodon conoccpbalu .... ... .. . . _. _ .. . _. . x x x x x x x x x ...... ......... . 
Mylo biln. ·aurin ...... . .. .. . · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · .. · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · - - · · · · · - . · · · · . . . x 
Po,,onichthysma-rolc·pidotua . . :: :::: :::~ : :: : .... ···· · ··· ·· · ·'· ·· · ···· · ·· · ·· · · ·· ·· ··· · · ·· · ··-- .... -··· ·· · .. . x x 
• mo ilu rorporali .............. x ' .. ...... ·~·· ·~-· · ·x· · ·~·· · ~·- .... ·~- · :::: :::: -~·· : ~·· :: :. · ~· · ···· · · ·- ···· x 
'.'.'· ;~:.;•:;::~~~::::: ::: :: : :_ J :~ :~ :~· . ~- : ~: :: r:: :::: : ::: :: : : :: :: , ; . ~·· :: : 
~~-,·~~-·:;",~;·:;,.:,~· .. ·:1 ll ; <;,: \\:: ·:i: :j; :- :-: :::, :: I:: ·~· 
• 
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Table showing the geographical distribution of the river food-fishe8-Continued. 
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A ·a ·s. 
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<.) .Cl 0 ~ A ~ ·ci 
C!) 0 ~ ce 
C!) 
C!) ~ i:i .... i ~ 0 '@ ~ ~ 
C!) 
1 .... ,lad 0 C'd C'd ~ <l) A 1-:, ~ .... .... p 'O ~ Cl $ C!) 0 1 p s § -<" Cl .... H C'd p rf1 C!) -<" .0 C!) 0 C!) ~ .... C!) C!) A 'O O' _£ p ] ~ A ~ C'd ~ 0 :fl A 1J ~ .... ~ ~ 0 p C!) ~ 0 C!) ·2 ..q :;i 0 t ~ ~ 0 'o t:tj ~ ~ C'd E-i E-i 0 A r:n. p.. w.. w. w. 0 H 0 r:n 0 r:n 0 
- - -- - - - - - - ---- - -- - - - - - - - - -
N otemigonus americanus . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..... ·. . x x '· x x . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . • . . . . . . . •• .. •..... ... •. 
Squalins gibbosus .................. ~ ................. . ... .. ..... _- ........ - . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . x ... . 
atrarius . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . x ..........•. 
1·homaleus . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... '. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . x . . . . . ...... . 
niger....... ... . . .... .. . . . . . . . . . . .. . . .... . . . . .... . . . . . .. . . ... . ... . . . . . . . . .. .. ... . .. . ..•. . . . . . . . . . .. . x .....••. 
pandora ..............................•....................•.......• . ........... . x .•• . .••..••..•...••........ . 
X 
X 
Gila robusta ............ · ................. .. .. . 
" Grahami ...•.•...........................•..................... .. .. . 
eJegans. . • . . . . . • • . • . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . x 
Ptychochilus oregonensis ......... . .............•.......................... ·.. . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. x x 
Harfordi. ............................... -...... _. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . • . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . x 
lucius............... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . x .•• 
N otropis megalops . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . x X X X X X X X ••••.••. ••• . ••• •• X X • ••. X 
X ••• 
N otropis Storerianus ....... ·. . . . . . . x ---· .......... .... ... ---- ---· ... . .... - -· · ---· ....... . 
Exoglossum maxillingua.......... . . . . . . . . . . . . x . . . . . • • . x .•... · •....•..••...•..... 1 , •••• 
Lavinia exilicauda............ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ...... .... . 
Orthoclon microlepidotus...... . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 
X •••. 
..Acrochilus alutaceus ...•................................. . .. 
Qnassilabia lacera................ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . -- .. 
Placopharanx carinatus .................. . .•.......... · · · 
X X ••• . ••••.••.•••• X 
X X 
Moxostoma carpio ................ . x •••.••••.••••••••••.•••• X 
X ................... . 
macrolepidotum . . . . . . x . • • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . x x •••• X X x .... X X X .... X 
aureolum .. .. . . . . .. .. . x . : . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . .. x x 
crassilabre .. : . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Y • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • x x 
anisura ................... ......... ...... .. .. . ................... .. ......... J . .. .. x .. .. 
precilura . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ...... ·. ~. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. x x . • • . . ... ... . . ... . .. ..... \ .. . 
albidum ................................ -............ . - . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . x .••..•...••. 
cervinum . ..... . ..... .. ..... ... .................. x x x .. . . ...... ..••. 
album................ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . x. x 
vela.tum . . . . . . . . . . . . . . x . . . . . . . . . . . . . • • . . • • . . . . . x x 
coregonns . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . x 
papillosum. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . x x 
)( •••• X 'X •••••• • •••• ••••••••• 
X •••.•••••••.••••••••.•••• •• .• •• • X 
Minytrema melanops . . . . . . . . . . . . . x .......... .. ......•. · . . . . . . . . x . • • . . . . . . . . . x x X X •••• • ••• ·••• • ••• •• •• 
Erimyzon sucetta....... . . . . . . . . . . x x x x x x X X . ••. . ••• X XX X X • •••••••••• . 
Goodei . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. X X ....................... . 
Ohasmistes liorus. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... .. ..... . • •• ••••••• • • •• •••• • .•• •••••••••.•••• X .•••••• •••••• 
Catostomus nigrica.ns... ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . x x X • •• • . • •. X . ••..•• ;. X X X • •• . 
Clarki ........................................... .. • ........... . ... ..... .. ..... X 
insignis .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . · · · · X •••• •. ·t 
cypho ... . .......... ........ . ....... . · · · · · · · . · · · · · · ............................... . .... X 
fecundus . .................. .. ... ... . . ............................... •••• ............ X • •• 
tores. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . X X X X X X X X X X xx .... xxx ............... . 
ardens............... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . x .....•...• .. 
=~:::::::::: ~: ::t :: ::: :: ::: :: ::: ::: .::: :: :: :: :: ::: ~: ~ :: ::: ~: ': 
retropinnis . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . x . ••..••. •••..• •. 
latipinnis . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ...... . .' ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . x 
disco bolus ... . .. ......................................... · .. .. .......... ....... ... . X ••• . X 
Pantosteusgenerosus ...... . ...... .. .......................... . ............................ x ............ x x 
Cycleptus elongatus ........................ . ..... ... ... . .. .. ". . . . . . . . . . • • . . . . . . . . . x x x x x x .• •.. ........••. 
Carpiodes cyprinus ....... : .... . .. x . ............... x ........... .. .......... . ........ x x x x ............... . 
" Carpio . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . .. . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . X X •••••••••••••••••••• 
Ictiolrn.sbubalns ...................... ... : .... ... ... ...................... .. ...... x · x 
llfllS. • . . • . • • • • • . • . • • • . • • . . . • . . • • • . • • . . • • . . • • • • • • . . • • . • • • • . • • . . • • . . • • . . • • . X 
cyprinclla...... . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . x 
Ictalurus furcatus ........ .......... ....... . . ....................... . .. . 





X .X X ••••••••.••.•••. 
X X .•••••• . .••. • ••• 
X X ••••••• .••••• ••• 
X X X •••••••••••••••••••• 
X X X X •••••••••••••••• 
• 
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Table showing the geographical distribution of the river food-fishes-Continued. 
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.Amiurus lupus ................................•..... ~ .....•..................•. . ........ 
niveiventris ....................................... x ........ x .......... · .. . : .. :::: :::: :::: :::: :::: :::: :::: 
albidus ............................... . x x x .••......•............•.......•......•....•......••..•...•.. 
Jophius ...... ...... ..... ... .... .... . ... .. .. x X ••••••••••••••••••••••••••.•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
ponderosus . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . x x .• _ . . • . . . __ . . • . . . . _ . 
nigricans . . . . . . . . . . . . . . X • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • X • • • • • . • • X • • • • X X X •••••••••••••••• 
erebennus...... . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . x ..•..• ~ _ .••..•...•. . . __ ..••..• _ .. _. _ .•... __ _ 
natalis . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . X •• - • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • X • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • X X X X X X •••••••••••••••• 
vulgaris....... .. • . . . • • x .....••..................••...........•. _ .• • . . _.. x . • •. . . . . x .................•.. 
nebulosis............... X X X X X X X X •••••••••••••••••••••••••• - • . X X •••••• •••••••• •••••• 









X ........... . ... . 
platycephalus ...•........................... _ .. . .. . x x ......• . .•... _ ...••. ___ .. _. _ • __ .. ___ . _ •.• __ . 
brunne?-s- ................................... -~. . . . . . . . . x x .• _. x .•.. ___ . .• _ .•••.. __ . __ •.. ___ . _ . . • __ .• __ . 
Leptops olivaris ................... __ .. _ ........... __ ... , .. . _ ...... __ ....... _. . . . . . . . . x x x x • __ . ___ . _. _ ..• _ 
Notnrua flavus. .. . .. . . .. . . . ..•.... x .••. .••..• ...••. . ....••. • •• ..••.•• _. . • • . . • • . . •• . x x x x _ ....••.•••.•••. 
Anguilla rostrata ............... - . X • • • • X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X • • • • • • • • • • • . • ••• 
.Amiacalva...... ...... ...... ... . . . X • • • . . • • . • • • • . • • . . • • . •• •. X X X X X X 
X X X 
Lepidoateus spatula 
platysto~~-s·::::::::: . ~-. : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : x 
X •••• •••• • •• . 
X 
osseus ... - . . . . . . . . . . . X • • • • • • • • • • • • X X X •• - • X X X X X X 
::~~~::~:~~:~:};;~;~~~~~;:: :::: :::: :::: :::: :::: :::: :::: :::: :::: :::: :::: :::: :::·: : 
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O0EAN ~rEMPERATURES OF THE EASTERN COAST OF THE UNITED STATES, 
FROM OBSERVATIONS MADE AT TWENTY-FOUR LIGHT-HOUSES AND 
LIGHT-SHIPS. 
[With thirty-two charts.] 
By RICH.A.RD RATHBUN. 
INTRODFCTION. 
Temperature has long been recognized as having an· important influence upon the general 
movements of fishes, and especially of those species that migrate periodically from one region to 
another. The salmon, shad, and alewives ascend the rivers in the spring, and at about the same 
time large schools of mackerel and menhaden approach the coast from the direction of the Gulf 
Stream, and, to some extent at least, work northward as the season advances. Cod are abundant 
near shore only during the colder months, while lobsters retreat into deeper water at the begin-
ning of winter, and return again in the spring. Whatever may be the impelling power that 
incites these and other species to change their grounds at stated periods, whether the necessity of 
seeking new sources of food or more congenial waters for the p_urposes of breeding, it has gener-
ally been observed that their migrations coincide more or less closely with certain changes in 
temperature, and the latter, therefore, appears to exert a controlling or restraining influence upon 
their movements. Until recently, however, very little has been published respecting the precise 
rel_ations of temperature to fish migrations, and the subject is but little understood. 
In a history of the menhaden, published in 1879,* Mr. G. Brown Goode discusses the water 
temperatures taken at several stations along the Atlantic coast of the United States for a period 
of three years, in connection with such information as was then obtainable respecting the move-
ments of menhaden during their spring migrations. In prefacing this subject, M.r. Goode remarks 
that "the date of the earliest appearance of the schools of menhaden at any given ·point upon 
the coast corresponds very closely with that of the arrival of scup, shad, bluefish, and other of 
the non-resident species. It depends primarily upon the temperature of the water, [and the 
departure of the schools] is regulated by the same causes. At the approach of settled warm 
weather the schools make their appearance in the coast water-s. They remain in the .bays and 
near the shores until they are warned away by the breath of coming winter. The date of their 
appearance is earlier in the more southern waters, and the length of t.heir sojourn longer. It is 
manifest.ly impracticable [from the data he then possessed] to give anything but approximate 
dates to indicate the time of their movements. In fact, the comparison of two localities, distant 
apart 100 or 200 miles, would indicate very little. When wider ranges are compared there 
becomes perceptible a proportion jn the relations of the general averages. There is always a 
balance in favor of earlier arrivals at the more southern localities. Thus it becomes apparent 
11 The Natural and Economical History oft-ho American Menhaden, by G. Brown Goode. U.S. Commission of 
Fish and Fi heries. Report of the Commissioner £or 1877, Appendix A, 529 pp., 31 plates. Washington, 1879. 
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that the fir t chooh; appear in Chesapeake Bay in March and April, on the coast of New ~e~·sey 
in April and early May, and on the south coast of New England in late April and May, off Cape_ 
Ann about the middle of May, and in the Gulf of Maine about the latter part of May and the 
fir t of J uue. Returning, they leave Maine in late September and October; Massachusetts in 
October, November, and December; Long Island Sound and vicinity in November and December: 
Che apeake Bay in December, and Cape Hatteras in January. Farther to the south tbey appear 
to remain more or less constantly throughout the year." · 
In his concluding remarks the same writer states that "these facts [which he sets forth in 
considerable detail] appear to indicate that under ordinary circumstances the menhaden prefers a 
temperature of 600 to 70° Fahrenheit. When the rising temperature of spring has passed the 
limit of 500 to 510, the fish are certain to appear, and when the falling temperature of autumn 
reaches that point, their departure is equally sure, though a few individuals may linger in waters 
not congenial to them. The opposite limit seems to be markeu by the line of 80° or perhaps 75°. 
An easterly or northerly wind, lowering tempora.rily the surface temperature, causes the schools 
to sink below the surface. The chill of night also drives them down. These conclusions are not 
to be regarded as final. The movements of the fish about Cape Hatteras are very puzzling) and 
need to be interpreted by a series of careful temperature observations:" 
More recently similar comparisons of water temperatures have been made by Col. l\farsllall 
1\:IcDonald with respect to the shad and river herrings or alewfres,* the observations he makes 
use of being relatively more extensive than was the case in Mr. Goo<l.e's studies of the menhaden; 
His observations are restrictetl to the Chesapeake B::iy r~gion, with special reference to the Poto-
mac River, and are accompanied by instructive diagfitms, on which the relations of temperature to 
the abundance of the two species of herring and the shad are graphically represented. 
His final conclusions are as follows: "The diagram showing fluctuations of water temperature 
in the Chesapea.ke Bay region furnishes very interesting and suggestive data for discussion. 
During the winter months the water temperatures on the ocean plateau, outside of the capes, is 
higher than that of Chesapeake Bay or the Potomac River. Tbe latter part of February or early 
in March the temperature of the bay waters rises above that of the ocean waters outside. Coincident 
with this the shad make tlleir appearance in the Chesapeake an<l. are taken in the pounds which 
are set in salt-water along the shores of the bay. · About the :first of April the -temperature of the 
. water in the Potomac River rises above the temperature of the water in the bay. Coincident with 
this is the beginning of the shad season in the river. The lesson taught by the diagram is that shad 
do not enter our rivers to spawn until the temperature of the river waters is higher than that of the 
alt-water from which they come. Should the waters of either the Potomac or Susquehanna continue 
during the season at a lower temperature than those of the bay, we would have no run either of 
shad or glut herring during the season." 
Our object in prefacing this introuuction with the above extracts from two of the most 
important contribution on the subject of water temperatures in their relation to the migration 
of fl hes, ha. been to give a practical illu tration of the great value of such studies, which ha,ve 
b en trangely neglected by inve tigator . With re pect to t.be oceanic species, there are, of 
n ce ity, many difilcultie , some of them insurmountable, in tbe way of obtaining observations, 
a permanent tation for that purpo e must be located mo tly on or very near the coast, while 
he larger chool of fi he often remain ome di tance from the land. River stations for observ-
• The • ha.d-Olupea sapidi8sima, by far hall McDonald. The Fisheries and Fishery Industries of the Unit~d 
• tat , by Georg Br wn Goo and a staff of ociate . ction I: Natural Hi tory of Aquatic Animals, pp. 594-607, 
pl• 21 ~1;- - ?• hinff on. 1 t Al in Repor nit d tate Com mi ion r of Fieh and Fisherie for 1 3 (1885), 
p. 1 l, pl. 1. 
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ing water temperatures conjointly with the migrations of fishes . can be readily established,- and 
excellent opportunities for good work in this direction are afforded by all the larger rivers of our 
country. 
The practical value as well as scientific importance of investigations of this character, in their 
bearing upon· many of our most extensive sea and inland fisheries, has been fully recognized bl 
the U. S. Fish Commissioner, and in all the explorations ~arried on under bis direction the 
observation of water temperatures bas been made a conspicuous feature. Unfortunately, the 
field work of the Fish Commission is, necessarily, limited to a comparatively short season in each 
year, during which operations have., for the most part, been confined within narrow areas, chang-
ing more or less from year to year, or have been extended irregularly from place to place, depend-
ent upon the movements of tbe steamers. The temperature observations made by the Commission 
do not, therefore, form continuous series sufficiently complete in themselves for detailed compari-
son with the movements of fishes during an entire season of their migrations. . In order to supple-
ment and extend this class of investigations with reference to the surface waters and surface 
schooling fishes, the co-operation of the U. S. Light-House Board ~nd U. S. Signal Service was 
obtained, and for a number of years past continuous series of observations have been taken at 
some sixty stations belonging to these two services, distributed along the eutire Atlantic and 
Gulf coasts of the United States from Eastern l\Iaine to Southern Texas. 
In this report we have given the temperature results of the light-house stations only, reserv-
ing those of the Fish Commission and Signal Service for a future one. Most of the light-house 
stations form a series which can well be considered apart froni the others, all of the stations here 
included being located on exposed portions of the coast, while those of the Signal Service are 
mostly situated in inclosed ba-ys or harbors. A few of the light stations are, however, in similar 
situations to those of the Signal Service and will be considered with them. Before describing J.be 
positions and relations of the station~, it may be best to note briefly the character of observations 
required for application to the problem of fish migrations. 
While general temperature results are of much interest, it is ·evident that they are totally 
inadequate to explain the varying movements of fishes. The changes in temperature from day 
to day and from season to season must be studied in great detail in order to ascertain their pre-
cise influence in regulating the arrival, progress, and departure of the schools. If mackerel 
appeD,r at au earlier date in one year than in another, is· that earlier appearance accompanied by _ 
a more rapid rise in temperature, If more abundant or more widely distributed during one season 
than another, is it due to warmer temperatures covering a wider area than usual, or to other 
causes¥ Answers to these questions are to be sought in a better understanding of the conditions 
of temperature along o_ur coast, although it cannot be denied tbat other subjects, such as the dis-
tribution and abundance of food, and the influence of the winds and currents, need to be con-
sidered in the same connection. In order to make this precise study of the temperatures it is 
necessary to establish numerous stations at successive points along the course . followed by the 
fishes in their migrations. These statious should be located at a sufficient distance from the coast 
to be beyond the intJuence of local conditions, and at such an ideal series of observing posts the 
determination of the relations of temperature to fish migrations would be simply a question of 
time, but unfortunately it is impossible to locate many such stations, aud inferior ones have to be 
selected to complete the series. Observations should be made continuously throughout each 
season of migrations for several succ~ssive years, and by this means many parallel series of 
records would be obtained suitable for the work of comparison. 
In this report we have to do only with the surface temperature of the waters immediately 
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bordering the coast, considered also in their relations to the temperature of the air. The outside 
light stations selected for taking the observations are twenty-four in number, and represent tile 
entire eastern coast of the United States from Southern Florida to Eastern Maine. As enumer-
ated and described below, it will be noticed that some are light-ships anchored off the land, while 
others are light-houses, situated on islands or on the main coast. Those of the first class are 
infinitely better located for temperature purposes than either of the others. At most of the 
stations observations were begun as early as 1878, but prior to 1881 so many breaks occurred in 
the records that it has been found inexpedient to make use of any of the data relating to the first 
three years. This report, therefore, covers a period of only five years, from 1881 to 1885, inclu-
sive. Although the depths at the different stations vary greatly, ranging from a few feet to 18 
fathoms, it was thought advisable to have the observations cover the bot~om as well as the sur-
face waters, but the former having been entirely neglected at nearly every station, no reference is 
made to bottom temperatures on tll;e following pages. 
The record blanks supplied to the light-house stations call for the following observations: 
Depth of water where the observations are taken, at mean low tide; time of observations, which 
are to be made twice each da,y at the first high water and first low water after 7 a. m.; tempera-
ture of the water at the surface a11d at the bottom, and by exposing the thermometer in the open 
air; direction and force of the-wind, and state of the sky at the time of taking the temperature 
observations; occurrence and duration of rain or snow; occurrence and movements of any kinds of 
fish, singly or in schools, especially menhaden, herring, cod, mackerel, swordfish, horse-mackerel, 
bluefish, &c., and also of seals or whales. 
As the observations are taken at the first high water and first low water after 7 a. m., they 
are not made at the same time every day, but generally fall within the twelve hours following 7 
a. m., or between 7 a. m. and 7 p. m. Should the time for taking the first observation come 
immediately after 7 a. m., the second observation would, be made soon after noon. As, in some 
places, there is considerable diff:'erence between the temperature of the water at high tide and low 
tide, this method of regulating the hours of observation appeared to afford the most satisfactory 
µieans of equalizing results. As elsewhere explained, the temperature observations were limited 
at most stations to the surface water and the air. Observations respecting the direction and. 
force of the wind, the state of the sky and the occurrence of rain were generally well kept, but 
the opportunities for observing the movements of fishes were not equally good at all stations, nor 
was it to be expected that a constant outlook would be maintained by volunteer observers already 
burdened with other and more important duties. Nevertheless many interesting and valuable 
records were macle in that line, although nothing of importance was learned respecti!'.lg the regu-
lar migratory movements. 
The thermometers employed were of two kinds, both of which were especially designed for 
taking water temperatures not only at the surface, but also in slight depths. During the first 
few years th stations were, upplied with the excellent pattern made for the Signal Service, and 
kin ly lent for the purpo e. These thermometers are inclosed in a stout bronze case, with nit-
abl opening for the entrance of water, and every instrument was carefully compared with a 
·tandard b fore befog ent out. From time to time the Signal Service thermometers have been 
1· plac d l>y a new and equally reliable patt rn, made by Charles Wilder, of Peterboro', N. II., for 
thi p ·cial kind of work, and at pre ·ent all the light-house observation are taken with these 
in, tru ent . The tube i prot cted i a ylindrical copper case, somewhat similar in corn,trnction 
to th t f th ignal r · c , but of larger ize. 11 in. truments are compared and none having 
rror r made u f. ca i nally, a om of the tation , when the r gu1ation tber-
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mometer bas accidentally been broken, the observations have been continued by means of a light- · 
house thermometer, or of one purchased at a neighboring town, pending the receipt of a new 
instrument, but such instances have been of rare occurrence and not likely to make any apl?rc-
ciable difference in the character of the records for the short periods involved. 
While the light keepers have not been specially trained in the methods of taking temperature 
observations, their monthly returns testify to their high grade of intelligence and to their great 
zeal in fulfilling these additional duties withoi1t ~xtra compensation. We are led to believe that 
their records contain comparatively few serious eriors for which they are directly responsible, 
excepting in those cases which will be explained hereafter; and that, in the main, their observa-
. tions have been conscientiously made and are deserving of . consideration. It is also worthy of 
comment that so extensive an undertaking as this should have been carried on successfully at so 
little expense and with so little friction. 
As above explained, detailed temperature observations rather than general results are essen-
tial for comparison in studying the migrations of the :fishes. For that reason the reductions plotted 
on the accompanying charts have been. made for comparatively short intervals, the entire year 
being divided into periods of ten days, each of which is equivalent to about one-third of a calen-
dar month. As two observations are made daily, the mean of each ten days is derived from twenty 
observations, and small errors are thereby practically eliminated. Each station i~ represen_ted by 
a chart on which the ten-day means of surface-water temperatures are given for each of the fiv& 
years from 1881 to 1885, inclusive, and the air temperatures from 1881 t·o 1883, inclusive. The 
method of representing the temperatures is by curves connecting the ten-day periods, as explained 
on the charts. .At the stations north _of Oape•Hatteras there were frequent indications of careless 
observation during exceedingly cold weather in the months of January and Febr1Jary, tlle ther-
mometer, at times, not being read, quickly enough after it bad been withdrawn from the water. 
As such readings would manifestly afford a lower mean temperature ·than the actual, it llas been 
deemed best to omit the records for those two months at the northern statious. At some of the 
shore stations the observations also show the effepts of local influences which render them inap ... 
plicable to thr, open waters of the coast; but special explanation of those stations is made further 0·11 •• . 
-In addition to the charts of ten-day means, there are also seven isothermal charts on wllich, 
the temperature observations at all the stations are combined, in order to afford more convenientr 
means of comparison. Five of these charts represent the separate years from 1881 to 1885, inclu-. 
sive, a sixth, the means of the same five years, and the final one, the relations of the air isotl.ierms. 
to the surface isotherms. The isotherms are plotted for every 50 of temperature, Fahrenheit, from 
40° to 80°, inclusive. The isotherm of 35° F. occurs only at the northern stations, and there mainly 
in the months of Ja,nuary and February, the records for which have not been used. The writer-
has refrained from drawing any conclusions from the temperature results presented in this report,. 
and his remarks on the following pa.ges are mostly confined to describing the stations and indicat-
ing some of the ma.in features with respect to the temp~rature curves and the isotherms. The 
Fahrenheit scale of temperatures has been exclusively used both in making the observations and in 
the construction of the charts. 
The work of redncing the many observations to ten-day means and of_ making the origina.J 
plottings of the same has been done by Miss M. J. Rathbun, while the writer is responsible for· 
the computations for, and the plottings of, the isotherms. The charts were prepared for engrav- -
ing by Mr. 0. E. Gorham. 
SEC III--11 
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ENUMERATION AND BRIEF DESCRIPTIONS OF THE STATIONS. 
The Jight-hou es and light-ships selected as temperature statious numbered thirty-six in all, 
di'trilmted at iuterval along the eastern coast of the United States, from Petit Manan Island in 
Eastern Maine, to the Tortugas Reefs in Southern Florida. As explained before, twenty-six of these 
tations were located off shore, or on exposed por.tions of the coast, arnl the remainder in more or 
le sin closed bays, sounds, and harbors. The outside stations are alone considered in this report, 
and of this class tl.te two following have been omitted, reducing the number to twenty-four. The 
observations were continued for so sh0rt a p~riocl at Minot's Ledge light-house, in Massachusetts 
Bay, that it was deemed iuexpedient to make use of them ; and the records for Race Point light-
hou e, at the northern extremity of Qape Cod, show such extreme variations within short periods, 
due probably in part to the very gradually sloping shore in front of the light, as to render their 
value questionable until further examination can be made. 
The outside stations differ widely in the characte.r of their surroundings, and therefore do uot 
afford the means of obtaining observations of equal value respectin~ the open waters along the 
coast. Ten are light-ships, anchored off shore, in depths of 5 to 18 fathoms, and consequently pos-
sessing unusual ad rnutag~s for the ta.king of ocean temperatures ; nine are located on small islands 
or reefs, more or less widely separated from the mainland ; and five are situated on the shore of 
the mainland or on large islands, the last, as a rule, forming the least <lesirable stations of the 
series. Some of those stations situated on small islands or reefs also sho-~v considerable varia.tions 
of temperature clue to local influences, as described ~urther on. 
· The arrangement of stations followed in this report is generally from south to north, this order 
affording the most natural sequence for comparing the different ranges of temperature in succes-
sive latitudes. The locations and general characteristics of the stations are as follows:* 
THE FLORIDA REEFS. 
Dry Tortug1.is light-house.-L,ocated ou the western island of the Tortugas, at the southwestern extremity of the 
Florida Reefs. The light-house is situated on the eastern side of Loggerhead Key (or island), which is bordered by a 
channel having depths of 10 to 12 fathoms and occupied. l;ly strong tidal currents. The surface temperature observa-
tio:is were taken where the water is only 5 feet deep, and show indications of local influences, which render them 
more or less unsatisfactory with respect to the open waters surrounding the reefs. 
CaryBfort Reef light-house.-Located near the northeastern end of the Florida Reefs, about 158 miles from the 
Dry Tortugas light-house, and on the outer side of Carysfort Reef. Depths of 50 fathoms occur within 2 miles of 
the light. Ouservations were taken in a depth of only 3 feet, but evidently in a more exposed position than at the 
Tortugas etation, as the effects of local influences are less apparent in the surface temperature records. 
Ttcnvey RockB light-houBc.-Located on the outer eJge of Fowey Rocks, at the northeastern extremity of the Florida 
Reefs, and 23 miles from Carysfort Reef. The 100-fathom curve is distant about 2-½ miles. The depth of water at the 
place of observation is 5 feet, and the water temperature records compare favorably with those of Carysfort Reef, 
indicating a imilar expo ure. 
SOUTII CAROLINA, 
Martin B InduBtry Ziglit-Bhip.-Anchored in 9 fathoms of water, about 8½ miles from land, off the entrance to Port 
oyal ound; distant about 890 miles from Fowey Rocks light-house. 
RattleBnalce Shoal light-ship.-Anchored in 5 fathom of water, about 5 miles off land, just north of the entrance 
to harle ton Harbor, and ahont 56 miles from Martin' Industry light-ship. 
TORTII CAilOLL'A, 
17 miles southeast of Cape Fear, ancl 
f the harts. 
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Body's Island light-house.-Located near the south0ru end of Body's Island, about 35 miles north of Cape Hatteras, 
and 86 miles from Cape Lookout.. The shore is similar in character to that at Cape Lookout, but the 1mrface observa-
tions were taken where the depths are from 7 to 9 feet. The temperature curves for the s1_1rface and air are almo1-t 
precisely alike, and the observations c~nnot be regarded as of any value with. respect to the open waters off shore. 
VIRGINIA. 
Winter Quarter Shoal light-ship.-Anchored in 10½ fathoms of water, ~½ miles off Assateague Island, and about 
midway between the entrances to Chesapeake Ba,y and Delaware Bay; distant about 128 miles from Body's Island. 
NEW JERSEY. 
Fii·e-Fathorn Bank liglit-ship.-Anchored in 12 fathoms of water, ·about 14 miles off the coast, just east of Cape Ma.v. 
' and off the entrance to Delaware Bay; distant about 5G miles from Winter Quarter Shoal light-ship. 
Absecon light-house.-Located on the beach in front of Atlantic City, and just south of the entrance to Absecon 
Inlet; 34¾ miles distant from Five Fathom Bank light-ship. The shore is faced with shoals, but the surface observa · 
tions were taken in the channel leading to the inlet, in depths of 9 to 15 fee_t of water. The surface records are muclt 
more satisfactory than at either of the previous shore stations (Cape Lookout and Body's Island), and the surface 
curves are nearly as regular as at ·Five Fathom Bank light-ship. -
NEW YORK. 
Sanely Hook light-sh·ip.-Anchorec.1 in 14 fathoms of water off the entrance to New York Bay; 6 miles east of Sandy 
Hook, N. J., the nearest land; and about 70 miles from Absecon light. · 
Fire Island light-house.-Located on the east side of Fire Island Inlet, south side of Long Island, 31 miles from 
Sandy Hook light-ship. The surface observations were taken in the entrance to Great South Bay, between Fire 
Island and Oak Island, in 3 feet of water. A strong cnri;ent :flows through the channel, which is somewhat similar in 
character to the entrance to Absecon Inlet. 
RHODE ISLAND. 
Block Island southeast light-house.-Located at the southeastern corner of Block Island, 82 miles from :Fire Island 
light. 'l'he observations were taken at the lower edge of the beach, which faces the open sea to the south. '.Flle 
surface temperature curves are comparatively regular and show less variation from local in:fl.nf'uces than would be 
expectecl at a shore station ofhs character. -
Brenton's Reef light-sltip.--Anchored in 14½ fathoms of water, off the entrance to Narrnganstit Bay, and about lJ 
miles from land; 17¾ miles distant from Block Island southeast light. 
; · {? MASSACHUSETTS. 
Vineyard Sound light-ship.-Anchored in 15 fathoms of water, on the western side of tlle southern entrance to 
Vineyard SoJJnd, 2½ miles from Cutt,yhunk Island, the nearest land, and 17½ miles from Brenton's Reeflight-ship. 
Nantucket Kew South Shoal light-ship.-Anchored in 16 to 13 fathoms, at the soathen:. edge of Nantucket shoals, 
and 21 miles southeast of Nantucket Island, the nrarest land; distant about 58 miles from Vineyard Sound light-ship. 
This station occupies a very important position with reference to the off-shore :fisheries. 
Pollock Rip light-ship.-Anchored in 5 to 7 fathoms of water, in the eastern entrance to Nantucket Sound, aud 3~ 
miles SE. by E. ½ 'E. from Monomoy Point light-house, Cape Cod; distant about 36 miles from Nantucket New South 
Shoal light-ship. This light-ship is mostly surrounded by numerous shoals which are separated by channels occupied 
by strong tidal currents. 
. Thatcher's Island lights.-Located on Thatcher's Island, off the eastern extreruity of Cape Ann, about 73 miles from 
Pollock Rip light-ship. Depths of 60 fathoms occur within a distance of 6½ miles to the eastward. The surface tem-
perature observations were taken where the water is 7 feet deep, and show variations from loca.l in:fl.uences. Obser-
vafions were first made at this station by one of the light-house keepers, but after April, 1881, by an observer of the 
U. S. Signal Service. ' 
MAINE. 
Boon Island light-house.___:Boon Island is a small rocky island lying off York Ha,rbor, and 5¾ ;miles from the nearest 
1and. It is distant about 35 miles from Thatcher's Island, and is surrounded _by depths of 5½ to 25 fathoms within a 
radius of 1 mile. The depth of water where the surface observations were taken is 9 feet. Mn,ny gaps occur in the 
records of this station, and the reductions plotted on the cha,rt are therefore probably not reliable. 
Seguin ·Island light-house.-Seguin Island is small and rocky, and is situated about 2¼ miles off the nearest point 
of the mainland, on the eastern side of the entrance to Kennebec River, and about 47 miles from Boon Island. The 
light-house is on the western side of the island, where the water is from 6 to 8 fathoms deep close inshore at the 
place of observation. 
Matiniciis Roofe light-house.-Matinicus Rock is a rocky. islet about 14 miles south of Vinal Haven, at the montb. of 
Penobscot Bay, and about 80 miles from Seguin Island. Depths of 4 to 45 fathoms occur within a radius of 1 mile, 
the depth where the surface observations where taken ranging from 6 to 12 fathoms. 
Monnt Desert Rock light-house.-Mount Desert Rock is similar in character to Matinicus Rock, and i.,; situated 
a,1Jout V3 miles off Mount Desert I sland and 34 miles from Matinicus Rocle. Within a radius of 5 miles the depths 
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range from 50 to 9;:i fathoms; the depths of water where the observations were takeu were 2 to 10 fathoms; the records 
are about a imperfect at this station as at Boon Island. . . . .. 
Petit M'lnan light-house.-Petit Manan Island consists of a group of low, rocky 1Slets, situated about 2 miles from 
land, off thfl western entrance t·o Pigeou Hill Bay, and 27 miles from Mount Dtsert Rock. They are ~urrounded b! 
deep water, the f\bservations having been taken where the df>pths range from 8 to lf1 fathoms. 
RELATIVE POSI1'IONS OF THE S1'ATION8. 
The three most southern of the temperature stations, those at the Tortugas, Carysfort Reef, 
an<l Fowey Rocks, are located on the northern and western edge of a deep and comparatively 
nam)w channel, calle<l the Straits of Florida, which extends first easterly from the Gulf of Mexico 
and then northerly into the Atlantic Ocean. This channel, which is occupied. for _its entire width 
and length by tue Gulf Stream, is bounded on the north and west by Florida, on the south by 
Cuba, an<l on the ea.st by the Bahama banks and islands. Its length is about 350 miles, but the 
temperature stations are limited to its central and western portions, all being situated on the 
Florida Reefs . . In front of the Tortugas, the 100-fathom curve is distant about 15 miles from the 
southern edge of the reefs, which are located at the southern end of the submerged continental 
slope bordering the west coast of Florida for a width of 110 to 145 miles. At Oarysfort Reef, the 
100-fathom curve is distant only about 7 miles from shore, and at Fowey Rocks -only 2½ miles. 
The deepest water in the straits occurs at tbe western entrance, opposite the Tortugas, and in 
places exceeds 11000 fathoms, the southern and eastern sides.of the straits being generally deeper 
than the northern and western. The influence of the great body of warm water composing the 
Gulf Stream is felt directly upon the Florida .Reefs, although these reefs are known to be bathed 
by a narrow counter current flowing to the westward. The axis or warmest band of the Gulf 
Stream passes nearer the southern and eastern than the Florida side of the channel. 
The Tortugas Reefs are situated at the western end of the Straits of Florida, on the northem 
side, where the distance across from land to land is about 90 miles. The Tortugas station, how-
ever, is in a somewhat protected position, and local influences are perceptible in the temperature 
records. At Fowey Rocks, the width of the channel is reduced to about 40 miles, this width 
being the least of any in the straits. The stations at Carysfort Reef and Fowey Rocks both 
occupy more exposed positions than the one at the Tortugas, and are therefore better located for 
a certaining the temperature of the open waters bordering the reefs. 
Between the Florida Reefs and the first station to the north (Martin's Industry light-ship, 
South Carolina), a distance of about 6½ degrees of latitude intervenes. Within this distance the 
100-fa,thom curve and the inner edge of the Gulf Stream gradually recede from the coast line as 
far a Georgia, whence to near Oape Lookout, North Carolina, they retain a nearly uniform dis-
tance from the shore.· Along this section of the coast the submerged continental plateau has an 
average width of about 55 miles to the 100-fathom curve, wbich lies just within the inner edge of 
the Gulf Stream or " Cold W alJ.1' The bottom slopes gradually from the shore into depths of 
about 50 fathoms, beyond which the descent is very rapid. Just Routh of Cape Lookout the 100-
fathom curve bend in omewhat toward the hore, and in front of Cape Hatteras the submerged 
continental border is only about one-third as wide as it is farther south, the Gulf Stream also 
approaching n ar r to the land. Zorth of Cape Hatteras the 100-fathom curve agaiu recedfs 
from th . hor and the Gnlf tr m i d flect2d toward the ea t. 
atteras th rear four tation , of which three are light- hip ·, 
t of 5 to 11 fathom . Martin' Indu try light- hip i oft' 
arolina, in front of Martiu s Incln try Slloa1, wliicll 
a nel · attl j; ak ~-hoal light- hip i · ju t nortL of the 
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entrance to Charleston Harbor, and Frying Pan Shoals light-ship is 17 miles off Cape Fear, North 
Carolina. "It is possible that the fresh waters emptying into the sea in tbe neighborhood of the 
two former stations may influence the surface temperatures to a greater or less 'degree, but the 
distance of these light-ships from shore makes tbis supposition improbable. Cape Lookout 
light-house is a shore station affording results of local value only, and _Body's Island ligbt-house, 
about 35 miles north of Cape Hatteras, is of the same character. 
At Winter Quarter Shoal light-ship, Virginia, the next station north of Body'~ Island, tbe 
100-fathom curve is distant about 55 miles from shore, the submerged continental plateau having 
about the same width here as to the south of Cape Lookout. At Five-Fathom Bank the width 
increases to over 65 miles; opposite New York Bay entrance it is about l 00 miles wide, and in 
front of Nantucket Island about 80 miles wide. The slope of the bottom along this part of the 
coast is also very gradual until a depth of about 50 fathoms is reached, the distance between the 
50 and 100 fathom curves being only 5 to 15 miles. The inner edge of the Gulf Stream is distant 
from the shore at Winter Quarter Shoal about 100 miles; at Five-Fathom Bank about 140 miles; 
at Nantucket Island about 200 miles, and, therefore, bears no relation to the submerged continental 
border, .north of Cape Hatteras, as determined by the 100-fathom curve. 
Winter Quarter Shoal and Five Fathom Bank light-ships are the two most southe·rn stations 
on this part of the plateau, and both are favorably situated, the former 8~ miles off shore in a 
depth of 10 fathoms; .the latter 14 miles off shore in a depth of 12 fathoms. The next light-ship 
to the north is that off Sandy Hook, New Jersey, which is anchored in 14 fathoms of water. Being 
located directly off the mouth of ·New York Bay, the surface waters at this sta_tion may possibly 
be influenced to some extent by the outflow from the Hudson River, especially in the early spring 
after the ice has broken up, but there is no special evidence to that effect. Between Delaware 
Bay and Rhode Island there are three shore stations, two ( Absec·on and Fire Island) situated upon 
tidal inlets, and one (Block Island) upon an ocean beach. The two former have furnished better 
observations than would ordinarily be considernd possible in such places. 
East of Block Island there are four temperature stations off the southern coast of New Eng-
land, all of which ard well located. The Brenton's Reef and Vineyard Sound light-ships belong 
to the area included between Block Island and Martha's Vineyard. Pollock ~ip light-ship is at 
the eastern entrance to Nantucket 0r Vineyard Sound, and, although surrounded by shoals, is in 
the midst of strong tidal curreuts, which are probably not influenced by the neighboring land. 
Nantucket New South Shoal light-ship occupies one of the most exposed positions on the coast, 
and is distant over 20 miles from the nearest land. A series of stations like this one, distributed 
along the entire coast, could be m·ade to furnish most important data respecting the :fisheries. 
The Gulf of Maine, in which the remaining stations are located, is a moderately deep basin, 
surrounded on the west, north, and northeast by land, on the south by George's Bank, and on the 
east by Brown's Bank, in part, and the shoal water off Cape Sable, Nova Scotia. The Bay of 
Fundy opens into it from the northeast. This area contains many banks and ledges, and the bot-
tom contour lines are very irregular. The 50-fathom curve is nowhere distant from the land, and 
along the northern coast, where most of the stations ·are situated, approaches close to it. The 100· 
fathom curve is also not very far distant from the Massachusetts coast, and approaches the coast 
of Maine between Mount Desert and Machias. The most southern station is on Thatcher's Island, 
off Cape Ann, an important location, though, unfortunately, the observations were taken in too 
shallow water to make them of value with respect to the open waters of the gulf. Boon Island is 
in the western part of the gulf, midway between Cape Ann and Portland. Seguin Island, Matini-
cus lfock, and Mount Desert Rock are in nearly the same latitude, the first mentioned being near 
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tlle mainland the two latter close to the 50-fa,thom curve. Petit Mauan Island, like Seguin, lie& 
' . 
bnt a hor distance off the mainland~ and is the most northern and eastern station of the series. 
Cff:.\IP .A.RISON OF THE ST.A.TIO NS WITH RESPECT TO TEMPERATURE. 
A explained elsewhere, the stations do not all afford temperature observations of equal value 
on account of differences in the nature of their surroundings. Many of the stations included in 
thi report <lo not, therefore, furnish correct data with respect to the open waters of the coast, but 
the character of the surface observations may be more or less accurately determined by a study of 
their relations to the air temperatures. The light-ships, being all located off shore in depths 
exceeding 5 fathoms, are naturally best auapted for the taking of ocean_ temperatures, while next 
in order of excellence, as a rule, are the light-houses situated on small islands and reefs, more 01· 
les distant from the mainland. The records for January and February at nearly all the stations 
nor th of Cape Hatteras have not been used, on account of the manifest errors of observation some-
times made during extremely cold weather, by not reading the thermometer quickly enough after 
it has been withdrawn from the water. These errors do not appear to extend much into either 
December or March, although at some stations t1J_e records for those months may show too low a 
range of temperature by a very small amo~mt. However, the winter surface temperatures are not 
of much importance in connection witli any fishery problem north of Cape Hatteras. 
At the extreme south we recQguize•a group of stations which differ from all the others in the 
conditions of temperature. It includes only the three light-houses of the Florid.a Reefs, bordering 
the Gulf Stream. At Carysfort Reef and Fowey Rocks the curves of surface temperature are more 
regular than at the Tortugas and correspond less closely with the air curves, indicating fewer local 
influences or more open exposures at the places of observation. The three succeeding light-ships, 
Martin's Industry, Rattlesnake Shoal, and Frying Pan Shoals, afford more or less uniform results, 
the plottings forming much more pronounced curves than at the Florida Reefs; the surface curves 
are most regular at the first mentioned light-ship. Cape Lookout is a shore station at which the 
irregularities in the air curves are almost exactly repeated in the surface curves, although the 
maximum surface temperature is no hi gher than at Frying Pan Shoals light-ship. At Body's Island, 
another station on . the mainland, both the air and surface curve~ indicate extreme fluctuations in 
temperature, which are almost precbely alike for both the air anu surface. The surface lines at 
Winter Quarter Shoal and Five-Fathom Ba,nk li ght-ships correspond closl'ly in their general cur-
rnture, and al o in many of their details. A t Absecon Inlet, the third shore station, the water 
curves are more regular than at either Cape Lookout or Body's I sland, but the maximum temper-
ature i the ame for both the air aud water. The surface curves differ considerably from those of 
the air at Sandy Hook light-ship, auu at F ire I sland an<l Block Islanu. the results are much more 
ati, factory than at any of the other shore tation , iu both ca es the maxim1:1 m surface tempera-
ture being about 0 .5 lower than the maximum air temperature . At the three succeeding light-
hip ', Brenton s R ef, Viu yard Sound, and Nantucket .1: cw South Shoal, t he surface cnrves are 
all comparativ ly regular; but at Pollock R ip light- ~hip, they present many irregularities which 
lo n t iu all ca e , orre pond with tho e of the air. The fluctuati ons of temperature are till 
gr , rat Thatcher I ·land, ·where the ob 1'rYatiou were taken in a beltered po ition in ·hallow 
wa.t r. f th i lan in the north rn part of tb Gulf of Maine, the most regular and uniform 
rie· of nrf,. c nrv- ar Ir ent l y ... latinicu Ro k, S gnin I land affording the next let 
ri t. t th thr e otb r tation tlle urface curve are le regular, e pecially 
rom 1 1 ut t ll irr ('f lariti 1 not app ar t be du in mo t ca. e. , to atrnos-
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THE FLORIDA REEFS.-Excluding the observations for the Tortugas, the extreme range of sur-
face temperature at the Florida Reefs is 160;5, with a ~aximum of 86°.5. The maximum at the Tor-
tugas is about the same, but the minimum is 50 lower. The air tempe~·ature presents a range of 18° 
to 21 °.5, the air maximum being about the same as the surface maximum at Fowey Rocks, 2°.5 
I 
higher at the Tortugas, and 20,5 lowei'.' at Carysfort Reef. At none of the other stations along the 
coast do we find nearly so short a range either. of surface or air temperature, and these are the . 
only stations that are situated directly within the influence of the Gulf Stream. 
SOUTH CAROLIN.A. TO VIRGINIA.-At the light-ships of Martin's Industry Shoal and Rattle-
snake Shoal, the range of air temperature is 41 °, the surface range 38°, the maximum for the air 
being 860.5, the maximum for the water 350, or ~bout 1°.5 lower than at the Florida Reefs. The 
greater range of temperature at these two Ught-ships, and at the stations immediately following 
them toward the.n.orth is due to the much lower temperatures of winter, amounting to over 20°, the 
differences in the maximums being slight. At Frying Pan Shoals light-ship,'the maximums of both 
air and surface temperatures are slightly lower, the air range being the same as at Rattlesnake 
Shoal, the surface range only 33°, with a maximum of 82°.5. The records for Cape Lookoq.t and 
Body's Island, show approximately the same range for botµ air and surface temperature at each., 
amounting to about 42° at the former station, and 64° at the latter. 
VIRGINIA TO NEW YoRIL-North of Chesapeake Bay the maximums of surface temperature 
a re much lower than to the south, reaching 76°.5 at Winter Qu~rter Shoal light-ship, and about the 
same at Five-Fathom Bank light-ship. This is 6° lower than at Frying Pan Shoals, the first light. 
ship south of Cape Hatteras, and about 9° lower than at Rattlesnake Shoal and Martin's Industry 
light-ships. At the northern stations, beginning with Winter Quarter Shoal light-ship, the tem-
perature plottings for January and February have been omitted in most cases, and the ranges of 
temperature, where given, ar~, unless otherwise stated, for only ten months. A·t .Absecon Inlet, 
on the mainland, the surface maximum is about 3° higher (79°.5) than at the two preceding light-
- ships, and agrees with the air maximum; at Sandy Hook light-ship the surface maximum is 1}0 to 
2° lower than at F.ive-Fathom Bank and Winter Quarter Shoal, and 7° lower than the air maxi-
mum at the same place; at Fire Island the surface maximum is 8° lower than the air maximum, 
and about the same as the surface maximum at Sandy Hook, showing more satisfactory observa-
tions than at any of the previous shore stations. 
BLOCK ISLAND TO C~PE Con.-The surface maximum at Block Island is 8°.5 lower thau, tlie 
air maximum, and only 1°:5 higher (70°.5) than at the nearest light ship, whi_ch is about 18 m·iles 
dis tant. Brenton's Reef and Vineyard Sound light-ships afford closely corresponding results, the . 
maximum of both air a:nd surface temperature ·being slightly lower at the latter station. The sur-
face maximum at Brenton's Reef is 69°, being ·5°.5 lower than at Sandy Hook, 70,5 lower than at 
Winter Quarter Shoal, 16° lower than at Martin's Industry, and 17°.5 lower than at t•b.e Florida 
Reefs, the maximum for Brenton's Reef being a little lower than the minimum for the Florida 
Reefs. .At Nantucket New South Shoal, and Pollock Rip light-ships, the maximums of surface 
temperature are approximately the same, about 62~, and the range of temperature is but slightly 
less at t he former station; the air maximum is 3° higher at Nantucket than at Pollock R'.ip. The 
surface maximum is the same at these two light-ships as at Boon Island, iu the Gulf of Maine, 
which bas also approximately the same range, 29° for 10 mon.ths. This .range is much slwrter 
tl1an at Vineyard Sound light -ship and preceding stations, while tb e air range remains about the 
ame. The surface curves at Nantucket- New South Shoal and Pollock Rip are, therefore, 
straighter in comparison with tlle air curves than at the more western stations, and this same 
featu re will also be found characteristic of the stations fo th e Gulf of l\faiirn. 
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ULF oF Lu E.-Con i<lerable differences occur in tlie maximums of both air and s~rface 
te peratnr , at tbe ev ral tatiou in the Gulf of Maine. Aside from Thatcher's Island, the lligh-
c t :.iir ma imum i 750,5, at Mount Desert Rock, the lowest 65°, a.t l\1atinicus Rock; tbe liigbest 
water maximum is 620, at Boon I lan<l, the lowest 54°, at l\Iatinfous Rock. As to the surface 
cur, , Boon I land agrees most closely with Pollock Rip an<l Nantucket New South Shoal, while . 
Uatinicu Rock and Mount Desert Rock afford the lowest surface maximums of any of the stations 
on the entire coa t. 
Table Bhowing the minimum and maximmn temperatures of the air and su1face water, and the ranges of air and su1face temper-
atw·e at the light-house stations, for the five years f1·om 1831 to 1885, inclusive. 
Air t e~per ature. Surface temperature. 
Stations.* Period. 
Minimum. Maximum. Range. Minimum. Maximum. Rango. 
- --
op, OF, o F. o p , o F. op, 
Petit Manan Island, Me ....... . -· ......... March 1 to .January l. 20 70 50 31 58. 5 27. 5 
Mount Desert Rock, Me .. ..... .... ....... .. .... . do ...... ....... . . 25. 5 75. 5 50 33 54. 5 :?l. 5 
Matinicus Rock, Me . ... .. ................. .... .. do .............. . 23 65 42 32. 5 54 21. 5 
Seguin Island, Me . .............................. clo ....... .. ... .. . 24 70. 5 46. 5 33 58 25 
Boon Island, Me .. .. ·-· .................. . ...... do .......... ... . . 22.5 73. 5 51 33 62 rn 
Thatcher's Island, Mass . .. .. . ... ... ... ... . Entire year .......... . 30 78. 5 48. 5 35 67 32 
Pollock Rip, Mass .......................... March 1 to .January l. 27 66 39 32 62. 5 3v. 5 
Nantucket N. S. Shoal, Mass. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Entire year . .••.. ..... 26 C9 43 33. 5 62 28. 5 
Vineyard Sound, Mass .. .. . . .. .. ... .. .. .... March. 1 to .January l. 28. 5 71. 5 - 43 31 68 37 
Brenton's Reef, R. I. ........ ......... . .... ... ... . clo . .......... . .. . 29 74. 5 45. 5 34 69 35 
Block Island, R. I. .... . .. .... .................. . . do ....... . .. .. .. . 22 79 57 29. 5 70. 5 41 
Fire I sland, N. Y ......... . ...... ....... .... .... do ..... . . ... ... . . 35 83. 5 48. 5 35 75 40 
Sandy Hook, N. Y ....... . ... . .. . .. . . ... ..... . . .. do . ............ . 31. 5 81. 5 50 33 74. 5 41. 5 
.A.ueccon Inlet, N . .r ... ........................... do . . .. .. .. ...... . 
Five.Fathom Bank, N . .J .. . ..... ..... .. . ... .... clo .... . · -·· .... . ·j 
Wintc.r Quarter Shoal, Va ..... ...... .......... ... do .......... .. .. . 
Body's Island, N. C..... . .. .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . Entire year ..... . .... . 
33 79. 5 46. 5 34. 5 79. 5 45 
36. 5 83. 5 47 37 76 39 
:-13 81 48 35. 5 76. 5 41 
27 91 (;4 28 91 63 
Cape Lookout, N. C .............. . ........ . . ..... do .......... ... . . 43 84 41 42 84 42 
Frying Pan Shoals, N. C . .. .... .. ..... ..... .. .. .. do .. ·- · ... . .... . . 44 85 41 49. 5 I 82. 5 33 
Rattlesnake Shoal, S. C. . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... .. do . . ...... . .. . .. 
Martin's Industry, S. C .. ... .. ..... .... ....... . . do .. .. .. . . .. .... . 
45. 5 86. 51 4l 47 85 38 
45 86. 5 41. 5 47 . S5 38 
FoweyRocks, Fla ...... . ..... .. ......... .. ... . . do .. ... ...... . . . 68 86 18 70 86. 5 16. 5 
Carysfort Reef, Fla.............. . ........ . ..... do . .. ........ ... . 05. 5 84 18. 5 71. 5 86. 5 15 
Tortugas, Fla, .................................. . . clo .. .. ...... .... . 67 88. 5 21. 5 65. 5 86 20. 5 
* The namiis of light.ships aro printed in italic~. 
RELA.1'IONS OF THE TEMPERATURE CURVES. 
A comparison of the temperature curves for corresponding years at successive stations shows 
great uniformity in their relative po itions and also in tho. e irregularities which are indicative of 
more or le s rapid changes of temperature. This uniformity often extends to stations tbat are 
widely eparated or differently situated. Between January 20 and April 10, 1881, there were three 
parate p riod during which the temperature fell below the aYerage for that time of year at the 
ou~bern tation ·. Th e evcral p riod of low temperature are well brought out for both the air 
an<l urfac b T marked defl ction in the curYe' beginning at the Tortugas :.ind extending as far 
a. ody, I lan<l tl.ie mo. t n rth rn tation at which th temperature ob ervation bavc beeu 
~ orth of Body' I land, the la t of the e three perio<.l:1, occur. 
n larC'h 21 and April 1 , can trace l a far a the ulf of l\1aine, altbongh at the 
h t mp ratur at that tim wa not alway lower than in oth r year . Again, 
r 1 · an c mb r 16, 18 2, ail th r non ually cold pell i · iudicatc<l. on all lb 
·lrnr rt 1ga t th rnlf f Iaine. Man otll r in ication, of onformity b tween th 
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temperature curves at different stations will be observed on even a very superficial comparison of 
the charts. It will also be noticed that, wllile at the southern stations the temperature curves are 
generally most regular dnring the summer months, the reverse is true of the extreme northern 
ones. 
THE SURFACE ISOTHERMS. 
The purpose in view in preparing the charts of surface isotherms (Nos. 26 to 31), bas been to 
present the temperature observations on which this report is based, in what appears to be the 
most convenient form for use in connection with such fishery problems as are suggested by the 
migrations of surface schooling fishes. If such species as the mackerel are con trolled in their 
movements toward the north by conditions of temperature that are constant for all latitudes, a 
line drawn upon a _ chart to indicate their progress with reference to ·time must agree more or less 
closely with some line of equal temperature- projected from point to point along the same coast. 
This supposition expresses in a general way the belief of many persons who lrnvc studied the 
migrations of mackerel and other economic fishes, but up to the present time sufficient data have 
not been collated to render possible the prac~icaJ application of the principle to those species that 
live solely in salt water. 
'rhe isotlrnrrnal charts are se-rnn in m1mber; one for eacll of the five years from 1881 to 1885, 
inclusive, one representing the means of the same five years, and the fi.nal one illustrating the 
relations of tile air and surface isotherms. The annual charts are of most importance for fisllery 
purposes, as, in showing tlrn cllanges of position of the isothermal lines from year to year, tLey may 
possibly serve to explain the causes of tlrn irregularity in the appearance of certain species upon 
different parts of the eastern coast in different years. A few words of explanation are necessary 
respectiug tlie construction and contents of these charts. 
Although, as elsewhere explained, the· temperature results are not of equal value at all the 
stations, the latter have all been included in the charts, for the reason that it was impossible to 
determine satisfactorily, excepting in a few cases, which should be excluded. The observations 
at Cape Lookout, Body's Island and Absecon Inlet evidently do not apply to the open waters of 
the coast, and tlJe same is probably true to some extent with respect to a few of the other mainland 
and island stations. The three stations specially referred to have not generally been considered 
in discussing the isothermal charts. The data for the construction of the charts has been takeu 
from the original temperature records, and not from the reductions to ten-day means, although the 
latter have been considered in deciding every date used in constructing the isotherms. In deter-
mining the dates for each isotherm no observations were considered unless the means of twenty 
consecutive observations (ten days) equalled or exceeded the temperature of that isotherm, except 
in a few instances elsewhere explained. · The temperature of 40°, for example, might be reached at 
any station either within the first ten-day period indicated upon the special chart of that station 
(charts of ten-day means) as having a mean of more than 40°, or in the latter part of the previous 
ten-day pexiod; but the mean temperature for the ten days following and including the date of the 
isotherm must not be under 40°. For the isotherms during the period of falling temperature in 
the last half of the year this o·rder is reversed. 
In constructing the charts, tlle names of- the stations have been arranged vertically, iu geo-
graphical sequence, on the left band side of the chart. The remainder of the chart is divided into 
tllirteen vertical spaces~ each representing one month, that on the extreme right being ·for the 
month of January of the year following that to which the chart relates. Each month is further 
divided by the fainter lines into five equal parts, for convenience in reading tJrn dates. The iRo-
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thermal line are constructed for every :five degrees of temperature from 40° to 80°, and are carried 
v rtically from tation to station, connecting the dates at which the temperatures they represent 
wer r ached at each station; the data for each separate station are to be read across the chart 
from 1 ft to right. Two series of isotherms a.re actually included on each. chart, one relating to the 
period of ri ing temperatures in the first half of the year, the other to that of falling temperatures 
in the la t half of the year. The space included between any two isotherms of equal value is sup-
po ed to represent a period during which the temperature was always equal to or aboYe that indi-
cated by the isotherms. Those portions of the isothermal lines consisting of dashes denote the 
lack of observations for the stations opposite them. Complete breaks in the lines gene;:-ally indi-
cate that the temperature did not reach the isotherm at that station during the year, or during the 
period of either rising or falling temperature. 
In explc1,nation of the arrangement, reference may be made to the isothermal chart for 1881 
(No. 26). In that year the isotherm of 40° did not extend sontll of Body's Island, where the tem-
perature reached 400 about the middle of February. At Winter Quarter Shoal the same tempera-
ture was reached March 20; at Five-Fathom Bank, April 15; at Absecon Inlet, March 20; at Sandy 
Hook, April 14; at Fire Island, April 8; at Block Island, April 16. The temperature remained 
above 40° throughout the rest of the year, and until a~ter January, 1882, at Body's Island, Winter 
(inarter Shoal, Five-Fathom Bank, and Sandy Hook; until January 2, 1882, at Absecon Inlet; 
until December 31, at Fire Island; and until January 1, at Block Island. The isotherms of 45°, 50°, 
55°, &c., are reached at successively later dates during the period of rising temperature, and at 
earlier dates during the period of falling temperature, but the intervals between them vary greatly 
at the different stations. 
RANGES OF THE ISOTHERMS. 
A detailed comparison of the isothermal charts woul~l tend to confuse rather than to aid refer-
ence to them, and onr remarks on the subject will be limitecl to a few statements respecting the 
range and general position of the isotherms. 
The isotherms of 40° and 45° are generally co-extensive in their range. They always reach 
as far north as Petit Manan, a,nd frequently as far south as Body's Island, but may stop at either 
inter Quarter Shoal or Five-Fathom Bank; iu 1882, the isotherm of 400 extendeci south only as 
far a Absecon Inlet. The isotherm of 50° begins at the north at Petit Manan, and at the south 
may terminate at Cape Lookou_t or Martin's Industry. The isotherms of 550 t.o 700, inclusive, 
alway reach ,outli to Martin's Industry, but, no farther; while those of 750 -and 800 are the only 
one ranging along the Florida Reef stations to the TortL1gas. A temperature of 550 is often 
recorded at Petit Manan, but seldom at the next two stations to the westward-Mount . Desert 
Rock and .:\Iatinicus Rock. South of here the isotherm of 550 is generally continuous. The 
temperature usually reacbe 60° at Boon Island and Thatcher's Island (although at the latter 
, tati nob rvatiou are wanting for 1884 aud 1885), but <luring some years remains lower than 
tlJi~ at Pollock Rip and Nantucket N w South Shoal. The isotherm of 650 generally extends 
n rtbwarc.l to Vin yard Sound, but in 1 n4 it began at Brenton7s Reef; that of 700 extends north 
t Fir !:laud or Block I land. b econ Inlet i the northern limit of the isotherm of 750, wl:lich 
in · me•. Y ar , h w v r do not reach n rth of Bo l_y I land or Cape Lookont. The i otherm ·of 
0 '1 . u t pa north of o y I land. 
F TIIE I 'OTIIER:U:8 :r - DIFFERENT YEA.RS. 
nt h t ·on id rable chan e in the po ition 
fr m Y ar o y ar fr qnentl amounting to a month in time, and 
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occasionally to much more. The differences are greater at some stations than at others, and are 
seldom nearly the same at any station for twp or more jsotherms of different values. At Nan-
tucket New South Shoal, for example, the isotherms of 40° for five years, during the periods of 
rising temperature, all appeared within four days of th~ same date, wbile those of 45° are 
distributed over a period of about eighteen days. A.t the next station to the nortt-Pollock Rip-
the isotherms of 400 cover a period of over forty days, and those of 45°-, a period of twenty-four 
days. At Petit Manan the isotherms of 40° and 45° are -remarkably constant in position from 
·year to year. The isotherms of 450 and 50° appear to be the most uniform in that respect for 
their entire range during the five years; fint no _two isotherms of equal value retain the same 
relative positions throughout their rangP. There may be comparative regularity with respect to 
several consecutive stations, but they ·generally cross one another one or more times, and while 
the isotherm of 400 for 1881 precedes that of 40° for 1882, between Mount Desert and PoUock Rip, - . 
- at the more southern stations the reverse is true. The differences and irregularities in the posi-
tions of the yearly isotherms are so great that no definite laws respecting their relations over an 
extended range of coast can be deunced from the materials used in the preparation of this report. 
GENER.AL POSITIONS OF THE ISOTHERl\fS. 
FORTY DEGREES.-Tbc five isotherms of 40° (1881-'85), during the period of nsrng tem-
perature in the spring, pass from vV1nter Quarter Shoal to Fire Island in March and the first half 
of April, from Block Island to Pollock Rip mostly in A.pril, and reach the Gulf of Maine in the 
latter part of April or first half of May. At Petit Manan this temperature appears with great 
regularity about the middle of April. During the period of falling temperature, the isotherms of 
40° are confined for the most part to the month of December, althongh they sometimes extend into 
January of the following year, and, as a whole, are more nearly vertical in their direction than 
those of the first half of the year. 
FORTY-FIVE DEGREES.-From Winter Quarter Shoal to Fire Island the isotherms of 45°, 
during the period of . rising temperature, fall mostly within the month of April, but . during two 
years at Absecon Inlet, and one year at Winter Quarter Shoal, that temperature first appeared in 
the last half of March. From Block Island northward the same isotherms cxtenc:1, ju a general 
way, obliquely across the month of Ma,v into the first part of June at Matinicus Rock a1-id Mouut 
Desert Rock; they reach Petit Manau in the last of April or first part of May, or earlier than at 
any other station in the Gulf of Maine. During the period of falling temperature·, the isotherms 
of 45° in the Gulf of Maine arc mostly confined to the month of November, and farther south to 
the last part; of November and December. 
FIFTY DEGREES.-On the coast of South Oarolini1, the isotherms of 50° occur in January and 
February, during the rise of temperature; at Winter Quarter Shoal not until May, and at Absecon 
Inlet in the last part of April m1d first half of l\fay. From this point they extend obliquely across 
the months of May and June, reaching Nantucket New South Shoal in the first part of June, 
Matinicus Rock in July, Moant Desert Rock between May 24 and Jnly 12, and . Petit l\fanan 
. between June 8 and July 10. TJJ.e same irregularities in the positions of the isotherms occur 
dnring the period of falling temperature iu the Gulf of Maine, where they cover a period extend 
ing from September 10 to Navember 26. From Pollock Rip to Absecon Inlet the same isotherm& 
are mostly limited to the month of lTovember, and from Five-Fathom Bank to l\fartiu's Imlustry -
they extend from tbe last of November into the first part of January. 
FIFTY-FIVE DEGREES.-None of .the isotherms of 55° can be plotted continuously east of 
Seguin Island, although at Pet-it ]fanan this temperature was recorded during all the four years 
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from 1 lj.:.J to 1 ... , inclu i~e, and at Mount Desert Rock, during short periods in 1881 and 1883. 
outh of Cape Lookout, tbe i otherms of 550, during tlie season of rising temperature, occupy v~ry 
differ nt po ition ernrr year, ranging from January 1 to April 1. From Winter Quarter Shoal to 
Ffr I laud, tlley occur mo tly between tile 10th and last of May, from Bloc~ Island to Na~tucket 
... Tew outh Shoal in June, and farther north in the last part of June or m July. Durmg the 
1 
eriod of falling temperature, they occur in the last part of August, September, or the first part 
f October, at Seguin Island, and in December or January on the coast of South Carolina. 
SIXTY DEGREES.-Tbe isotherms of G0° for 1885, are the only ones that extend northward 
continuou ly to Boon l81and, the isotllerms of that temperatnre during other years generally stop-
.ping at Nantucket New South Shoal. On the coast of South Carolina these isotherms _are confined 
to l\Iarch and .April; from Winter Quarter Shoal to Fire Island, they occur during the last of 1.\fay 
and fir t half of.Tune; from Block Island to Vineyard Sound, in June; and at Nantucket New 
South Shoal, between July 14 and .August 28. During falling temperature they appear at Nan- · 
tucket New South Shoal between August 14 and October 1, and reach Martin's Industry between 
November 26 and December 18. 
SIXTY-FIVE DEGTIEES.-Tbe isotherms of 65°, during rising temperature, occur in April at 
l\Iartin's Industry and Rattlesnake Sboai, in Urn first part of May at Frying Pan Shoals, but at 
yYinter Quarter Shoal not until the middle of June or first part of July. Between Five-Fathom 
Bank and .Fire Island they appear mostly in June, at Block Island in July, and at Brenton's Reef 
and Vineyard Sound i_n the last part of June an<l. in July. During falling temperature, they occur 
at Vineyard Sound in August; at Block Island are exceedingly variable in position, ranging from 
August 8 to tlle last of Sept em uer; and on tl.ie coast of S.outh Carolin a ar,e mainly confined to the 
month of November. 
SEVENTY DEGREES.-The isotherms of 70° sometimes exten<l to Block Island, but generally 
terminate at Fire Island. South of Cape Hatteras they are almost entirely confined to tbe montll 
of :May. From Winter Quarter Shoal northward they are exceedingly variable in position from 
year to year, during the periods of both rising and falling temperature, their extreme raug-e iu 
time in the former periocl being from June 18 to .August 18, and in the latter from July 23 to Octo-
ber 14,. 
SEVENTY-FIVE DEGREEs.-The isotherms of 75° are difficult to plot at the Florida Reefs on 
account of the frequent flucbiations in temperature, which generally occur between November 
and the following May. During those months there were often brief periods of higher tempera-
tur than 75°, which it was impossible to represent in connection with the isotherms, but they are 
all bowu on the special charts of the three Florida stations. At Carysfort Reef and Fowey 
Rock. the i othcrm of 75° may appear as late as the 18th of .April, during rising temperature, 
and a early a the 24th of November during falling temperature. At Martin's Industry, dur-
in"' the period of ri ing temperature, they occur mo tly iu the extreme latter part of May and at 
Frying Pan Shoal iu the fir -t part of Jun . From Winter Quarter Shoal northward to Absecon, 
th i. otb rm , when they appear, are mainly confined to the la t part of July and August. 
EIGII'I'Y DEGREES.-T,he period of higher temperature than soo is shorter at the Tortugas. 
t an at the mor nortbern tation of the Florida. R e[ , and the i otherm of soo of both serie · 
b nd inwaul up n tb chart at that plac . Cary fort Reef and 1 ow y Rocks these i, otlierm ; 
n th ri ing t mp ra ur wer di, tri ut 1, luring th fi year. , b tween the 10th and the Ycry 
la f .I. rtin · Iuclu. t y. nd ~ ttl . nakc boal twe n tlle 12th , ml la t of Jun ; and 
nr 
''° 11 th 1. tau 1 mi<l<ll of Jul ·. Duriurr th p riod of falling t mpera-
cc· 11 Y, wi<l r ran<r in ti . au<l xt •ml 1 liqn ly from 1 rying Pan Shoals to Cary.,fort 
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Reef, at the former station occurring between August 1 and September 20, and at the latter be-
tween October 20 and December 8. 
EIGHTY-FIVE DEGREES.-The surface waters seldom reach a temperature of 85° excepting for 
short periods at the extreme south, and it has been impossible to construct isotherms for more 
than one year at Martin's Industry and the Florida Reef stations. Temperatures of 85° an<l over 
were recorded between th~ 8th arnl last of July, 1881, at Rattlesnake Shoal, Fowey Rocks, and 
the Tortugas; between the first part of July and the last of August, 1883, at Carysfort Reef and 
Fowey Rocks; and in 1885, from August 2 to 2G, at Martin's Industry, from July 29 to September 
28, at J?owey Rocks, and from July !) to September 25, at Carysfort Reef. 
NINETY DEGREEs·.--A surface temperature of 90° was occasionally recor<le<l at some of the 
· extreme southern stations, but never for more than a day or two at a t_ime. 
ME.AN ISOTHERMS BASED UPON FIVE YEARS' OBSERV .ATIONS. 
In coustructing chart No. 31, it was impossible, in all. cases, to obtain the reducfions of five 
years' observations, on account of occasional breaks in the records, but the number Qf years 
plotted is never less than three and generally more than four. The exact number in each instance 
may be determined by reference to the annual isothermal charts (Nos. 26-30). 
On this chart the surface isotherms are represented as being much more regular and more 
uniformly distributed with reference to time than on any of the yearly charts. On the left-hand 
side of the chart, north of Body's Island, there is a wide area of low temperatures, bounded by the 
isotherms of 40°. Froin Winter Quarter Shoal to Fire Island, inclusive, this area represents a 
period of about seventy-five to one hundred <lays, being shortest at Five-Fathom Bank, and 
longest at Sandy Hook ; from Block Island north war<l the length of this period varies from one 
hundred ,to one hundred and thirty-five days, beiug shortest at Brenton's Reef and longest at Boon 
Island. A narrower space· of maximum temperatures extern.ls vertically thi·ough -the center of tlrn, 
•-:"1,, 
chart, occupying principally the month. of A11gust, which is not crossed l>y any of the isotherms, 
although a few of them extend a short distance into it. The length of time elapsing between 
successive isotherms is generally from about twelve to twenty-four days, seldom less but often more. 
The isotherms are more numerous and follow bne anotber more rapidly at the intermediate stations 
of the series than at the northern and southern stations; toward the north and south tlley diverge 
so mew hat and become more widely separated. This naturally results from the fact that at the 
intermediate stations there is a much greater range of temperature (above a minimum of 40°) than 
at the northern an<l sou.them ones. In the eastern part of the Gulf of Maine there are only tliree 
continuous isotherms of the value of those plotted (40° to 50°, inclusive); in the western part four 
such isotherms (40° to 55°, inclusive). On the southern coast of New England there arc five 
isotherms at Nantucket New South Sl10al (40° to 60°, inclusive), and six from Vineyard Sound to 
Block Island (40° to 65°, inclusive); seven extend from Fire Island to Body's Island (400 to 700, 
inclusive); four occur on the coast of South Carolina (55° to 70°, inclusive), and two at the Flori_da 
Reef.s (75° to 80°, inclusive, and sometimes 85°). · 
North of Body's Island the isotherms of both series extend in a slightly oblique direction trend-
ing inward toward the north. At Cape Hatteras they bend abruptly, an<l the same isotherms 
appear much earlier in the year to the south of that important cape. 
At Frying Pan Shoals, the first reliable station south of Hatteras, the isotherm of 550 appears 
about ninety days earlier than at ·winter Quarter Shoal; t,he isotherm of 600 about sixty days 
earlier; the isotherm of u5° about fifty days earlier; an<l the isotherm of 700 also about fifty days 
earlier. 
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Tll, i otherm of 750 and soo also beud abrnptly between South JJarolina and the Florida 
\.eef: · that of 750 occurring at Fowey Rocks about sixty days in ach-ance of Martin's In~lnstry, 
an 1 that of oo about twenty-six <lays in advance. 
REL.A.TIO NS OF 1'HE AIR AND SURF .A.CE ISOTHERMS. 
A stated in the explauation OF Chart No. 32, there appears to be no constant relation betwe_en 
th air and ·urface isotherms at any of the light-house stations. During the periods of both ris-
ing and falling temperature, the air temperature of any degree, as a rule, precedes the surface tem-
p rature of the same degree, but the length of time interrnning may vary from two or three days 
to o-rer a montl!. 
THE WIND RECORDS. 
Very complete records respecting the direction of the winds were kept at all the stations 
excepting Thatcher's Island, the observations being taken twice each day, at the same time· as 
the temperatures. The wind records are even more complete than are those for surface tem-
perature, having fewer breaks at any of the stations; ancl as temperature is greatly influenced. by 
the wind, it bas· been thought advisable to present in thh, connection a tabulation of the observa-
tions made. In this table (p.176) the means of' five years' observations for each month are arranged 
according to quadrants of the compass, beginning with the northeast quadrant. Northerly wiuds 
have been included in the same quadrant witb northwesterly winds, to which they appear to be 
most nearly related in their eEects upou temperature. Tbe extent of the se,eral quadrants is, there-
fore, as follows: Northeast~ from NNE. to E., inclusive; southeast from ESE. to S., inclusive; south-
1< est from SSW. to W., inclusive; northwest from WNW. to N., inclusfre. 
The general arrangement of the table -scarcely requires an explanation. The data respecting 
the seYeral statio11s are classified by quadrants under each month, and that for each station extends 
from left to right across the table, In the columns of figures, each one-tenth. of a unit represents 
one observation, and each unit ten observations, extending through five years, the l:1tter being 
equivalent to one day's observations for five years. The time rutio for each quadrant is, therefore, 
represented by days and fractions of a day. For example, at the Tortugas station in January, 
which has thirty-one days, the northeast quadrant shows a mean record of H,.9 days; the Bout beast 
of 7.2 days; the southwest' of 2 days, and the northwest of 5.0 days, making a total of thirty 
da,y . The discrepancy of one day results from calms and variable winds. The terms used by 
tbe observer to expre s the. velocity of the winds 11ot being uniform at the different stations, it 
lrn. been impossible to tabulate them. 
At the Florida Reef station northea terly and southea terly winds prevailed throughout the 
entire year, the record for the northwest and southwest quadrants being relati,ely small during 
near1y every mouth. Northea terly wind predominated. at the Tortugas during eYery month 
x 1>ting June, in which the prevailing wind were outhea terly: and they afford an exceedingly 
high r ord during October, November, and December. The records for Carysfort Reef and Fowey 
ock · which ar ituated only ab ut 23 mile apart, present orne, though uot con iderable <lifl'er-
t the f rmer ·tation northea terly wiud prevailed during February, May, September, 
r and .... ~o~ mb r; a the latter, during eptember, October, November, autl December; 
th pr ,~am11 win f rt tation during the other month being outbea ,ter1y. North-
ry rar l occ 1r at the Fl ricla ef1 during th ummer month , and in ouly one 
an f ight lay dnri g the wint r m uth , that beiug at Oury fort 
n rth ancl n rthw t can c am, rkrd rrdnction in 
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tbe temperature, as is strikingly illustrated in tbe chart for the Tortugas during March, 1881, and 
November and December, 1882. The same conditions of temperature prevailed to some extent at 
Carysfort Reef and Fowey Rocks during the same periods, but northwesterly winds were far less 
prevalent at those stations during 1881 and 18~2 than at the Tortugas. This subject is further 
cliscussed in the explanations of the charts for the three Florida stations. 
Passing northward from the Florida Reefs, the preyajJjng winds gradually change from north 
easterly and southeasterly to northwesterly and southw_esterly. From Martin's Industry Shoal, 
South Carolina, to Cape Lookout, North Carolina, northeasterly winds generally prevailed during 
January, February, April, May, August, September, October, November, and December; and 
southwesterly winds during March, June, and July. A few slight exceptions to this rule are pre-
sented by some of these stations, and the wind records for two or even three quadrants are some-
times nearly alike during the same month. Northwesterly winds are no more common tllan at the 
Florida Reefs. 
Body's Island, North Carolina, and Winter Quarter Shoal; Virginia, occup;y au intermediate . 
position between the southern and northern stations with respect to the winds as well as geo-
graphically. Northeasterly winds are less prevalent and northwesterly winds more common, espe-
cially during the colder months. At Five-Fathom Bank, New Jersey, northeasterly winds prevailed 
only during October, but the:Y also furnished a relatiYely high record during May, A.ugust, and 
September. The prevailing winds at that station for January, February, March, April, November, 
and December were northwesterly; for May, June, July, August, and September, southwesterly. 
At Absecon Inlet, N'ew Jersey, northeasterly and southeasterly winds prevailed from April tc 
October, inclusive, and northwesterly winds during the otl!er months. North of this station, 
northeasterly winds rarely prevailed during any month, but northeasterly and southeasterly winds 
are ormuch more frequent occurrence at the northern stations than are northwesterly and south-
westerly winds at the extreme southern ones. North"'·este~ly winds . general1y prevailed from 
Nornmber to April, and sonth,vester1y from April to November, but there are numerous excep-
tions to this rule, and at some of th~ stations southwesterly winds continued to be the prernlPnt 
ones through November and December. At Boon Island and Petit Manan, in the Gulf of Maine, 
southeasterly winds predominated during most of the summer months, arid the record of winds 
from the northeast quadrant is very high at Boon Island, as also at some of the other stations on 
the coasts of Massachusetts and Maine. 
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Table showing the direction of the winds, by qua,drants, for each month of the year, at the light-house temperature stations on 
the eastern coast of the United States, being the means of five years' observations, from 1881 to 18e5, i-nclusit'e. * 
-------------;---------;-:-------~---;------------------
January. February. March. .April. 
Stations. 
NE. SE. SW. NW. NE.1 ·sE. SW. NW. NE. SE. SW. NW. NE. SE. SW. NW. 
---------------1--------1- ·------------------- ----
Petit Manan, Me·-·~·-··-····-····.... 5. 5 3. 6 
.Mt. Desert Rock, Me·-·--··--·-···---- 4. 9 4. 5 
Matinicus Rock, :Me.··-·····-····-·--· 3. 7 4. 8 
Seguin Island, Me .• ____ ................ 7. 4 2.1 
Boonisland, Me.·-·····-·············· 7.8 3.2 
Pollock Rip, Mass..................... 4. 5 5. 3 
NantucketN. S. Shoal. ..•....• ·-······ 4.8 4.4 
"Vineyard Sound light-ship, Mass...... 5. 8 
Brenton's Reef, R. I ............. ···-·· 4 
.Block Island, R. I . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6. 7 
Fire Island, N. Y...................... 5. 8 












9. 5 12. 4 5 
8. 5 12. 9 5. 6 
9'. 1 12. 9 - 4. 6 
9. 5 11. 6 7. 6 
9 10. 9 
7. 7 13. 4 




8. 6 13. 8- 6. 5 
8. 7 14 5 
7. 5 12. 5 
7. 3 11. 6 
4. 9 15. 6 
6. 9 16 
7. 8 14. 4 







Absecon Inlet, N. J . .•.•........ ·-·-·· 
Five.Fathom Bank, N. J ..•.... ······-· 
Winter Quarter Shoal, Va .......•..... 
Body's Island, N. C . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . 8. 4 3. 5 10 9.1 8. 2 
Cape Lookout, N. C ...... ···-··· ..... . 11.'5 
13. 5 
12.1 
2. 9 7. 5 
2. 2 9. 6 
s e. 5 
7. 7 10. 2 
5 11. 3 




















Frying Pan Shoals, N. C .••.•.••• •.• •.. 
Rattlesnake Shoal, S. C •••••••••••..•.. 




5. 2 10. 3 5. 5 
Fowey Rocks, Fla .... . .......... . .. . . . 
Carysfort Reef, Fla ................... . 
11. 6 13.1 
8.4 15 
Tortu gas, Fla.......................... 14. 9 7. 2 
3. 3 9.1 10. 3 
4. 8 11 7 
I 
5. 9 15. 1 7 
7. 3 9. 9 
8 9.4 
6.4 11. 7 
7.8 8. 8 
7. 2 6. 4 
8 10. 7 
5. 7 12. 6 
5. 3 10. 2 
6. 3 12. l 











9.2 7. 2 
6. 8 7.1 9. 6 
4. 8 7. 4 13. 5 
4. 3 8 9. 2 
5. 9 5. 5 10. 5 
4. 1 10 10. 7 
4. 5 5. 8 13. 8 
4. 3 7. 8 11. 7 
4. 4 6. 4 13. 2 











6. 4 9._6 5. 3 3. 8 6. 6 10. 9 4. 5 
3. 7 12. 6 
5. 3 12. 9 
6 4. 6 3. 8 15 5. 3 
7. 8 4. 3 6. 2 12. 7 9. 7 
6. 3 11. 5 6. 3 
7. 8 7. 9 8.1 
6.4 7.5 9.6 
9 4. 6 8. 6 
8. 4 3. 0 11 
3. 7 6. 8 13. 4 6. 8 
5. 3 6. 8 
5.1 8. 0 
3. 9 10 
9. 9 9.4 
7. 4 12. 9 
6. 8 10. 8 
5. 7 11. 2 
5. 7 10. 7 
5. 3 10.1 
4. 8 8 
5.4 8. 6 
8. 8 3. 9 
4.1 10. 5 
3. 6 8. 2 
3. 6 10. 7 
4. 6 9. 6 







5. 2 6. 6 
5. 7 6. 9 
6 6. 7 
3. 2 8 







2. 5 10. 8 
5. 8 13. 3 3. 9 9. 9 6. 9 10 
3. 9 7. 6 7. 1 10. 3 5. 5 9. 8 7. 8 7. 1 
5. 9 8. 9 10. 5 4. 2 6. 8 0 12. 1 4. 5 
8 8. 6 11. 0 4. 5 5. 4 8. 2 12. 8 3 6 
4. 4 13. 4 8. 4 2. 2 5. 6 Ii. 6 10. 2 1. 8 

























NE. SE. SW. NW. NE. SE. SW. NW. NE. SE. SW. NW. NE, SE. SW. NW. 
------------- - - -- -- ' - - -------------------------
Petit Man an, Me......................... 8 5 10. 5 8. 4 
Mt.DesertRock,Me ......• _ . .. ....... 7.1 8.3 10.9 
Matinicus Rock, :Me..... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6. 6 O. 6 9. 2 
Seguin Island, :Me ···· · ···-····· ······· 9.3 8. 8 9.2 
Boon Island, :Me ...... ....... ....... ... 9. 9 13 4. 5 
PollockRip,Mass ..•.....•. - .. .' ...... . 9.9 5.1 9.9 
Nantucket N. S. Shoal. ............ .... 9. 4 5.1 9. O 
"Vineyard Sound light-ship, :Maes.... . . 8. 6 5. 8 12. 3 
Brenton's Reef, R. I...... . ............ 7.1 
Block Island, R. I . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8. 9 
Fire Island, N. Y · -- ··· ...... .. ........ 5 
7. 6 10. 8 
5. 6 10. 7 
8 8.7 
SandyHooklight-ship, N. Y · ··-· ····· 6.4 10.4 4.0 
.Absecon Inlet, N. J . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10. 3 11. 2 4. 8 
Five.Fathom Bank, N. J .. ·-·· ·· ···· -· · 9 6 10 
Winter Quarter Shoal, Va.· ·-··· ...... 11. 6 5. 6 10. 8 
Body's Island, N. C . _ . . . _ ........ : . .'... 14. 1 5. 5 0. 1 
Cape Lookout, N. U .•.....•....•.•...•. 12. 7 5. 2 10. 5 
FryingPanSboals,N.C ............ _._ 8.5 4.1 8.7 
Rattlesnake Sboal, . C ... •••. .•••.•• _. 10. 6 9 8. 4 
'Martin's Industry Shoal, S. C ..... .... . 11 9. O 7.1 
Fowey Rocks, Fla ....... ..... ......... 11. 6 11. 8 4.4 
Cary fort Reef, ·ma. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11. 6 10. l 6. 4 
Tortugas, Fl:1 ................... . . ..... 
1
14 8. 2 2. 4 
3. ti 3. 7 11. 1 11. 8 
3 2. 5 8. 9 13. 3 
4. 3 2. 7 8. 5 12.·8 
2. 9 4. 9 6. 8 13. 8 
3. 2 5. 3 13. 3 5. 6 
4. 2 4. 3 5. 9 14. 6 
4 5. 2 3. 9 14. 8 
3 4. 3 5. 5 16. 3 
4 2. 7 6. 2 15 
4. 6 5. 2 4 16. 9 
3. 9 3. 3 4. 7 12. 7 
7 3. 6 11 7.1 
4. 5 7. 9 12. 1 6. 3 
5 6 7 12. 9 
1. 9 7. 5 0. 3 9. 6 
2. 3 10 5 11. 5 
1. 6 9. 2 
2. 8 9 
5. 4 13. 9 
3. 3 15. 2 
1. 6 6. 7 8. 2 13 
2. 4 7. 8 10. 6 9. 4 
1. 9 5. 8 16. 9 5. 5 
2.8 8.8 17.1 3.2 
























3 14.8 11.4 
J. 7 9. 9 14. 3 
2. 4 0. 4 13. 9 
3. 9 7. 4 15. 6 
5. 8 12, 9 7. 7 
4 6 15. 8 
4.1 5. 4 13 
4. 4 5. 3 16 
2. 8 6 15. 5 
4. 1 3. 8 16. 7 
3. 2 4. 7 13. 2 
3. 5 9. 5 8. 3 
8. 5 10 7. 5 
5. 5 5. 5 14.1 
5. 5 5.1 14. 1 
0. 8 5. 7 13.1 
7. 3 3. 7 17. 2 
5. 8 1. 5 21.1 
6. 4 9 14. 3 
7 7. 8 13. 5 
6. 8 15. 4 6. 4 
6. 7 17. 9 4. 9 
11. 4 10. 8 5. 2 
1. 8 3. 8 13. 6 11. 3 
2 3 7. 3 14 
2.9 3.7 7.3 12.0 
3. 2 4. 9 7. 5 14. 2 
3. 8 7. 5 10 10. 5 
3. 3 6. 7 5. 7 12. 2 
2. 1 8. 1 4. 6 10. 5 
3. 6 6. 3 
4 4. 6 
4. 2 6 
4. 9 5. 3 
5. 4 14. 8 
4. 8 15. 0 
4 17. 6 
5. 5 12. 5 
8.1 6. 6 8. 3 7. 3 
4. 6 9. 8 9. 4 6. 9 
4.2 9.3 5.9 10.5 
2. 8 12. 2 5. 4 9. 5 
1. 9 14. 7 7 7. 0 
2. 1 12. 8 3. 9 10. 7 
. 7 10. 9 3. 2 11. 6 
. 8 10. 9 8. 1 9. 3 
1. 4 10. 5 7. 5 
1. 3 6. 7 16. 7 
.9 9. 1 17.2 




























• The northeast quadrant includes TNE. 1o E ., inclusive; tbe southeast, ESE. to S., inclusive; the southwest, 
·w. to W., inclusive; the northw t, WNW. to N., inclusive. In the columns of :figures, each one-tenth of a unit 
nt one ob r ation, and each unit ten observation extending through :fi.ve years, the latter being equivalent 
ay ob rvati ns for five year . The time ratio for each quadrant is therefore, represented hy clays and frac-
f d y. 
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method of icing ________ _-____ ~----------- 78 
Squalls, dangers from ____ -- -- - --- - --- ---- ------ 122 
Starbuck, on disaster to arctic whalers__ _____ ____ 217 
patriotism of fishermen ____ - - - - - - - - 81 
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Trawls, baiting the ______ -------------------- 75 
Treat, Capt. U. s______________________________ 47 
SEO IV--12 
Tripped, danger of vessels being ___ _______ _____ _ 
Triumph, schooner, sunk by collision ___________ _ 
Trustee system_ -- - -- -- - - - ---:- -- - - - - - - - - ---- ----
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Wheatland, Dr. Henry------------------------- 167 
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Table showing the di1;ection of the winds, by quadrants, for each month of the ~·ear, ~f"c.-Continued. 
September. October. Novemper. December. 
Stations. 
NE. SE. SW. NW. NE. ~1sw. NW. NE. SE. SW. NW. NE. SE. SW. NW. 
~--
Petit Manan, Me ..•...... ••• ......... . 5. Q 9. 2 10. 9 4. 3 5. 6 8. 9 7.4 9.1 6. 4 6. 3 9. 6 7. 7 4 .3 7. 2 7. 9 11. 6 
Mt. Desert Rock, Me .......... ~ ....•.. 5. 5 6. 9 10. 6 4.1 5. 7 7.1 9. 8 6. 6 6.8 5. 7 9. 7 7.5 5. 3 7.1 8. 7 9. 6 -Matinicus Rock, Me ........ ........... 5. 7 6 10. 2 5.1 6.1 5118 10 8. 6 6. 1 3. 7 10. 3 9. 7 4. 5 5. 5 8. 2 12. 3 
Seguin Island, Me ..................... 7. 9 4. 7 11. 8 4.4 8. 6 4. 5 11.4 6. 1 8.4 1. 8 10.1 9 7 2.9 10. 7 9. 7 
Boon Island, Me ..•...........•. : .•.... 10 10.1 6 3.1 11.4 7. 3 7. 7 4. 2 9. 7 4. 3 9. 1 6. 8 8. 8 4 9. 6 8. 6 
Pollock Rip, Mass ....••......••.....•.. 9.4 6. 2 8. 5 4. 5 10. 8 4. 7 8. 3 5. 9 6. 8 3.1 9.1 10 5.1 4. 4 10 10. 3 
Nantucket N. S. Shoal ................ 10.1 5. 3 11. 3 3. !) 9. 3 5. 2 9.4 7.6 6.1 2. 9 7. 2 11. 9 4. 7 4. 6 7. 2 ]3. 8 
Vineyard Sound light ship, Mass ...... 9.3 4. 5 11. 3 4.1 10. 2 4.1 9.4 6. 5 6 1. 9 11.1 10. 2 5. 5 2. 3 9. 3 13. 8 
Brenton's Reef, R. I ..........•........ 6 6. 3 10. 9 4. 7 8.1 4. 8 9. 7 7.1 4. 7 2 11 11. 6 4. 9 2. 9 9.4 13. 2 
Block Island, R. I. ... ... ............... 9. 8 5 11. 3 3. 9 10. 9 4.1 12.1 3. 9 5.4 2. 7 9. 9 9. 8 7 2. 2 9. 7 9. 0 
]'ire Island, N. Y .•.........•.......... 5. 9 4. 7 11. 5 3. 5 7 4. 9 7. 7 6. 9 5. 4 1. 9 8. 3 9.8 7. 4 1. 8 8 8 8. 4 
Sandy Hook light-ship, N. Y ........... 7. 6 8. 8 6. 8 5. 7 8. 6 6.4 5. 7 9. 5 6 3. 9 6.1 13. G 6. 5 3. 7 5. 8 14. 6 
Absecon Inlet, N. J ..... ......... ..... 10.3 8. 2 6. 9 4. 5 8. 6 7.1 6. 2 8. 7 4.4 4.2 8. 9 12.1 3. 8 3. 9 9.4 13. 8 
Five-Fathom Bank, N. J ............ . . . 9. 4 4. 6 11. 7 3. 8 9 4. 2 8. 6 7. 9 . 6. 3 2.1 9 12.1 4. 2 3. 2 9. 7 12. 7 
Winter Quarter Shoal, Va ............. 10. 6 5.1 10. 5 2. 8 12 5. 3 7.8 4. 8 7. 5 2. 3 9. 9 0. 8 6.1 4 9. 8 9. 5 
Body's Island, N. C .................... 15.4 6. 7 6. 8 1.1 15. 9 5. 6. 2 3.8 8.6 4.4 7. 3 9. 7 7. 5 5. 3 9. 3 8. 6 
Cape Lookout, N. C ...•.•. ........ ..... 13. 2 6.1 6. 5 2. 3 13. 6 4. 2 5. 9 6.1 10. 2 3. 7 4. 5 8. 9 10. 2 4. 3 6. 6 7. 7 
Frying Pan Shoals, N. C . .... .......... 13. 5 5.1 6.1 1. 5 16 4 5. 7 3. 9 12. 5 3.5 4.3 8.3 12 3. 2 7. 2 7. 9 
Rattlesnake Shoal, S. C ................ 13.1 10. 2 3 2.4 17. 7 4. 9 4,9 2. 7 13. 9 4.6 4. 6 5. 8 11. 9 2.4 8.4 5 
Martin's Industry Shoal, S. C ......... ·. 15.1 7.1 3. 7 3.3 17.8 4. 5 4. 2 3. 8 13. 8 3.1 3. 9 8.1 10. 7 4.1 7. 8 6. 3 
Fowey Rocks, Fla .. .................. . 13. 5 9. 7 4. 4 1. 5 17. 3 5. 7 2. 8 4.5 15 7.1 1. 4 5. 9 12.2 9.2 2.1 6. 0 
Carysfort Reef, Fla ... : . ....••......... 15.1 8. 9 3. 6 1. 3 16.1 8.1 3. 2 3.6 13. 7 7.4 2. 3 6.4 10. 5 11 .7 8. 7 
'.rortugas, Fla ...•.....••..•.••..•....•. 14 10. 2 4 1. 6 23.2 2. 2 2.4 3 21. 2 2 .4 6 20 3.8 . 2 6. 8 
SEC III--12 
EXPLANATION OF OCEAN TEMPERATURE ·CHART No. 2. 
DRY TORTUGAS ~IGHT-HOUSE, FLORIDA. 
Observer-: ROBERT H. THOMPSON. 
Location of 8tatio11.-The Dry Tortugas lig.ht-house is built on Loggerhead Key, the westernmost island of the 
Tortugas Reefs. These reefs are a westerly ·extension of the Florid~ Reefs, and are located about 1 degree from Key 
West. Loggerhead Key is about three-fourths of a mile long, and less than one-fifth as wide. It is situated on the 
-southeasterly side of an elongate bank, bearing the same name, and trending in a northeasterly and southwesterly 
-direction. The bank is about 5 miles long, and bas an average width of three-fourths of a mile, -inside of the 3-fathom 
line. The Southwest Channel, with depths of 10 to 12 fathoms, separates Loggerbead ,Bank from the Bird, Garden, 
and Long Key Bank on the east. Strong tidal currents set through it, running northeast on the flood and southwest 
on the ebb. The channel between the Tortugas and Cuba is alJout 90 miles wide and is occupied by the Gulf Stream, 
the axis of which approaches much 1~earer ·the Cuban coast than the Tortugas. The depth of water in this channel 
exceeds 1,000 fathoms in some places, being greatest in its southern part. The 10-fathom curve passes close by the 
eastern side of Loggerhead Key, and the 100-fathom curve is distant only about 20 miles to the southward. 
Geographical ])Osition of the light-house.-Latitude, 24° 38' 04" N. ; longitude, 82° 55' 42" W. 
Depth of water.-The depth of water where the observations were taken is 5 feet at mean low ti-de. 
Range of temperature.-Air, 21°.5 (67° to 88°.5); surface, 20°.5 (65°.5 to 86°). 
The depth of water where the observations were taken is probably too little, ancl the locality .too much sheltered 
to afford satisfactory results respecting the temperature of the open waters surrounding the Keys. That such is the 
case will appear evident on comparing the temperature chart for the Tortugas with those for Carysfort Reef and 
Fowey Rocks. On the first mentioned, the more direct influence of the air upon the water temperature is made 
apparent by the manner in which each fluctuation in the curves of air temperature is repeated in the curves of water 
temperature. At the two more northern stations, although the depths are no greater, the curves of water temperature 
present fewer angles, probably due to the more open exposure of the places of observation. 
The range of temperature given above is for 1881, that year having afforded the greatest extremes in t emperature 
of any plotted. There is comparatively little difference between the air and surface temperatures at any period, and 
great uniformity in the curves of surface temperature during the summer and early fall months of all the years 
excepting 1884, in which year both the air and surface temperatures were constantly from 3 to 10 degrees lowet 
between April and the middle of October. The collateral observations fail to explain the cause of this variation, the 
reco.:ds for direction and force of the winds showing that essentially the same conditions in those particulars prevailed 
~lur: ng 188~ and 18%, though both of those years differed more or less from the three preceding ones. 
Between March21 and April 10, 1831, and between November 26 ~nd December 6, 1882, the temperature of both 
the air and water fe11 far below that for the corresponding periods of other years, affording the lowest observations 
J.'ecorded. The cause of these extreme variations, which are so clearly brought out by the curves of temperature on 
tbe chart, may be explained by the fact that during those two periods the winds were almost constantly from the 
uorth and northwest, and blowing fresh; the prevailing winds for t·be months in question are generally northeasterly. 
Low temperatures were recorded during the same periods at Carysfort Reef and Fowey Rocks, the next stations to 
the north. 
Table showing the c1irection of the winds, by quadra11ts, for each 1nonth of the yea1·, being the means of five yearB' vbsen:a tions 
January. I F:~~- March. 
--- ----!---- - - - - --
Quadrant. 
-orth ast 
14. o I 15.1 13. 4 ...... 
utb ast ... . .. . 7. 2 7 8. 4 
Southwe t ... . . . 
1 !. 9 I 1.1 2. 2 'or hwe t. .. . .. 4. 4 ~ 
1i 
I 
April. May. 'i 
- ----1 
11.6 14 I 





June. ]I July. I August. Septem- October. No"\"em- 1 Doc~m-
ber. ber. I b~r. 
______ 1 _____ _ I ____ _ 
o. 6 11. 4 12. 8 14 23. 2 21. 2 I 20 
15. 6 10. 8 9. 4 10. 2 2. 2 2 3. 8 
2. 2 5. 2 3. 6 4 2. 4 . 4 . 2 
2 2 4 1. 6 6. 8 
·- - ~-- - ---!-----'--- ...!._--.-!..---.I.-.--__:_---
Fishen' Indn st rieR of the U nited Stat es, Sect. III. 
OCEAN TEMPERATURE CHART No. 2 
By RICHARD RATHBUN". 
Station: Dry Tortugas Light House, Florida. 
llepresenting, ·by means of cmves,-tbe temperature o(the air from.T"881 to 1883,'·inclusive, and. of t1rn waler at the surface from 





EXPLANATION OF -THE CURVES! -1:88:r, --- :1882, --········ .t:883, - ~- I:.884, --·---1885, 
(ISSUED m J 886.) 
m;• 
AJR TEMPERATURE. f881-Z.-3. 
60" 65° 70~ '15° so" gs" 
SURFACE TEMPERATURE,1881.-2:3. 
55° 600' _£!~_ '70° 75° 80° 85°' 
SURFACE TEMPERATURE,.1884-5. 
55" 60" 65° ,o~ 75" aoq as• 
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EXPLANATION OF OCEAN TEMPERATURE CHART No. 3. 
C.A.RYSFORT REEF LIGHT-HOUSE, FLORIDA. 
Observel'a: EDWARD BELL, F. A. BROST, MARTIN WEATHERFORD. 
Location of station.-Carysfort Reef light·house is locatet1 on the outer side of Carysfort Reef, in front of Key 
Largo, and facing the Straits of Florida. It is about 158 miles northeasterly from the Dry Tortngas light·hou~e. The 
water deepens rapidly from the outer edge pf the reef, attaini~g a depth of 50 fathoms within a distance of about 2 
miles. 'rho 100-fathom curve is <listant about 7 miles, and the axis <'Jf the Gulf Stream abolit 27 mi1es. 
Geographical position.-Latitude, 25° 13' 15" ~-; longitude, 80° 12' 42" W. · 
Depth of water.-Three feet. 
Range of te11111erat1lre.-.Air, 18°.5 (65°.5 to 84°); snrface, 15° (71°.5 to 86°.5). 
The temperature is more equable at this station than ~it the Tortugas, both as regards the air and water. The 
air temperature is relatively lower throughout the year, the maximum being 4t0 lower at Carysfort than at the Tor· 
tugas. The curves of surface te,!llperature are more regufar, and are v13ry uniform for all the years, apparently indi-
cating that the place at which the obRervations were t,aken was well suited for the purpose, although the depth of 
water was only 3 feet. The maximum surface temperature \Yas practically the same at this station as at the Tortu gas, 
and exceeds the air maximum by 2°.5. 
Tho low temperatures recorded at the Tortugas for March, 1881, and November 26 to December 6, 1882, were also 
ouserved at this station, though in a relatively less degree, especially as regards the former period. During the first 
part of March, 1881, northerly and northwesterly winus prevailed, while during the latter part of the same month the 
winds were variable. During the ten days ending December 6, 1882, the;r were mostly from the north and northeast. 
Tuble showing the direction of the winds, by q1wdrnnts, for each rn011th of the 'i]ear, being the means of jit'e yearti' observations. 
Quadrant. ,fauuary. Febru. March. April. ~1~ July. August. Septem. October. Novem· Decem· ary. ber. ber. ber. ----------------- ------- -----------
Northeast . ...•.. 8. 4 11 8. 6 8. 2 11. 6 8. 8 6. 7 9. 1 15.1 16.1 13. 7 10. 5 
outheast ... ..... 15 7 11. 9 12. 8 10.1 17.1 17. 9 17. 2 8. 9 8.1 7.4 11 
outhwest . ...... 2.6 2. 2 4. 5 a. a 6.4 3. 2 4. 9 2. 3 3. 6 3. 2 2.3 . 7 
Northwest ...... 4.8 8 5.4 5.4 2. 8 .s .9 1. 9 1. 3 3.6 6.4 8. 7 
180 
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Fishery Industries of tho United States, Sect. IlL I 
I 
I 
OCEAN TEMPERATURE CHART 
I 
No.-3 
By RICHARD RATHBUN, 
Station: Carysfort -Reef Light House, Florida. 
Representing, by means of curves, the temperature of the air from 1881 to 1883, inclasive1 and of the w.ater at the. sm:face from 
1881 to 188 5, inclusive, reduced to means of ten days. 
ltXPLANATlON OF THE CURVES: -188I, ---1882. . .......... ,:883, -·-t884 -···-1885. 
(ISSUED IN t 886..) 
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EXPLANATION OF OCEAN TEMPERAT:URE CHART No. 4. 
- FOWEY ROCKS LIGHT-HOUSE, FLORIDA, 
Observer: JOH~ J. LAR~ER. 
Pos-ition.-Fowey Rocks light-house is built on Fowey Rocks, which are focated very near the northeastern 
extremity of the Florida Reefs, about 6 miles southeasterly from Cape Florida., and 23 miles northerly from Carysfort 
Reef. These rocks are on the western side of tbe Straits of Florida, in their northern and narrowest portion, some-
llimes called tbe Straits of Bernini, the eastern border of which is formed by the northwestern extremity of the Great 
Bahama Bank. The light-house is situated on the outer edge of the rocks, which lie directly in front of the widest 
opening to Key Biscayne Bay. Depths of 7 to 16 fathoms occur close to the light; the 100-fathom line is distant only 
about 2½ miles, and the axis of the Gulf Stream about 24 miles. 
Geographical position.-Latitude, 25° 35' 25" N.; longitude, 80° 05' 41" W. 
Depth oficater.-Five feet. 
Ra119e oftemperature.-.A.ir, 18° (68° to 86°); snrface, 16° .5 (70° to 86° .5). 
There is comparatively little difference between the temperatures at :Fowey Rocks and Carysfort Reef, these two 
tations, located on Ly 23 miles apart, being more closely related than are either of..._ them to the Tortugas. The air 
temperature range slightly higher at this station than at Carysfort, but the surface curves correspond very closely 
t hroughout each year, the greatest difference at any period being only 2° or 3°. The more prominent irregularit.ies 
in the surface curves at one station are almost invariably repeated in those of the other at t,he same period. The angles 
indicating low temperatures for March, 1881, are more pronounced hero than at Carysfort, but those for the last part 
of 1 2 are less marltcc1. The maximum air and surface temperatures at this station are very nearly identical. 
Table showing the direction of the wind.s, by quadrcmts, fo1· each month of the year, being the means of five years' observations. 
I Febru· 
'fa"h. Ap,il. \~ \__::_ Quadrant, January. 
Northo"t . ..... :1 11.6 
ary. 
9.1 8. !) !) 11. 6 5. 3 
ontb=t ........ 
1 
13. 1 10. 3 10. 5 12. 1 11. 8 , .. I • outhwcst . ... .. 2. 9 2. 3 4. 2 4. 6 4.4 5. 5 
.Tortbwest ..... . . 3. 3 5. 9 6. 8 3. 7 1. 0 1.1 
1 2 
Soptem-July. August. October. ber. 
6. 8 6. 7 13. 5 17. 3 
15. 4 16. 7 9. 7 5. 7 
G.4 4. 4 4.4 2. 8 





















EXPLANATION OF OCEAN TEMPERATURE CHART No. 5. 
MARTIN'S INDUSTRY LIGHT-SHIP, SOUTH CAROLINA. 
Ob8erVel' : JOHN MASSON, 
Posilion.-This light-ship is located off the entrance to Port Royal Sound, South Carolina, and about 390 miles 
northerl:v from Fowey Rocks, Florida. It is anchored about st miles from land, directly in front of Martin's Industry 
Shoal, fr.om the outer edge of which it is distant.a little more than a mile: the depths between ranging from 6½ to 8 
fathoms. The 10-fathom curve is distant about 9 miles, the 20-fathom curve about 32 miles, and the 100-fathom 
curve about 62 miles. 
Geogl'aphical poBition.-Latitude, 32° 05' (31") N. ; longiirude, 80° 35' (07") W. 
Depth of water.-Nine fathoms. 
Range of temperatu,·e,-Air, 41°.5 (45° to 86.'='5); surface, 38° (47° to 85°). 
Tl.le conditions influencing the temperature at Martin's Industry Shoal are very different from those prevailing 
at the Florida Reef stations. The range of temperature is very much greater, and the temperature plottings on the 
chart form much more pronounced curves. The surface curves, although more regular than those for the air, are 
nearly parallel with them throughout each year, and the difference between the surface and air temperatures are 
seldom great. Tbe maximum and minimum temperatures are nearly the same for both the air and surface, the lat-
ter having a slightly smaller range than the former. The maximum temperatures are· about the same here as at 
1' owey RockR, and Cn.ry fort Reef, but the minimums are over 20° \ower. 
Table showing the direction of the windB, by quadrants,for each month of the year, being the means of jive years' observatio,zs. 
Quaurant. January. Febm- March. April. May. June. ary. 
------ ---------
Northta t -·--··· 12 10. 3 7. 6 9. 8 11 7. 8 
ntheaaL_, ___ _ 4.4 5.5 7.1 7.8 9. 9 10.6 
outhwest ··---·- 6. 9 6.:! 10. 3 7.1 7.1 9.4 
Northwest.-···-· 5. 2 8. 9 5.5 4.4 2.4 1. 5 
184 
July. August. Se-ptem-ber. 
---------
7 10. 5 15.1 
7. 8 7.5 7.1 
13. 5 8.6 3. 7 
1.4 2.6 8. 3 .. 
October. Novem-ber. 
------
17. 8 13. 8 
4. 5 3.1 












Fishery Industries of t4e United States, Seot. ill. 
OCEAN TEMPERATURE a -HART No .. 5 
By-;'RICIIARD~ RATHBUN, 
.. 
Station: Martin's· Industry.ShoaLLight Ship, South Ca~olina. 
Representing, by means of curves, the temperature of the ~ from t88.I to 1883, inclusive, and of the water at ilie surface fr.om 
1881 to 1885, inclu"Sive, reduced to means of ten days. 
EXPLANATION OF THE CURVES: ---- .1881, ---:r882, .•.•.••••• :1883. -··- 1884, -···- 1885. 
(lg;uED IN 1886.) 
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Each vertical inters pace 'represents. one degree Fabrenheit, and tlre :fractional parts of a. de.gree are indicated as exactly as possible [n the plmting of the curve!i. Each fifili. 
u egree is represented by a slightly beavier lfoe. The transverse laterspaces foclosed by 'the heavier lines represeuoperiods of ten days each, as indicated by the <lates on "the' 
left-hand side of the plate. The 'lighter 'transverse lines, intermediate between· the heavier' ones. are intended to t~present the mean o.f each ten days~ and fne ~es of tern ert-
,kture are-plotted with ·reference to these lin-es. ·~e- left-hand vertic~l divisi~n is 'devoted to th~ 'air temp~r~:ures fop 'I 881; l882 ,and 1~83, the middle , &vis1oo .. to the., lill!oo 




EXPLANATION OF OCEAN TEMPERATURE CHART No. 6. 
RATTLESNAKE SHOAL LIGHT-SHIP, SOUTH CAROLINA. 
Obsel'Vel' : J Olli~ McCOR:\:UCK. 
Position.-Rattle nakc Shoal light-ship is placed just north of the entrance to Cha,rleston Harbor, South Carolin::i, 
Rnd about 56 miles northeasterly from Martin's Industry light-ship. It is anchored about 5 miles off shore, and 2 
miles off the shoals of the same name, between which and the light-shil_) there are depths of 4 to 5 fathoms. The 
10-fathJm curve is distant about 11 miles, the 20-fathom curve about 30 miles, and the 100-fathom cnrve about 50 
mile . 
Gwgl'aphical position. -Latitude, 32° 44' (00") N. ; longitndP., 79.J 43' ( 40") W. 
Depth of 1vater.-Five fathoms. 
Range of teniperature.-Air, 41° (45°.5 to 86°.5); surface, 38° ( 47° to 85°). 
The range of temperature at this station is almost precisely the same as at Martin's Industry, t,here being a dif-
ference of only half a degree in the air records. The curves as plotted also agree closely at the two stations, both 
as regards their general features and their details. 







a t . ___ ·I 
Mst _ 1 
tl"l"e t. . ..... 












Mo,cb. I Apdl. M:.y. I June . . 
------
7 9. 9 10. 6 6. 7· 
5. 8 6. 9 !) 8. 2 
13. 3 LO 8. 4 13 
3. 0 2. 5 1. 6 l.4 
Soptem- Novem- Decem-July. August. ber. October. ber. ber. 
6. 4 10. 9 13.1 17. 7 13. 9 11. 
!) 8.1 10. 2 4. 9 4. 6 3. 
14. 3 9. 3 3 i. 9 4. 6 8. 
. 8 1. 6 2.4 2. 7 5. 8 .:; 
Fishery Indust ries of the Unite(l States, Sect. HT. 
OCEAN TEMPERATUR'E CHART No.6 
B_y RICHARD RATHBUN. 
Station: Rattlesnake ~hoal L~ght -Ship, South Carolina. 
Rel?resenting, by means of ,curves. the temperature of the air .from 1881 to 1883, inclusive, and of the watet 
1:881 to 1.88 5, inclusive, reduced to means of ten. days. 






EXPLANATION OP THE CURVES: -- .1.881, - - - .1882, -·--···-·· 1883, ----i:884, -···- 1885. 
(lssUED IN 1886.) 
AIR_ TEMP™ __ ntRE _ _ -_, 188_ 1-2-3_. I SURFACE TEMPERATURE, 1881-2-3. I SURFACE TEMPERATURE, 1884-5_. 
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Each ·vertical interspace represents one degree Fahrenlteir, and the fractional parts of. a degree are indicated a~ exactly. as possible fo the plctting of the cun•es. Each1f1fth 
degree· is represented by a slightly he:1"ier line: The transverse intcrseaces lnclos~d by,the beavierlines represent ,periods of ten days eacb, ~s incli~ted by 01e dates on 
1cfL-hand ·side o( the p1ate. ,Toe .lighter trans\'erse lines,;_in1ei-mediate 'between tlie hea~·ier ones. are iotended to .represent the mean o[ eac-11 ten days,'an<l ·the curves of •temper! 
ature· are plotted witli :reference to these ' Jines. The 1eft-hancl vertical division ·is 'dernted to the air· temperatures for 1881, 1882 and 1883, the. middle aivision to the surface 




EXPLANATION OF OCEAN TEMPERATURE CHART No. 7. 
J?RYING PA.N SHOALS LIGHT-SHIP, NORTH CAROLINA. 
Obse,·vers: D. W. MA'SON, W.R. WALKER, J. H. DosHER,J. D. DAVIS, G.D. WALKER, H. SWAN. 
Position.-Frying Pan Shoals light-ship is located about 6-½ miles from the outer extremity of the main part of 
Frying Pan Shoal , about 17 miles southeasterly from Cape Fear, North Carolina, and about 108 miles northeasterly 
from Rattlesnake Shoal light-snip. Within a radius of 3 miles on all sides depths of 6½ to 11 fathoms occur. The 20-
fathom curve is di taut 21 miles, the 100-fathom curve 36 miles. 
Geographical position.-Latitude, 33° 35' (00") N.; longitude, 77° 50' (04'') W. 
Depth of watc1·.-Ten to 11 fathoms. 
Range of temperafare.-A.ir, 41° (44° to 85°); surface, 33° (49°.5 to 82°. 5). 
The curves of air temperature do not differ essentially from those of the two preceding stations; the range of 
temperature i precisely the same, althongh the maximum and minimum records are each 1-¼0 lower at this station .. 
The surface temperatures, however, have a more limited range by 5°, reaching neither the same maximum nor mini-
mum as at Rattlesnake Shoal. 
Tabl,e showing the direction of the winds, by quad1·1tnis,for each month of the yea,·, being the means of five years' observations. 
Quadrant. .January. Febrn- March. April. May. June. ary. 
---------------
Northeast ....... 13. 5 11. 3 11 11. 2 8.5 9 
ontheast .... .... 2. 2 
•·• 1 
2. 5 2 4.1 3. 3 
Southwest ....... 0. 6 8.4 10. 8 11. 2 8. 7 15. 2 
Northwest ..... .. 5 a. 9 5. 7 3. 9 2.8 1 
1 
.July. August. Septem-ber. 
---------
5. 8 10.0 13. 5 
1. 5 3.2 5.1 
21.1 11. 6 6.1 
. 7 2.2 1. 5 
October. Novem-ber. 
------














:Fishery Industries of tho United Status, Sect. llL 
OCEAN TEMPERATURE CHART.No. 7 
By RICHARD RATHBUN, 
Station: Frying Pan Shoals Light Ship, North Carolina. · 
:Representing~ by means of curvesT the temperature of the air fr.o.m. 1'881 -··to 1883, inclusive_, and of the water a.t tne surface from. 
188rto '188.5, indusive. reduced to means.of ten days. 
EXPLANATION OF THE CURVES: ---1:88r. ---.1882, ........... . 1883. -·-'1884, _._..__ 1885. 
(lSS'IIED 1N :!886.) 
DAT£ AIR TEMPEffATURE, lSSl-2·3.. SURFACE TEMPERATURE, 1881-2-3, SURFACE TEMPERAT\JRE 1884-5. 
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EXPLANATION OF OCEAN TEMPERATURE CHART No. 8. 
CAPE LOOKOUT LIGHT-HOUSE, NORTH CAROLINA. 
Observer: DENARD RUMLEY. 
Location of station.-Cape Lookout light-house is situated on the easterly shore,. facing the open ocea11, about 3 
miles north of the extremity of Cape Lookout, North Carolina, and is about 90 miles northeasterly from Frying Pan 
Shoals light-ship. The sandy shore slopes gradually for about half a mile before a depth of 3 fathobs is reached. 
The 10-fathom curve is distant about 5 miles, the 20-fathom curve 21 miles, and the 100-fathom curve 35 miles. 
Geographical position.-Latitude, 34° 37' (20") N.; longitude, 76° 31' (26") W. 
Depth of water.-One foot. 
Range of temperature.--Air, 41° ( 43° to 84° ); surface, 42° ( 42° to 84°). 
The curves of air temperature con-espond more or less closely with those of the three preceding stations; the range 
is precisely the same, and the maxiruum and minimum records are each but 1 degree lower than at Frying Pan 
Shoal . It will be observed, however, that the surface curves agree in nearly all their details with those of the air, 
having e sentially the same range, and being much more irregular than at the three preceding light-ships. This is 
due to the fact that the observations were made in shallow water, close inshore, on a very gradually sloping beach. 
Ta11le shouing the.direction of the irinds, by quadrants, for each month of the year, bei-ng the means of jive years' obse1'1'ations . 
Quadrant. January. Febru- Muoh. I April. M~. June. July. August. Septem- October. Novem- Decem· ary. ber. ber. ber. 
------ ------
Northeast . ...... 11. 5 10. 2 8. o 10. 8 12. 7 9. 2 7. 3 12. 8 13. 2 13.6 10. 2 10. 2 
ootheast . ..... . , . I : , I 3. 0 n ''I 5.4 3. 7 3. 9 6.1 •. , I 3. 7 4. 3 Southwest ....... 7. 5 10 10. 5 13. _9 ! 17. 2 10. 7 6. 5 5. 9 4. 5 6. 6 Northw st . ...... 7. 7 4.6 6. 8 1. 6 .8 I 2. 1 1. 2 2. 3 6.1 8. 9 7. 7 
100 
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OCEAN TEMPERATURE CHART No .. 8 
.By RICHARD RATHBUN, 
Station: Cape Lookout Light House, . North Carolina. ·, , 
llepresenting,_by means of curves, the temperature ·of the.air from ·188_1,to 1.883, inclusive, and of the·water.aat the surface frorn 
, • y88.r to 18.8 5, inclusive. reduced .to·means of ten days. 
'EXPLANATION 0~ THE ·cURVES.- ·:xss~,. --- 1.8821 ;,,.-•• -. ...... ..:'1883, ---: x884~ -···- 1885. 
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EXPLANATION OF OCEAN 'l'EMPERATURE CHART No. 9. 
BODY'S ISLAND 1=,IGHT-HOUSE, NORTH CAROLINA.. 
Observer: PETER G. GALLOP. 
Location of station.-This light-house is situated near the southern end of Body's Island, north of Oregon Inlet, 
North Carolina, and is about 35¼ miles north of Cape Hatteras, and about 86 miles northeasterly from Cape Lookout. 
The shore is similar to that at Cape Lookont, sandy, aud shelving very gradua1ly so as to afford but slight depths of 
water near lan~. The 10-fathom curve is distant 2 miles, the 20-fathom curve 24 miles, and the 100-fathom curve 
35 miles. 
Geographical posilion.-Latitude, 35° 49' 07" N.; longitude, 75° 33' 40" W. 
Depth of water.-Seven to 9 feet. 
Range of temperatttre.-Air, 64° (27° to 91°); surface, 63° (28° to 910). 
'rhe records for this station show an extraordinary range of temperature. The air and surface curves arc almost 
precisely alike and indicate the same range of temperature for both air and surface, within 1°. The lowest surface 
temperatures recorded are probably the result of careless reading; the higher ones· indicate tllat the observations 
were probably made in very shallow and qniet water, directly influenced by the sun's rays during the heat of summer. 
The highest mean plotted, 91°, is 2½0 higller than the maximum for the a.ir at the Tortugas, and4° higher than the 
air maximum for any of the other stat.ions to the so'nth of Body's Island. The surface rn~ximnm also exceeds that 
of any of the more southern stations by 4-½0 • 
1'able showing the direction of the winds, by quadrau fs, for each month of tho year, being the means of three years' observations. 
Quadrant. January. Febru- March. April. May. June. July. August. Septem· October. Novoru- Decem-ary. ber. ber. ber. 
------ --- --- - -----------------
orlheast -----·- 8.4 8. 2 9. 6 12. 9 14.1 10 9. 8 14. 7 15. 4 15. 9 8. 6 7. 5 
outheast .... .... 8. 5 5.8 5.1 6 5. 5 5. 5 5. 7 7 6. 7 5 4. 4 G. 3 
, on th west ... .... 10 6.4 8. 9 6. 7 9.1 11. 5 13.1 7. 9 6. 8 6. 2 7. 3 9. 3 
Northwe t . ...... 9.1 7. 5 7. 4 5.2 2. 8 1. 5 1.9 1. 2 1.1 8. 8 9. 7 8. 6 
• 
:FlahMY Industrie~ of the Unitrd States, Sect. 'III. 
OCEAN TEMPERATURE CHART No. 9 
By RICHARD RATHBUN. • 
Station: Body's Island Light House, North Carolina. 
Representing, by means of curves, the temperature of the air from. 188 I to 1883, inclusive, and. of the water at the surface from 
1881 to 1.883, inclusive, reduced to means of ten days. 
EXPLANATION OF THE CURVES: --- 1881, --- 1:882, ........... 1883, ---.x884, -···- 1885. 
(ISSUED IN 1886.J 
DATE AIR TEMPERATURE, 1881-2-3. SURFACE TEMPERATURE; 1881-2-3. SURFACE TEMPERATURE., 1884-5. 
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EXPLANATION OF OCEAN TEMPERATURE CHART No .. 10. 
WINTER-QUARTER SHOAL LIGHT-SHIP, VIRGINIA. 
Observer: C. LINDEMANN. 
Location of atation.-This light-ship is anchored 2 miles SE. by E.-½ E. from Winter-Quarter Shoal, and 8½ miles off 
Assateague Island, on the coast of Virginia. It is about midway between Chesapeake Bay and Delaware Bay 
entrances, and about 128 miles north of Body's Island light. Between the light-ship and the·mainland depths of ( 
to 10 fathoms occur. The 20-fathom curve is distant about 20 miles, the 'lO0-fathom curve nearly 50 miles. 
Geographical poaition.-Latitude, 37° 57' (03") N.; longitude, 75° 05' (29") W. 
Depth of water.-Ten and one-half fathoms. 
Range of temperature (March 1 to January 1).-Air, 48° (33° to 81°); surface, 41° (35°.5 to 76°.5.) 
Winter-Quarter Shoal light-ship may be regarded as the southernmost of a third series of stations in which the 
surface temperature seldom exceeds 75° F., and within the period plotted (March to January) may fall (according to 
the records) to nearly 35°. The surface curves are somewhat less uniformly parallel with the air curves than at the 
more southern stations, but the differences are not very marked. 
Table showing the direction of the winds, by quadrants, for each month of the year, being the means.of five years' observations. 
Quadrant. J'anuary. Febru- March. April. May. June. J'uly. August. Septem- October. Novem- Decem-ary. ber. ber. ber. 
------ ------
Northeast . ...... 9.5 7. 7 8.1 9. 4 11.6 7. 5 5. 5 12. 2 10. 6 12 7.5 6.1 
Southeast ..... _ .. 2. 7 4 5.3 5. 7 5. 6 9.3 5.1 5.4 5.1 5.3 2.3 4 
Southwest ....... 8. 6 7.8 6. 8 6. 9 10. 8 9.6 14.1 9.5 10.5 7.8 9.9 9.8 
Northwest ....... 9.9 7. 9 9. 9 6 L9 1.8 2. 8 2. 2 2.8 4.8 9. 8 9. 5 
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Fishery Imlus ti-i es ur tlte U uitetl S tate~, Sect. III. 
OCEAN TEMPERATURE 'CHART No .. ,10 
J3:Y' RICHARD'::RATHBUN. 
Station.: Winter Quarter. Shoal Light Ship, Virginia. 
Representing,.by means of curves, the _tem.peratute ~f the. air from c88.r to ·1883, foclusiv.e, and _of .the.-wa.ter at the surface: fr.om 
1881 to 1885, inclusive. reduced .to means .oC.ten. ·days. 
EXPLANATION OFT.HE CURVES: -- 188r, ---"1.882, ............ n'I883, ---.1884,. - ... -_1885 . 




AIR 'TEJ.1PERATUR£. 1881-2.-3. 
c..5- _60° __ . 6_5° 60° 66° 10· r..n' 
SURFACE TEMPERATURE; , ras1-2-a •. 
!J,5_:__----50° 55" 60° 66° 7n ° 
SURFACE 1TEMPERATURE, 188~5. 
4-0" __ ~5_'_M_°__-55_'_ __ 60"_ __ 6fi_~ - 10· 
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EXPLANATION OF OCEAN TEMPERATURE CHART No. 11. 
F°!VE-FATHOM BANK LIGHT-SHIP, NEW JERSEY. 
Observers: JORN REEVES, DANIEL MANLOVE, WILLIAM W. SMITH, 
Location of station.-This light-ship is located about 14 miles from the nearest part of the New Jersey coast, just 
ea.st of Cape May, north of the entrance to Delaware Bay, and about 56 miles northeasterly from Winter-Quarter 
Shoal light-ship. It is anchored about 1½ miles outside of the 10-fathom curve, im. a depth of 12 fathoms. The. 20-
fathom curve is distant 13½ miles, the 100-fathom curve 55 miles. 
Geographical position.-Latitude, 38° 48' (2~") N.; longitude, 74° 36' (09") W. 
D&pth of water.-1'welve fathoms. 
Range of temperature (March 1 to ·January 1).-A.ir, 47° (36°.5 to 83°.5); surface, 39° (37° to 76°). 
The temperatures at this station differ somewhat from those at Winter-Quarter Shoal, and not constantly in the 
same direct ion, being sometimes slightly higher, at others slightly lower, during corresponding periods. With a 
single marked exception, the summer air temperatures average lower here ; the surface curves are more nearly like 
those at Winter Quarter, but do not show so low a minimum in the colder months plotted. An unusually high air 
temperature was reached between June 19 and 291 1882, accompanied mainly by southwesterly winds, which are the 
prevailing -winds for that month. This extreme variation is not observable at the neighboring stations, and it ap-
parently had no influence upon the temperature of the water at this place. 
Table showing the direction of the winds, by quadrants, for each month of the yeur, being the rneans of five years' observations. 
Quadrant. January. F ebru- March. April. May. June. July. August. Se~t~~- October. Novem- Decem-ary. ber. ber. 
---- - -• N orlheast . . .. __ .. 5. 2 6.1 6. 3 6. 8 9 6 5. 5 9. 3 9.4 9 6. 3 4. 2 
Southeast . _ . ... . 1.8 2, 9 3. 7 5. 2 6 7 5. 5 5. 9 4. 6 4. 2 2.1 3. 2 
Southwest .. _ .. .. 7. 8 6. 3 6.8 6. 6 10 12.9 1 .. 1 10. 5 1L7 8. 6 9 9. 7 
Northwest.·--- .. 14.4 11.5 13.4 8. 9 5 3.1 4. 2 3. 8 3.8 7. 9 12.1 12. .... 
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Fishery Inclnstries of the Unit<'•l States, Sect. m. 
_OCEAN TEMPERATURE CI-IART No.11 
By· RICHARD RATHlUIN, 
Station: Five Fathom Bank Light Ship, New Jersey. 
Repres-en-rlng, by means af curves, the temperature of the air fr.am r.aJh to J.'8.83_, ·indrrsive-, and of the water -at the surface frmn 
r:8 8 r to 18 8 5, inclusive, re.duc:e.tl to means of ten days. 
EXPLANATION OF 'tHE CURVES, - 1881, --- 1882, ....... ...-r--. 1883, -·- 1884, -·- 1885. 
(IssUED m r8-86.) 
DATE AIR'. TEMPERATURE, 1881-2-3. SURFACE TEMPERATURE, 1881-2-3. SURFACE TEMPERATURE, 1884-5. 
~0° 46° 50"0 55° 60° 65° 70° 4:0° '1:5° 50° 55° - 60° 65° 70° 
JANUARY l; I I I I I I I I I I . I _LL . I I I I I 
10: :;: ! i I ! ! ! ! ! 7T I I I ! I 
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I 
It 301 1 I 11 I I I I 11 I I I I I I I I 1 1 11 11 1 11 I 1 1 I I I I I 11 I I 1 1 I I I I I I I 1 1 I 11 I I I I I I I I I I 11 I I I I I I I I I I I I I 111 I I I I I I I 1 1 1 I I I I I I I 1 1 : I I I I I I I I I I 11 I I I I ! 11 
1:ll~EBRU.A.RY 9 I I 111 1 j I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I 11 1 1111 1 1111 1 1111 1 1111 1 1 111 1 11 1 111 1 11 1 11 1 111111 1 I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I 11 
I 
n 
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EXPLANATION OF OCEAN TEMPERATURE CHART No. 12. 
ABSECON LIGHT-HOUSE, NEW JERSEY. 
Observer : A. G. WOLF. 
Location of 8fation.-Ab&econ light-house is located on tbe beach in front of Atlantic City, N. J., and just south of 
t,lltl tmtrancc to Absecon Inlet. It is 34-i miles N. by E. i E. of :Five Fathom Bank light-ship. The shore in front of 
the light-house is faced with shoals. Tho 10-fatbom curve is ilistant 6½ miles, the 20-fatbom curve34 miles, the 100-
fa.tbom curve 70 miles. 
Geographical posilion.-Latitude, 39° 21' 5911 N. ; longitude, 74° 24' 52" W. 
Depth of tcater.-Nine to 15 feet. 
Range of temperntnre (March 1 to January 1).-Air, 46°.5 (33° to 79°.5); surface, 45o (34°.5 to 79°.5). 
Although loc·ate<l on tbe shor<' of an inlet, protected by shoals in front, this station affords more satisfactory results 
than either Body's Lsland or Cape Lookout. Tl.le ranges of temperature given above are essentially the same for both 
tho air and tmrface, but if we except the surface curve fol' 1885, and compare only the air and surface curves for cor-
respondiug years, 1881-1883, we find that the uiax:imum for the air exceeds that for the surface by nearly five degrees. 
The con,litions are, tliereforP, w·ry much the finme at Absecon ::is at Five Fathom Bank, and the surface curves are 
nearly a. regnl::ir. 
Table Blwu·iug the direction of the winds, by quadrattlB, for each rnonth of the year, being the means of jive years' o'hservations. 
Quadrant. ,Jann~,,-, Febro· Match. .A pl'il. May. Jnne. I Joly. August. Septem- o,tob«. I N;:::n· Decem-ary. ber. ber. 
----- , _____ ---1--
·ortheaat ....... 5. 2 7. 2· 7. 8 9. 7 JO. 3 7, 9 I 8. 5 9. 8 10. 3 8. 6 4.4 3. 8 
Southeast._ •..... 2. 8 2.8 4. 3 6. 7 
ll , I ,,_, I 
JO I 
9. 4 8. 2 7.1 4.2 3. 9 
Southwest ... .' ... 6.9 6.3 6. 2 4. 9 4.8 6. 3 7. 5 6. 9 6. 9 6. 2 8. 9 9.4 
Northwest ..••... 16 12. 9 12. 7 8. 5 4. 5 3. 5 4. 6 '-.6 4.5 8.7 12.1 J.3. 8 
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Fishery Industries of tho Unik1l Sta/Ps, Sect. TIT. 
OCEAN TEMPERATURE CHART No.12 
By RICHARD _RATHBUN~ 
Station: Absecon Inlet Light House, New Jersey. 
Representlngy by means of cmresy the renrpera.ture 0£ the. air from i: 88 :t ·t.o 18 8 3, ~elusive, and o.f the wa.te:r at th~ s.u.rfu.ca.· tmm. 
'I 881. to -18 8 5., inclusive, .red.m:e.d'. to means of ten day.s., 
EXPLANATION OF THE CURVES l ---.t88r~ ----:r-SS~, .,, ..... - .. - '1883, -1:884, ----- t885. 
(Issmm m 1886.} 
DATE AlR TEMf:>ERATUREr, t88F2--3. SURFACE TEMPERATURE, f8.8l-2~ .. SURFACE. TEMPERATURE, 1884.:5:.. 
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EXPLANATION OF OCEAN TEMPERATURE CHART Ne. 13. 
SA:ijDY HOOK LIGHT-SHIP, NEW YORK. 
Observers: JAMES COSGROVE, R. H. PRITCHARD. 
Location of station.-This light-ship is anchored in 14 fathoms of water, off the entrance to New York Bay, 6.miles 
east of Sandy Hook, N. J., the nearest land, and St miles south of Rockaway Beach, Long Island. It is distant about 
70 miles northeasterly from Absecon light. The 15-fathom ~urve forms a bight ex~ending in towards New York Bay · 
tintrance, and reacliing nearly to the light-ship, inside of which the depths decrease somewhat rapidly. The 20-fathom 
curve is distant 16 miles; the 100-fathom curve,- 95 miles. 
Geographical position.-Latitude, 40° 26' (12") N.; longitude, 73° 51' (42") W. 
Depth of water.-Fourteen fathoms. 
Range of temperature (March 1 to January 1).--Air, 50° (31°.5 to 81°.i); .snrface, 41°.5 (33° to 740,5). 
The range of air temperature is greater than at any of the three preceding stations, but the maximum is two 
degrees lower than at Five-Fathom Bank, about the same as at Winter Quarter Shoal, and two degrees higher than 
at Absecon. The maximum surface temperature is slightly lower than at the preceding stations. 
Table showing the di1·eotion of the winds; by quadrants, for each month of the year, being the means of five years' observations. 
Quadrant. January. Febro., March. April. May. June. July. August. Se~i:~- October. Novem- Decem-ary. ber. ber. 
---
Northeast .. ...•. 7 6. 7 6 5.3 6.4 3. 6 3.5 6.6 7.6 8.6 ' 6 6.5 
Southeast ........ 3 3.1 4. 6 5.5 10.4 11 9.5 8. 3 8.8 6.4 ' s. 9 3.7 
Southwest ...... . 4. 9 3.7 3.8 5. 7 4. 9 7.1 8.3 7. 3 6.8 5.7 6.1 5.8 
Northwest ....... 15. 6 12.6 15 11.5 7 11.7 8.1 7 5. 7 9.5 13.6 14.6 
200 
F,, hcry Industries of the United Stntes, Sect. ill. 
OCEAN TEMPERATU.RE CHART No.13 
By RICHARD .RA.THBUN. 
Station: Sandy Hook Light Ship, New York. 
Representing, by means of curves, the temperature of the air from 1881 to I883, inclusive, ~nd of the water at t:be surface .from 
1881 to 1885, inclusive, reduced to means of ten days. 
EXPLANATION OF THE CURVES: ---· 188t~ --- 1882, ........ - -~ :r883, - 1884, - - 1885. 
(lssuED m r886.) 
DATE AIR TEMPERATURE .. 1881-2-3. 'SURFACE TEMPERATURE, 1881-2-3 •. SURFACE TEMPERATURE. 1884-S. 
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EXPLANATION 9F OCEAN TEMPERATURE CHART No. 14. 
FIRE ISLAND LIGHT-HOUSE. NEW YORK. 
Observers: C. A. BLYDENBURGH, SETH R. HUBBA.RD. 
Location of station.-This light-house is situated on the east side of Fire Island Inlet, south side of Long Island, 
31 miles E. by N. from Sandy Hook light-ship; and the observations were taken in the narrow entrance to Great 
South Bay, between Fire I sland and Oak Island. The 10-fathom curve is distant 11- miles from the outer beach; 
the 20-fathom curve, 18 miles; the 100-fathom curve, 85 miles. 
Geographical position.-Latitude, 40° 37' 57" N.; longitude, 73° 13' 09" W. 
Depth of wat.er.-Three feet. 
Range of temperature (March 1 to January 1).-Air, 48°.5 (35° to 83°.5); surface, 40° (35° to 75°). 
The observations at this station were probably taken in rapidly running water, as the surface curves are compar-
atively regular, aud the maximum surface temperature is s0 lower than the maximum for the air. In the range of both 
air anu surface temperatures this station agrees most closely with Five-Fathom Bank, the differences being very slight. 
Table showing the direction of the winds, by quadrants, for each month of the year, being the means of five years' observations. 
Quadrant. January. Febru- March. April May. June. July. August. Sec,tem- October. Novem- Decem-ary. er. ber, ber. 
------------------------
Northeast ....... 5.8 4. 6 5.3 4.5 5 3. 3 3. 2 5.3 5. 9 7 5.4 7.' 
Southeast ........ 1. 7 4. 2 3. 8 4. 6 8 4. 7 4. 7 5. 5 4. 7 4.9 1. 9 1.8 
Southwest ... .•.. 7.3 6.4 6. 6 8. 9 8. 7 12. 7 13.2 12.5 11.5 7. 7 8.3 8.8 
Northwest. ...•.. ]1.6 9.6 10. 9 7. 6 3. 9 3. 6 4. 9 2.1 3.5 6. 9 9.8 8.' 
Fishery Industries of t ho U uitecl St at es, Sect. III. 
OCEAN TEMPERATURE CHART No.l4 
By RICHARD RATHBUN. 
Station: Fire Island Light_House, New York. 
Representing, by means· of curves; the temperature of the air from 188I to 1883, inclusive, a.ntl of tb.e·wa.ter at the surface from 
I8 8I __ to 1885, inclusiveJ· reduced to means ~f. ten days~ 
EXPLANATION OF. T HE CURVES = --- J:8BI, --- :t882, •••uuur 1883, -·- :1884!' -·u-'l.885. 
(lssu.ED lN :i.886.:) 
DATE Al R TEMPERATURE, 1881-2~·3. SURFACE TEMPERATURE, 1881:'2~3r SURFACE TEMPERATURE, 1884-5. 
/i0° 4.5° 50° 55° 60° 65° 70° /±0° li:5° 50° 55° 60° 65° 70° 40° ft..5° 50° 55° 60 ° 65 ° 70° 
J'.<\.'NUARY ia--rr [ , 11 t' ·1-7 LI LD -~ I ' 
C"( 
re 
' T------ ,_ --- . ,_ -- ~1--- I -I - - /-H -++--I-H--1-1---++h-e-l--l-+++-I-H-H-H-l--+++-H 
io 1 - I T,__ . . .l 1 · , , . . . 
i I -----. . --- I I -- , ~ I: : '1· · ·., , ,· ' -- 1 • • , 
20 t .. , .. __ . · -
1 1 I I I I I • .1. · · : : : , · 
1---1--1-- ...... -,--1+ :- ---- --- -- . - . 
,1 ii 
t, 30 1 1 111 1 1 : I 11 11 11 1 11 I : I l 11 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 I I 1111 I I 1 1 11 11 1 11 I 11 I 1 11 1 1 11 1 1 111 1 11111 1 1111 1 111 111 1 11 1 [ 1 11 1 111111 ii r 11 1 1 '] LI l 11 l ·l 1 l t J I 1 ·l 11 1 
H 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 I-I-H-l-+-+-l-h•++-H-I-I-I-H-l-+-H+H-1--l-++1-l-H-l-l-l-++I-H-++-I-I--H- H -++l-l-+-+- l+ht-l-l-+-1-I-J-l-+-l-.1-1-!-1---l-l-l.,..j-l-+,-l-l-1+4-l-l-t-l-H l I 1 1 · 1 l I I I ~ ·] 'l 'I l 1 -~ 
FEBRUARY 9 
1:1:H-rn;:1 1 .+rn~ ;1,1 :11 , , , , , JUt.1-U-l-1-+UJJ.~-W-f-l~JJl ~ j J J ! 11 11 J .1 H-H I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I l-++++-l-i-H'-1-1-1- H - H - H-H-•-, 1-+---l-1-1-1--1-1-w.-1-1-1-1-H-H+H - . . . c--r:, 
l '; ! 
I( 19 ' 
tl q 
,"'7 I ii 
~IARCH l 










l[ ' N 
\N ~, -, -1 -. 
'" rx\. 
{f{t~ 
II ,I l 
\! ' " j] [ 
,, 11 
XM·.~~llillill I I I I I I I I I I llllJ II I Il l I I I\MU 
APRIL 10 
~l1H~*~ ~~1 1-- ll lllll lllt~a,~~~~, i,i, ,~ 
1-ll I I l'kl-j' i' 








lil.''U. .. . < ';', I IJ I I 11 I I 11111111 1111 I I 1111 I I I I '<l I Ill Il l 11 11111 1 I IIJJ 1111j 
10 T] \ \. I •· ... ' I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I 111 I I I I I I I I I I I I I N 1 I 1..J J .I I l I I I I 1 1 I I I 1· 1 . 
~r .J •. · '' I'. '• 1' "° I I I r ;., 
,-1"' "' • 1· •.! ' ,, 
I" I,. •, ~ • 
;:?{5 f"'T" i'..l •. . ·, '~. "\ -1-H-H·+++f" 1 I~ •, ,-. • 
I' '• ' '" • •. I I I I I I I I ' J ~ •. 1• I\ 
30~i i 1 i i 11i\iii11J1ii-tii i\iiii l'r, · .. .. l 1'~ ~·· •• 
N..11', 






ijlll\\ ll 111  l li \ l i l ll llWf\11-111111 IEWffillilll laa-ft11' ! \J l I .. N_ J' ·,~. 'I 1 I I I I .. . _ .. ,, 
" 11 1111 1111 11111 1 , 1 119 - "''.~... '•i 17~.I l \ ~ I I I I I I 11 I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I li1'·J . .•.. ... -
l',' •,I 1 ,.,, I r--,1 ~ i i I I I 11 11 I I I I I I I I I II II I II I I I II I I I I II I l:\ 
~ 
"I  I 
N. I 1 
' i...VI 1111 ·· eD 'N':·l I [l!,,i I I I I 11 I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I ' I I I ~, , . .. . ... . -
,t ,,·K I 1'{-i\ l I 1 1 11 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 , 1, 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 , ,, 1, 1 ·~ 
~ t'i 
Till I J-
JULY ~ ! , , 1 1 I IN,-.. J 11 \ ~hJ 11 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I 1 ' in . 











Dil 11 ! 1111111 i 111111 ! WUfililllfflffi.fi lt lWi 1• 1111 ···'· ........ .................... --~~~ 
111 
I I I I II I 
u 1.S 11 
j 
jJ II 





J 1· l \ 
,, . .. ,r 
-~ 
.A.UGUBT 8, .. ~ 
" 2.8 ., I I . . .... . . -- . Wt l 11 I I 111 11111 11 I 11 l 1111 l I I I 11111 I 111 1 IN 
1 .. J+n " 1 1 1 1 1 1111 I I I I I I I I 1 I I I I I I I I I I If I I 11 I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I W 
I 11 I 





i I ii jjj_jjjJLi LWJ I - .. 
I ! ! ! .. ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! 1111 .··1~_ 
illilillllllllll.llL 
~,,III' I I I I I' I I I I' I I I 11 I I I I' I I l~t I 17;~1 l'I lTrTTTITllTITrTrlnTrlTffff~~ffi I: [I I I I I rr l I I fffifffl I fff I I '' ' 
·• .•.•.. 11111111 · 11 I I 111 !%11 I! 1l I l1 I I II I I I I I I I ITT Jhlr 11 '] 11. ~UI~ = I: :11 
1r i-U-! 
r I' 
!?ii ! ~p 111 11 Ii / _)"''_)~( 1111 1111 1111 11 ll 1 111 .: I Y/llllTITT ll 
~ . 111 !_!J { .... ' 11 111 I 11 I I 111 l I !:·· 1/{- I I I I I I : II II I l I !I I I: I 
'ND '1 mm -~ 11 I r I 11 I 111 .-;· I / I I ! I I I I I I I 11 11 I..-: 1 ~- ;j ' I I I I I I I I I I I I 1 1 1 I I 1 1 • . 
· Vli: · u 11 1 11 iJ.+· ;., 1 1 11 1 1 11 1 1 1111 -tn 11 1 · • · · · · · ., ...... · · · .. · --
10 I I I 11 _D;iv.:J~: 1/il · I 11 I I I I l 11 . J,.1 i ./ l I I I 
11. + ~"-<" I ,/ . 1t -.~ I I I I 11 I 11 ~¢ ,, ~... Ji 
() 0 n JT 1 , L ~-"h 1 1 ~ 1 1 1 11 , 1~~ .. · 11 1 11 
~ 11 1111 11 i1:.':td'T 111 I I I I I 11 I U'Jf si ¼ 
C 
G I II 
,.....-r:,~~"ER 6 1 1 I 'Ii I I \~ ,-m-1 . I 1111 1111 1111 1111 I n ~ m I :?'11 I I I I :I I I I ! I l ' I I 11 I I I I ' I I I I ' I I N 1 m., I I I ' I I I I I 
~v~ JI J I )' -.I I I 11 ! 1? I ' 111 I , , rr.-n-n- '' ' '' J ' ' ' '' '• , ,, '' ' '"" '''' •• , , 
16 1 \l ... i· I I !.. . ~l- 11 I 11 I 11 I ': 







!t,0 ° .{5° 50° 55 ° G0° G5° i0° ~0° !!5 ° 50° 55° 60° 65° 70° 1t 0° !15~ 50° 55° 60° 05° ... h °' 
\ 
t . one dl><ffM" Fnhrenheii, :and the fractional parts of a degree :ire indicated :is exactly as poss:l>lc in the plotting of the cur\'eS. Each fifth ·ca1 · t r pace repr~SC!1.!i -·-- . . . . . . . 
Each v er.tl 
10 
e .s h • line ·n,c tr.ins\'cr.sc interspaces inclosc<l b,· the heavier Imes represent penotls of ccn days each, as indicated b,• the dates on tlin . . . r .... htl)' cav1er • ~ .. 
1 
'-
de~ 1s r epresented b) :is 
1
~ 1 .. h --nsverse Jinc:.. inlCml. edjatc lx:h,..een the hca\-ier ones, are intended co represent the mean of each ten days, and the cur\'es of tempec-1:,--- - l t The w tel'. ..... 
left-hand side of the .Pae. . rll . lines. The left-h:md vertical dh·isio.: i,; de\"otctl to rhe ai r. temperature; for 1881, 18::S1 and . 1833
1 
th!! middle division .
101 
the sur.fac.~ 
ature are plotte<l with reference to.: thus permittiog ,of ~ comparison of the two; and I.he right:b ;i.u.d <li\'i:;iou to the water temperature! for 188,l and i 88s. 





EXPLANATION OF OCEAN TEMPERATURE CHART No. 15. 
BLOUK ISLAND SOUTHEAST LIGHT-HOUSE, RHODE ISLAND. 
Observer : H. w. CLARK. 
Location of station.-This light-house is located on the high bluff at the southeastern extremity of Block Island, 
and is distant 8~ mileR northeasterly from Fire Island Light-house, and 78½ miles W. by N. -t N. from Nantucket New 
South Sboa11ight-sh!p. The water is very shallow off the southern end of the island, the depths increasing gradually 
seaward. The 20-fathom curve is distant abont 5 miles; the 100-fathom curve, about 70 miles. 
Geographical position.-Latitude, 41° 09' 10" N., longitude, 71° 33' 09" W. 
Depth of water.-The observations were taken at the edge of the beach, below the light-house, facing the open sea 
to the south. 
Range of temperature (March 1 to January 1).-Air, 57° (22° to 79°); surface, 41° (29°.5 to 70°.5). 
Although the observations were taken from the beach, the surface curves show little.direct influence of the air 
temperature upon the water, and are comparatively regular. The maximum air temperature is about the same as at 
Absecon, N. J., but the maximum for the surface is four degrees lower than at any of tbe stations to the west and 
south. 
Table showing the direction of the winds, by quadrants, for e<Jl)h month of the year, being the means of jive years' observations. 
-
Quadrant. January. Febru- March. April May. June. July. August. Septem- October. Novem- Decem-ary. ber. ber. ber. 
---------------
Northeast ·------ 6.7 4.8 8.1 8. 7 8.9 5. 2 4.1 6 9.8 10.9 5., 7 
Southeast. --.. -- . 4.3 4. 2 2.2 3. 5 5. 6 4 3. 8 4 5 4.1 2.7 2.2 
Southwest.·----· 7.5 6.2 8. 2 11 10. 7 16. 9 16. 7 17.6 11. 3 12.1 9. g 9. 7 
Northwest ..••... 12.5 8. 8 11. 7 6.8 4.6 3.7 4. 2 3. 2 S.9 3.9 9.8 9. 9 
-
Fisbe1-y Industri es nf thi> TTniterl State~. Sect. III. 
OCEAN TEMPERATURE CHART Noo 15 
By)UCH/\.RD, RATHBUN 
Station: Block Island S. · E. Light.House, Rhode Island. 
Representing, by means of curves, the temperature of the air·from 188L to 1883> inclusive, and of the water arthe ·surface from 
18 8 1, to 18 8 .5, incius1ve, reduced ta means of ten days .. __ 
EXPLANATlDN OF THE CURVES: --- l:88r, - .-- :t882, . •••--••n• :1883, ~ ,1884, _, .. - /1:885. 
Q.sSUED IN 1886.) 
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EXPLANATION OF OCEAN TEMPERATURE CHART No. 16. 
BRENTON'S REEF LIGHT-SHIP, RHODE ISLAND. 
Observer: CHARLES D. MARSH. 
Location of station.-This light-ship is located in the middle of the entrance to Narragansett Bay, about 1-i- ·miles 
SW. of the southern point of the Islaud of Rhode Island, and a little over a mile off Brenton's Reef, the depths 
between ranging from 4½ to 141 fathoms. It is 171 miles NE. -l N. of Block Island southeast light, and faces the 
open sea. to the south, the depths increasing gradually seaward. The 20-fathom curve is distant about 8½ miles; the 
100-fathom curve, about 85 miles. 
Geographical poaition.-Latitude, 41° 25' (52") N.; longitude, 71° 22' (36") W. 
Depth of water.-Fourteen and one-half fathoms. 
Range of temperature (March 1 to January 1).-Air, 45°.5 (2!>0 to 74°.5); surface, 35° (34° to 69°). 
The minimum temperatures are higher, the maximum lower at this station than at Block Island. The maximum 
surface temperatures, however, show a difference of only 1½0 for the two stations. It is proba,ble that the surface 
observa.tions for Brenton's Reef are the more reliable, having been taken where the water is 14¼ fathoms deep. 
Table showing the direction of the winds, by quadrants, for each month of the year, being the means of jive years' observations. 
Quadrant. January. Febrn· March. April. May. June. ary. 
Northeast ....... 4 5 5.5 6. 2 7.1 2. 7 
Southe!\St . . ... . .. 3 3.3 4.4 4.6 7.6 6.2 
Southwest . .•••.. 8. 7 6.3 6.4 9.6 10. 8 15 
Northwest . .••••. 14 llU 13. 2 8. 5 4 a. 8 
July. August. Septem. ber. 
---
2. 8 4.6 6 
6 4.8 6. 3 
15.5 15. 9 10.9 
4 4.1 4. 7 
October. Novem-ber. 
8.1 4. 7 
4.8 2 
9. 7 11 










Fishery Iudust ries of the U nited States, Sect. ill, 
OCEAN TEMPERr~TURE CHART No. ·16 
By RICHARD RATHBUN, 
Station: Brenton's Reef Light Shi'p,- Rhode Island. 
Rep.resenting, by means of curves, the temperature of the air from 1881 to 1883, inclusive; and of the water at the surface from 
188·1 to 1885, inclusive· reduced to means of ten days. 
EXPLANATION OF!J"HE CURVES: -1:8811 ---,.:x882; ··---••n"'.!883, -~-:J:1384!1 ._,.,_ J:885. 
(IssuED JN l 886.) 
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Each-vertical inters~ce represents one ,degree Fahrenhtlr, amt tne fractiona1 parts of a degree·are indi'cated as exactlr as possible in the _plotting or th<' cm,·~ 
degtee is. rep.resented by a slightly hea,;.ier line. The traasve(se fotcrspaces inclosed by the heavier lines reprc~ent periods of ten days e.'lch, as inclicau.:d by the d 
Jtft:1:iand 'side of ' the plate. Ihe lighter ltilns,·erse lines, inter.mediate between 'the _heavier ones, are intendecl'io represent the mean of. e.:.ch ten <.lays, and the curves of 
e.turc are ploflcd·,~-ith reference to these Jines. The left-hand vertical division is devoted tcr \:be aii- temperatures for i88r, 1882 and 1ss3, the middle di,·isi011 to tht 
v,,uer tcmperoture..s for the sah'fe years, thus ~rmitling of a tom parison of ·the two; a.nd the rig'ht-hand division to the water temperat-..ire~ for 1 SS.4 and I SSs 


EXPLANATION OF OCEAN TEMPERATURE CHART No. 17. 
VINEYARD SOUND LIGHT-SHIP, MASSACHUSETTS. 
Observers: WILLIAM H. DOANE, A.H. BRAY. 
'- Location of station.-The Vineyard Sound, or'' Sow and Pigs" light-ship, as it was formerly called, is anchored 1 
mile to the southwestward of Sow and Pigs Reef, and 2½ miles SW. by W. of the light on Cuttyhup.k Island, the south-
ernmost of the Elizaueth Group. It i8 situated 17½ miles E. by S. i- S. of Brenton's Reef light-ship, and on the western 
side of the southern entrance to Vineyard Sound. Within a radius of a mile the depths range from 4½ to 16½ fathoms. 
The 20-fathom curve is distant about 6 miles; the 100-fathom curve, about 80 miles. 
Geographical position.-Latitude, 41 ° 23' (02") N.; longitude, 70° 59' (01") W. 
Depth of water.-Fifteen fathoms. 
Range of temperatu1"e (March 1 to January 1).-Air, 43° (28°.5 to 71°.5); surface, 37° (31° to 68°). 
The temperatures for the colder months were evidently_more carefully read here than at most of the northern 
stations, and the curves have been plotted on the chart for the entire year. In reckoning the ranges of temperature, 
however, January and February have been omitted to facilitate comparisons with the neighboring stations. Com-
pared with Brenton's Reef, the maximum air record is 3° lower, the maximum surface only 1° lower, indicating 
closely corresponding conditions. 
Table showing the direct-ion of the wi1J,ds, by quadrants, for each month of the year, being the means of five yea1·s' observations. 
Quadrant. January. Febru· March. April. May. June. July. August. Septem- October. Novem- Decem· ary. ber. ber. ber. 
-------
Northeast . ...... 5.8 6.5 6.3 6. 9 8.6 4.8 4.4 6.8 9. 3 10. 2 6 5. 5 
Southeast ....•.. 2.4 4. 5 4. 3 3. 6 5.8 5.5 5.3 5.4 4. 5 4.1 ]. 9 2. l? 
Southwest ....... 8.6 5.3 7. 8 10. 7 12. l} 16. 3 16 14. 8 11. 3 9.4 11.1 9 3 
Northwest ...• ••• 13.8 10.2 11. 7 6.8 3 2.9 3.6 2.1 4.1 6.5 10.2 1-! 8 
208 
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Fishery Industries of the United States, Sect. III. 
' 
OCEAN TEMPERATURE CHART No.17 
By ~ICHARD RATHBUN, " 
Station: Vineyard Sound Light Ship, Massachusetts. , 
I 
Representing, by means of curves, the temperarure of the air from 188.t to 1883, inclusive, and of the water at the surface fro.:.:n 
I 8 8 I to 18 8 5, inclusive~ reduced to means of ten days. 
EXPLANATION OF THE CURVES: --- 188r, --- x88~, ............ 1883, -·- :1884, -···- '1885. 
{ISSUED IN 1886.) , 
DATE: AIR T.EMPERATURE, 1881-2-3. SURFACE TEMPERATURE, 1881-2-3. SURFACE TE.MPERATURE, 1884-5. 
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EXPLANATION OF OCEAN TEMPERATURE CHART No. 18. 
NANTUCKET NEW SOUTH SHOAL LIGHT-SHIP. 
Obse,1:ers: T .. S. JAMES, A . J. SANDSffC'RG, ISAAC HAMBLEN. 
Location of station.-Nantucket (or Davis') New Son th Shoal light-ship is placed at the southern end of Nantucket 
Shoals, about 3 miles SSE. of the shoalest part of Davis' Now South Shoal, and 21 miles SE. of Nantucket Island, the 
nearest land. It is distant from Vineyard Sound light-ship about 58 miles in a southeasterly direction. Iu the im-
mediate dcinity tbe depths range from 11 to 18 fathoms. The water deepens gradually seawar<l, attaining a depth of 
10 fathoms at, distances of 22 to 25 miles; the 100-fatl.iom curve is distant about 60 miles. 
Geographical position.-Latitudc, 40° 54' (51") }l.; longit1i.de, 69~ 49' (26") W. 
Depth of water.--Six.teen to 18 fathoms. 
Range of teniperature (12 months).-Air, 4:3° (2G0 to G9°); surface, 28°.5 (33".5 to 62°). 
The position of this light-ship, over 20 m~les from the nearest land, and in the course of those schools of surface 
111-;h that pass around or through the Nantucket Shoal:, in their migrations, especially :fits it as a permanent station 
for temperature aml otllrr ouservations bearing upon the coast fisheries. The temperature of the snrface water is 
nwr ec1nablo hero than at any of tlie _preceding stations norLh of the Florida Reef:3, but the maximum surface tem-
perature at Na[Jt.ucket New South Shoal is 8° lower than the minimum at Fowey Rocks. The comparatively slight 
range of temperature throughout the year has made it possible to utilize the winter temperatures, all of wl..iich lrnve 
been plotte<l on the chart.. 
The range of air temperatnro from :\farch 1 to·January l is 40° (29° to 69°), nearly 11.ie same as at Vineyard Sound 
light.ship, the maximum being 2-½0 lo wer at New South Shoal than at Vineyard Sound. The lowest air records for 
the winter months alRo differ ouly 2° at ihese two stations. The maximum surface temperature at New South Shoal 
i , llowc,·er, G0 lower than at Vineyard Sound, a.ml the minimum between March an<l January, about 3° liigber. The 
range of&nrfacc ternperntnre is, therefore, consiuorab]y less at, Now South Shoal. 
Table 8lto:ri11g the direction of the wl11cl, by quadrants, for eaoh rnonth of the yew·, being the 1n<>ans of five years• obsen:ations. 
Q,oa<lr.rnt. ;,foooa,y. F!~;~- 1 Ma,·ch. J Ap,H. Moy. ~ July. 
:01the.1kt . .. .. . . 1 4. 8 4.1 5 'i.:.: 0.4 5. 2 41 
~oalhNto,t . . . . . . 4. 41 4. 2 4. 5 S. G 5. 1 :J.f1 5. 4 
">outhwest ... . .. . 
1 
7. 1 5. 7 5. 8 8. 2 !J. O 14. 8 13 
~1 lhw: st.~-... . 1:J 7 _ l~-- 1~ _ 8. 8 4 2. 2 I 2. 1 
----- -·- - --- ---'-----'-
---....,.--- ---
8.1 10.1 0. 3 G. l 
i . G 5. 3 G. 2 2. 0 
10. 5 11. 3 ll. 4 7. 2 








Fishery Industries of t he United Stnt.es, Sect. III. 
OCEAN TEMPERATURE CHART No. 18 
By RICHARD RATHBUN. 
Station: Nantucket New South Shoal Light Ship. 
Representing, by means of curves, the temperature of the air from 1881 to I883, inclusive, and of the water at the surface from_ 
1.881 to 1.88 5, inclusive, reduced to means of ten days. 
EXPLANATION OF THE CURVES:· --- x88.r, --- 188.2, ....... .,.. 1883, -·- 1884, - .. -- 1.885. 
Q.ssuronN 1886~ 
DATE. AIR T EMPERATURE, 1881-2.~3. SURFACE TEMPERAT URE, 1881-2·3. SURFACE TEMPERATURE, l884·5. 
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EXPLANATION OF OCEAN TEMPERATURE CHART No. 19. 
POLLOCK RIP LIGHT-SHIP, MASSACHUSETTS. 
Observers: ·w1LLIAM HAFF ARDS, Ja;-.rns F. KELLY, JOSEPH ALLE~, JR. 
Locati~n of stat ion .-This light-ship is located in the northeastern entrance to Nantucket or Vineyard Sound, and 
3i miles SE. by E. -½ E. from Monomoy Point light-house, at the southeastern extremity of Cape Cod. It is 1¼ miles 
distant from Pollock Rip Shoal proper, which lies between it and Monomoy Island, and is surrounded on nearly all 
· sides, at different distances, by small shoals or groups of shoals. There is, however, no land to the northeast, east, or 
southeast of it. It is au chored in a. depth of 5 fathoms, and the depths.about it range from 4 to 7 fathoms. The bot-
tom in this region consists of sand and gravel. Nantucket New South Shoal light-ship is a bout ::l6 mile& nearly son th. 
Geographical position.-Latitnde, 41° 32' (27") N.; longitude, t:9° 5!i' (15") W. 
Depth of trnter.-'--Fi ve to 7 fathoms. 
Range of temperatnre (March 1 to January 1).-Air, 39° (27° to 66°); surface, 30°.5 (32° to 62°.5). 
The curves of surface temperature are more irregular and less uniform than at the three or four preceding statious, 
and in many cases the variations do not appear to be due to the influence of the air. They may be caused in part by 
the curreuts flowing through the numerous passageways between the surrounding shoals. The ranges of temperature 
correspond closely with th6 same at Nantucket New South Shoal, the maximum air temperature being 3° lower at this 
station, but the maximum and minimum for the surface are almost precisely alike at both. The maximum surfoce 
temperature at Pollock Rip, located at the eastern entrance to Vineyard Sound, is 5-½0 lower than at Vineyard Sound 
light-ship, at the southwestern entrance to the same body of water. 
Table showing the direction of the winds, by quadrants, for each month of the year, being the means of five years' observations. 
Quadrant. Jann- Febrn- March. April. May. Juno. July. August. Scptem- October. Novem- Deccm-ary. ary. bor. ber. ber. 
---------------------------
Northeaat ..•.••. 4. 5 5.4 
5. 7 1 6. 6 9. 9 4. 3 4 6. 7 9. 4 10. 8 6. 8 5. 1 
Southeast ....... t.3 3. 9 4. 1 4.1 5. 1 5. 9 6 5. 7 6. 2 4. 7 3. 1 4. 4 
Southwe1t ....... 7. "j 8 
10 I 10. 5 9. 9 14. 6 15. 8 12. 2 8. 51 8. 3 9. l 10 liorlhweat ....... 1a., 10. 7 10. 7 7. 6 4. 2 4 a. s 3. 5 4. 5 5. 9 10 10. i 
Fishery Industries of the United States, Sect. ill. 
OCEAN TEMPERATURE CHART No~ 19 
J3y ~ICH"ARD :RAT.HB.:o:l{.. 
Station: Pollock .Rip Light Ship, Massachusetts. 
Representing, by means of curves, the temperature of the air from t88t. to x8 8 3_; indusive, and. of _the. W~ter a.r; : fue surface from 
;188 t to 1885, inclusive> reduced to means of ten days .. 
EXPLANATION OF 'rHE CUR~S: --- 1.881, - - -.1.8821 .u, .......... l883. · -·- x88'i _u,._ ,1.885. 
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EXPLANATION OF OCEAN TEMPERATURE CHART No. 20. 
THATCHER'S ISLAND LIGHTS, MASSACHUSETTS. 
Observas: .K C. Goss, 0. B. COLE, G. LAEB:VIANN, of the U. S. Signal Service. 
Location of slatio11.-Tbe Cape Ann lights are located on Thatcher's Island, about three-fourths of a mile off the 
eastern extremity of Cape Ann, both being on the outer side of the island. There are several rocky ledges in front of 
the island, but otherwise depths of 3¼ to 24 fathoms occur within a distance of 1 mile. A depth of 60 fathoms is rrachec1 
51- mil~s to the eastward. Thatcher's Island is about 73 V1iles northwesterly from Pollock Rip light-ship. 
Geographical position.-The northern light is located in latitude 42° 38' ~1" N. ; longitude, 70° 34 ' 31" W. 
Depth of watcr.-Seven feet. 
Range of temperatitre (twelve moniJ:is).-Air, 48°.5 (30° to 78°.5); surface, 3.2° (35° to 67°). 
The observations at this station were taken by trainecl observers of the Signal Service, and the winter records, 
although covering only two years, are presumably accurate, and have been plotted. Observations were contiqued 
through only three years, and there are many gaps within that period, which i~ yery unfortunate, considering the 
important geographical position of tho station. Only one observation was taken daily, at 2 p. m. The surface curves 
are very irregular, and in many cases, especially dnriog the warmer months, indicate direct atmospheric mfl.uence, 
from tho similarity of the variations in both the air and surface curves. There is not always, however, a strict 
corre poudence in the relati ,,o positions of the curves in different years, the air cnrve from l\Iay to July, 1883, 
l)eing from 2° to 10° higher thau the air curve for the same months in 1881, while the snrface curve for a part of the 
same period, in 1 3, is from 2° to 6° lower than in 1S81. Daring the colder months 1-he surface curves are ,ery 
r gnlar. ~ · 
The maximum air t mperature is higher at Thatcher'!:! Island than at any of tho preceding stations as far son th as 
Block Island, with which latter this station corresponds approximately. In smface temperatures Thatcher's Island 
agrees most closely with Vineyard Sound and Brenton's Reef light-8bips, but it is probable that the higher surface 
~.emperatnrea of Tbatcbcr'li !»land are due to the observatione havinJ: been taken in a sheltered place. 
flshery Industries of the U ni ted Stat.es, Sect. III. 
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OCEAN TEMPERATURE CHART No. 20 
By RICHARD RATHBUN, 
Station: Thatcher's Island L_ights, Massachusetts .. 
Rep.resenting, _by means of_curves,. t11e temperature of the .-air from 1881 to 1883; inc1usiveJ and of the water at the surface from 
1881 to 1883,.inclusive., "rednced .. to means of ten_days.· 
EXPLANATION.OF THE CURVES: - I..88I, ·--- 188~. . ......... , 1883, -·- 18841 _,,,_ 1:885. 
{ISSUED 1N 1886.) 
DATE. Al R TEMPERATURE, 1881-2.-3. SURFACE TEMPERATURE, 1881--'l-3. SURFACE TEMPERATURE, 1884-5. 
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Fahrenheit, and the fractional parts of a degree are indicated as exact1y as possible in the plotting of the curves. Each fiftl: 
. ts one dearee • 1 d b h h · 1· · d f · h · · · · '.Ea_"(. verlical mterspace represen » erse interspaces 10c ose y t e ea vier mes represent perm s o ten days eac , as tndicated by the dates on · the l:!
1 
• • The trans,· . . 
deem;, cep,esented by a ~ightly heavoe, hne. . e ;ntecmediate between the hea"ec ooes, ace mtended to ,ep,esent the mean of each ten days. and the cums of tempe,-
1 f
"'t-hand side of the plaLe. The lighter transverse hn r;S.h d 'vertical division 'is devotecl t,J th-! air temperatures for t 881; r 882 and 1883
1 
the middle division to tlie surface e ]' The le1t· an . . .. 
a.ture are plotted with reference to these ines. . . f comparison of the two; and the nght-hand d1v1s1on to the \vater temperatures for' 1884 and 'I 88s, t11us perm1tt1n<Y O a watec temperatures for the same years, » 


EXPLANATION OF OCEAN TEMPERATURE CHART No. 21. 
BOON ISLAND LIGHT-HOUSE, MAINE. 
Observel': ALFRED J . L EAVITT. 
Location of station.-Boon Island is a small, low, rocky islarnd, off York Harbor, Maine, ancl 5!- miles from Cape 
Neddick, t1e nearest part of the mainland. From Thatcher's Island it is distant about 35 miles, in a northerly direc-
tion. Within a radius of 1 mile depths of 5-½ to 25 fathoms occur, ancl a depth of 60 fathoms is reached at a distance 
of about 6½ miles t~ the east"ard autl southeastward. 
Geographical position of the liglit-lwuse.-Latitnde, 43° 07' 17" N. ; longitude, 70° 28' 37" W. 
Depth of water.-Nine fathoms. 
Range of temperature (March 1 to Jaun:.ny 1).-Air, 51° (22°.5 to 73°.5); surface, 29° (33° to 6~0 ). 
This station affords the highest rnaxim11m surface temperature of any of the stations located in the northern part 
of the Gulf of Maine. This maximum is 5° lower than at Thatcher's Island, but agrees exactly with the surface maxi-
mums at Pollock Rip and Nantucket New South Shoal. The maximum for the air is, however, somewhat higher at 
Boon Island than at the two light-ships mentioned. The surface curves are more irregular than at the other stations 
in the Gulf of Maine. It is necessary to explain, however, that the surface observations were not taken with any regu-
lari ty at this etation, omissions of several clays, sometimes as many as five or six days, occurring in a majority of the 
ten-day periods. The omissions are much less frequent during the summer than the winter months. It is impossible 
to calculate to what extent the results may be vitiated by tbiR fact. _ 
l'able showing t!, e direction of tlie 1rinds, by q1,adrants, for each month of the yem·, being the means of five years' observatio1111. 
Qua•lrant. 
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Fi~J, ery Industries of the United Sfot es, Sect. III. 
oc·EA·N TEMPERATURE CHART No. 21 
'.By ',RI.CHARD RATHBUN·. 
Station: Boon Island -Light House, Maine. 
Representing, by means of curves, the· temperature of the air from i..881 t9 :r:883, inclusive, and of the water at the surface from 
f \ • 
, . .:r.88·t to 1-88 5, inclusive, reduced to means of ten day-s'. . 
EXPLANATION OF THE CURVES: -- x88:r. - - - t 8821 • • • ••••••• • t883, - . - 1884) -n-. - 1:885. 
(lsstruD,!IN t1386.) 
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EXPLANATION OF OCEAN TEMPERATURE CHART No. 22. 
SEGUIN ISLAND LIGHT-HOUSE, MATNE. 
Obsene1': THO:\IAS DAY. 
Location of station.-Scguiu Island is a small rocky is1anrl with precipitous shores, located about 2f; miles off the 
uea.rest part of the mainland, on the east side of the entrance to Kennebec River, and about 47 miles northeasterly from 
Boon Island. Between Seguin Island and the shoals bordering the adjacent mainland depths of 3½ to 9 fathoms occur, 
and off the island a depth of 40 fathoms is reached within a distance of 3½ miles. Tho light is placed on the western 
side of the island where the water is from 6 to 8 fathoms deep close i,nshore. 
Geographicalposition.-Latitutle, 43° 42' 26" N.; longitude, 69° 45' 32" W. 
Depth. of water. -Six fa thorns. 
Range of temperature (March 1 to January 1).-Air, 4G0 .5 (24° to 70°.5); surface, 2.:P (3:3° to G8°). 
This station has a shorter range of temperature fot· both the air a.nd surface than Boon Island. The maximuw air 
temperat,ure is 3°, the maximmn surface temperature 4°, lower than at Boon Island. Both the air and snrfoce cnrvel! 
are moro regular than at the preceding station, and more uniform for all the years. 
Table showing the direction of the winds, by quadrantll, fu1' each month of tlte yeai·, being the means of five, years' observations-
Quadrant. January. Fobru- Ma,·ch.1 April. May. _::_I~ August. Soptom- October. Novem· Dccbni-:uy. ber. ber. l>er. ------------
Northeast .....•. 7. 4 7. 6 9 G. 5 9. 3 4. 0 3. 9 4. 9 7. 9 8. G 8. 4 7 
"'ontbeast ........ 2.1 3.1 4. 3 5.4 8. 8 G. 8 7.4 7. 5 4. 7 4. 5 1. 8 2. 9 
onthwest ....... 9. 5 7. 8 8 8. 6 9. 2 13. 8 15. 6 H.2 ll.8 JtL4 10. 1 JO. 7 
Northwe t . ...... 11. 6 8.8 9. 2 8. 6 2. 9 3.4 3. 2 3.4 4.4 6.1 0 9. 7 
218 
~"'ishery Industries of the United States, Sect. III. 
OCEAN TEMPERATURE CHART No. 22 
• 
:ay·.RICHARD ,RATHBUN. 
Station: Seguin Island Light House, Maine. . 
Re-presenting, by m_eans of curves, the. temperature :of ·the air from 188 J. to 1.883,Jndusive, anct of the water at. the surface from 
188~ to '1885, inclusive, reduced to means of kn days. 
'EXELAN'ATION OE 'l'HE CURVES: - l~8!. - - - t882, •, ...•.. , , .1:883, - . - 1884, -·" -·1885. 
(ISSUED lN J 886.J 
AIR TEMPERATURE, 1881-2·3. SURFACE. TfMP!RATURE, 1881:-2-3. ~Alt . SURFACE: TEMPmATUBE, 1$84-5. 
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EXPLANATION OF OCEAN TEMPERATURE CHART No. 23. 
MATINICUS ROCK LIGHT-HOUSE, MAINE. 
Obsen·er: \YILLIAM: G. GRANT. 
Location of station-Matinicus Rock is a bare, rocky islet, about 80 ruilcs easterly from Seguin Island, and about 
14 miles south of Vinal Haven Island, at the mouth of Penobscot Bay, the nearest large piece of l::n1d. It is about 2-! 
miles SE. of Ragged Island, which is close to Matinicus Islaud and between the latter and Matinicus Rock. Within 
a radius of a mile the water deepens rapidly from 4 to 45 fathoms. 
Geographical p1,sition.-Latitude, 43o· 47' 01" N.; longitude, 68° 51' 20" W. 
Depth of tcatcr.-Six to 12 fathoms. 
Range of temperature (March 1 to January 1).-Air, 42° (23° to C5°); surface, 21°.5 (32°.5 to 54°). 
1\fatinicu., Rock and Mount Desert Rock present the shortest range of surface temperature of any of the stations 
north of the Florida Reefs, being 7° shorter than at Nantucket New Son th Shoal light-ship. The surface and afr 
1.0aximurus for Matinicus Rock are also the lowest of any recorded. The surface curves are very regular and 
uniform from year to year. Unfortunately, there are nearly as many omissions in the surface records for this station 
as for Boon Island, but they are seldom frequent except dnring the colder months. 
Table slwwing the direction of the winds, by quadrants, for each month of the year, being the means of fii·e years' obscri·ation-3. 
Quadrant. January. Febrn- Ya,oh. I Apdl. May. June. I July. .A u•rust I Septem- October. Novem- Decem-ary. " · l>er. ber. l>er. 
--G.-G --2.-7 ,--2.-4 
------
Northeast ....... 3. 7 4.6 5. 3 G. 3 3. 7 I s. 1 6.1 6.1 4. 5 
Soutbeaet .. . ..... 4.8 4. 9 4. 8 4. 8 9. 6 8. 5 9.4 7. 3 G 5. 8 3. 7 5. 5 
Southwest .... ... 9.1 6.4 7.4 8 9. 2 12.8 13. 9 12. 9 10. 2 10 10.3 8. 2 
Northwest ....... 12. 9 11. 7 13.5 7. 9 4. 3 4.4 2. 9 8. 4 5.1 8. 6 9. 7 12. 8 
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OCEAN TEMPERATURE\ CHART No. 2-3 
By :RicHARD RATHBUN. 
Station: Matinicus Rock Light House, Maineo 
· Representing, by means of cu-rves, the temperature of the air.from -1881 to 1883, inclusive, and of the water at the surface fr.om 
1881 to 1885, inclusive, reduced to means of ten days • . 
EXPLANATION OF THE CURVES: -188:t.. --- .1882, ........... an 1:883, ---~884, ----.-l.885. 
(ISSUED IN 11886) 
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EXPLANATION OF OCEAN TEMPERATURE CHART No. 24. 
MOUNT DESERT ROCK LIGHT-HOUSE, MAINE. 
Observers: A:\10S B. NI~WMAN, JA:\1ES A. Momus, TH0;\1AS MILAN·. 
Location of station.-~fount Desert Rock is a small, barren it;}et, 34 miles E. t N. from Matinicus Rock, and 
J1bout 18 miles off Mount Desert Island. The rock is surrounded with deep water, the depths ranging from 50 to 95 
fathoms within a radius of 5 miles. 
Geographical position.-Latitu<le, 43° 58' 0:," N.; longitude, 68° 07' 44" W. 
Depth of water.-Two to 10 fathoms. 
Range of temperature (1farch 1 to January 1) .-Air, 50° (25°.fi to 75°.G); surface, 21°.5 (::m0 to 54°.5). 
This station presents the same surface range as Matinicus Rock, with practically the same maximum and mini-
mum temperatures, but the surface curves are less regular and not uniform for all the years (especially from 1881 to 
1883, inclusive), sometimes showing differences of 10° to 12° in corresponding periods. The maximum air tempera-
ture is 20 higher than at any other station in the Gulf of Maine, excepting Thatcher's Island, Brenton's Reef light-
ship being the fir t stn.tion to the south with which it corresponds closely in this respect. The maximum air tem-
perature at Matinicus Rock, the nearest station to the west, is 10° lower than at Mount Desert Rock. Excluding, 
however, the year 1883, in which the summer temperature was far above those of the two previous years, the maxi-
mum air temperature of this station would be only 68°.5. 
Table showing the direction of the winds, by quadrants, for each month of the year, being th(; means of five years' obserrntions. 
Quadrant January. Febru· March. April May. Jnno. [~ August. 
80J!;_m- Ootobec. [ "~::.m· Decem, ary. ber. 
------------ ------
NorthPast ....... 4. 0 5. 6 7. 2 5.4 7.1 2. 5 1. 7 a 5. 5 5. 7 6. 8 5. a 
Southeast . .... __ . 4. 5 4. 0 6. 8 5. 3 8. 3 8. 9 9. 9 7. 3 6. 9 7.1 5. 7 7.1 
Southwest ....... 8. 5 8 7.1 10.1 10. 9 13. 3 14. 3 14 ]0. 6 9. 8 9. 7 8. 7 
Northwest . ...... 12. 9 9. 4 9. 6 7 3 a 2 3.1 4.1 6. 6 7.5 9. 6 
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OCEAN TEMPERATURE CHART No, 24 
By !RTCBARD .R:A!rHB.UN. 
Station: Mount Desert Rock Light Honse, Maine. 
Re-presenting, by means of curves, the -temper,atm:e of-ihe air.from _r88:.t to .:i883, indnsi:ve, ancl of-the water a1l fhe smface from 
188Jj to .1885, inclusive, .reduced to me:am of ten days. 
EXPLANATION OF 'rHE CURVES: -188:r, --- 1882, ........... ._ 1883, -,-x884, -···- 1885. 
(lss:uED .rn . 1886.) 
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EXPLANATION OF OCEAN TEMPERATURE CHART No. 25. 
PETIT MA.NAN LIGHT-HOUSE, MAINE. 
Obser1:er: GEORGE L. UPTON. 
Location of station.-Petit Manan light-house is located on the southernmost of a group of low, rocky i8lets, known, 
collectively, as Petit Manan Islanc1. Thc.se islets aro situated off the western entrance to Pigeon Hill Bay, near 
Gouldsborough, 1\fe., and are c1istant ahout 2 miles from the nearest point of the mainland. They are immediatelJ 
surrounded by ledges and shoals, but within a distance of 8 mi1cs to the southward depths of 60 fathoms occur. Tbe 
light is 27 miles NE. 1 N. from Mount Desert Rock light-house. 
Geographical position.-Latitnde, 44° 22' 0:1. 11 N.; 1ongHnde, G7° 51' 51" W. 
Depth of water.-Eigbt to 15 fathoms. 
Range of temperature (March 1 to January 1).-Air, 5ou (20° to 70°); surface, 27°.5 (31° to 58°.5). 
The range of air temperature is the same as at Mount Desert Rock, but with the maximum and minimum temper-
atures each 5½ degrees lower. Excluding the year 1~83, the maximums of air temperature would be nearly the same 
at both places. The surface maximum is 4 degrees l.tighcr at this station. The surface curves for 1881 to 1683, inclu 
sive, are fully as irregular as at Monnt Desert Rock, and there is the same fack of uniformity between the different 
years, but the variations do not in any way correspond at the two stations, and the conditions by which they were 
produced were evidently not common to both. There is mnch greater correspondence between the years 1884 and 
188:">, 
1'ul;l,; ~1wwi11g tlu, clirection <!f the wincl-~, by qnadrants, for each rnon lh of the ycar, being the means of five years' obscri-alion.s. 
Qua<ll':rnt. March . Aptil. hlay. June. I July. .d..U_gust. Septem- October. Novem- Decem-ber. ber. bcr 
XottLoa<1t · · ··--- 5. 5 5 RO ~8 &5 37 1 ~ 38 ~5 ~O Q4 4. 3 
Southeast . ..... .. 3. 0 G 
. outhwc: t ···-- ·- 9. 5 7. 3 
Nortbw t ·· ·---- 12. 4 0. 0 
-- - - -
o 5. 7 1 o. s 11.1 I 1 u I n r. o. :! 8. 9 6. 3 
9. 2 10. 7 8. 4 J 1. 8 11.4 I 1 I. 3 10. 9 7. 4 9. 6 7. D 
-~ -~--3-.G-~H I 1. 8 j ~~ 4.3 9. 1 - ~ --- 11.6 
7. 2 
2'24 
Fishe'l"V Industries of the United Sta tes. ~ect. UL 
OCEAN TEMPERATURE CHART No. _;25 
By RICHARD RATHB~. 
Station.: Petit:Manan Light-:Honse, Maine~ 
ll.ep:r.esenting, _bymeans of'curves, rhe temper.ature .of-the airfrom 1.881 to l-88g, ,in.c1usive,-a.n.d .of-i.hewa:te-r: at the.surface from 
r88 r ,to 188 5, incfosive, reduced. to mean:s_of ,ren_ days. 
_.EXPLANATION O£-l'HE CURVES.:. __. 188x1 -. - - .1882, ............ 'l.8831 -~-- :t884, -··· - .1885. 
(_ISSUED IN l 886.) 
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EXPLANATION OF OCEAN TEMPERATURE CHART No. 26. 
Isothermal lines connecting the series of light-house stations on the eastern coast oft.he United States, represented 
on Chart No. 1, constructed for every 5° of temperature, Fahrenheit, from 40° to 80°, inclusive, for the year 1881. 
A temperature of 55° was reached at Mount Desert Rock between June 24 and 30, but otherwise the isotherms of 
55° extend north only to Seguin Island. At Nantucket New South Shoal, 60° waB recorded continuously for eight 
days only, or from August 7 to 14. Two very short periods of higher temperature than 75° occurred at Absecon Inlet 
(July 14 to 20, September 30 to October 24), but the isotherms of 75° begin regularly at Winter Quarter Shoal, where t,he 
interval between the two lines is only eight days (July 13-20 ). During the period of falling temperature, the isotherm 
of 40° extends south continuously within the year to Fire Island, although at Pollock Rip, Na.ntucket New South 
Shoal, and Vineyard Sound observations are lacking for that temperature. At Sandy Hook the isotherm of 40° was 
not reached until February, 1882, while at Five Fathom Bank and Winter Quarter Shoal the temperature remained 
above 400 during the entire winter of 1881 and 1882. The isotherm of 50° extends south only to Cape Lookout in the 
Rame winter, but in the early part of 1881 it reached to Martin's Industry. At the Tortogas the temperature fell below 
700 du.ring a short periotl jnat prior to February 8, and again between March 20 and April 15. 
Fishery JndnstriC'!'J of the United S1nte;1, 8 o('t. rrr. 
OCEAN TEMPERATURE CHART. No. 26 
By RICHARD RATHBUN. 
Isothermal lines connecting the series of Light House Stations represented on Chart~ No. 1, constructed for 
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Pollock Rip L. S. 
(ISSUED IN 1886.) 
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This chart is diYided vert~~ally1!1-to .thirtee?. months i'? order;to .include,the_hrs_t mont~ of the following· year' . . Each-month is {ur.ther d-ivided, 
by the lighter lines, into· p~rJods ,o(~x .days each,. ex~ep_t m the case of those . months hav1~g . f~wer or more .days than. 3:.o? when_ the 'last<division 
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EXPLANATION OF OCEAN TEMPERATURE CHART No. 27. 
Isothermal lines connecting the series oflight-house stations on the eastern coast of the United States represented 
on Chart No. 1, constructed for every 5° of temperature, Fahrenheit, from 40° to 80°, inclusive, for the year 1882. 
The isotherm of 40° extends south continuously in the spring only as far as .Absecon Inlet; during the period of 
falling temperature, however, the isotherm of that value extends to Body's Island. Higher temperatures than 550 
were recorded at Petit Man an, from .August 18 to November 8, but the isotherms of 55° begin at Seguin Island. The 
isotherm of G0° appeared at Boon Island and Thatcher's. Island, but not elsewhere north of Vineyard Sound, although 
the record is incomplete for Nantucket New South Shoal. The isotherms of 65° extend north continuously._ to Vineyard 
Sound, and the same temperature was also recorded at Thatcher's Island. .At the Tortugas, the temperature was 




Fishery Industries of the United States, Sect. III. 
OCEAN TEM-PERATURE CHART No.27 
'By_)UCHARD "RATHBUN', 
Isothermal lines connecting the series of Light IIouse Stations represented on Chart No. 1, constmcted for 
every five degrees of temperature, Fahrenheit, from_40 degrees to So degrees, inclusive, for the year 1882. 
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EXPLANATION OF OCEAN TEMPERATURE CHART No. 28. 
Isothermal lines connecting the series of light-house stations on the eastern coast of the United State,s, repre-
sented on Chart No. 1, constructed for every 5° of temperature, Fahrenheit, from 40° to 80°, inclusive, for the year 
1883. 
The two isotherms of 55° follow one another closely at Petit Manan and Mount Desert Rock; at Matinicus Rock 
the same temperature was recorded for two or three days, beginning August 9, and this point has been included in 
the first isotherm of 55°. At Boo1t Island the isotherm of 60° was reached ,Iuly 17 (that temperature, however, 
continuing only until July 31), and at Thatcher's Island July 21, with no corresponding observations during the 
period of falling temperature; at Pollock Rip temperatures of 60° were occasionally recorded, but only for a day or 
two at a time. At Fowey Rocks the temperature was above 75° from February 3 to March 3, af'!;er which there was 
a period of lower temperature, continuing until April 1. At the Tortugas the temperaturea of 75° and 8()0 were not 
continuous between the dates on which the iaotherma of 75° and 80° are plotted. 
I I 
Fishery lnJustries ot' the United States, Sect. Ill. 
OQEAN TEMPERATURE· c ·HART No. 28 
By RICHARD RATHBUN, 
Isothermal lines connecting the series of Light House Stations represented. on Chart No. I, constructed for 
every five degrees of temperature, Fahrenheit, from. 40 degrees to So degrees, inclusive, for the year 1883. 
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at the isotherm at that Scatton dunng the year. A line consist:tng' of dashes. aen:otes ai lack ·of1obsei:yat:1ons· fur that 1:he ·temperature ~1d not reach 
tbe corresponding Station. 
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Fishery Industries of the United States, Sect, m. 
OCEAN TEMPERATURE CHART No .. 29 
Bf lBICBARD lRA'THBml. 
Isothermal lines connecnng the series of I::~ght House Staciruis:represented __ on Chart -No.-·1, constructed _for 
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This chart is divided vertically into thirteen months in order to include the first month of the following year: Each month is fi.trther di,·ided 
by the lighter Jines, jnto periods. of six days reach, .ex~ept 1imtbe case of those months •having fewer, or more days than 30, when _the l~st division 
of the month may equalf<?UT) -five, or seven d.ays. The rst, 6th, 12th, 18th, 24~h1and last-1 days ·of the!month fall on the vertical Imes. The 
transverse lines represe~t the,_statioos fro.m which they exten_d. A ~omplete break Jfh'~he ,iso~h_er~al line opposite iany station_ g~nerally i~dicaces 
that the temp~rature <pd not reach the isotherm at that station dugng the year. Alme cons1stmg of dash~s denotes a lad( at observatrnns foe 
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EXPLANATION OP OCEAN TEMPERATURE CHART No. 30. 
Isothermal lines connecting the series of light-house stations on the eastern coast of the United States, represented 
on Chart No. 1, constructed for every 5° of temperature, Fahrenheit, from 400 to 80°, inclusive, for the year 1885. 
At the time this chart wati prepared, the temperature records for 1886 were not available, and it was, therefore, 
impossible to plot the isotherm of 40° during the period of falling temperature, excepting for those stations at which 
that temperature was reached in December. As in most previous years, higher temperatures than 55° were recorded 
a.t Peti,t Manan, although the isotherms of 55° extended north continuously only as far as Seguin Island~ 
"" 
Fishrr_'I' Tnrlufltrirs of the United States, !,ect, III. 
OCEAN TEMPERAT~RE-CHART No.30 
By RICHARD RATHBUN, 
l$othermal lines connecting the series of Light House Stations represented on Chart N9. r, constructed fcir 
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. . . d d · ally into thirteen months in order to include the first month of the following year. Each month is further divided, 
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EXPLANATION OF OCEAN TEMPERATURE CHART No. 31. 
Isothermal line!'! connecting the series of light-house stations on the eastern coast of the United States, represented 
on Chart No. 1, constructed for every 5° .of temperature, Fahrenheit, from. 40° to 80°, inclusive, being the means of 
:five years' observations, from 1881 to 1885, inclusive. 
Most of the plottings on this chart are reductions of the observations of five years, but in some cases they rep. 
resent a shorter periocl, though seldom less than four years, and never less than three years. The exact number of 
observations in each caso,may be determined by reference to the five preceding charts (Nos. 26-30) on which the iso-
therms for each year are separately shown. At Thatcher's Island, Massachusetts, no records were kept after the sum-
mer of 1883, and at Body's Island, Virginia, observations ceased to be taken after October of the same year. At none 
of the other stations, however, do serious brflaks in the records occur, and there are seldom more than one or two 
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OCEAN T~MPERAT_URE CHART NoM 31 
By ~ICHARD RATHBUN.-
] sotb ermal lines connecting t_he series, of Light House Stations represented on Chart No. 1_, constructed for 
every -five degrees of temperature, Fahrenheit, from 40 degrees to So degrees, being the . 
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This chart is1rlivid.ed ve.r.tically into thirteen months in order ·to inc;}ude1the first month of ~he following·year. Each mouth is further divided 
by the lighter lines, into period~_~otsix days each, except ~n the -~_asJ~i:of _th~se months having fewer or more days than 3_o, wh_en the last divisio; 
of 'the month ··may eg_ual fou~, fiv:e, .. o.r seven ~ays. The _1st, 6th, nt~, 18th, 24:h ·,md }ast days of_ the mon~h fall on the vertical lines. The 
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EXPLANATION OF OCEAN TEMPER~TURE CHART No. 38. 
The air and ·surface isotherms of 40°, 45°, and 50°, Fahrenheit, at the light-house stations ol the eastern coast of 
the United States, during the years 1881 and 1883. 
This chart bas been prepared to permit of a comparison of the surface with the air isotherms at the several light-
houses and light-ships now under consideration. lb has been noticed by previous observers that, in certain locali-
ties, the rise and fall in the surface temperatures maintain a nearly constant relation to the rise and fall in the air 
temperatures at the same place. For example, the surface temperatures of 40°, 45°, and 50° may follow the air tem-
peratures of the same value at more or less regular intervals, and the length of these intervalR may be sufficiently 
uniform to permit of a prediction of the surface temperature several days in advance, with approximate accuracy. 
Such predictions would be of great practical value in determining the time when schools of those iishes that regulate 
their migrations by the surface temperature of the water might be expected at certain fishing grounds. It is very 
probable, forexamp1e, that the spring migrations of mackerel and menhaden are regulated mainly, if not entirely, by 
changes of eurface temperature. 
The writer has made many plottings of the air and surface isotherms conjointly, without discovering a constant 
ratio at any of the stations. The two sets of isotherms shown on the accompanying chart are presentP.d as illustra-
tions of the variations that occur. 
238 
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, OCEAN TEMPERATURE CHART No.32 
By RICHARD RATHBU~. 
The Air and Surface Isotherms of 40, 45 and 50 degrees, Fahrenheit, at the Light House Stations of the 
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THE FISHERMEN OF THE UNITED STATES. 
A.-NATIONALITY AND GENERAL CHARACTERISTICS. 
1. GENERAL REVIEW. 
In 1880 there were 101,684 professional fishermen in the United States. In addition to the 
professional fishermen there is a large class of men who have been called~, semi-professional fisher-
men," including the men who derive from the fisheries less than half of their entire income. 
In the class of shoresrnen may be placed (1) the curers and packers of fish; (2) the vessel . 
owners and fitters who furnish supplies and apparatus for the use of the actirn fishe1·rnen; (3) the 
shopkeepers from whom they purchase provjsions and clothing; (4) the skilled laborers who manu-
facture for them articles of ::ipparel and shelter; (5) the manufacturers of boxes, barrels, refrigera-
tors, and other appliances used in packing and preserving the catch; (6) the vessel and boat build-
ers and artisans who keep the fleet in repair; and (7) the fish dealers and market men. Takiug 
into account all those persons who are directly employed in the fisheries for a greater _or less portion 
of the year, those who are dependent upon the fishermen in a commercial way for support, and the 
members of their families who depend on their labors, it cannot be extravagant to estimate the 
total number of persons dependent upon the fisheries of this country at from 800,000 to J ,000,000. 
The total -value of the fisheries of the United States to the producers in 1880 was $ l4,54G,05J, 
and a fair estimate of the wholesale market value of the products would increa e the amount to 
nearly $90,000,000. 
Of the twenty-nine States and Territories whose citizens are engaged in th fl. hery industry, 
sixteen barn moro than a thousnnd professional .fishermen each. The most hnpor.tant of tbeso 
is Massachusetts, with 17,105 men; second stands Maine, with 8,110; unless, in<leed, the 16,000 
oystermen of Virginia and the 15,000 of Maryland are allowed to swell the total for those States. 
Maine, however, stands second so far as tbe ocean fisheries proper are concerned. 
Ii1 geographical areas the Southern Atlautic States rank first in the number of fi ,Ji rrncu, with 
38,774 men; fo11owed by the New England States, with 20,838; the Middle States, exclusive of 
the Great Lakes, wit~ 12,584; the Pacific States and Territories:, 11,613; the reat Lakes, 4,493; 
and the Gulf States, 4,382. 
The number of professional fishermen in each State and Territory is ,a follow 
State or Territory. 
Alabama _________ ·----------
Alaska . _. _ .... _. _ . . . _ _ _ __ . 
California __ ... _ . . __ .... ___ .. 
Connecticut _____ __________ _ 
DP la.ware · --·_·-- .. __ . _____ . 
Florida . _ ... _ ... __ ... __ . _ . _ . 
Georgia. __ . _ . __ .. ..... _ .. _ .. 
Illinois. __ . . __ .. _ ... _____ . __ . 
Indiana . __ ....... _ . _ .. ____ .. 
Louisiana .. __ __ . . __ . . __ . ___ . 
Number. State or Territory. 
545 Maine .. - .. ----- . -- .. -- . -- . . 
6,000 Maryland. -- --- .. --- .. --- --. 
2, 089 Massachusetts . -... - - . - -- - - . 
2, 585 Michigan . _ - .... - ... --.... -. 
1, 662 Minnesota . _ . . _ ..... --.... . 
2,284 Mississippi . - .. . --·. -.. -· - --
809 New Hampshire·---··----·· 
265 New .r ersey . - .... - - . ... . . - . 
45 NewYork---·· · ·-·····----· 
1,300 North Carolina---···_------· 
I Number. State or Territory. I Number. 
8, 110 Ohio . ____ . . . _. _ . . _. _ .. _ -- . _. 025 
15, 873 Oregon .. _ . . . _. ___ .. _ .. _ . _ _ 2, 785 
17,105 Pennsylvania, ____ __________ _ 511 
1,600 RhodeTuland . _____ ___ __ __ _ l , 60~ 
ao South Carolina . . _ .. . __ .. - . . 964 
100 Texas- -------------------- - - 491 
370 Virginin ·--···- · ·-- ----··--· 10,051 
5, 659 Washington Territory . __ . - . 729 
5, 630 Wiecontln . --•• - . - . - . -- .. - - . 780 
4, 729 Total ________________ _ --10~ 
_____ . __ ...,_,._, _ __,, .... -e .... ,m-... 
s 
FISHERMEN OF THE UNITED STATES. 
Th majority of our fi hermen are native-born citizens of the United States, although in certain 
aliti tb re are exten ive communities of foreigners, clinging to the traditions of their fatber-
lan<l , and on picaons in the regions where they dwell by reason of their peculiar customs and 
ph, - ioguomie . l\Io t numerous of these are the natives of the British .Provinces, of whom there 
nr at l a. t 4,000 employe(l in the :fisheries of New England, Gloucester reporting 1,600, Provincc-
t wn 800, New Bedford 800, and smaller numbers in other minor ports of this region. 
There are probably not less than 2,000 Portuguese, chiefly natives of the Azores and the Cape 
a Verde I ·land . In the New Bedford whaling fleet there are about 800 of these men; at Prov-
incetown 400, many of them on the whaling vessels; in Gloucester 250, and ·On the coast of Cali-
fornia, 200. Most of the Portuguese have brought their families with them and haYe built up 
exte1dve communities in the towns whence they sail upon their :fishing voyages. 
There are also a bout 1,000 Scandinavians, 1,000 or more of Irish and English birth, a considerable 
uumber of French, Italian, Austrians, Minorcans, Sclavs, Greeks, Spaniards, and Germans. In the 
whaling fleet may be found Lascars, Malays, and a larger number of Kanakas, or natirns of the 
yarious South Sea Islands. In the whale fishery of Southern New England a considerable number 
of men of partial Indian descent may be found, and in the fisheries of the Great Lakes, especially 
those of Lake Superior and the vicinity of Mackinaw, Indians and Indian half-breeds are employed. 
The salmon and other :fisheries of Puget Sound are prosecuted chiefly by the aid of Indian 
fi hermen. In Alaska, where the population depends almost entirely upon the :fisheries for sup-
port, the head of every family is a professional :fisherman. Though upon a very low estimate oue-
fourth of the inhabitants of Alaska should be considered as :fishermen, few of them catch :fish for 
the use of others than their own immediate dependents. 
Only one Chinaman has as yet enrolled himself among the . :fishermen of the Atlantic coast, 
but in California and Oregon there are about 4,000 of these men, all of whom, excepting about 300, 
are employed as factory bands in the salmon canneries of the Sacramento and Columbia. basins. 
The 300 who have the right to be classed among tlie actual :fishermen live, for the most part, in 
California., and the product of their industry is, to a very great extent, exported to Uhina., although 
they supply the local demands of their countrymen resident on the Pacific coa~t. 
The negro element in the fl bing population is somewhat extensive. We have no means of 
a, certaining how many of this 1ace are included among the nati',e-born Americans returned by the 
census reporter . The shad :fl herie of the South are prosecuted chiefly by the use of negro muscle, 
and probably not less than 4,000 or 5,000 of these men are employed during the shad and herring 
s a on in etting and hauling the seines. The only locality where negroes participate to a large 
extent in the bore :fl herie i Key West, Fla., where the natives of the Bahamas, both negro and 
white, are con idered among the mo t skillful of the sponge and market :fishermen. Negroes are 
rarely found, however, upon the sea-going :fl bing Yesscls of the North. There is not a single negro 
among the 5,000 fi hermen of Glouce ter, Mass., and their absence from the fishing vessels of 
other :rew England port i none the le s noteworthy. There is, however, a considerable sprink-
ling of negroeo among the crews of the whaling ve s l of ProYincetown and New Bedford. New 
d£ r l alone report over two hundred negroe : these men ar , for the mo t part, natives of 
Jamai ·a, t. Cr ix, and other of the We t India i lands, and also of the Cape de Verde Island , 
wh r America whaling ve ... el engaging in th Atl ntic fi bery are accu tomed to make harbor 
fi r r cruiting and nrolling their crew . 
a unterpart t the olitary hi ama engag d iu the Atlantic fl heries, we hear of a 
lit ry n gr on the acifi.c coa t, a lon :fl he.rm< n, who it on the wharf at New Tacoma, 
.,.a hin"t n T rrit r an fi h t upply th 1 cal market. 
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The number of foreign fisllcrrnen in the United States, excluding tbe 5,000 negroes and the 
8,600 Indians and Eskimos, who are considered to be native- born citlzens, probably does not 
~xceed 10 to 12 per cent. of the total number. 
As is shown by the figures given above, considerably more than one-half of the fishing popu-
lation .of the United States, excluding the oystermen of Virginia and Maryland, belongs to the 
Atlantic coast north of the Capes of Delaware. Of this number, at least four-fifths, or 40,000, are 
of English descent. They are by far the most interesting of our :fishermen, since to their numbers 
belong the 20,000 or more men who may properly be designated tbe "sailor fishermen" of the 
United. States, the crews of the trim and beaut.iful vessels of the sea-going fishing-fleet, which 
should be the chief pr_ide of the American marine, and which is of such importance to our country 
as a training school for mariners, and as a medium through which one of the most -valuable foorl 
resources of the continent is made available. 
The fishing population of Maine, Massachusetts, and Connecticut is co.mposed, for the most 
part, especially in the country districts, of native-born .Americans. In the large :fishing ports 
there is, howC",er, an extensive admixture of foreigners, among whom the nafrrns of the British 
Provinces, chiefly Nova Scotians and Newfoundlanders, are largely in the. majority. The Beverly 
bankers are manned to a large extent by Nova Scotians, who are shipped at the beginning of the 
summer by the vessels which proceed for that purpose to -the seaport towns of that Province. The 
Plymouth fleet, before lSGl, was manned almost wholly by .Americans, then for some J·ears chiefly 
by Nova Scot.ians, now almost entirely by Americans. Part of the crews and several of the captains 
of the Bucksport fishing vessels are Provincials, and there is a limited number of these men, prin-
cipally from New Brunswick, engaged in the shore and vessel fisheries of Eastport. In addition 
to these, there are many Provincial fishermen at different points along the coast of Maine. 
Gloucester has 140 men of British birth, a large proportion of wbom are Irish, while the Boston 
mark.et fleet is mauned principally by Irishmen. 
Gloucester has uearly 400 Scandinavians amon5 its fishermen and about 70 Frenchmen. r,11he 
New Bedford whaling fleet, with its motley gathering of sailors from every port of the world, has 
individuals of nearly every race. In 1880 the crews of this fleet were composed as follows : 900 
Americans; 800 Portuguese; 250 English and_ Irish; 200 British-Provincials; 200 Germans; 200 
South Sea Islanders or Kanaka.s; 200 Negroes; 50 French, and 50 Swedes. 
In general traits of character fishermen cannot be distinguishe.d from the population on. shore. 
In some special branches of the fisheries, as the boat fisheries of Maine, the men live a compara-
tively secluded life, and acquire, after many years, a bearing and physiognomy peculiar to them-
selves. 
The enterprise of New England fishermen is well known. They are not conservative, but 
eager to adopt inventions and discoveries that may promise to benefit them in their work. This 
trait is manifest in the readiness with which they have ad.opted the purse-seines in place of the 
hook and line in the capture of mackerel; and, again, in their readiness to experiment with and 
then to adopt gill-nets in the shore fisheries for the capture of cod. 
They are a hardy and daring race of men, particularly in New England. Their powers of 
endurance and their skill are noteworthy. The highest type of seamanship is attained among 
American fishermen. The whalemen of Nantucket and New Bedford have pursued their prey in 
all oceans, and have added greatly to the geographical knowledge of the world. 
In general education the inhabitants of the fishing towns of New England are among the most 
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intellig nt. The Pl" moutli co1oni ,ts, soon after tbeir arrival, set apart by law a portion of the 
revenue ari io(Y from the sale of :fi hing licenses for th~ support of public schools. 
The school of New England fl hing towns are attended by the boys until they are old enough 
to go to ea, and by the girls until they are of a, marriageable age. It is quite usual for boys to 
ngage in fi hing in summer and go to school in the winter; some do this until they have arrived 
a the age of manhood. The girls are generally better educated than the boyR, and the intelli-
gence and refinement of the women of the :fishing towns seem to a stranger quite noteworthy. 
Tlle excellent education of wives and mothers of the :fisllermen cannot be without important effects 
upon the intelligence of the class. 
The people of most of the :fishing villages, from tlle Bay of Fundy to New York, are generally 
as iutelligent and refined as in the average agricultural an<l manufacturing communities of the 
adjoiuing interior. 
The fishermen of the Southern States are not remarkable for their intelligence; in fact, the 
thousands of oyster dredgers of the Chesapeake Bay are by reputation a degraded class. Their 
very lawlessness is supposed to recommend them to the service. The oyster-tongers in the same 
region are of a higher class, yet indolent and improvident. By law of the State of Maryland the 
revenue from the sale of oyster-tonging licenses, amounting annually to about $20,000, is given to 
the public school commissioners, who apply it to the support of schools, license-money from colored 
oystermen being for the support of colored schools, and from white oystermen for white schools. 
TRAITS AND CUSTOMS OF NEW ENG-LAND FISHERMEN.-Tbe system of discipline upon a New 
England :fishing schooner is such that it requires extraordinary tact and judgment on the part of 
tlle commanding officer. The captain or skipper is the sole officer, and, except when he has some 
order to give in relation to sailing the vessel or catching fish, be has no special authority over the 
crew, and the respect with which he is treated by the men is only that which his personal char-
acter obtains for him. This system of officering the vessels is attended by many serious disad-
vantages, and it would be a great benefit to our fisheries if the crews could be organized more in 
accordance with the usage of the merchant marine. 
The peculiar dialect of the fishermen affords opportunity for studies of great interest. Of 
course their language is not free from a considerable amount of slang and technical phrases pecu-
liar to their profcs ion. Many of their words were brought to this country by their ancestors two 
bundr:ed years ago, and, altho.ngh at that time common tbrougliout England, have now become 
ob ol te or are regarde<l as proYinciali ms. On many parts of the coast a very pure idiomatic 
English is spoken. The peculiar word which one constantly hears add force and interest to their 
conversation . 
Although the sailor fl berm n of .r ew England are not as a class religious, in most of the smaller 
fishing town a high tone of morality prevails. Profane language is almost universally prevalent, 
ut in ther re pect morali t wouJd in general find little to criticise. In very many places the 
kipper of ave l lo e ca te if it i known that he allows his crew to fish on Sunday, and for 
two con ecutiv y ar th fenhad n Oil and Guano A ociation have pas ed resolutions forbidding 
tb ir mpl ye to fi h ur on the Sab atli. In the early part of the pre ent century a barrel of rum 
an .indi p n abl article in the outfit of :fi bing ve el; at pre ent it is extremely rare for 
of any kind to be found on board f the v 1. , and popula,r entiment is greatly 
ag in tit u I t f th fl bing port along the coa bav prohibitory law , which are rigidly 
nforce . 
B ring in mind rbe diffi.culti m t by fi lierm n in o taiuing npplies of reading matter, the 
qu ntity an l quali y of th ir lit r ture i. mewh, t r markable. Hundr d of copies of such 
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papers as the New York Weekly, Saturday Night, Fireside Uompanion, New York Ledger, Harper's 
Weekly,.and Frank Leslie's Illustrated Newspaper are bought weekly by the fl.sher-men of Glouces-
ter. On their vessels a number of volumes may always be found ; Dickens, Shakespeare, Byron, 
and Abbott'~ Life of Napoleon being among the most popular works. 
'Ihe food of the New England fishermen i~ usually of an excellPnt quality, and to this improve-
ment during the past quarter of a century may be attributed the increase in the longevity and 
period of active service among . these men; this is so noteworthy as to attract the attention of all 
observers. The cook is often better paid than the captain, and is, in fact, the most important 
mern ber of the crew. 
Di~eases are comparatively rare, the most prevalent being dyspepsia and rheumatism. In the 
larger ports, where there is much competition, cases of nervous exhaustion are by no means infre-
quent among the skippers and the most ambitious :fishermen. Vessels carry a plentiful supply of 
medicines, and some of the skippers are quite expert in the application of certain simple remedies. 
' / 
Ports which, like Gloucester, engage in the winter :fisheries, have their fishing population 
decimated eHry year or two by severe disasters, but the fishermen do not feel any hesitation in 
going to sea, never admitting that the disasters which have befallen their comrades can affect 
themselves. 
To describe the routine of life on board of a fishing ,essel would he interesting, since it Js 
very unlike that of other men, even mariners of other classes. Three months or more spent on a 
rnssel anchored in its solitary berth on the banks, hundreds of miles from the land, is an experi-
ence which necessarily develops many peculiar habits among those who follow such a life. From 
daybreak until dark they ply their lines from the deck or from little boats, and half of the night 
is often devoted to preserving the fl.sh which have been caught dur1ng the day. Storms are con-
~tantly occurring, and the dangers to which these men are exposed are numerous and severe. 
A system of mutual insurance, or rather provision for the welfare of their families, is JJracticed 
by the :fishermen of Glouces~er by which a certwin percentage of each man's eari;iings is set aside, 
to be applied for the benefit of tbe wives and children of those who have been lost at sea. The 
financial profits of the :fishermen are extremely uncertain. A -common fisherman may make $1,000 
a year or may find himself at the end of twelve months deeply in debt for the supplies which ha Ye 
been advanced to his family by the shopkeepers during bis absence. _In 1859 the average yield to 
the fishermen of Marblehead was $50 each, and in other years the profits have been even less. In 
some rare instances Gloucester skippers, who were owners of vessels, have made $10,000 to $15,000 
a year .... 
One of the most 'interesting topics developed by the study of fishermen is that of their super-
stitions. The most common of these is that relating to '' J onabs." Certain articles of apparel, such 
as a black traveling-bag or a pair of blue mittens or stockings are thought to be sure to bring ill 
luck. Some fishermen think it '' a Jonah" to leave a .bucket half full of water on deck, to driv-e a 
na.il on Sunday, to keep the deck clean, or to break a looking-glass. Superstitious usages are very 
little prevalent; the practice of wearing ear-rings, so common among other mariners and believed 
to be beneficial to the sight, is rarely met with. 
Uertain curious customs might be referred to, but these are usually carried out in a joking 
manner. The fisherman who nails a horseshoe on the end of his bowsprit has usually no more 
faith in its supernatural power than the young lady who hangs it over the door of her parlor. 
/ 
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2. THE SHORE FISHERMEN OF MAINE. 
GENERAL crr.ARACTERISTICS.-The men who are engaged in the shore :fisheries of Maine 
are almost wholly of American birth. The majority of them have been brought up from their boy-
hood to a life on the water. Because of the decline of the coasting business in which tbeir fathers, 
to a great extent, were employed before them, many of them have engaged iu this particular 
branch of the 1i heries as the only opportunity left them of making a living from the products of 
the sea. 
H.ARDIHOOD.-Judging from the exposure to which these :fishermen are frequently subjected, 
and the absence of ill effects upon their health by reason of such exposures, it may safely be said 
that they ar1:, a hardy class of men; perhaps not as daring and vigorous, however, as are the men 
engaged in deep-sea fishing and who are often absent from shore for weeks and months together. 
The shore fishermen are frequently compelled to spend the night in their little open boats waiting 
for the~urn of the tide or for a favorable wind. 
SUBMISSION TO DIFFICULTIES.-Thesefi.shermenarecbronic grumblers, and not altogether with-
out reason.. The terrible scarcity of bait, particularly annoying when good fishing is reported by 
the more fortunate-combined with the miserable prices they sometimes obtain for their fish, is not 
calculated to make a man jubilant or arouse dormant energies, if such exist. Each is largely de-
pendent upon his "buyer," who, according to the state of the market, or for other reasons, may 
direct the fishermen eitlrnr to go fishing next morning or stay at home. If he goes contrary to the 
advice of his patron he has a very poor chance of receiving from him any sum for his fish which 
will compensate the loss of time and labor. The wish to accumulate means is therefore absent by 
reason of its impossibility, and the time devoted to fishing is only so much as will provide himself 
and family with something to cat and wear. Some of these fishermen, however, are enterprising 
and industrious, and l)rofiting by the inactivity of their fellows they acquire a fair competence. 
It can hardly be aid that the '' chronic gruII\J)ler" is lazy, for when searching for bait or tra,-
ling to or from tl 1e ground be will row a large boat several miles and think nothing of it. This 
apparent contradiction in his nature is due to his inabilit.y to change the existing state of affairs 
or to earn a livelihood in nny otlwr way: thus 11ardship and privations are calmly submitted to. 
a a matter of c urs . 
L.ACK OF E .. ' TERPRISE.-l\1oney seem to have but small powers of attraction when offered 
to the e fi h rm n for work not connected with fishing. A member of our staff, who visited the 
coa tin 1 80, £ nnd con ·i<l rabl trouble in securing the services of some one who was willing to 
row him from pla e to place, and thereby earn good wages, though many of them were doing 
nothing. A larg r r turn than common from selling fl hi usually spent as fancy may first dictate 
or serv a area n for d fi rring, a long a pos ible, the next :fishing expedition. 
MARRIAGE A.TD IIO.:uE LIFE.-Mo tof these men marry at an early age, generally from eighteen 
to twenty year : th r tbu become re pon ible for the support of a family almost before arriving 
a manhood. 
Th hou, occupied y the families of the e Maine shore-fishermen are usually old-fashioned 
w u uilding , one and ah 1f tories high; in ome ca s neat and home-like in appearance, 
n m r g n rally lacking int te an<l r<ler. Io t of tlie e houses are surrounded l>y a "patch ' 
f ground f m thr e-qu ~ter of an acre to three or£ nr acre in area, which, if propel'ly attend cl 
t n tll ay. unpropiti u for fi bing, might pro\"ide largely toward the support of the family, but 
n glig ::ice char.wt rize the appe, ranee of many and we cl fl.ouri h undi turbed. The families 
ub i t, for the mo t part, npo th . pro net of the ea-fi h, lobsters, and clams-and upon the 
"eta 1 from th ir gar n . 
Camp of shore tishcrmeu near Cape Newagen, Maine. 
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When at home the fisherman of this class passes most of his time in lounging about with his 
companions, relating personal ad ventures and talking superficially over the outlook. Not possess-
ing a '' business head," he <loes not carry these speculations further than to" hope for b_etter luck." 
The same time spent in hunting for bait, scarce as it is, might better serve to realize his hopes. 
He may, despite his failings, be considered as honest, good-hearted, and contented ·with bis lot, 
or perhaps we may better express it, resigned to fate. 
EDUCATION.-Education is not in an advanced state. There are schools in almost all of the 
fishing towns, where winter and summer sessions are held, attended by the young of both sexes. 
The boys are taken away permanently from school as soon as they are considered useful, leaving the 
inferei1ce a fair one that the girls are better educated when they leave scho(?l than the b<_>ys. The 
means of supplsing food for the boys' minds being so limited it is not strange that their heads are 
undit,turbed by constant planning of great schemes haying for their end the accumulation of wealth. · 
FINANCIAL C0NDJTION.-The fishermen of the present time have lost the privilege of obtain-
ing on credit articles of food, &c., from the storekeepers, who, on account of the tendency on the 
part of the former to avoid the payment of their bills, have in the past lost heavily. Formerly the 
fishermen were good customers, buying extensively and making exertions to fulfill their obligations. 
A fair a,erage return per annum to the fisherman, since 1875, when bait began to be scarce and 
the price of fish to diminish, is estimated at $175; in 1879, however, the majority did not realize 
$100 apiece. 
F.ISHERl\rnN AT GEORGETOWN.-The shore-fishermen of the Kennebec side of Georgetown 
are mostly engaged in pound fishing, but a few are interested in boat fishing for cod, haddock, 
hake, and pollock. They are almost wholly dependent for their support upon the money obtained 
- ' . 
by the sale of their fish. In summer, however, a few weeks are spent in picliiDg and shipping 
berries, and in digging clams or cutting ice in winter. They do not engage in any one particu-
lar kind of fishing, but turn their attention to that which they believe to be the most profitable 
at the time. Som·e of these men always return at night; others, known as "campers," start in the 
spring with 'a small stoYe, blankets, and some cooking utensils, staying away untH some necessity 
compels them to leave for home. The returns earned in this way used to equal tlle average 
returns of the deep.sea fishermen, but for the past three or four years the case has been -veiy 
different. 
BoAT-FISHERJ.VIEN OF PoRTL.A.ND.-The boat-fisher-men of Portland live, for the most part, on 
the islan<l.s in the vicinity of the city and at Ca,pe Elizabeth, both for economy and for convenience 
in getting to and from the fishing grounds. This class represents the better element, bei:llg very 
largely composed of married men, :who prefer to undergo lonesome hardship in their little boats 
remaining near home to being separated from those dear to them in large vessels for a long time. 
It is estimated that the married boat-fishermen of Portland number one hundred and ten, and thft 
they possess an average of ~bout three children each. 
3. THE VESSEL-FISHERMEN OF MAINE. 
GENER.AL CHAR.A.CTERIS1'ICS.-The fishing vessels of Maine are largely manned by men of 
American birth, most of them natives of this State, who have followed the fisheries from their youth. 
Their lrnbits of life are in many respects the same as those of the shore-fishermen. They have, as a 
class, all the enterprise and daring of the fishermen at the larger ports in Massachusetts. They are, 
however, more conservative and contented, and do not care to risk the great dangers attending the 
winter fishe1ies on the Banks, preferring rather to follow the fisheries during the summer months, 
and to remain idle or engage in other pursuits during the winter. Many of them, however, follow 
the shore fisheries in winter and the vessel fisheries in summer. 
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Th r a u wliy the Main .fishermen do not engage in the offshore winter fisheries can prob-
ably b £ und in tbe fact that they have not the system of mutual insurance which prevails in 
louce, ter. Tb probability of vessels being lost on winter trips is so great that few individuals 
or firm ar to incur the risk without insurance; and the cost of insuring in stock companies is 
t o high to lea, any profits. It is, therefore, seemingly a question of the profitable employmrnt 
of capital, and not a lnck of courage or enterprise in the fishermen, that has commonly prevented 
the winter ft berie from being extensively prosecuted from Maine-. 
1n sub tantiation of this statement, it can be said that a large percentage of the most daring 
and efficient .fl hermen sailing from Gloucester are natives of Maine. In the sharp competition 
which exists among the fishermen of this port, those from Maine hold a prominent place and are 
second to none in bravery, hardihood, and seamanship-qualities which are pre-eminently required 
in the winter fisheries. 
The following notes, communicated to Mr. Earll by a close observer, for many years living in 
one of the principal fishing ports of Maine, indicate the habits and traits of those fishermen at 
some of the fishing ports of this State: 
"EARLY TRAINING.-A man about to ship in a vessel will make arrangemeuts to take his boy 
with him. The boy is taken out at the age of ten to twelve years. At first he may be kept aboard 
the vessel cutting sounds and fishing over the rail, or he may be allowed to accompany his father 
in bis dory; and then he adds to the father's catch. He returns in the fall and again enters school 
for the winter term, but is taken out again ear]y in spring to go on another trip. By the time he 
is fifteen, or sixteen at most, he has a dory of his own a.nd forms one of the crew, catching his 
share of the trip. With bis bo i h desire to be a man be readily takes to any vice common to 
others of the crew, and is soon led to be as rough as any of his companions. His chief aim 
now is to be a fl. hermau and to be with the fishermen, and he returns in the fall feeling that 
he is too old for school, and if he enters it i largely tha.t he may have a good time. He now wishes 
to study only g ograpby and arithmetic, thinks reading and spelling beneath him, while, to use- his 
own language, 'grammar will do well enough for the biled-sbirt fellers and the girls, but as for him 
he bas no time for uclt tra b.' The ouly way now to reach him is by a general black-board exer-
ci e and course of oral in truction in those branches against wllich he is prejudiced. This is be-
ing introduced with favorable result , but the average fisher-boy takes so little interest in schools 
after be has been away for two or three ummer that he will improve but little. The fisherman's 
daughter fares better,£ r there is little to keep her busy outsi<le of school, and she, if once inter-
e ted in the work, ha the chance of gratifying her de ires be;yond that of any other class. As 
a result we find h r oft n a very bright and in tell ctual young girl where the school privileges 
will allow and wh r ·be i' n t k pt ack by the home influences. 
"MARRIED LIFE.-Wh nth ii ·hcrman marrie he ~·oon has a large family, varying with the J 
locality, the int rior c mmunitic a, raging more tlrnn the more intellectual and well-to-do ones. 
In ones ction of tw nty famiii , tak n in order a they chanced to live, the average was exactly 5, 
· the xtr me eiug 11 and 0. The hard time eem to haYe no influence upon either the marrya,ge 
r birth rat , £ r in 1 7:-., the culmination of a series of adverse years, there were more marriages 
than for an 'i4 by con. id rabl , and the birth rate wa unu ually large.~ 
*HI.RR!.· ~-D .t.rnnr.\.GES.-"Tbe connection b tw en Ji iriogs and marriag<>s may not be obvious to all but 
the cotchr "'i tcr ma· it clear nonrrh. Inther turn f; rthethirdqunrteroftheprcseutyear(l8il)tberegi~trar 
of Fr rbur,,b t s that tb herrin" fi hery wa v ry ncce ful, ancl the valu of the catch, including cask and 
coring, mny be t, down at £130,000 terliorr, and the maITin 7 CS "ere 0 per cent. o.bove tho av rage. Oner gi1:1trar, 
in his return for the quarter, report marriages in his di trict 'like angels' viiit , few nnd far between.' At the fish-
ing villa.rre it m. y b pu rnor bri fly-n herring, no w dcUng." 
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"LI'.l'E~.A.RY TASTES; ASSOCI.A.TIONS.-The fisherman reads but little, in fact almost noth-
ing in the way of books, and confines himself almost wholly to story papers, though no one paper 
seems to have a preference. 
" The seaman, be he fisherman or not, bas, from long and constant associati~n with his fellows, 
grown to be a man who is discontented in solitude. He has been so long aud constantly in the com-
pany of othm·s that he cannot endure being alone; and just here we :find a partial explanation of 
bis discontent with the ordinary shore life. . When at home in winter he is not satisfied to remain 
by himself; he must have other men around him, and we see him congregating with others at 
an old wharf wher~ they may while away the time in jesting together and i_n conrnrsation about 
things pertaining to their vocation. If one is going to the village half a mile away he will wait 
an hour for the sake of having some one to walk down with, and, conversing on]y on subjects con-
nected with his work, he gradually comes to enjoy himself only in the society of :fishermen. -who 
bas not overheard a conversation between two old salts and observed how ea~ily it drifted into 
things connected with the sea and how persistently it clung there i 
'' HOME LIFE.-The man being away so much his wife learns to act as his agent, and generally 
being the more capable of the two she controls matters at home, an<l he comes often in the capacity 
of a boarder. Her word is considered better than bis, and she is not infrequently the leader. He 
neglects work about the house at the proper time and cuts his wood in the snow, &c. During the 
hard times he has mortgaged his house, and often two families live together with little or nothing 
attractive about them.'' 
4. THE FISHERMEN. OF THE ISLES OF SHOALS. 
THE ISLES OF SHOALS FISHERMEN IN 1873.-Ooncerning the fishermen of these islands off 
the coast of New Hampshire, Celia Thaxter, in 1873, w-rote: 
"They lead a life of the greatest hardship and exposure, during the winter especially, setting 
their trawls 15 or 20 miles to the eastward of the islands, drawing them next <lay if the stormy 
winds and waves will permit, and taking the fish to Portsmouth to sell. It is desperately hard 
work, trawling at this season, with the bitter wind blowing in their teeth and the flying spray 
freezing upon enrything it touches-boats, masts, sails, decks, clothes completely cased in ice, and 
fish frozen solid as soon as taken from the water. The inborn politeness of these fishermen to 
stranger women is something delightful to witness. I remember once landing in Portsmouth and 
being obliged to cross three or four schooners just in (with their_freight of frozen fish lying open-
mouthed in a solid ~ass on deck) to reach the wharf. No courtly gentlemen could have displayed 
more beautif~l behavior than did these rough fellows, all pressing forward with real grace-because 
the feeling which prompted them was a true and lofty feeling.-to help me over the tangle of ropes 
and sails and anchors to a safe footing on shore. 
"Very few accidents happen, however: the islanders are a cautious people. Years ago, when 
the white sails of their little fleet of whale-boats m~ed to flutter out of the sheltered bight and stand 
out to the fishing grounds in the bay, h.9w many eses followed them in the early light and watched 
them in the distance through the day, till, toward sunset, they spread their wings to fly back with 
the evening wind l How pathetic the gathering of women on the headlands when out of the sky 
swept the squall that sent the small boats staggering before it and lJliuded the eyes, already 
drowned in tears, with sudden rain that hid sky and sea and boats from their eager gaze! What 
wringing of bands, what despairing cries, which the _wild wind bore away while it caught and flut-
. tered the homely draperies and unfastened the locks of maid and mother to blow them about their 
pale faces and anxious eyes! Now no longer the little fleet goes forth, for the greater part af the 
• 
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i landers have tout schooner , and go trawling with profit, if not with pleasure. A few solitaries 
fi h in mall dorie , and earn a slender lfrelihood thereby. 
"Mo t of the men are more or less round-shouldered, and seldom row upright, with head erect 
and ·boulders tllrown back. They stoop so much over the fish-tables-cleaning, splitting, salting, 
packing-that they acquire a permanent habit of stooping."* 
/ 5. THE INDIAN FISHERMEN OF NEW ENGLAND. 
THE °INDIANS OF PASSAl\lAQUODDY B.A.Y.-The Passamaquoddy Indians in the neighborhood 
of Eastport, 1\Ie., are eugaged in Yarious fisheries, the chief object of pursuit baing the porpoise, 
which is taken for its oil. ~he pursuit is an exciting one, the Indians in their slender birch-bark 
canoe approaching to within gun-shot, when the animal is killed, and afterward secured with a 
lance, and either towed to land or taken into the boat. 
INDIANS OF SOUTHERN NEW ENGLAND.-The Indians of Gay Head, a well-known settlement 
at the western end of Martlia's Vineyard, and of other points on the south coast of New England, 
llave in days past been famous whalemen, and were often found filling the position of boat-steerer, 
particularly on the New Bedford ships. 
6. THE BRITISH-PROVINCIAL FISHERMEN OF NEW ENGLAND. 
There were in 1880 about 4,000 men, natives of the British Provinces, employed on our fishing 
\'essels. They are, as a rule, native · of Nova Scotia, though there are many from Cape Breton 
and Prince Edward Island, and a considerable number from other parts of Canada and from New-
foundland. The Nova Scotian· are, for tlie most part, 'bf Scotch descent, while the Newfound-
lan<lers are Irish. Many from Nova Scotia and Cape Breton have a share of French blood in their 
wins. They are all known by foe general name "Nova Scotians." 
SE.A.M.ANSHIP.-A great many of the most skillful fishermen and skippers are from the vicinity 
of Pubnico, Lockport, Le Ilave, and Lunenburg, Nff'rn Scotia. These men bave an hereditary 
knowledge of maritime subject , for there lias for a long time been a considerable fleet of bankE:rs 
owned in that Province. Many other exc llent men come from other parts of Nova Scotia., Cape 
Breton, and Prince Edward I land. 
lMMIGRATION.-Accor ling to apt. Ep~ W. Mcrcbant, of Gloucester, the first Norn Scotian 
came to that port about the year 182 , on the fi,.J1ing schooner commanded by Capt. Elislia Oakes. 
As will be sh wn b r aft r, th practi e of enli ting Newfoundlanders was common as cnrly as 
164 , and ba · doubt! · c utinucd v r ince to greater or less extent 
Capt. Fitz J. ab on, the coll ctor of cu toms at Glouce t r, in a letter to the Chief of tile 
Dnr au of Stati ic' in 1875, · y : 
" ar tu r ba b u a larg immigration of male adult coming from the ProYinces 
t ii ·h ri f GI uce t r. Th y are mo tly young men and unmarried. Tlle supe-
1i r cla l uging to thi port mploy d in the fi 0 hcl'ie ', th liberal and excellent 
quality of provi ·i n furni ·h cl y the own r , the prompt ettlemeu t and payment in ca h for tlle 
f r t in in t ad f p ym in good , &c., which i the u ual manner of payment to fisber-
t th r pla · ti n t the command of a fi 
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"The capital of the Provinces :finds better investment in building, equipping, and running 
vessels in the foreign trade than in the :fishing business. Most of the fishing of the Provinces is 
pursued in small boats off shore. Many :fishermen of the Provinces do not ha,e sufficient capital 
to build and equip wssels to carry on the :fishing business as it is <lone here. Persons wishing to 
engage in the fisheries usually apply :first at Gloucester. Of the seven thousand men employed in 
the fisheries at tllis port three-fourths are not natives of the town, ancl this season the Provincial 
fishermen ha,e come direct in vessels to Gloucester rather than by; cars, or via Boston and other 
ports. Very few of these persons return to the Provinces to make their home there again." 
Many young women come from the Provinces to the States on the American fishing ,essels, 
in parties of, from two to six or more. The passage is generally given to them free, and they 
are kindly and respectfully treated. Many come as passengers on the same vessels with their 
husbands or brothers. Large numbers come every year to Gloucester to seek employment, and 
many of them ultimately marry their countrymen among the fishermen. 
TH"'E CAUSES OF IMMIGRATION.-The causes of this immigration may be found primarily in 
the poverty of many of the coast districts of that Province. . In certain of these coast districts 
the people are to a large extent dependent .upon the summer visits of American fisllermen. In 
the winter of 1867 and 1868, for instance, the suffering for want of food among the Nova Scotian 
fishermen is represented to have been very intense. Government aid and the charity of individuals 
were insufficient for its relief.• 
Another inducement fo the enterprising ~oung Provincials is the 01)portunity for rapid 
advancement which may be found in a large American fishing port. A man of energy and courage 
ma.y in a very few years become the skipper of a fine schooner, and . be earning a good subsistence 
for bis family, who, had he remained at home, would still ha,e been plying his oars and line in 
the monotonous, profitless shore :fishery. 
"Among the Nova Scotians," writes l\ir. George H. Procter, "may be found some of the , 
smartest skippers of the fleet. These have made good use of the opportunities presented, and by 
their good qualities as seamen, capacity to handle a vessel, and possessed ·with sufficient dariug 
to run the risks of winter fishing, they have attained good' positions. Many of tbem, who came 
here with scarcely a dollar in their pockets, are now owners, or part owners, of vessels, showing 
an energetic spirit of industry and perseverance, which has surmounted difficulties and brought, 
as a reward of thei~ toil, good returns. 
"These men, as a class, are naturally fitted for the business. Born and reared by the sea, 
most of them of poor parents, it became a necessity for them to earn their own living at a very 
early age. Fishing was about the only occupation in which they could engage in the Provinces, 
and in this branch they commenced, bringing to it all the energies of youth, and by its pursuit 
laying tbe foundation of robust health, which enabled them to bear the toil· it demanded, and 
preparing them for the more advanced positions which were offered on board the American fishing 
vessels. 
"The yearly visits of our fishing fleet into the Provincial waters show these men the contrast 
between the two classes of vessels, American and Nov~ Scotian; the one, clipper-built ·and well 
appointed in every particular, and the other, clumsy and far behind in all the modern improvements 
and fittings. It is not strange that they had a desire to connect themselves with the better class 
of vessels, where opportunities for becoming masters and owners were so temptingly held out as 
the reward of industry, fidelity, and daring to venture for a trip of fish at the most dangerous and 
inclement seasons of the year. They caught the inspiration of the Yankee .fishermen; as they 
* Barnstable Patriot, March 24, 1868-[with many interesting cletails]. 
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associated with them in their summer visits after mackerel, and learned of the winter fishing on 
Georges and the Banks; of the chances to make profitable trips; the opportunities to get ahead 
in the States; and the advantages for their children to obtain an education. They also learned 
how well the ves el were provisioned. All this led them to seek for chances on board our vessels, 
and we barn drawn from the Provinces hundreds of their population, representing all grades, with 
a good proportion of really valuable men, who to-day are numbered among the energetic and 
thriving citizens of Gloucester." . 
Again, the system of oppression, to which the fishermen of many parts of Nova Scotia are 
subjected by the fi hery capitalists, has had a very important influence in inducing them to seek 
other homes. 
CAN.ADI.AN FISHERi\IEN .AT H0ME.-Napoleon Lavoie, esq., a Canadian fishery officer, in his 
report made in 1875 upon the Gaspe and Bonaventure divisions on the Gulf of Saint Lawrence, 
gives the following account of the condition of the population in that region, which explains in 
part the causes of the extensive immigration: 
"Changes are so few and the ra~e of progress so slow on the extent of coast placed under my 
charge, that it is a very difficult thing to present my annual report under a new dress and to sug-
gest matters which have not already been a frequent subject of allusion. There are, however, 
certain things which require urgent action and which demand continuous public attention. If the 
large divisions of Gaspe and Bonaventure, with the exceptional advantages presented by reason 
of their location on the rich shores of Bay des Ohaleurs, have only a population of 30,000 souls, 
most of them neglectful of agricultural pursuits, such a slow rate of progress must be attributed to 
causes which I have in several instances already brought under your notice, and to which I must 
again call your attention. 
"The actual settlement of the coast of Gaspe and Bay des Chaleurs hardly dates one hundred 
,years back. Scarcely had it begun when powerful firms repaired thither from the Island of Jersey 
to i.ake advantage of the labor and resources of the growing population. The ignorance and 
improvidence of the settlers, wbicb repeated experience bas not yet cured, unfortunately made 
them easy tool to the cunning and cupidity of merchants, who took advantage of their own 
supremacy to keep them in a state of comparative bondage. The policy adopted by the founder of 
one of the"'e firm , that of Robin & Co., could possibly bring no other results than those witnessed 
at the pre ent time. Thi far- eeing man understood at once that in order to keep these people 
under his power they hould be prevented as much as possible from following agricultural pursuits, 
which would have in ·ured a certain amount of independence. He therefore became purchaser of 
t_he eigniorie of abo and Grand Rirnr, and sub equently deeded this land to tbe people at the 
rate of ten acres each. In pit , however, of the endeavors made to keep settlers tied to their 
fi bing boats the oil i o fertile and the climate so favorable to agricultural pur ·uits that remark-
ab~e progre ha be n noticed in late year . The return , howernr, of the last four or five years 
how that agricultural product have had a tendency to decline rather than to increase, although 
th re ha been no deer a e in the population. It must not be lo t sight of that public works, lum-
b ring operation , r ilway , almon and lobster canning establi hments employed a large number 
of hand , which thu w re lo t to agriculture. On the other side the want of market for the sale 
f farm pro uce i a further imp dim nt to the progre of agriculture, the .only purchaser being 
tb Jer y m rch nt , who buy at low price in order to supply fi hermen. Even farmers them-
Ive d r t 11 n credit, a th y would ur to lo e the am unt of th ir d bt, the merchants 
th m all their fi b. ,, 
r mor n gl cte n w tllau h y u l'cl t be i th 
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~.1,d sy~tem of engaging fish rmen. Up to five or six years past the majority c,f this class hired 
themselves only until the 15th of August, for what was called summer fishing, the proceeds of 
which went altogether to merchants in payment of accounts. On the 15th of August, let the bills 
be settled or not, fishermen began working for themselves, and were thus enabled to purchase their 
winter provisions wherever they liked, the fish being usually sent to Quebec. Thus they eked out 
a living, and, working at borne, were enabled to cultivate a little plot of ground, which yielded a 
small return for their industry. The Robins, howe,er, ·soon found out that this system made the 
fishermen a little too independent, and anticipating a chance of tightening the bonds under which 
they were kept, gradually changed their mode of engagement to another, which the improvident 
and too confiding fishermen adopted without paying sufficient attention to its effect. The mode of 
engagement now followed on the coast of Gaspe is the half-time system. Most of the fishermen 
are sent to the large establishments of Perce, Newport, Pabos, and of the North Coast, to fish there 
until the end of August or September, so that when the fishing is over there is hardly anything 
left for them to do. The weather is apt to be so stormy at this period of the year that weeks may 
elapse before they are enabled to fish, and there is no occupation for them on shore. 
"This system, which at first sight may seem advantageous, is · nevertheless disastrous to the 
fishermen, as it prevents them from cultivating their sin.all plots of land, and compels them to pro-
cure everything from merchants, who are thus enabled to take advantage of the position in which 
.they are placed. This system is still more prejudicial in so far as it increases the exports of Jersey 
firms, thereby diminishing the supply on our markets and enhancing tbe price of codfish. It is 
also, as may be easily understood, ruinous to the coasting trade. 
"There is no need to repeat here what I wrote last year about these firms, their mode of trading, 
and their narrow and ambitious views. What I then said. and what I write to-day will, I venture 
to say, be sufficient to enable you to understand the position of a large and wealthy portion of our 
Dominion, the situation in which is placed a whole population reduced to an undisguised state of 
vassalage, the want of resources and education affording them no means of resisting this oppres-
sion. It is certainly not useless on my part to try once more to urge J·our solicitude towards this 
unfortunate class of our own people, whose position is an anomaly of the age in ·which we liYe."* 
In the winter of 18Gl-'02 there was great destitution and suffering among the Newfoundland 
fishermen, particularly those living about Placentia Bay, owing chiefly to the poor :fishing in the 
summer of 1861.t 
TRANSIENT FISHERMEN.-A. great manJT fishermen are ·every year shipped by .American vessels 
i11 tue ProYiucial seaports. and a considerable proportion of these men, though yearly making up a 
part of tue crews of our fishing fleet, never became residents of the United States.+ 
T1rn FISHERMEN OF NEWFOUNDL.A.ND.-The following account of the N:ewfoundlancl fiRher-
rnen gives au idea of their peculiarities, most of which are retained by the men of that region who 
enter the American fishing fleets: 
"The speech of the Newfoundland fisherman is full of phrases derived from his every-daJ 
employments. To make an engagement for a term of service is to 'ship' with Mr. So-and-so. Even 
SflTaut g-irls are said to 'ship for six months' when they engage with a mistress. A ~-oung man 
'81.iips' lliwself to a sweetheart when they are affianced; and a church is said to have 'shipped' a 
- - ---· - - --------------------------
* Report of Commissioner of Fisheries of Canada for H375, pp. 3fl, 40. 
t Cape Ann Advertiser, January i4, 1862. 
t The Gloncester Telegraph of ,June 8, 1870, remarks: "Our correspondent at Port Hasting·s, Cape Breton, sends 
us the foilowiug fishing items: Scboo11er Yazoo, of Provincet0wu, Captain Morrison, arrived here May 21; took men 
and supplies and sailed north on a fishing voyage 27th. Schooner Jnlian, of Provincetown, Captain Donlin, arrived 
21st and took men and supplies for a fishing voyage to Gmnd Bank. Schooner Orioia, of Provincetown, Captain 
Donlin, arrived 21st and took men and supplies for a fishing voyage to Grand Bank." 
SEO IV--2 
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new par on, or perhaps he is called the 'skipper' of the church. The master of the house, W?at-
ever his occupation, is invariably 'the skipper,' and the mistress is 'the woman.' 'How's the 
woman,, is the usual way in which a man is asked regarding the health of bis wife. Gaining an 
ad ,antage over a man is called 'getting to wind ward of him.' 'Mr. Blank is a terrible knowin' 
man; tliere's no gettin' to wind ward of him.' Is a man prosperous, he is said to be making 'head-
way'; if the reverse, he is 'going to leewa!d·' To initiate any undertaking is described as 'getting 
it under way'; and to live meanly and parsimoniously is to 'go very near the wind.' There is a 
world of meaning in the Newfoundland proverb, 'the big fish eat the little ones.' Thus pithily and 
with a sort of !?ournful cynicism g.o they at times describe their own forlorn condition at the end 
of a fishing season, when, in payment of their debts, the whole proceeds of their toil go to the store 
of the wealthy merchant, while they are half starving during winter. 
''Of profitless talk, it is said in reproof, 'words fill no nets.' A dull, plodding man, who suc-
ceeds in spite of deficiency by honest industry, is said to 'get on by dint of stupidity and hard 
work'-a most expressive description. 
"Another peculiarity of t~e Newfoundland fishermen, derived from their sea-faring habits, is 
an inordinate fondness for flags. Every merchant has his flag flying on his storehouse or wharf, 
as though a state of active warfare existed, while at the principal harbors the approach of each 
vessel is signaled by a flag, be it schooner, brig, brigantine, or ship. On Signal Hill, overlooking 
Saint John's Harbor, three masts are erected, and at times, when a number of vessels are approach- · 
ing the port, these, with their yards, look like a draper's shop, with the various flags streaming in 
the wind. Flags, however, are utilized in other ways. Wb.en any important personage has 'crossed 
tli.e bourne whence no traveler returns,' the flags are hoisted half-mast; but when a wedding takes 
place, all the bunting in the place floats in the breeze. Big 'sealing guns' [used in shooting seals 
on the ice], whose report is like that of small cannon, are brought out and fired contjnuously, and 
evidently afford the greatest delight on these joyous occasions. In the 'outports,' as all places 
but Saint John's are named, it is usual to catch the happy couple in a net as they emerge from a 
church-a symbolic net, perhaps-indicating that both are netted for life. In these 'outports,' too, 
church bells are few and far between, and the time for each service is indicated by hoisting on a 
pole a flag, on which is emblazoned the miter or the cross. Each school-house, too, has its flag-
staff, and when the flag is hoisted the urchins are seen coming along the paths,' creeping like snails 
unwillingly to school.' 
'' Near the shores Newfoundland is rocky, the ground being everywhere covered with stones of 
all sizos. The word 'stone,' however, is rarely used, the smallest pebble and the largest bowlder 
being alike called a 'rock.' Boys invariably E-pc·ak of 'firing rocks,' but never of throwing stones. 
A servant was asked how he had been . pendiug her time lately. Her reply, 'Why, I have been 
heavin' rocks out of them rai ins for the best part of an hour.' Thus ' stoning fruit,' is 'heavin' 
rocks' in Newfoundland. S abundant are the rocks in some places and so scanty the soil that 
uitable ground for the burial of the d acl cannot be found ; and amid huge bowlders the graYes 
aPe made by soil brought from a di tanc ; or, where this is not possible, the coffin is laid upon the 
rock above groun and then w:: Ile in and coYered. It i not very uncommon for graves to be dug 
1 . in depth than the ffin. Of ·our e thi i true only in certain localities. 
· " mong the I rimith· popu1 ti n of the 'outport ' there i , among the Protestant portiou, 
·won erful pa i n fi r hoo ing name taken fr m the Old Te tamen t, and these at times the 
o cl t ancl mo t n · mm nth y can lect. I ra 1 , eu n , Dani l , Azariabs, and Isaiahs are 
1 ntiful a 'ro k . ut it i r, tl.J •r. t, 1 tling t b int odu · d to Ii,. Lo Rubamah Tucker, or 
.Mi Lo- mmi nd to be told th t the littl flax u-h a<led girl you are trying to make 
, 
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friends with rejoices in the name borne by one of the daughters of the patriarch Job, Keren:hap-
puch, or that the baby's name is Jerusha. To those not quite familiar with Scripture names it_may 
be well to say that the first two are to be found in Ho1:;ea, I, 6, ~- It is OD record that one child 
was baptized Beersheba, entere<l in the marriage register in due time as Bathsheba, but always 
called Bertha by her neighbors. A clergyman of the Ohurch of England relates that once in 
beginning a service in a private house in an ' outport' a woman near him, intending no offensive 
familiarity, lifted up a corner of bis surplice, and, after examining it with finger and thumb, pro-
nounced it aloud, ' A beautiful piece of stuff.' Under similar circumstances be was startled on 
another occasion, in the middle of his sermon, by an old woman in the _chimney corner calling out 
to some young ones, 'My gracious~ girls, I've forgot the loaf! Julia, go out to the next house and 
hang on the bake-pot.' It must be understood that these instances occurred in some of t~e- prim-
itive outlying settlements, far from the center of civilization, where the people seldom see a clergy-
man, and are quite unaccustomed to the solemnities of religious assemblies. They welcome eagerly 
the rare visit of clergymen in these. scattered hamlets, and whole batches of children of various 
ages are baptized by him at the same time. So cold is weather in winter, in the more northerly 
parts of the island, and so wretched their houses, that, in order to keep the loaf from freezing at 
night, it is a practice to wrap it in the blanket and take it to bed when retiring. 
"The popuhttion is a mixed one, nearly half being the descendants of Irish settlers, the rest 
English; most of them sprung from progenitors who came originally from Devonshire, Dorset-
shire, and HaD?pshire. The descendants of the latter retain many of the peculiarities of speech 
which still distinguish the peasants of Devonshire. They say, 'l's took no notice to she,' that is, 
no notice of her. ' Did 'ee want anything· wi' n' They speak of their ' han~ses and postses;' of 
their cows being ' alossed,' and their bread ·' amade.' They will say 'Mubbe l's goun home.' The 
-parson is 'pareson,' and they ask him to ''bide a spurt' with them. A 'spell' is either short con-
tinuance at labor or a time of rest. Short distances are, in common speech, measured as 'spells.' 
Thus' two shoulder spells' is a distance a man ~ould ordinarily carry a burden on his shoulders, 
resting once in the midst. The word' obedience' is sometimes used for' obeisance.' Thus, chil-
dren are directed to 'make. their obedience,' that is, to bow courtesy. The inhabitants of a settle 
ment are called' liviers,' and if any district be uninhabited there are said to be no 'Iiviers' in it. 
An expressive phrase is used to indicate a fall in the temperature-' To-day is a jacket colder than 
yesterday.' 'How do times govern in Saint John's'' is a common question which is answered by 
recounting the prices of fish, oil, and provisions. 'Praise the fair day at e't'n,' is the _Scottish 
proverb which has its counterpart in Newfoundland,' 'Praise the bridge that carries you over.' 
The folly of lazy, shiftless expedients is well expressed by saying 'He sits in one of the tilt and 
burns the other.' When admiration of a benevolent man is expressed, he is described as 'a terri-
ble kind man;' or the weather is commendeu by saying, 'It's a shocking fine day.' Clever, in 
Newfoundland, means strong or la~ge. A' clever man' is a stout, large man. A 'clever baby' 
is a hearty, big baby. A singular use of the word ' accommodation' is common. A person of bad 
repute is said to have 'a very bad accommodation.' Or a servant on lea,ing his master requests 
'an accommodation,' evidently a corruption of recommendation. 
'' With all their primitive and often amusing peculiarities and local customs the fisherfolk of 
.Newfoundland have many sterling qualities of _head and heart; and all they want to put them on a 
level with corresponding classes in other countries more ~dv-anced in the arts of civilized life is 
education. No one could live among them without liking them. In simplicity of character, 
warmth of heart, kindness, and hpspitality, they are unsurpassed.* 
* Cape Ann Advertiser, January 15, 1875. 
20 FISHERl\IE~ OF 'rllE UNITED STATES. 
FISHING VILLAGES OF NEWFOUNDLAND.-A writer in Harper's Magazine for 1854 writes: 
"Fi bing, or some process connected with it, is the occupation of almost every man, woman, 
and child in the country. Out of Sflint John's, either fish or some sign of the finny tribe, visible or 
odoriferous is met with whemrnr there is a population. At a <listance from the capital, in the 
mall settlements, the fishermen Ii rn in unpainted wooden cottages, scattered in the cows, now 
perched upon rocks or hidden in the nooks, the neighborhood showing small patches of cultivated 
garden ground and copses of stunted wood. Each cabin has its fish flake, a kind of rude platform, 
elevated on poles ten or twelve feet high, cornred with a matting of sticks and boughs, on which 
the fish are laid out to dry. At a convenient point on the shore is a stage, much more strongly 
constructed, jutting out over the water. It forms a small pin, made in part to serve the purpose 
of a ladder, at which a landing frequently is alone possible on the steep and rock-bound coast. 
"On returning from the fishing ground, the boat is brought to the stage with the cargo, and 
sticking a prong in the head of each fish, they are thrown upon the stage one by one, as bay is 
pitched into a cart. The operations of cutting open, taking out the entrails, preserving the liver for 
oil, remo\'ing the back bone, and salting, are immediately performed upon the stage, in which 
the younger members of the family are employed. The drJring on the flakes is the List process. 
"It is the inshore fishery that is prosecuted by the British, not extending generally more than 
a mile or two from the harbors, that of the Great Bank being aban<loned to the Yankees and 
French." 
EARLY ENLISTMENT OF NEWFOUNDLANDERS IN THE FISHERIES OF NEW ENGL.A.ND.-The 
following extract from Hubbard's History of New England, referring to events wbich took place 
in 1648, shows that fishermen from the regions now designated as the British Provinces, partici-
pated in the fisheries of New England at that time: 
"Some of these petitioners being bound for England, their papers were searched by the 
authority of the governor and council, amongst which were found the copies of some petitions and 
queries to be presented to the commissioners for plantations. One petition was from some non-
freemen, pretended to be in the name, and upon the sighs and tears, of many thousands, &c. In 
the preamble they showed how they were driven out of their native country by the tyranny of the 
bishops, &c. One of their petitions was for liberty of conscience and for a general governor. They 
bad sent their agents up aml down the country to get h.ands to this petition, but of the many thou-
sands they spake of, they could find but twenty-five hands to the cllief petition, and tllose were, 
for the mo t part, either young men who came over servants aml never bad overmuch shew of 
religion in them or, fishermen of Marblehead, feared to be profane persons, divers of whom were 
lironght the la t year from Newfoundland fi r the fi bing eason, and so to return again. Others 
,r ·r ~ drawn in by their r 1ation , and tho: <kpencled upon for means how to live."* 
7. THE IRISH FISHERMEN OF NEW ENGLAND. 
RISIDIEN IN THE GLOUCESTER .a ... ·D BOST0~ FLEBTS.-There are many Irishmen in the 
uc , t r fl t; among them are in<liviclual who have di tinguished themselves by their skill 
a· fl ·h rmen. As a ru1 , how ver, the e m n, a, well a tho e of Iri h descent who have come 
fr m ... wfounilland, are from the pea ant cla. e , and are remarkable rather for tolidity, in<liffer-
11 • to anger, and 11 uran of hard ·hip, than for nt rprise and acti ity. Tb y are mo. t 
lik ·h· t • } f th 
·uit d leaner, saf: r, 
--
....... ::::~ ' 
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Portuguese from Azore Islands·, engaged in George's Bauk cotl fisl1ery from Gloucester, Ma::1s. 
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variaule, an<l. more ncrrnus employment of mackerel catching, or the more remunerative and excit-
ing experiences of the fresh-halibut fishery. 
The Irish :fishermen are often clannish, and an Irish skipper soon gathers ~round him a crew 
of bis own nationality. Vessels thus manned are not noted for their trimness and neatness. 
At Boston there is a. considerable fleet of market boats owned and manned entirely by :fisher-
men from the west coast of Ireland. Their boats are built precisfly like those of Galway and they 
employ 'their own home methods. This fishery is described at length elsewhere. A number of 
these Irish boats may be seen at any time in the <locks at Commercial or "T" Wharves, Boston, 
and it is doubtful if anywhere else in this country can be seen so unadulterated a representation of 
Irish peasantry as in the old fishermen who sit about the docks counting their fish and chatting in 
Gaelic. 
8. THE SCANDINAVIAN FISHERMEN OF NEW ENGLAND. 
SCANDINAVIANS IN THE GLOUCESTER FLEET.-There may be found among the Gloucester 
:fishermen a large percentage of Scandinavians, mostly Norwegian, a considerable number of 
Swedes, and a few Danes. 
They are intelligent, enterprising men, a large proportion of whom rise to the command of 
vessels. In many of their traits they resemble the fishermen of New England birth. Strong, 
accustomed to hardship, skilled in tµe management of small boats from long experience inherited 
and personal at home, they are best suited for trawling and hand-lining from dories. The schools 
of Norway and Sweden have taught them navigation thoroughly and most of them are excellent 
sailors, having served frequently in the merchant mai:ine. Many of these men have families, having 
brought their wives with them from home, or married their countrywomen who have come over 
alone. They soon learn to speak English. 
9. THE PORTUGUJ!SE FISHERMEN OF NEW ENGLAND. 
PORTUGUESE FROM '.I.'HE AZORE ISLANDS.-The so-called Portuguese fishermen of New Eng-
land are, with few exceptions, natives of the Azores or Western Islands. Their attention was 
doubtless directed to this country by the visits of the Cape Cod vessels to their islands. A favorite 
cruising ground of the Provincetown sperm-whalers was the ''Western Ground," which is situated 
off the Azores: These Yessels, as well as those of New Bedford and Nantucket, have for nearly 
three-quarters of a century been accustomed to touch at Fayal to recruit, to land sick men, and to 
ship home oil. Extra hands were often shipped at the islands to fill up the complement of the 
crew or to fill the places of deserters. Many were brought home in the whale-ships, and, as a 
consequence, some of the more enterprising began to bring over their families. A great impulse 
was given to their emigration in 1853, when the growth of a fungus devastated the vineyards and 
the wine crop of the Azores began rapidly to fuil. 
PORTUGUESE COLONIES IN NEW ENGLAND.-The largest colonies are at Provincetown, 
where there are numerous families established, and four hundred of the fishermen from this port 
are Western Islanders. At Gloucester, also, there is a considerable colony at "Portugee Hill," 
and about two hundred and fifty Portuguese fishermen in the fleet. There are many Portuguese 
families living at New Bedford and about ·eight hundred of the whalemen sailing from here are of 
this nationality. 
CIIARACTERISTICS OF PORTUGUESE FISHERMEN.-The Portuguese at sea are industrious 
and daring, having been accustomed for generations to lives of hardship and adventure in the boat 
fisheries at home, and by instinct sturdy laborers and frugal economists. They make good cooks 
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or ,, stewards," and are often found serving in that capacity. On shore they live in little homes 
of their own, built together in small communities, they mingling scarcely at all with their Ameri-
can neighbors, and rarely, if ever, going out to service. Men are absent in summer at sea, and in 
the winter engage in the shore fisheries. The women and children contribute to the general pros-
perity by gathering berries and beach plums for sale, and by Email household industries. In Prov-
incetown they are rather looked down upon and avoided by the native population, but this is appar-
ently the result of race prejudice, for they are honest and unobtrusive. They are always self-sup-
porting and often well-to-do. At sea the men are recognized as equals by their shipmates, and 
there are few vessels which have not among their crews some " Manuel" or ''Antone" who talks a 
diale~t of Latin-English and serves as a stimulant to ethnological specula.tions among his shipmates. 
The women are not so much in intercourse with Americans as the men, and usunlly speak English 
with difficulty. They are always devout Catholics and make up at Provincetown and Gloucester 
a large part of the congregation in the churches of this sect. 
Of late years a number of Portuguese have become
0
skippers of Gloucester vessels and part 
owners as well. There was formerly a prejudice against allowing them to take these positions, but 
this is now vanishing. A Portuguese skipper rarely has any but Portuguese in his crew. As a 
class they seem to prefer the George's cod .fishery to the other fisheries, more tban two-thirds of 
all the Portuguese fishermen of Gloucester in 1879 being in the George's fleet. 
10. THE NEGRO FISHERMEN OF NEW ENGLAND. 
NEGROES AS WH.ALEMEN.-New England has few negro fishermen except in its whaling fleet, 
though occasionally one is found serving as cook on a cod or mackerel schooner. In 1880 there 
was not a negro among the 4,500 men in the Gloucester fleet. 
The whaling fleet of New Bedford has among its crews many negroes, some shipped in the 
West Indies, others picked up at Zanzibar and other recruiting stations. In 1880 there were two 
hundred negroes in the fleet. 
The Provincetown whalers often ship a part of their crew at Jamaica, St. Croix, or other of 
the West India Islands. These negroes are rarely of mixed blood, and are active, powerful men, 
peaking a patois hardly to be understood even by those who are familiar with the speech of the 
negroes of their own States. Negroes sometimes attain to the position of boat-steerer, but I have 
been unable to learn of in tances where they have become captains or even mates. 
11. THE '' BAYMEN" OR FISHER'MEN OF LONG ISLAND. 
THE IIABITS OF ":BAYMEN."-The character of the fisheries of Long Island, New York, is 
such that it i a mo t difficult matter to determine how many men are professionally engaged in 
them. The men who fish are also by times oystermen, farmers, clammers, yachtsmen, and gunners, 
following either of these occupations as they may feel at different times inclined. On the south 
shore, and in some other parts, they style themselves "baymen." Many of them own yachts of 
from 3 to 20 ton , are good sailors, and keep their boats neatly painted, so that when taking out 
partie f augl rs to fi h for bluefi h or other fi hes their boat would hardly be thought to have 
een engaged in oy t ring most of the winter. This clas of men are very numerous in all partR, 
an while individually they take but few fi h, collectively their catch amounts to considerable in 
he cour e of they r. The e "ba men ' get from 3 to $5 per day for sailing a party, and u ua11y 
tall the fi h, although they o not demand j a part of the contract, as is the case at some places 
nth ew coa . 
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Portuguese fr(\m Cape do Verde I slands, engaged in whale fishery from Now Bedford, Mass. 
:From photogravh by T. W. Smillie. 
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The men engaged in the menhaden fisheries are drawn from all parts of the island, are g~n-
erally sons of farmers, and, with the exception of the captains of the steamers, engineers, and the · 
superintendents of the f~ctories, are not usually in the business more than a season or two. 
M0RALS.-The people who are engaged in the Island :fisheries have more the manners and 
appearance of farmf;rS than of the inhabitants of the exclusively :fishing towns of the Eastern 
States, and they will compare favorably in regard to education, thrift, and morals with most rural 
populations. I think that these virtues increase with the number of miles between the villages 
and New York City, and that there is also a difference between the north and south sides in this 
respect which may have had some influence on the selection of so many places of resjdence by 
wealthy New Yorkers on the south side, with its flat, low, barren lands, and on the waters of _tho 
uninteresting Great South Bay, in preference to the high, rolling north side, with its charming, 
deep, romantic bays; here there have been more deeds of violence, and among the majority 
of the native population the language of ordinary intercourse is a shade more profane and loose. 
We do not mean by this to assert that, even in the district spoken of, these unprofitable vices are in 
excess of what one often finds in the interior, for most observant men must have noticed that in 
small villages and country places there is, especially among young men, an affectation of profanity 
and its accompanying vulgarity which seems strained to a city-bred man, and at first astonishes 
him when heard from any but the vilest of men. To those who have been much among soldiers, 
sailors, and :fishermen, it i~ not at all surprising to hear bad l~,nguage frcm men who are so well 
known for their honest and upright conduct that they think that they can afford to be careless in 
respect to this, a point which, .however, impresses the stranger unfavorably. 
Hol\ms.-The dwellings of the :fishermen are generally neatly painted and comfortable; their 
families well dressed; and it is rare to see an exception to this rule, for the varied pursuits included 
in the list of labors by which a Long Island fisherman earns his living afford him a change from 
one which is temporarily dull to something better and find him employment of some kind the 
year around. When fishing is dull he turns his hand and boat to oystering, and if these are out 
of season the hard or soft clam offers him remunerative employment. 
12. THE OYSTERMEN OF MARYLAND. 
OYSTER DREDGERS.-There are two distinct classes of oystermen on the Chesapeake Bay, 
namely, dredgers, and scrapers or tongers. The business of oyster dredging is carried on by about 
5,600 daring and unscrupulous men, who regard neither God nor man. The characteristics a,nd 
habits of these men are discussed, in connection with the oyster fisheries of Maryland,'in Section III 
of this report. Mr. Edmonds there descri°bes them as among the most depraved bodies of workmen 
to be found in the coup.try. They are "gathered from jails, penitentiaries, workhouses, and the 
lowest and vilest dens of the city." 
OYSTER T0NGERS.-The oyster tongers or scrapers are, b~th socially and morally, somewhat 
superior to the scrapers, though, as a class, indolent and improvident. Mr. Edmonds, 'in the sec-
tion above referred to, also discusses the characteristics of this class of oystermen. The oyster 
laws of Maryland require every vessel and boat engaged in gathering oysters to be licensed. The 
amount received from tonging license must be paid by the clerk of the circuit court of the county 
~' to the school commissioners for the public schools of the respective counties where such license 
is issued; provided, the sum received from white tongers shall go to white schools, and the sum 
from colored tongers to the colored schools." • 
DREDGERS AND TONGER$ C0MPARED.-The two classes may thus be briefly contrasted: 
The oyster-dredge-fishermen of the Chesa,peake are almost entirely whites of the lowest order. 
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Tbe o:n~ter tongers are one-tbirtl negrocs, aud tlie othor two-tliirds white fisllermen, small farmers, 
and trncker . 
Tlit~ nnmb r of men in a crew of a dredp:er anrage~ eight; in tlie crew of a scraper, Ih>t more 
than tur-' . Tue total uumber of rneu emplo.-rc<l in dredging equals 5,600, and iu serapiug 5,148. 
The a\·erag r turus for a season for each dredger is $175; ·for each scraper, $~25. 
13. THE OYSTER-SHUCKERS OF MARYLAND. 
OYSTER snucrmr.s.-Tbere are nearly 10,000 persons emploJed in oyster-slmcking in l\f ary-
Iand, about two-thirds of the number being males, and the rest females. 1'beir aggregate annual 
eamiugs are about $800,000. About tllree-fourths of the men are 1:egroes, and they are, as a rule, 
steady workmen, wllile the whites are disposed to be idle and intemperate. Nearly all the females 
are employed in the steam oyster-houses of Baltimore. They are mostly white girls of foreign 
parentc1ge, and range in age from eighteen to twenty-firn years, the proportion of older ones, as of 
colored, being small. 
14. THE FISHERMEN OF FLORIDA. 
BY SILAS STEARNS. 
FISHERMEN OF KEY WEST.-The majority of the :fishermen of Key West are descendants 
of tbe Bahamians who have lived on the island for many years, or are quite recently from the 
Bahama Islands. 
The remainder are Cuban Spaniards, negroes from the West Indies, and the usual sprinkling 
of Irish, French, Germans, and Swedes, who are found everywhere in this country. 
There are some few :fishermen from the North Atlantic States, but they do not form so promi-
nent a class as the "Bahama Conch ," or the '' West Indian negroes." 
The Bahamians, both black and white, have been brought up on the water, and are probably 
the best boatmen and :fi hermen in tbis region. They kne,w no other professions than fishing, 
sponging, turtling, and wrecking; ~m<l it may be said to be an hereditary profession, since their 
fathers and forefathers followed the same profession and no o tbers. With the other classes or 
nationalities it i quite different. They are men who have been drifting about the world as sailors, 
and have been 1 ft here by ve sel of all the nations, and for the present have adopted the 
profc ion of fl b rmen. 
I can not learn of any di a ter happening to the Kc•y West :fi.shnmen, beyond an occasional 
wrecking of some mall vessel where no lives were lost. No smacks sailing out of this port have 
ever l>een lo t. 
The mann r in which the :fi bermen liYe on shore is plain, yet comfortable. The better class, 
or w ll-to-do fi h rmen, are the Bahamians and Americans who have families. They own small, 
comfortable hou in the city, and have all to eat and wear that other classes of people do. 
In society they occupy a good standing, and very often hold responsible and honorable offices 
in the local government. 
noth r cl . , con i ting'cbieily of young and unmarried men, who are dis ipated, and when 
a h r lead an nn rofitable and low life, are look d down upon with contempt and considered a 
public nui a c . The temperance r form bas don great good here, and i rapidly thinning out 
of all cla are " n rally ry ign raut, but few b ing able to write their 
uog people, having fair ch ol acl. rnntage , are, a a rule, quite intelligent, and 
can now tr n act th ·ir own bu ine as th ir f- thers nev r could. 
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FrsnERMEN OF CEDAR KEYS -~early all of the two hundred and sixty fishermen of this 
place are Americaus or of Arueri ·an l>frth. The majority of them are men _who have been engaged 
in tlle <liffereut l>rancbe~' of the fish 'ries on the Atlantic coast, in such places as Chesapeake Bay 
aud coast of tl.Je Carolina , a11d the balance arc natives or'West Florida, who have, in most cases, 
takcu up this bu iness quite recently. Taken as a class they are quite intelUgent, industrious, and 
quiek to adopt new methods that will tend to facilitate their work. 
Tl.le Spauish, Italian, and French creoles, wLo are generally lazy, ignorant, and inclined to 
keep up old styles of fishing, &c., and are. found in the majority at many of the other fishing 
con,munities west of Cedar Keys, are not often met with among the fishermen, and are not at all 
popular. 
FINANCIAL PROFITS OF FISHERMEN.-Although they work steadily aud well, the seasons fo1 
profitable fi::;hing are so short that they do oot gain more than a bare subsistence. 
There is great wear and tear to the nets also, one man often using up three or four nets in one 
season. When these nets, perhaps a new boat, and their household expenses are paid for there is 
little or notl1ing left to support them during the tim_e that fishing is not carried on. Some are 
fortunate enough to get other employment, or to be engaged in the turtle fi,shing, but many are 
not, and such ones get so deeply in debt to the storekeepers that the profits of the ensuing year 
are taken to pay them. Nearly a11 are in debt from various causes, with no prospect of ever get-
ting clear again. 
FISHING POPULATION OF APP.A.L.A.CHICOLA..-The fishing population of Appalachicola includes 
representations of nearly all the nations of the world, the .Americans and Spanish creoles being in 
the majority. Of the older men in this business here, some are Europeans who came in vessels 
when Appalacbicola enjoyed a large cotton trade; others are New Englanders, left by men-of-war at 
various times, and the rest are natives of the Southern States. Many of tbe young men are of that 
class of rovers found aboard all the merchant vessels of this country, who have drifted here in 
some unaccountable manner, to stay but a season or two and then to continue their wanderings. 
Those of the fishermen that are really inhabitants of the place are, as a rule, good citizens in 
every way. There are lmt few among them whose fathers had been in the fishing business before 
them, but the rising generation will probably adopt their parents' profession, perhaps more from 
necessity than choice. Their health is very good, in spite of the popular supposition that men 
engaged in sponge-fishing arc unhealthy. Sickness is a rare visitor, a touch of biliousness or slight 
attaek of '' chills and fever" oeiog the only forms. One captain told me that he had been here 
ten years, and believed there had not been over a dozen deaths of children from sickness in the 
whole time. In the fall a few cases of fever and ague occur. While on the water, in the bay, or 
on the "sponge reefs" a case of sickness is a very rare occurrence. They are not especially re-
markable for longevity, but many of the old men of seventy, eighty, and eighty-firn years of age 
arn still hale and hearty, and in some cases perform hard labor. With the women it is different. 
They marry young, and ~hen thirty-firn or forty -are broken down, and appear as though of twice 
that age. . Tiley very seldom live to be o,er sixty years of age, and the greater. number do not 
reach their fiftieth year. Nearly every married couple bas a large family of from four to twelve 
children. 'I heir dwellings are unusually good, being in most ca.ses houses that were built for men 
of wealth, when .Appalacbicola was in its prime; they are not kept up in their former good 
condition, yet make very comfortable habitations; and there being a small garden attached, are 
supplied with vegetables and fruits at little expense or trouble. Orange trees thrive well here, and 
nearly e,Tery yard has some of them. 
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Th food used by these people on shore is plain and offering little variety, consisting mainly 
of .fi h and oy ters. Fresh meat i's not much used, salt pork taking its place. While fishing 
the men generally lirn in better style, having all the best articles of food that can be bought at the 
tore . The rea on of this is, that all the provisions are advanced on credit, and the storekeepers, 
baving the ve el or boat, gear, and c~tch as security, are willing to advance more than to any one 
of the ordinary fl bermen with a family, who has only bis share of the catch wherewith to pay all of' 
the necessary household bills. 
The school .rstem is very poor, only the childreq of the richer people attending, the tuition 
and. outfit of books being too expensive for most of the poor. However, all the children receive 
ome education in various ways, learning to read, write, and figure a little. 
Of amusements there are but few, beyond an occasional gathering of old and young at some 
private house, where dancing and games are enjoyed, with refreshments at the end. 
It is a quiet and orderly place. Every one conducts himself in public in a manner that would. 
tand the severest scrutiny. Even the wild young men who, having "knocked about" over the 
_ world, are accustomed to all vices, here seem to be awed by the steadiness of others, and carry 
themselves accordingly. 
When any one commits an act which by the authorities of the town is considered di8graceful, 
or not in accordance with their ideas, they furnish him an old "bateau," and give him but a short 
time to choose the direction which he shall take. 
There are one or two bar rooms, where the old and middle-aged men obtain their "toddy" 
without comment from others, but if a, young man indulges too freely it will ne,er be forgotten 
or forgiven. Many of the population, comprising the Spanish, Italians, and French, are Roman 
• Catholics, provided with a priest and church, which they attend with their usual regularity. 
There are two or three Protestant churches, both white and colored, which are also well attended 
by old and young. It was said by a stranger, who was rather disgusted with the dullness of the 
place, that "because of having nothing else to do, the people went to church." The funeral of a 
young man took place since I have been here, and I must say that the men and boys turned f>Ut 
to attend in a manner that surprised me. 
I have not met a ft herman yet who can give me an exact statement of bis yearly earnings, for 
they are engaged in many kinds of work, and are idle part of the time. By putting several state-
ments together, I believe I have arrived at a reasonable estimate of the profits of an active fisher-
man for one year. Let ns suppose such a man is very fortunate mid bas work at all the fishing 
trades of the place in succession. First comes the sponge-fishing, beginning in March and ending 
in September, out of which, with good luck, a man may clear $200. He then is several weeks idle, 
when he join a crew fitted out for the fall mullet-fishing. .At this be works until the 1st of De-
cember, perhap , clearing 40 or $50. The season for shipping oysters has by that time arriYe·d, 
and a soon a he i back from mullet-fishing be is offered a chance on an oyster-boat. It is prob-
ably the la t of December b fore lie gets fully to work at oystering, which be follows until March, 
wh n th ponging-v sels again fit out. He will make on the oyster-boat about $75. 
Summing np the y ar' profit , it will be seen that this man makes $300 clear of his own 
exp n e , with which he clothes himself, and clothe and fe d bis family. 
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15. THE FISHERMEN OF MOBILE, ALABAMA. 
BY SILAS STEARNS. 
Mobile smack and oyster fishermen are as a class so mixed in nationality that there are hardly 
two individuals of the same general character. Among them one finds a majority of southern 
Europeans, while the minority are natives of .the United States and northern Europe. There are 
very few negroes in their number, and when such an one is employed it is as cook <;>n 'some small 
oyster-boat or bay fishing-boat. There are but few cases where the profession js hereditary, and 
in such cases the man is quite sure to be of Spanish, Italian, or Greek descent. The older men 
in the business are, as a general rule, of foreign birth, but the young and middle-aged ones are 
Americans. Their health is good, and they are a strong, hardy class of people; I think there is 
far less sickness among them than among the planters and laboring men on land, who are troubled 
. with all the forms of malarial diseases. 
Consumption has claimed many of the smack fishermen during the last four or five years, but 
whether the disease is brought on and aggravated by cold and exposure or by dissipation is hard 
to say. Rheumatism is a common affliction among the fishermen, and many of them are nearly 
helpless with it. The fishermen of this section, when not broken down by dissipation, live to a 
considerable age, retaining active mental and physical powers to the age of eighty or ninety yea-i'B. 
The women, marr_ying young and rearing large families, are worn out in early life and seldom live 
beyond their :fiftieth year. As the greater number of the fishermen have their homes in the city, 
they live in about the same manner as other laboring men and mechanics do . . Those who have 
enterprise enough to make a home are of the better-behaved class, and they live quite comfortably, 
though in summer, when not much fishing is done, the family have a hard time to obtain the neces-
saries of life. The majority of the fishermen do not marry at all, and spend their time ashore in 
carousing and in the '' lock-up." 
Very few have any education, and it rarely occurs that a fisherman is found who can read or 
write. Th~ir children, if their parents live in the city, have good school advantages, and will 
probably make a better class of citizens. Nearly all who profess any r-eligion are Catholics. 
It is impossible to learn the exact profits of active fishermen, but a close estimate can be made. 
Some months they make $40 or $50 and there are many months when they make nothing. Several 
intelligent men tell me that they average $1 per day above their own expenses of board throughout 
t.he yror, with which they clothe themselves and care for their families, if tbey have any. 
16. THE FISHERMEN OF NEW ORLEANS. 
BY SILAS STEARNS. 
The New Orleans fishermen and oystermen are nearly all descendants {If the Mediterranean 
coast fishermen and sailors, who came to this country years ago to engage in the fishing or fruit 
trade. 
Frenchmen, Spaniards, and Minorcans are probably in the majority, the balance being made 
up of Italians, Portuguese, Sicilianfl, Corsicans, Greeks, and there are even a good many Malayans 
in their numbers. In nearly nvery case the fathers and forefathers were fishermen or sailors, and 
these men follow in their footstepo as nearly as they can in a country so different from that of their 
ancestors. They even prese~ve the old style of rigging their boats-a style seen nowhere else in this 
country. 
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The old ancl middle-aged men, a a rale, are very ignorant of anything outside of thdr pro-
fr ion, and it i quite rare to find one who can read or write. The French are generally more in-
tellig 11t lrnn tbc otb r:s, ba-ving been longer in tllis countrJ', and seem to gain knowledge more 
readily tban foe pani h and Italian creoles. The Malayans are also noticeable for tbeir industry 
aud promptne in bu iness matters, and for their quickness to learn. 'Ibey all retain much of 
tlle super titiou nes of their ancestors, which often influences them to their loss. For irn:;tance, a 
party of cine fishermen go into the marsh-bayous at night for the purpose of seining out some 
good fish f ec<ling-ground. While they are in the act of hauling the seine, tbey see the suspended 
balls of light commonly called "jack-o'-lanterns," and which are often found in the swamps or 
mar hes wl.ien peculiar gases and state of atmosphere are farnrable, whereupon they become 
paralyzed with fear, and as soon as possible hasten from the spot, believing the lights to represent 
some e-dl being. When once frightened from a place in this way it is hard to entke them there 
again. The clouds, the sky, the wind, &c., have each their peculiar signification to them at times, 
aml tlley will run no ri k when the signs are unfavorable; not that there ca11 be any great risk of 
their lh·es, but they seem to fear invisible objects, or that, if the signs are this way or that, they 
are sure to catch no fish, and therefore do not try. 
Nearly all these people are devout Catholics, and attend the serYices of their church as regu-
larly aud promptly as any class of people. 
On their bouts or at fishing-camps they liYe quite comfortably, but in rather a peculiar 
way in comparison with other .American fishermen. There seems to be no regular time for any-
thing, either work or recreation. 
They work part of the niglit and sleep a part of tbe <lay, an<l. have their meals thrown in at 
any and all times. TLe usu:tl plan is to have a lunch at daylight-that is, coffee, bread, and fish-
and the work on band is attended to until about 10 o'clock, when a hearty breakfast is prepared 
and eaten, after which they sleep until about 4 o'clock in the afternoon, when dinner is served. 
From dinner-time until midnight, or after, considerable work is done; then come a lunch and 
more sleep. ·while at home they Ji'·rn in much the ~ame style, eYen if working in the markets. 
Taken as a cla , tlle e p ople ar hardy and strong, seldom having sickness of any kind; even 
the contagious forms of lis a, e wlli h are so prevalent here in summer are unfeared by them. The 
men live to a 011 ·iderabl age, and retain their activity to a rc•markable degree. But, as is the 
case in most warm climat , tlle women bere have comparatively short lives. They generally 
marry at fifteen or ixtc n year of age, and, having perhap reared large families, are worn-out 
"' old women at th age of i rty-firn or fifty year . 
17. THE FISHERMEN OF THE COAST OF TEXAS. 
BY SILAS STEARNS. 
Th fl h rm n of the T xa c a tare of much tbe ame class as those of the Louisiana coast, 
though th r e m to e more of Spani h descent than at the latter place. These Spaniards and 
fr m 1 xi o and r pre n t t be wandering et of fl ·hermen to be found in cwry 
at rlean , the I <lit rr n an countrie are well repre entcd. 
ut ~ w negr north-
1 am d it i vid nt tlrnt th fi h rm n of tln · coat are \·cry imi1ar 
t .. w Orl an a d vic:initr, and tll r fore it will bardly be neccs nry to repeat what 
b already e n i . It i robable th t the Loni ·i na fl b rm n are better off financially, and 
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live more comfortably than tho e of this coast, yet there seems no good rea.son why this should l>e 
so, for :fi hare more abundant in Texas, an<l bring as good prices. The majority of these men are 
married and ba·-rn tll ir homes in the cities or towns near where they sell their catch. 
18. THE AMERICAN FISHERMEN OF CALIFORNIA. 
The number of_Americans engaged in fishing on the coast of California is exceedingly limited, 
as Prof. Jordan points out in his discussion of the history of the :fisheries of this State. The principal 
fishing towns, San Buenaventura, San Diego, and Wilmington, have grown up entirely within the 
last twenty years. The Americans introduced the eastern system to some extent, but the more 
frugal habits of the Chinese and Italians, who enter the field as their rivals, have enabled them to 
occupy the field to th_e exclusion of the formu, who prefer to turn their attention to more lu-
crative industries. As is elsewhere pointed out, the markets in this region are very poor, and 
there is but little encouragement for enterprising men to engage in the fisheries. The fishing of 
Americans has been, for the most part, confined to seal hunting, shark fishing, whale :fishing, 
trolling. in the barracuda season, and similar fodustries which promise greater returns than ordi-
nary fishing. The first house in San Buenaventura was built in 1860, and in 1870 its houses were 
nearly all of adobe. The first house about San Diego was built about 1868, while Wilmington 
arose about 1870. The growth of these coast towns was rapid for a few years. About 1875 it 
became feverish, and each of the towns went through a ,~ real estate period." Speculation was 
universal, and hundreds of people came to eacll town hoping to make. their fortunes. rrices 
were high, and in every department of work about fifteen men were engaged where there is now 
one. Then came a relapse and a collapse with harder times; there was less speculation and less 
demand for it. The whale :fisheries declined; there were fewer mouths to feed and less cash to 
buy food, and the fishermen left tb_e region. 
19. THE ITALIAN FISHERMEN ON THE PACIFIC COAST. 
FROM NOTES BY DAVID S. JORDAN. 
In the shore :fisheries of the Pacific coast there are engaged three hundred and three Italian 
:fisllermeu. 
SAN DIEGO CoUN'.l'Y, C.ALIF0RNI.A..-In San Diego County, where formerly_there was a con- , 
si<lerable number of Italians engaged in fishing, there are now none, they having been starnd out 
by the Cliinesc, who furnished fish to the local market of San Diego at such low rates as to render. 
competition on the part of the Italians impossible. It is not more than ten years ago that the 
Italian fishermen had the entire business at this place in their own hands. When· they left they 
trarnled in a northerly-direction. 
Los ANGELES COUNTY, CA.LIFORNI.A..-In Los Angeles County, at Wilmington, there are 
eight Italian fishermen. They fish in two boats. These boats are not provided with live-boxes; 
the fish are therefore thrown in a heap on the forward part of the deck. 
VENTURA AND SANTA BA.RB.ARA. COUNTIES, CALIFORNI.A.-rhere is only one professional 
Italian .fisherman in Ventura County, at San Buenaventura. He has a small lateen-rigged boat. 
He uses two seines, each 240 feet by 10 feet, and one gill-net. His fish he peddles about the town 
at G cents per pound. An Italian shoemaker buys up the catches of some Chinese and Californians 
and peddles them through the town and among the Ventura Valley farmers, who give vegetables 
in exchange. 
The fishermeu in Santa Barbara County are chiefly Genoese, who speak English, French, and 
• 
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Danish. Th y nearly all came here from San Francisco about eight years ago. Most of them are 
Roman Catholic , and, as a rule, are a simple, hearty, honest class of people. They, live in 
rea onable comfort; better than the same class in Italy. Many of them have families, and they 
are qui t, fodustrious, order-loving citizens. Their profits are small, nor could they be increased 
much hy catching more :fish. Their children are generally bright and active. Many of them 
peak English and Spanish well, besides French and Italian. The first Italian fisherman who 
came there, Francesco Cavagleri, arrived in 1835. He ma<le money by supplying a Spanish family 
of wealth with :fish. The Italians with their lateen-rigge<l vessels came to San Francisco in 1848, 
an<i spread southward. The winter storms were too severe, and there were no wharves from 
which they could :fish, so they left, and the Italians_ now there, :five in number, have none of them 
been residents more tllan eight years. Their profits are small, and have been since the flush times 
of 1874-'76. 
l\1oNTEREY COUNTY, C.A.LIFORNI.A..-Tbe Italians living and fishing in Monterey County are 
cou picuous in their costume, which consists of black and white checked shirts, red flannel under-
sLirts, gray trousers, black felt hats, golden ear-rings, and high rubber boots. On clear days a 
large Italian flag waves from their principal house inscribed, '' Roma, la capitale d' Italia." Two 
or three of the nine Italians composing this company at Monterey are married. This company 
carue from San Francisco and settled here in 1873. Georgio Vignosi, the captain, says that some 
sorts of .fl. h, especially the flounders, lla,e diminished in number, and that the bay has been over-
fl hed. They manage to make a profit, on an average, of from $5 to $1_0 apiece per week. As 
will be seen by comparison, they make more than the Italian fishermen in San Francisco. They 
ham five sail boats, averaging three-f~mrths of a ton, and of the usual pattern. One is lateen-
rigged, the others sloop-rigged. Besides these, they own three skiffs. They own two hundred 
pieces of seine, each 240 feet long; some fine-meshed, for the capture of smelt, and some coarse-
meshed for taking salmun. Th y own, in addition, twenty gilh1ets, each from 240 to 250 feet long, 
and forty bunches of set-line . 
S.A.NTA CRUZ COUNTY, CALIF Ri: I.A..-In Santa Cruz, Santa Cruz County, there are fourteen 
fi herrnen from Italy. They live in the southern part of the city in detached houses, not forming 
a fi 'herman' quart r. They la h th ir boats, when not in use after hoisting them, to the docks; 
they do but little fislling in winter, c pt at certain fayorable times, on account of rough weather. 
At Soquel are three ltal~an . These own four boat . They ship to San Francisco, and make 
gr ater profits than are made el ewhere on the coast. 
SAN FR.A.N0rsco COUNTY, O.A.LIFORNIA.-First in importance as the abode of Italian fishermen 
on th California coa t come an Francisco County. In the city of San Francisco there are prob-
ably not le than ..,20 r gular .fl. ,11 rm n. About 70 boats are in use here. In 187G the" paranzelle;' 
wa introduced, a lr g-net of common use in the Mediterranean Sea. 
Th :fl 'hermeu of other nationalities threatened to burn up these nets and the boats used 
wh nth y w r fir t mploy d. an Franci co is the only place in this country where this style 
f fi ·bing ha n introdu ed. Th re "\tere formerly two ri al companies who used these nets; th,\y 
h, ve now c n · lid t and <livid the profits equally. Each company ha three boats and employ· 
f h m i u tantly engaged in · elling ft h in the market. The stock is ownecl 
an t r a at, ~ ·. profit are paid fir t the entire exp ns , including pro vi ion 
of m n, w ar of he oat and n t , &c. The remaind r i divicl d into hare , one share t 
•, .h ho t on to ac act al fi. b rman an ne-half bare to a b n tactually in u e. In the 
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two compaui s, th re being ix boats, two nets, and 25 men, the whole is divided into thirty-two 
share . The captain om •tjme r ceives one and one-fourth shares. 
MARIN A.ND rn LD'.l.' COUNTIES, C.A.LIFORNI.A..-In Marin County there are three points at 
which Italian fl ·bermen may be found: Point Reyes, where are 2 Italians using one boat; at 
Marshall' , where 20 Italian fi hermen live, using six boats; and on the west side of Tomales Bay, 
oppo ite Ilamlet, where there are thr~e companies of fishermen, chiefly Italians, 12 men in all, 
using six boats. · They ship their fish to Sau Francisco. The _total number of Italian fishermen iri 
this county is 34. 
About Eureka, Humboldt County, there are 3 Italian :fishermen. At certain seasons some of. 
those engaged in Salmon fishing on the Columbia River, Oregon,_ come down here for a short time 
and join in the fishing. 
,v A.SHINGT0N TERRIT"0RY .AND OREGON.-ln Washington Territory there are 9 Italian fisher-
men: 3 at Port Madison, 3 at Utsaladdy, and 3 at Port Townsend, fishing with boat for balibut 
and dogfish, which they ship to San Francisco or Portland, or else sell in their own town. 
In addition to the numbers of It1li tn .fi-shermen above enumerated and distributed, there are 
· 800 Italians engaged in the Columbia River salmon fisheries, and 400 more in other salmon fisheries, 
including those of Sacramento River in which 345 Italian fishermen are employed. 
These figures give a grand total of 1,513 Italian fishermen in all the regions above discussed. 
20. THE PORTUGUESE FISHERMEN ON THE PACIFIC COAST. 
THE CAUSES OF IMMIGR.ATION.-The presence of the Portuguese .fishermen in California and 
New England is explained by Sir C. Wyville Thomson, who, in his" Voyage of the Challenger,"* 
pointed out the cause of the extensive emigrations of the Portuguese from th_e Azores shortly after 
1853: 
"Formerly Pico was the vineyard of the Azores. Previous to the year 1853, 20,000 to 30,000 
pipes [from 3,000,000 to 4,500,000 gallons] were exported from the island of a dry, rather high-
flavored wine, which commanded a fair price in the markets of Europe under the name 'Pico 
madeira.' In 1853 the wretched Oidium Tuclceri devastated the vineyards and reduced the popu-
lation of the island, who depended mainly on their wine production for their subsistence, to extreme 
misery. Nothing would stop the ravages of the fungus. In successiye years the crop was reduced 
to one-fourth, one-eighth, one-tenth, and then entirely ceased, and the· inhabitants emigrated ip. 
great numbers to Brazil and California. Some few attempts have been made to restore the vines, 
but up to the present time there is practically no manufacture of wine in the Azores.'' 
Doubtless many of the emigrants also settled in New England, especially the sea-faring portion, 
where they could have every opportunity of plying their vocation, and their success is referred to 
in the article on the Portuguese fishermen of New England, while the agricultural portion settled 
in Brazil and Californfa, countries in every reE-lpect suited to their tastes. 
THE AZORE.ANS AT II0ME.-The Portuguese, judging from the allusions to some of their pecu-
liarities made by the same author in vol. 2, chap. 1, pp. 45-49, are at home an industrious, unso-
phisticated, merry, and extremely religious people. 
"Their industry and simplicity of life are evinced by the neat appearance wbich pervaded 
their 'steadings' and their primitive method of thrashing wheat, which is briefly as follows: The 
wheat is spread on a baked-clay floor, and two sledges, drawn by a pair of oxen apiece, go round 
and round 'treading out the corn.' The operation is accompanied by violent good-natured exertions 
* Voyage of the Challenger, vol. ii, chap. 1, p. 29. 
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on the part of the drivers urging the oxen to do their duty, and by a steady r~sistance on the part 
of the animal , which, being unmuzzled, find it more attractive to snuffle among the straw for 
()'rains of wl!eat. The ledges are frequently weighed down l>y a mother or aunt holding a laugh-
ing, black-eyed babe." 
The high esteem in which they hold religious obserrnnces is gathered from the following par-
agraph taken from pp. 48-50 of the same work: 
"In one of the churches of the town* there is an image of our Saviour, which is regarded with 
extreme devotion. The inhabitants, in cases of difficulty or danger, bring it rich offerings, and 
the wealtll of the image in jmrnls was variously stated to us at from £1,000 to £100,000, in propor-
tion to the faith an<l piet.y of our informants. There had been great want of rain in the island for 
some months past, and it had been determined to take a step which is only taken in extreme cases-
to parade the image round town in solemn procession. * * * The square and streets below us 
were, for hours before, one 15ea of carapngas and capotes, male and female, but chiefly the latter, 
their wearers sitting on the hot pa·rnment, chattering quietly. About 5 o'clock a large number of 
acolytes in scarlet tunics left the church and formed a double row, lining the streets in the path of 
the procession. Then came a long double row of priests in violet chasubles and stoles, repeating 
the responses to a portly brother, who led the column, intoning from his breviary. Then a double 
row of priests in white, and then a group of the higher clergy in cloth of gold and richly' appareled' 
Yestments, preceding the image, which was carried aloft under a crimson canopy. The image was 
certainly not.a high work of art, but it seemed to be loaded with valuable ornaments. Behind the 
canopy walked the civil governor (Count de Praya de Victoria), the military governor, and some 
of the high State functionaries, and the procession was closed by a column of monks. As the 
image approached, the people knelt everywhere within sight of it, and remained kneeling until it 
was past." 
A favorite way of spending the hour of recess from work at noon is thus portrayed: 
"Within the house, whither most of our party had retreated from the roasting sun, the .first 
large entrance-room was en cum bere<l with the beautiful ripe cars of maize, of all c3lors, from the 
purest silv-ery white to <leep orange and red. It was high noon, however, and a lot of bright-eyed 
girl , who had been husking the maize, had knocked off work; and on the arrival of the strangers 
alacl brought out a guitar, an~ tll y got up a <lance, ,eQ~ ._,imple and merry, and perfectly decorous.'' 
The general appearance of the pea ant of the .Azores is described briefly as follows: "The 
men are g nerally goocl-lookiug, with spare, lithe, bronzed figures, <.lark eyes, and wide, laughing 
mouth , with fine wbil t th. The omen in tbe Azores are u ually inferior to the men in 
app ar nc , but at thi ' farm t ome of tlJ.e girls were -very good-looking also, with clear complex-
ion , and more of a pauish than a Portuguc e type." 
Their dre s i v ry peculiar. ' The girl , as oon as they can afford it, purchase, if they have 
not already inherit <l, a long, full l)lu cloth cloak, coming down to the heels, and terminating in an 
normou hood, whi ·h project , wb n it i pulled forward, a foot at least before the face. The 
cloak and hood are tbu · a com lete di gui , for if the lower part of the hood be held together by 
tlle h nd-a rv c n,m n attitud , whil' the eyes can be u ed with perfect freedom-both figure 
and face are entil ·1 ' hi tl ·n. Th e clo, k and hood are v ry heavy and clos , aud it eems 
trange th t uch fa ·l.ti n ·au lwl<l its gr and r.h re the conditions are very similar to tlio e in 
the f pain or Italy. The head-dre · of the men i ingular, but it ha a more 
rati al o mad of dark blue cloth, a round cap 
t In th hou c1anc , jn t allu led to, took pl:lc . 
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with a long projecting peak, nd a deep curtain falling over the neck and shoulders,. an excellent 
defense, wheth r from rain or sun. The odd thing about it is that where the hat is made in the 
extreme of a by-gone , mode,' which still lingers in the remote parts of the :island, the sides_ of the 
peak are carri d up on each side of the head into long curved points, like horns. The horns are 
'going out,' however, although a general festa,* such as we were fortunate enough to see, still 
brought many grotesque pairs of them into the city." 
These strange forms of dress have, of course, been abandoned with their emigration, and the 
Californian Portuguese fishermen of the present day, whose places of settlement on the Pacific 
coast are here mentioned, resemble in appe~ranee, so far as dress is concerned, the :fishermen of any 
other nationality. 
PORTUGUESE FISHERMEN AND WHALEMEN OF CALIF0RNIA.-In San Diego County there is 
but one Portuguese :fisherman, as is also the· case in Los Angeles, the county immediately adjoining. 
In this county, at Portuguese Land, north of Wilmington, formerly existed a whaling fishery, but 
it was abandoned four or fl ve years ago. The difficulty of obtaining fresh water was the chief cause 
of the removal of this company. 
In Santa Barbara County the same number of Portuguese as recorded for San Diego and Los 
Angeles Counties is not exceeded. 
In San Luis Obispo County there are forty-four Portuguese :fishermen; one of these, at Port 
Harford, fishes at the mouth of San Luis Creek, using a seine of 1-inch mesh, 300 by 16 feet, now 
worth $25, when new, $75. He sends his fish twice a week, in wagons or by train, to San Luis 
Obispo, where he sells them at 6 cents per pound. The fish which are not shipped he · salts and 
exchanges with the farmers for produce. In this way he exchanges about 100 pounds per week. 
The amount salted in summer is greater than that salted in the winter. 
Three miles north of this point, on Pecho Rancho, there are two more Portuguese, who spend 
their time in fishing and hunting for abalones; and five miles still farther north are two more Por-
tuguese :fishermen. These last ship to San Luis market, salting what they do not ship. 
In summer three of the whalers are engaged in fishing for the Sau Luis market, salting the 
surrlus. They '' still-fish" and troll in the-San Luis Bay. 
There are two companies of whalers in San Luis Obispo County-one at San Simeon, which is 
commanded by Captain Clark, and the other at Whalers' Point, about half a mile north of the 
landing at Port Harford, commanded by Captain Marshall. 
The company at San Simeon consists of twenty men, all Portuguese but one, and most of them 
from the Azore Islands. They are hired by Captain Clark, who owns the entire outfit. This camp 
has existed for sixteen years past. 
The camp located at Whaler's Point consists of twenty-one men, all but one of whom are Por-
tp.guese from the Azores. This company was established in 1868 or 1869. 
The men at both camps . are discharged in summer and a new set hired .in the fall. Some of 
the men, when discharged, engage themselves in fishing for the San Luis market. 
The outfits, &c., of these whaling companies are discussed in another section of this report. 
In Monterey County there are forty-seven Portuguese fishermen, distributed as follows: At 
Monterey there are six, divided into two companies, between whom considerable rivalry exists. 
They use set-lines, and consequently catch little eJse but red rock.fish. Some of these Portuguese 
have been there since about 1860, others having joined from time to time. They own five boats 
and three skiffs. They supply the hotels in Monterey and ship the rest to San Francisco. The 
~ The religious procession already described. 
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ruling price i 6 cents per pound. When the whaling season is over, the whalemen join in th~ 
work of upplying the local :markets. 
Ther i · one Portugue eat Moss Landing, Castroville. In this county are two whaling com-
panie ·-one at Carmelo, consisting of seventeen men, all Portuguese, commanded by Captain 
Mariano. They have two boats, and during the past year took one finback, three humpback, and 
three gray whales. Last year this company was at Point Sur, farther south in Monterey County. 
During a great portion of the winter the sea runs so high that the men dare not go out. 
Tbe Monterey whaling ~ompany consists of twenty-three men, all Portuguese, and all but one 
from the .Azores. Their commander is Captain Verissiµio. This company has been in Monterey 
since 1855. They own three boats of New Bedford make, and during the past year they have taken 
fourteen whales and two basking sharks. 
In San Mateo County there is one Portuguese, residing at Pescadero. He owns a gill-net which 
he ,ets at the mouth of Pescadero Creek, catching the salmon as they run up to spawn. He sells bis 
fish in Pescadero, and finds the market so small that, although without family, he makes but a 
poor living. 
In San Francisco there are twenty Portuguese engaged in the shore fisheries. Details of their 
habits and mode of living will be found in another paragraph below. 
There are also thirteen Portuguese engaged in the San Francisco cod fleet, and forty more in 
the San Francisco off-shore whale fleet. 
PORTUGUESE IN WASHINGTON TERRI'l'ORY AND OREGON.-ln Washington Territory there 
are probably not more than three Portuguese, who, at Gig Harbor, are occupied in catching 
dogfish. 
On the Columbia River, engaged in the salmon fishery, there are about one hundred Portuguese. 
21. THE SPANISH FISHERMEN ON THE PACIFIC COAST. 
SPANISH FISHERMEN IN CALIFORNIA.-There are now but few fishermen of Spanish descent 
in California, though occasionally they may be found among the mixed fishing population of the 
larger places. 
"About one hundred years ago," writes Jordan, "the various missions of California were 
founded. Later the country became the abode of Spanish grandees, who became the owners of 
large tracts of laud, depending chiefly for sub istence on their herds of cattle, and paying but 
little attention to fl hing. Their <le cen<lant and successors, the 4 Californians,' men, for the 
mo t part, of mix d Spanish and Indian blood, fi 'hed and still fish only with hook and line. To 
the pr nt d y th y compo the larger portion of those who sit on the wharves in the sun catch-
ing culpin , but th y own no boat and are not truly fi hermen." 
Th r ar at pr en n t more than twenty Spaniards on the Pacific coast who can properly 
b term d fi h rm n. Four of this number are in Santa Cruz County, fifteen in San Francisco 
oun ', and n in Marin C unty. 
The 'p niard · f anta ruz County have in use two boats. They live in the southern part 
f ant· 'ruz 'it , and fi, h for rockfi h, ea a , and barracuda. Little fi hing js clone. by them 
r tb • Itali n fl. ·b •rm• , their neighbor , in th winter n account of the rough eas which at that 
en · unt ·r d in th fl b ri ·. 
ity nothing can be tated a to their peculiarities 
f lifi . f all J · reet, about the Vall Jo street wharf~ with fi ·hermen 
of v ral h r ation liti . are pl y in fl bing with the drag-net . 
• 
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At Smith's ranch, near the head of Drake'_s Bay, Marin County, is one Spaniard who, together 
with two Italians and one Austrian, is engaged in seine and gill-net fishing. The joint catch of 
these four fishermen will probably equal 50,000 pounds per annum. They send their fish every 
mornino- to Marshall's from which place these men came to Drake's Bay, and whither they will 
b ' . 
return as soou as the fishing in Tomale's Bay improves. They catch chiefly "smelt." 
,,,. 
22. THE GREEK FISHERMEN ON THE PACIFIC C_OAST. 
There are in all fifty-five Greeks employed as fishermen on the Pacific coast of the United 
States. 
Fifty of them live in San Francisco, where, with fishermen of many races, they fish with the 
drag-net. 
At Seattle, Washington Territory, there is a company of three Greeks, who fish with seines 
along the shore, obtaining young salmon, :flounders, &c., which are sold . in a stall in the town. 
During the salmon season these Greeks, go to the Columbia River to engage in the salmon fishery. 
The other two Greeks have settled at _Port Madison, Washington Territory. 
23. THE AUSTRIAN FISHERMEN ON THE PACIFIC COAST. 
In Marin County, California, there is one Austrian engaged in fishing with one Spaniard a1:1d 
two Italians at the head of Drake's Bay. 
There are eleven Austrians engaged in fishing in Washington Territory. Three are at New 
Tacoma. ~I1hey either salt their fish or ship them fresh to Portland. 
At Seattle there are five Austrians who fish with hook and line in the deeper waters of the 
bay, obtaining halibut, black bass, horse-mackerel, merluch, pollock, tomcod, &c. The remaining; 
three fish at Port Madison, Washington Territory. · 
24. FRENCH FISHERMEN ON THE PACIFIC COAST. 
In Los Angeles County, California, at Wilmington, there are 6 Frenchmen, who combine 
hook-and-line fishing with the gathering of abalones. They own two boats, the ~ild Region and 
the Josephine, which average about three-fourths of a ton each. 
In San Francisco County there are 15 -Frenchmen. The remark made concerning the Portu-
guese in San Francisco will equally apply to the French fishermen of that city. 
There are 2 or 3 Frenchmen employed in collecting frogs in Marin, San Mateo, and Kern 
Counties. These frogs they sell at from $1.75 to $4 per dozen. 
In Washington Territory, at Port Madison, there is one Frenchman engaged in fishing. The 
principal fish sought at that point are percli and :flounders, which are dried by the Chinese and 
Indians. Probably this French :fisherman joins them in their work. 
On the Columbia River, Oregon, engaged in the salmon fishery, there are 200 French~en, and 
on the Sacramento and other salmon rivers there are about 50 more Frenchmen. 
25: . SOUTHERN EUROPEAN FISHERMEN OF SAN FRANCISCO. 
A writer in the San Francisco Bulletin in May or June, 1875, thus described· the European 
:fishermen of that city : 
" T~eir dark faces and sanguinary shirts, their hoarse voices, and, t1ibove all, their picturesque 
lateen sails have a decided flavor in them of foreign waters... In fact, almost to a man, at some time 
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they have ailed or fi bed upon the Mediterranean. _ They are mostly Italians, but among them 
are Portugue , Slavonian,, Greeks, and Austrians. They all understand and can converse in 
Italian. Although many of them belong to benevolent societies pertaining to their different races, 
they are an bound together in what might be called the Fishermen's Union. It is a protective 
a o iation. Each boat ha certain rights and privileges not to be infringed upon by others. Each 
man contributes toward a common fund for the purpose of protecting the :fishermen's interests, and 
to aid the families of deceased members. The association has regular attorneys, who are supposed 
to look after its interests. They have a place of meeting at No. 32 Olay street, called the Fisher-
men' Hou e. Here is a cheap restaurant, where the single fishermen hoard, an indispensable bar, 
card tables, a billiard table, and a few beds. When anything unusual occurs among them they 
a emble here and hold a grand pow-pow. 
'' There are about two hundred boats and nearly 1,000 men engaged in the business. The 
great number of their boats now lie in a slip near the Front-street wharf, their old place at the foot 
of Olay street having been recently improved for a steamer landing. Each boat pays $1 per we(fi{ 
for wharfage. -Their present quarters satisfies them very _well now, but they are fearful that the 
winter northers sweeping in from the Golden Gate will destroy their boats. Their attorneys are 
encleavoriug to have their quarters improved. Many of the fishermen are married and have fam-
ilies here, but the majority are single men, who intend some time to i:eturn to their native country, 
of c9ur~e, rich. The married men live on Telegraph Hill, in houses perched like gulls' nests on the 
heights above the water. The houses, though small, are kept very neat. The fishermen's wives 
are usually bright-eyed, little Italian women, but some have become c9smopolitan in their tastes 
and taken to wife whatever offered itself. The boats, as a general thing, make one :fishing trip per 
day, and the profits per boat are from $10 to $30, and even $100 is sometimes realized from a 
single trip. 
'' About forty boats are engaged in :fishing without the bay, and go as far as the Farallone 
Islands. The e boats, of course, make longer trips, and the receipts per trip, if not the profits per 
day, are greater. The boat which :fi h in the bay use the seine almost exclusively, but outside it 
is used but little, the hook taking its place. The men are very reckless, and their lateen sails are 
often seen beating again ta wind when our pleasure yachts are glad to find a harbor. It is not 
infrequently tba~ one of the e boat sail out early in the morning and never returns nor is heard 
frorri again. Th y are a very indu trious people, and some of them are at work at all hours of the 
day and night. Some put out in the mall hours of the morning and return at night; others put 
out in tb ev uing and r turn when the sun is well up. Sundays they mend their nets and rig 
their boat . Tb ar n arly all nominally Oatholics, but their religion does not interfere with 
cular duti in th . 1 a t. If you wish to see the whole set forget their English in an instant and 
appear a in cruta 1 a the phinx, go among them as a missionary and inquire as to their spiritual 
ndition. Th y make con id rable money and live well. Macaroni, they find, is not an all-suffi-
i nt in tbi Jim t and they take very kindly to pork and beef. As i usually the .case with 
fi ·h rm n th · he c r at nt mpt for fl. h and never eat it when anything better is to be had. 
r a d al ft bacco, chewing and rooking, and a great deal of liquor. 
" h · ar the 11 i ·t con umer of our California wine , although on extra occasions they 
in ulg in im rt d ar icl . In pite f hi liberal u e of wine and whi ky, one rarely sees a 
drunk, r r , noi y man am ng th m. r und he do k an upon the water they have a bu ine -
ir n 1 : y u li tl , th fl. h rmen hon th y appear v ry different. At the latt r 
, h ~ , r n lrunk. w f th m, x pt the ma ter of the larg r 
are r gi t red, and, accotdiog to 
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our maritime law , it i necessary that the masters should be naturalized when not native citizens. 
A few years ago, before own •r of boat thought well enough of the country to adopt it as their 
own, rather than be naturalized they would hire some lazy Yankee or Irishman to cruise with them 
as 'master.' They paid as high a, 100 per month, and all that was required of the figure-bead 
was to keep out of the way and furnish his own whisky. But times have changed. They bave 
found that California is not such a bad place after all, and the supply of real masters is now equal 
to the demand." 
26. THE CHINESE FISHERMEN OF THE PACIFIC COAST. 
FROM NOTES BY DAVID S. JORDAN. 
On the Pacific coast of the United States, and on the banks of rivers on which salmon can-
neries are established, there are about 4000 Chinamen engaged in catching fish, or in fish-dry-
ing and fish-canning. Of this number about 463 Chinamen are living in the maritime counties of 
California and Washington Territory, while the remainder are engaged in the salmon canneries, 
probably not less than 3000 b~ing employed on the Columbia River, Oregon, and about 600 on the 
Sacramento and other salmon rivers. 
SAN DIEGO COUNTY, CALIFORNI.A..-In San Diego County, California, are thirty-seven Chinese. 
They settled there about the year 1870, and __ by the use of very fine-meshed seines have driven out the 
Italians who were there at the time of their advent. They are divided into eight companies, which 
are scattered along the coast be~ween San Diego and Cerros Islands. At San Diego all the :fisher-
men, excepting four Americans and thei; employes, are Chinamen. Upon their arrival they went 
to work at catching fish, which they salted and dried; these they shipped to China, their .methods 
of :fishing being probably the same as those now in use in China. They seek especially sheltered 
bays, which they s'Yeep clean with their seines, usually commencing operations in the early part 
of the night. Some of the Chinamen live entirely on their boats, visiting their houses on land per-
haps once a month. The upsetting of their junks* is a matter of frequent occurrence, the result 
usually being a reduction in the number of that particular colony to which the junk belonged, 
The Chinese take risks in stormy weather which no white man in this region would dream of taking. 
The two colonies here were established with a special view to :fishing-one at Roseville in· 1875, 
and the other in the town of San Diego about 1870. The latter consists of about a dozen houses, 
arranged in two rows, nearly at right angles to each other, while in close proximity are stagnant 
pools, stands for drying fish, outhouses and piles of rotten fish, and all manner of abominations full 
of crawling maggots, all of' which tend to give the colony an extremely unsavory odor. The head 
man of the colony furnishes the greater part of the fishing capital, and the :fishermen repay him 
out of the proceeds of their catches. The ?hinese of these two colonies use seines, imported from 
China, about .300 by 10 feet, with a 1-inch mesh. When new these are worth about $100. A.long 
the coast of this county are gathered, principally by the Chinese, about 700 tons of abalones. 
North of Cerros Island the Chinamen have stripped the whole coast of this shell. Until lately the 
Mexican Government paid no attention to the depredations of the Chinamen, but now a license 
of $60 for each boat is charged upon all coming from the United States in _search of abalones, and 
to collect that tax a Mexican consulate has been established at San Diego. The . origin of the 
abalone business was as follows: The Chinese in Ohina dry the flesh of Haliotis (or some other 
related genus), an~, finding that animal in California, they commenced the same industry there 
about the year 1873. Later, white men began to gather up the shells thrown away by the China-
men, and the use of them for ornaments soon created a demand for them. Thereupon the China-
• This colony in 1881 owned four large junks, besides three smaller boats. 
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m n ved th h 11 , ancl for three years or so the abalone-shell business has been very exteusive. 
Br th xc ive working of this industry the abalones have been nearly exterminated in a.11 a.cces-
ible pla e , and American dealer now ship Chinamen to the neighborin~ islands difficult of 
acce , receiving in return the shells, the Chine.se retaining the meat. 
1 
Los ANGELES .A.ND VENTUR.A. CoUN1'IES, C.A.LIFORNI.A..-In Los Angeles County are about 
30 Cbinamen, all of whom are engaged in collecting abalones. They ship to San Francisco 
anmr1lly about 150 tous of shells. 
In Ventura County, at Point Magie, 9 miles south of Hueneme, is a colony of 6 Chinamen. 
They 5ettled there in 1877. Two of this number were recently drowned by the upsetting of a 
junk. 
At San Buenaventura there are a few Chinese engaged in fishing from the wharves. 
SANT.A. BARBAR.A. COUNTY, C.A.LIFORNI.A..-There are about 25 Chinamen in Santa Barbara 
County engaged in fishing. At Goleta there is a party of 3 employed in fishing with the seine. 
Many colonies of Chinamen are transported to the neighboring islands in the schooner Surprise, 
belonging to Rogers Brothers, for the purpose of collecting abalones, the meat from which they 
salt, dry, and ship to China, paying for their transportation to and from the islands with shells. 
On the Santa Cruz Islands as great a quantity as 50,000 pounds of fish have · been caught in a 
season by China.men. 
SAN Lum OBISPO COUNTY, C.A.LIFORNI.A..-At Port Harford, San Luis Obispo County, there 
is a colony of 8 Chinamen, 6 men and 2 women, and at San Simeon and other places there are 
50 Chinamen engaged in collecting abalones, the shell~ of which they ship to San Francisco, 
retaining the meat for shipment as food. 
MONTEREY COUNTY, C.A.LIF0RNI.A..-There are two extensive colonies in Monterey County, 
one at Pescadero, the other at Punta Alones. The colony at the former place, whic~ is in the 
northwest corner of Carmelo Bay, was established in 1868, and is composed of 40 persons, living 
in eight houses. A considerable proportion of these are fishermen. The others attend to house-
work and to drying and preparing the fish. They use boats built by themselves, obtaining at 
Soquel anchovies for bait. 
Spaniards, who never fish, are hired to cart the fish from the boats to the drying shores and, 
agaiu, when dry and prepared, to the point of shipmeut. 
The colony a.t Punta Alone , which is a mile and a half west of Monterey, settled there in 
1864 and consists of 25 fl. bermen. This is a somewhat larger colony than the one at Pescadero. 
Some of the women h re go fi bing with the men. Others stay at home antl dress the fish, which 
operation i aided by a hea , hatchet-like knife. One of the Chinamen at Punta Alones is an 
American citizen a d p ak En Cl'li h well. Other have been hotel cooks. This colony compares 
favora ly with an h r on the coa ·t. They ship daily to San Francisco, in fine weather, from 
200 t O pound of fi h. Th member of thi, colony, a well as those at Pescadero, dry and 
hip t bina an unknown quanti y of abalone m at and sell the shells. At certain seasons they 
c 1 o dry many ton of diffi r n devil-ft b, quid , &c. 
0UNTY, .A.LIFORNIA..-Betw en qu l and Apto, , Santa Cruz County, is a 
. Tb r re a ont 50 f them, all men and all engaged in fishing. They ship 
t e dir .ct, e pecial1y in ummer. Tho e not so shipped are ent 
n t an 1ranci co y teamer. The Soquel fi. hermen make great 
f the h law y th bin e, a the latt r u e fine-me bed seine and 
uantiti , which are never returned to the water, the 
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Uhinese caring nothing for the future ft. beries. These fish are either salted and -dried, or are left 
to spoil on the beach. The waste is said to be enormous. 
SAN MATEO AND SAN FRANCISCO COUNTIES, CALIFORNIA.-In the town of San Mateo is -a 
company of 7 ehinamen. They fish with seines and ship their fish to San Francisco or peddle 
them fresh in the neighborhood. 
In San Francisco County the Chinese fishermen devote their attention to catching shrimp 
with purse-nets. With the shrimp small fish of other species are taken and afterwards salted and 
dried. At Bay View there is a Chinese colony consisting of about 24 men, who, with a hundred 
seines and _eleven junks, are engaged in shrimping. There is another colony of 10 Chinamen 2 
miles farther south. The Chinamen arrange the large shrimp, after removing the carapace, on 
two sticks of cane placed parallel to each other; these sticks passing through the flesh of the 
shrimp. These they sell for 30 cents per pound. Others are sold with the carapace an'd legs 
removed, simply as meats. The total catch of shrimp and prawn for this. county is estimated at 
30,000 pounds. 
In former years the Chinamen in San Francisco County were accustomed to eat shark fins, 
-both fresh and dried, which were by them esteemed a great delicacy. The entire business of 
shrimping was then in the hands of the Chinese. Their operations extended from Mare Island to 
Angel Island. The bulk of the shrimp caught by the Chinese with their fine-meshed nets was 
shipped to China in sacks. Large quantities of shrimp were sold also to oyster dealers in San 
Francisco who, after boiling them, would set them before their customers whilst waiting for oysters, 
thus to temporarily satisfy their appetites. The shells of the shrimp were shipped by Chinamen 
to China, who paid to the owners of their fishing-grounds a tax of from 50 cents to $1 a month. 
They also used to catch sturgeon, from whose backbone they would pull with a hook the inside 
nerve; this, which resembles a piece of macaroni and is nearly 3 feet long, is dried and shipped to 
China as a rare tid-bit for the epicures. 
In 1876 the Italian Fishermen's Union of San Francisco addressed a letter to one of the State 
Senators, the main object of which was to direct attention to the ruinous methods employed in fishing 
by the Chinese, their total disregard of the size of the fish they caught, and their waste of all the 
sturgeon they took, excepting the one nerve in the back above referred to. They fished so exces-
sively that often they would ship to China as much as $12,000 worth of shrimp and dried fish per 
month. The Italians, therefore, asked that the Chinese fishermen be compelled to adopt a system 
less destructive. 
ALAMEDA COUNTY, CALIF0RNIA.-In Alameda County there were established in 1870 Chinese 
fishing colonies which are now deserted. These :fisheries were principally for 'the capture of smelt 
and herring from the wharf, which they carried on by the aid of very fine square nets, from which 
not even the very smallest minnows could ·escape. They would drop their net about ~very twenty 
minutes; when hauled up, a boat would be pushed out under the net, and ~he contents of the net 
dumped into the boat. Thousands were thus taken every day. 
MARIN COUNTY, CALIFORNIA.-Near Point San Pedro, Marin County, there are two colonies 
of Chinese, numbering in all about 112 persons; who fish for shrimp. These they ship to Sau 
Fraucisco, after having dried them on the hill-sides and threshed them, in Chinese style, in order 
to separate the hull from the m~at . 
.As will have been noticed, the peculiarity in the construction of the nets used by the Chinamen 
is that the meshes are extremely fine, the end in view being the capture of all fish, large and small, 
young and old; and many complaints have been made regarding their use of this style of net, 
especially by the fishermen at Soquel, Santa Cruz County. 
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Av ARIOE OF CHINESE FISHERMEN.-With a view to illustrate the extreme avarice of the 
Chille e fi hermen, as shown by their exclusive use of very :fine-meshed nets, it may be stated here 
that the Mexican Government has found it necessary to station a consul at San Diego who is 
in t.ructed to charge every boat coming in search of abalones $60 per annum, their depredations 
in this fl hery having been so extensive as to almost exterminate the species. 
SuRF-FISHING.-The peculiar method of surf-fishing at Punta A.lones and Pescadero in vogue 
amongst the Chinamen -is one entirely unknown to American :fishermen, and is described by Pro-
fessor Jordan, as follows: "Kt Punta A.lones and Pescadero the Chinese :fishermen carry on a 
fl hery for the capture of surf-fish [ Embiotoca lateralis, Damalichthys vacca, &c. ], and their methods, 
being characteristically oriental, are of much interest to a stranger. The gill-nets are placed 
among the kelp-covered rocks, not far from shore, and the boat goes around among the nets to 
frighten the .fish into them. The old man plies the oar, sculling the boat. The young man stands 
in the bow, with a long pole, which he throws into the water at such an angle that it returns to 
him. The woman sits in the middle of the boat, with the baby strapped on her back. Slle is 
armed with two drum-sticks, with which she keeps up an infernal racket by hammerhJg on the 
seat in.front of her. This is supposed to frighten the :fish so that they frantically plunge iuto the 
nets. Occasionally this is varied by the woman taking the oar and the old man the drum-sticks." 
SHRIMP .A.ND il.AL0NE FISHERIES.-The principal :fishing industries engaged in by the 
Chinese are the capture and preparation of shrimps and abalones. The greater part of the shrimp 
are dried, threshed, and sent to market. The hulls are shipped to China and sold at $20 a ton for 
manure. They are considered by the Chinese to be an excellent fertilizer. 
A. minor occupation of the Chinese is that of collecting seaweed. 
A colony of Chinamen, numbering perhaps twenty-five men, is located at San Pablo, near the 
mouth of the Sacramento River, on the bay southwest of San Pablo. They are engaged in shrimp 
fl hing, their methods being the same as those employed by the Chinamen about San Francisco. 
FISHERMEN'S H0USES.-The houses of the Chinese colony at Roseville, San Diego, number 
about ten. They are low, unpainted, dirty-looking buildings, and are surrounded by hen-coops, 
whose occupants are fed, to a great extent, upon the small fish which the Chinese capture in their 
:fine-meshed seine . 
CH.A.R.A.CTRRISTICS OF O.A.LIF0RNI.A.N CHINESE.-1 t js noteworthy that the Chinese, perhaps 
in mi trust of their own rac , nev r con ign their fish to Chinese dealers in the cities, preferring 
to tran act bu ine s with th American . 
A writer in the San Fran ·i co Weekly Bulletin of January 27, 1871, says of the Chinese fish-
rmen of California : 
"The Chine e fl berman in China i very different from the Chinese :fisherman of California 
and far above him in e uipment , habit , and cale of work. Confident of his seamanship an·d skill 
be da he around in hi lat n- ail l junk in a reckle manner, and in hours of recreation indulges 
bi fondn :6 r gam ling, wl.Jil the latt r tug painfully at the oar and finds his brother fisher-
m n to poor to am 1 with him. Tb hinaman i a good ailor in hi native craft, but in other 
Y 1 , wh n difficult duii are to be performed, needs some one to direct him constantly. 
nk at th entran e · f th an Antonio Creek, i a mall Chinese settle-
d n h u , c lled China Point. The shores of the creek are 
1 ng, unwi ldy, lum il -constructed craft, with heavy, ill- hap d 
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oars. They are not shipped in double rowlocks after the American method, but work on a sing]e 
pin which pas e through the loom of the oar. With the nets piled up in tbe stern, and the crew 
at their places, the cockswain, using a large steering-oar, guides the boat to the long flats of the 
Oakland and Alameda shores, the principal fishing grounds, where the shoals of smelt and her-
ring, which abound here at high water, are encircled by the nets. Stationary nets and seines are 
.also used-one to lay all night, or for some hours, and the _other for immediate and active work. 
At sunset, after drawing the nets, they row home and spread the catch on the shore, ready for 
the next day's drying. The journey home is accompanied by a song, if the catch has been a farge 
one, or only a grunt, if poor. 
"The shores of Islay Creek are the choice of the Chin~se fishermen who live on the San Fran-
cisco side of \he bay. Clams, smelt, and shrimp constitute their catch at low tide, and their man-
ner of procuring the former is extremely remarkable. Either a long plank or ten square -pieces of 
wood are placed under the feet, and using them in the same manner as snow-shoes the fisherman 
makes very fair time over the mud. His basket or light boat is pushed along to receive the shell-
fish as he picks them up, and before the tide has quit falling his shrimp-net does good service. 
Their cabins border on the creek, and have the same characteristics, though perhaps on a larger 
scale, as their fellows at the entrance to the San Antonio. But in addition to preparing fish for 
transportation to China, they supply, in a great measure, the market in the Chinese quarter, but 
their fisbiug ground has not the same size or quality of smelt that are found over the :flats on the 
other side." * 
CHINESE IN WASHINGTON TERRITORY.-ln Washington Territory there are thirty-three 
Chinamen engaged in fishing. About Cape Flattery and Quartermaster's Harbor there are 
twelve; near Port Madison there are fifteen engaged in drying fish. They also buy from the 
Indians. Especial value is set upon :flounders, but salmon are held by them in small esteem. At 
Port Gamble and Ludlow there are six Chinamen who occupy their time in fishing from the 
wharves. They catch a la,rge quantity of dogfish. 
CHINESE IN THE SALMON CANNERIES OF OREGON.-On the Columbia River, Oregon, as many 
as three thousand Chinamen are engaged in the saimon canneries. 
After the salmon have been thrown into a heap on the wharf, the Chinamen cut off the heads, 
tails, and fins, and remove the viscera. Some Chinamen become so expert at this branch of the 
work that they can thus clean 1,700 fish per day. After the fish have been washed and cut into 
sections they are split into three pieces by the Chinamen, one piece being large enough to fill a 
can, the others smaller. These fragments are placed on tables, at which the Chinamen stand 
ready to pack them. Other Chinamen put on the covers, while yet others solder them, where this 
operation is not done by machinery. 
The Chinese thus do the bulk of the work at the salmon canneries. The supervisors, foremen, 
and bookkeepers are, however, white men. The fish-cutters, if expert, receive from $40 to -$45 per 
month. The majority receive $1 per day of eleven hours, and work as required; that is, leaving 
* WORSE THAN SEA-LIONs.-Our legislature has attempted to protect the salmon in our rivers by repealing the 
law protecting seals. It is asserted that the seals destroy the salmon which come down annually from the upper rivers 
to salt water. This may be true, but opinions are conflicting. · However that may be, there is an enemy to the salmon 
far more dangerous than the round-eyed seal and that is the busy Chinaman. Only a few days since we watched 
the modus operandi of catching fish in our San Joaquin. Two Chinese junks, or schooners, appeared in the river, each 
holding an end of a remarkably :fine net. The schooners then separate and sweep the waters with the net to the shore. 
Fish of all sizes are thus caught, and none, not the smallest salmon trout, are ever returned to the water. Those too 
small for market are thrown on the shore or fed to poultry. It is said by those familiar with the Chinaman's mode of 
fishfog that these fine nets leave no young salmon behind, and are far greater enemies to their propagation than 
seals.-[.A.ntioch Ledger, California, July 6, 1876. 
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and coming at any hour that may be set, time during which they are actually at work aloJ:!e being 
counted. .. o other race of people could work at such rates and upon such terms as these, and in 
th pre ent state of things but for Chinese labor the canneries must needs be closed. They come 
in April and leave in Augu t, and very few return. They are employed directly and without the 
aid of any agent. The Chine e, as a rule, wo:k very faithfully. They are never engaged in any 
drunken riot, and their work is uniform. On the other hand, they are not devoted to their 
employers. If di satisfied, "they are the hardest class in the world to manage." They would 
"u e a knife for two cents." If their pay should exceed a day's indebtedness, they would very 
probably resort to foul, mean work. They are inveterate gamblers, and their wages, as earned, 
go from one to another to pay their gaming debts. A Chinaman dare not :fish in the Columbia, it 
beh1g an understood thing that he would die for his sport. They are only toleratedtbecause they 
will work for such low wages. Each cannery employs from one hundred to two hundred Chinamen. 
27. MISCELLANEOUS FISHERMEN OF THE PACIFIC COAST. 
There are :fifty Slavonians on the Pacific coast of the United States, employed as :fishermen. 
They all live in San Francisco. 
In Los Angeles County, California, there is one Chilian :fisherman. In the same eounty one 
Irishman is engaged in :fishing. 
In Santa Cruz County, at Soquel, there are four German :fishermen. 
At New Tacoma, ": ashington Territory, there is one negro :fisherman. 
28. THE ARCTIC WHALEMEN OF SAN FRANCISCO. 
Professor Jordan says, concerning the men on the Arctic whl:tling fleet, that the crews of all 
the vessels, whether owned East or on the Pacific coast, are made up in San Francisco. The offi-
cers are usually American, but there are very few American foremast hands. When an American 
ships before the ma t, be seldom stays there long; he either gets aft or leaves disgusted. Portu-
guese, Scandinavians, and Germans form the bulk of the crew, and are all very hardy, and like 
the business. Now and then an Irishman is inveigled into . the service by the boarding-house 
keepers; but Irishmen are never at home on a ~haler. 
29. THE FISHERMEN OF THE COLUMBIA RIVER. 
There are upward of 2,500 men engaged in salmon :fishing on the Lower Columbia; about 
half of them in A toria, the r t at the other cannery towns. A few of them, not one-tenth, live 
p rman ntly in the town where employed; the rest come from the interior, from San Francisco, 
and from the crews of variou ve el along the coa ·t. They come to the Columbia in April and 
leave in .A.ugu t, p rhap not half of them returning the next year. Some of them, especially 
Scandin vian o n mall farm, in the interior of Oregon and Washington. Many of the Italians 
and r k :fi h in an Franci ·c Bay when not upon the Columbia. 
to nationalitie , xact i formation i unattainable. L~oking over various li ts of names and 
m king in uirie indi ate th pr pond ran e of Scandinavian and Italian , with Greeks, French, 
i1 n Iri ·h, and a few Americans. o Chinamen are employed in this fi hery, though they work 
. There ar very few Indian :fl h rmen on the Lower Columbia, none of them of 
pur 
n -third of th m n ar married, nd two-third of the e, chiefly candinavian and 
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Finns lead ober inuu trious lives · the rest are, as a whole, a reckless and improvident set of 
' ' ' men, spending their money as fast as earned upon drink and prostitutes. The proprietor of a "dive" 
in Astoria is said to have begun a short time since with nothing, and to be now worth $30,000, his 
establishment being chiefly frequented by fishermen. Many have not enough left at the end of the 
season to pay their _debts and to get away. Many of them, therefore, leave their debts unpaid. 
Most of the men board in various establishments fitted up as fishermen's boarding-houses. 
These are of many grades, the usual rate being $5 per week. 
The few fishermen who can read peruse chiefly the Police Gazette and similar publications, 
the sale of which on the Pacific coast is far greater in proportion than on the Atlantic. 
30. THE INDIAN FIS;IIERMEN ON THE PACIFIC COAST. 
There are at present no Indian fishermen employed on the coast of California, although certain 
tribes living inland, for instance the McCloud Indians, depend latgely upon the fisheries for support. 
Jordan has observed that in earlier times, before the settlement of California bY, white men, 
the Indians of the coast must have subsisted on fish to a very large extent. Spines of sharks and 
rays are found among the Indian remains on the Santa Barbara Islands, and some are thought to 
baYe been used for fish-books. Fish-bones are found in the refuse heaps of kitchen leavings on 
Santa Cruz Islands, where the inhabitants must have liveu chiefly on fishes and mollusk8. The 
Santa Barbara Islands give evidence of having been once densely populated. Scarcely anything 
eatable now grows above tide marks. 
At the present time the Indian fishermen on the Pacific coast are all seated in Washington 
Territory and Oregon. There are about 380 of them scattered in groups throughout those regions. 
Two hundred Indians are employed in the Oregon salmon fishery. 
At New Tacoma, Wash., are twenty Indians engaged in fishing for dog-fish, the oil of which 
is rendered chiefly in kepttles. 
At Steilacoom are about twenty Indians (Si washes). They do not, to any extent, sell their fish, 
but reserve them for their own consumption. 
Near Seattle are thirty Indians who fish chiefly for salmon-trout (Salvelinus), of which they 
bring boat-loads almost daily into the town. 
Twenty Indian fishermen have been recorded from Port Madison. 
In the northeast part of the sound, at Utsaladdy, are twenty Indians engaged in salmon and 
dog-fish fishing. 
Ten Indian fishermen live at Muckilteo. 
At Port Gamble are twenty Indians (Siwashes) engaged in fishing for dog-fish, and other small 
sharks. The oil is rendered by putting the livers into wooden troughs, into which hot stones are 
thrown ; finally the oil is drained off. 
Near New Dungeness, on the w~y toward Cape Flattery, are some ten Indians engaged 'in 
fishing for dog-fish. 
At Neah Bay there is a considerable reservation of about twenty Indians, who are exclusively 
engaged in fishing and seaUng. 
31. THE M'CLOUD RIVER INDIANS OF CALIFORNIA. 
Concerning _the McCloud River Indians, who are emphatically a. race of fishermen, Mr. Liv-
ingston Stone, of the UnitP.d States Fish Commission, writes as follows: 
"The Indians themselves are a good-featured, hardy, but indolent race. I found them always 
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plea ant, genial, and ociabl , though, like other Indians, very sensitive when their pride was 
wound d. Tb y at fir t adopted the plan of ordering all white men out of their country, and were 
the la t of the California Indfan to yield to the encroachments of civilization. Even now they 
are not low to say to the white tranger, 'These are my lands,' and 'These are my salmon'; but 
the 'tern con equence of conflict with the whites have taught them to abstain from any violent 
indication of their rights. They still always revenge a wrong inflicted on them by their own 
people, and de m it a duty to avenge the murder of one of their kindred, but I think they are a well-
dispo ed race by nature, and have no malice naturally in their hearts toward any one, and will 
not injure any one who does not first injure them. Every one told me, before my arrival and 
during my stay on the McCloud, that the Indians would steal everything that they could lay their 
hands on. I am glad that this opportunity is afforded me of bearing testimony to the contrary, 
which I wish to do very emphatically. I would trust the McCloud Indians with anything. We 
used to leave our things every day around the house, and even down on the river-bank, for weeks 
together, where the Indians could have stolen them with perfect safety, and where they would not 
have remained ten minutes in a white man's settlement, and yet I do not know of a single instance 
of theft of the smallest thing on their part, during all our stay of two months among them. On 
the contrary, in one instance, an Indian traveled six miles one hot day to return me a watch-guard, 
which he found in the pocket of a garment which I sold him, and which he might have kept with 
perfect impunity. And on another occasion, on the arrival of some gold coin, when I had reason 
to expect an attack from white men, I gave the gold to one of my Indians, and told him that I 
depended on him to protect that and me till morning. I slept soundly, and the next morning the 
faithful Indian handed me the gold just as I gave it to him. I wish on these accounts to be very 
emphatic in saying that the charges against these Indians of being a race of thieves, are untrue 
and unjust. 
'' With all their good traits, however, murder did not seem to have the obnoxious character 
that it has among more enlightened people. A1most every McCloud Indian we met bad killed one 
or more men, white or red, in the cour e of his life, but it was usually because they were goaded 
to it by ungovernable jealou y or revenge. It was not from motives of gain or causeless malice. 
" The McCJoud Indians live and sleep in the open air in the summer. In the rainy season 
they build wigwam or huts of driftwood and dry logs, which they inhabit pretty comfortably 
through the winter. In the ummer and fall they live mainly on the salmon and trout which they 
pear. In th winter they live on the a1mon which they catch and dry in the fall, and on acorns, 
which they gather in great qnantitie · in th wood . They hnnt with bows and arrows, with which 
th y occa ionally kill a bear, though a few of the more enterprjsing have rifles. They trap a very 
littl , but the almon f the riv rare o abundant that they are not obliged to resort to hunting 
and trappin a all, and do not do much of either. 
'' hay written hi long ace unt of the McCloud River"Indians partly because their presence 
h r i ,·o in larly c nn ct d with th abundance of the almon in the Sacramento River. Had 
whit m n ·om h r , n req uir d the , almon for food, thi main artery of the u pply sy tern of 
th riY r w uld h b en ·t Ip d; or he d white men come and engaged in mining, as they have 
nth ub n the th r and merican River , the spawning-beds would have been 
ri er , and i le than three years th almon supply 
d er a . The pre ence of the Indian , therefor , in so 
i impli the ab' nc f th whi , i he great protection of the supply of the. Sacramento 
· lmon. 
McClou<l. River India.us of California.. Salmon <frying 011 poles. 
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32. THE FISHERMEN OF THE GREAT LAKES. 
FROM NOTES BY LUDWIG KUMLIEN. 
NA.TIONALITIES.-Very many nationalities are represented among the :fishermen of the Great 
Lakes, nor is the diversity of origin confined to the :fishermen alone, for many of the owners and 
managers of the fisheries are of foreign birth. Next to the native Americans, Germans and Cana-
dian-French predominate. The Scandinavian nations are also well represented. In sQme localities, 
particularly at the west end of Lake Superior and in the vicinity of Sault d~ Ste. Marie, the Straits 
of Mackinac, and Saginaw Bay, many pure and half-breed Indians are employed. .A.t Sault de 
Ste. Marie, Indians are the principal fi1'hermen. In the majority of the towns the nationalities are 
very much mixed. A catalogue would include Americans, English, French, Germans, Norwegians, 
Swedes, Russians, Poles, Belgians, Swiss, Dutch, Irish, and Indians. At the east end of Lake 
Ontario, how.ever, aU are either Americans or Canadian-French. In Green Bay the Swedes and 
Norwegians are said to be the most successful fishermen. With the Indians fishing is, of course, 
au hereditary profession, handed down from father to son. The western portion of the lake 
region bas been so recently settled, and by so many different classes and nationalities, that it is 
highly probable that the fathers an<l. grandfathers of the majority of the present :fish_ermen were 
engaged in other occupations. On the west shore of Lake Michigan, however, especially between 
Porte des Mortes and Manitowoc, among the French-Canadians fishing is hereditary. The boys 
begin to assist while yet mere children, and naturally become expert boatmen and skillfuL · 
fishermen. The fishermen at the east end of Lake· Ontario, about Chaumont, Sackett's Harbor, 
and Henderson Bay, are said to ha,e come originally from Connecticut, where they had been :fish-
ermen, and were the first to introduce pound and trap nets. 
HEALTH.-As a class the fishermen are strong a~d robust, and well suited for their occupation~ 
Fishing is co~sidered a healthful pursuit in all respects, and, aside from the disasters caused -by 
storms, conducive to longevity. Very many of the better class of fishermen are married, and in 
numerous instances favored with remarkably large families. 
DISA.STERS.-The sudden and violent storms which visit the lakes, particularly in fall, cause 
many serious disasters, resulting frequently in· loss of life. The number o_f losses, however, is 
smaller th~n one would suppose at first thougJ;it, for it must be taken into consideration that the 
:fishermen are expert seamen, and cautious withal, and that as a rule their b9ats are stanch and 
seaworthy. During the last decade only about seventy-five from all the lake towns have been 
drowned. The heaviest losses have occurred at Saint Joseph, near the bead of Lake Michigan. 
On the 29th of April, 1875, eleven boats were fishing far from shore, a light wind blowing from 
the northeast. Suddenly it veered to the northwest, and a violent squall struck the fleet. Some of 
the boats were returning homeward with all canvas up, and were unable to drop their sails before 
the storm struck them. Four went down, carrying with them eleven :fishermen. Few of the fleet 
reached shore in safety; some were driven upon the beach, many miles from their •harbor, and 
nearly all sustained some injury, besides the loss of nets, and sails and other parts of apparatus · 
and rigging. From 1869 to 1876 twenty-one lives were lost in all. These disasters, together with 
the scarcity of fish and low prices, have discouraged many :fishermen in this locality, and they have 
left fishing to follow other occupations. 
At Milwaukee as many as twenty fishermen have perished within 15 years. They were 
accustomed to visit fishing grounds distant from fifteen to forty miles from shore, in boats, fre-
quently remaining two days and nights. ~he sudden storms oftentimes bewildere_d the!Jl, espec~ally 
• 
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when occurring in the darkness of night, and their boats were driven far out into the lake where 
they could not live, or were cast upon a dangerous shore. 
Fi hermen are sometimes drowned in winter while fishing on the ice, either through careless-
ness in approaching the holes which are made when setting and hauling nets, or in venturesome 
expedition over ice too thin to bear their weight. One man perished thus near Bayfield, Lake 
Superior, in 1878, and another in 1879 at the Gull Islands, at the entrance of Green Bay. ,- . 
FISHING VILLAGES.-As a large proportion of the fishermen live in villages and cities whose 
interest in the fisheries. is of minor importance, they dwell in houses in nowise different from those 
of the same class of men engaged in other pursuits, partake of the same food and comport them-
selves in essentially the same manner. In some localities, however, fishing is the only important 
industry, and in these places it is possible to trace some peculiarities in th~ character and sur-
roundings of the fishermen. Some such villages exist in Green Bay, particularly on the west 
shore, north of Cedar River. The fishermen dwelling here, as a rule, are well fitted for their occu-
pation, temperate and industrious. The gains of many, however, for the past five years, have been 
hardly sufficient to support them, fish having been scarce and prices low. Their houses, which are 
barely comfortable, are always built near the fishery, close to the beach. A few have cleared 
fields of considerable extent around their dwellings, but the majority have tilled only sufficient 
land on which to raise potatoes and some other vegetables. A few miles north of Menominee the 
road terminates northward, and the only communication by land between the villages i1:, by an 
imperfectly marked trail leading through an almost impenetrable pine forest. Communication 
with the outside world is carried on entirely by water. The Menominee dealers ~end boats along 
the shore every day during the height of the season and gather up such fresh fish as the fisher-
men may have for sale. They stop at every fo,hery and the fishermen bring out their fish in the 
pound boats. The fish are weighed and the dealers give receipts stating the number of pounds, 
the kind, and price, and at the next trip bring the requisite amount of money. At these times the 
fishermen send to town for whatever supplies they need, receiving them at the next visit of the 
dealers' boat . 
At Green Bay City and the southern end of Green Bay generally, many fishermen are well-to-
do and several in very good circumstances. Some others, as one might expect, on account of the 
variety of nationalities, are shiftle s, and eem to_ have little tact in providing for their families. 
In many case their gains are sufliciently large to enable them to live well if they but ~sed judg-
ment in expending them. Nearly all the fishermen are land-owners to some extent, several pos-
ing valuable farms in addition to their fisheries. 
At Two Rivers, itnated on the we t shore of Lake Michigan, on the Green Bay peninsula, the 
fi hiug population-nearly all Fr nch-Canadian -live in one locality at the mouth of the two 
rivers, fol'ming quite a colony, known in the vicinity a "Canada." The men are apt to be 
xtravagant during profitable · a on , taking little thought for the future. It has been stated 
_that, a · a ula ·, th~ fi hermen of thi ' locality were formerly quite intemperate, but recently a 
d ci e improY ment ha taken plac in this respect. 
n th" vi ·i ity f th Strait of Iackinac the fi hermen are of all grades, nationalities, and 
iti n, . Th lea t indu triou , perhap , are the French gill-netters. About two-thirds of them 
ar I· u · ' in g ining a liv ·lib od. Th y ometime allow their nets to remain in the water 
for v ial w k · untouche , the ti ·h ·, ught m them becoming putrid. During sea ons of plenty 
th : • · 11, · · me in th r 1 c Ii i · r apt to indulge in extravagant living and comparative 
r tnrnin h n th ir mean· ar xpen d, to activity and humble living. 
fi h ·rm · f nron ar g n rall · con ·i red a b tte cla of men than the Lake Erie 
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fi.sLermeu. The majorjty have entered the fishing business at a mature age and are less reckless 
and improviuent and more energetic and hardworking than in some other localities. Fishing is 
not now pros cuted on Sunday as it formerly was in this vicinity. 
CREDIT SYSTEM.-The system of credit, until recently in operation in many of the fishing 
towns, had a demoralizing effect among the fishermen and led to general financial disaster among 
the out-fitters. It was customary for the capitalists to furnish the fishermen with outfits and 
provisions on credit and take pay in the fish caught. Thii:; system encouraged the fishermen 
to contract large debts, and to live extravagantly, while they continually looked forward to the 
time when the capture of fabulous quantities of fish should relieve them of their indebtedness . . 
The out-fitters, on the other hand, discovered in the course of time that the value of the fish caught _ 
was frequently less _than that of the outfits they furnished, and while out of charity for the fisher-
men, who were dependent upon them, or for lack of the knowledge necessary to establish a better 
system, they continued to give unlimited credit, many became involved in financial difficulties 
which resulted in utter ruin. At present, however, except in a few localities, dealers will not take 
uncaught fish in security, and :finances are in a better condition. 
FINANCIAL PROFI'.l'S,-:-It is almost impossible to gather any information in regard to the 
financial profits of individual fishermen, except of those who receive salaries. In many localities 
:fishing is thought to be be.coming less and less profitable eyery year, while in others the profits are 
,considered to be larger than formerly. The opinions expressed, however, are based so largely 
upon the success or failure of the individuals furnishing them, rather than upon an average of the 
profits of ~11 t~e :fisheries of any given locality, that they must be ta,ken with allowance. More-
over, so few statements of the value of the lake :fisheries have been published in past years that 
there is nothing with which to compare the figures obtained for . the present report. It must be 
the work of the next census to make such comparisons and to determine whether the lake :fisheries 
are increasing or decreasing in importance and profitableness. More in regard to this subject :will 
be found in the section of this report which treats of the methods of the fisheries. 
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B.-THE SAILOTh FISHERMEN OF NEW ENGLAND. 
33. SHORE EDUCATION. 
SCHOOLS .A.ND CHURCHES.-In the early days of the Massachusetts colonies the coast ·:fishery 
wa one of the most important industries upon which the people relied for support. In the early 
records of the Plymouth colony and, later, in the various town records may .be found ordinances 
for the establishment of free schools, the teachers of which were to be supported by appropriations 
from the proceeds of certain public :fishery privileges, and similar provisions were made for the 
maintenance of" an able, godly minister," an agent of equal importance in the educational system 
of the colonists. 
The following order is on record: 
"Whereas, at the General Court of His Majesty holden at New Plymouth, in June, 1670, the 
court, upon due and serious consideration, did freely give and grant all such profits as might or 
should annually accrue to the colony, from time to time, for :fishing with nets or seines at Cape 
Cod for mackerel, bass, or herrings, * • * to be improved for and toward a free school in 
some town." 
The records of the Plymouth colony show that in July, 1677, the Cape Cod :fishery ·was let for 
.·even year , at £30 per annum, to certain individuals who are named, to seine mackerel and bass. 
They were restricted to take in the Plymouth colonists with them; and if none offer to admit 
tranger , and a portion of the profits of the hire which accrued to the colony were distributed to 
the chool . 
For the maintenance of a minister: 
"The first Court of Assistants, holden a,tt Charl.estown, .August 23, 1630, Orde:r:ed, that Mr 
Phillip [ a mini ter] hould have allowed him 3 hogsheads of meale, 1 hogshead of malte, 4 bush ells 
of nd an corne, 1 bu bell of oatemeale, balfe an hundred of salte :fishe; for apparell,- and other 
provi ion ', £20, or els to Lave £40 given him in money per annum to make bis owne provisions if 
h e chu e it the rather, the yeare to begin the first of September nexte."* 
In 1662 for the support of a minister in the Plymouth colony the following order was-
" Made and concluded by the Generall Court held att Plymouth for the Jurisdiction of New 
1 mouth the third of June Ann° 1662. The Court propo etb it as a thing they Judge would bee 
Y ry com ndable and benificiall to the Townes where God' Providence shall cast any whales; if 
th y hould agree to ett apart ome part of every such :fish or oyle for the Incorragement of an 
a.bl o Uy Minne ter among t them."t 
1 r m that tim until now the New England coast towns, like those of the interior, have as a 
rnl n well Ir vided with free chool . The e are attended by the boys until they are old 
•no 1 h t g to ea and by the girls until they are ixteen or eventeen years old, and sometimes 
'till 1 r, r. It i quit u ual for boys to engage in fl bing in ~ummer and to attend school in 
ml , m thi until th y arrive at the age of manhood. As a clas the girl are almo t 
ahn ,.. b tt r u at d than th boy , and the intelligence and refinement among the women along 
f wh m ar alwa cho 1 t a ·her , m t a tranger very noteworthy. The 
f th nd m th r of th fi 'b rm n cannot be without a very important 
fi, hiug villag from the Bay of Fundy to New York are intel-
, V 1. i [1628-1641 ], p. 73, 
, v 1. i, 1623-1682, Laws, p. 135. 
Gloacester, Mass. ; view looking west from East Gloncester. 
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1ige11t aml n·fined to a noticeable degree, and in many instances to a greater degree than those of 
the average agricultural and mauufacturing communities of the interior. 
PUBLIC LIBRA.lUES AND LYCEUMS.-ln mauy ·of these villages libraries and reading-rooms 
are sustained throughout the year. Courses of lyceum lectures are kept up and well attended in 
the winter. 
In some villages, such, for instance, as Provincetown, literary societies are kept up in the 
winter, and readings, essays, and lectures by members provide entertainment for the weekly meet-
ings. In Provincetown several lectures on the fisheries have been given by one of the old fisher-
men of the place. Through the influence of the pastors of the churches, " soeiables" are often 
held irr connection with the churcl.J, a large part of the evening's entertainment consisting of read-
ing and music furnished by members of the church community. The intellectual grade of the 
fishing towns of Massachusetts and Maine may be judged from the fact that the churches of these 
towns are able to secure and keep in their service clergymen of fine education. In Maine and 
Massachusetts the Methodist Church is one of t,he most popular, and the appointments in the · 
principal :fishing communities are deemed to be among the best in the conferences within whose 
limits these towns are embraced. 
We have spoken thus far of the smaller towns and fishing villages. In cities like Gloucester 
and New Bedford, which are supported chiefly by the fishing interests, there is a large proportion 
of the population which, though in a certain sense dependent on the fisheries, can hardly be con-
sidered as belonging to the sea-faring classes. In these communities the opportunities for intel-
lectual culture are more extensive than in smaller places. 
Nantucket is still to be regarded as a :fisbiug town, although its interest in the fisheries is 
entirely retrospective. The intelligence of the inhabitants of this and other whaling ports is too 
well known to require mention. 
We have spoken of the atmosphere of intellect and culture in the average fishing towns in 
order that the home influences of the young fishermen may be properly understood. 
FOREIGN FISHERMEN.-The fishermen who come to the Uuitcd States from certain towns in 
Nova Scotia are noted for their intelligence, wI,.ile those from other localities, Judique, fqr instance, 
are equally noteworthy for their ignorance and brutality. Among the better towns of Nova Scotia 
may be mentioned Yarmouth and Pubnico, and many other ports on the southern coast of the 
Nova Scotian peninsula. Yarmouth is well known to be a town of intelligence and enterprise, and 
has, in proportion to its size, perhaps the largest fleet of square-rigged vessels in North America. 
The schools of Nova Scotia, especially. those of the southern portion, are said to be excellent, 
comparing favorably with those of New England. 
Certain districts on the island of Cape Breton have a reputation very different from that of Nova 
Scotia, and the fishermen from these districts, especially in past years, have had a very bad name 
in the fishing fleet. The fishermen of Newfoundland are remarkable for their lack of intelligence 
and gentleness. This is largely due to the fact that on the coast of. this island the .fishermen do 
not gather together in communities to any great extent. Their houses are scattered here and there 
along the coast, singly or in small clusters, and it is impossible for the people, with the best of 
intentions, to provide educational facilities for their children. 
We have referred to the education and the home influences of the Provincial fishermen because 
so large a number of Gloucester ves.sefs are manned by them. Until within thirty years the fishing 
population of Gloucester was almost entirely native born, and the remarks which have already 
been made regarding the other towns on the New England coast would apply with equal force 
to Cape Ann. At present the large foreign element there must be taken into account in esti-
SEO IV--4 
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mating the intellectual and moral condition of this city. The influence of the Glou~ster e<luca-
tional institutions i , however, soon felt by the foreigners who settle there. 
FISHERMEN'S CHILDREN.-The children. of th~ foreign-born :fishermen sailing from Gloucester, 
as well a those whose parents are natives of New England, have profited much by the excellent 
system of schools which is as marked a feature of this port as of any- other city of its size in Mas-
sachusetts. It is a common occurrence to see children of :fishermen-both of foreign and natiV'e-
born parents-carrying off' the honors at. the schools, and a few years later occupying responsible 
positions. As a piatter of fact, some of the most competent teachers in the Gloucester schools-
if not, indeed, a majority of them-are the daughters of :fishermen, nor is this specially surpris -
ing in a city which has often been represented in the Massachusetts legislature by men who had 
formerly been fishermen, while its city government, mayor included, has been largely drawn from 
this class. 
HIGHER EDUC.A.TION.-Thus it will be· seen that ·while the majority of New England fisher 
men generally acquire only education sufficient to enabre them to pursue their vocation, 
there are, nevertheless, a considerable number who, profiting by the opportunities of going to 
school in winter, acquire sufficient knowledge of books to enable them in after years not only to 
take command of fishing vessels, but to enter into fields of labor, and to accept responsibilities 
which require no ordinary amount of intelligence and judgment. It is by no means uncommon 
to find :fishermen who have a remarkable store of general knowledge, and some who have come 
under our personal observation could quote at length from many of the poets: history, and the Scrip-
tures. In more than one instance that might be mentioned, fishermen have shown considerable 
taste for art. This -usually exhibits itself in making various kinds of scrimshaw work, such 
as minature vessels and carving on wood or bone. In rarer instances they learn to paint or draw 
and sometimes produce very creditable work. 
Many of the songs and ballads published in the local papers of the fishing towns, and in a col-
lection of such, called '' The Fishermen's Song Book," printed in Gloucester, have been written by 
fishermen. 
34. SEA EDUCATION. 
TRAINING OF THE YOUTH FOR FISHERMEN.-The young :fisherman enters upon his career with 
a tore of hereditary and acquired attainments which render it possibla for hirp soon to become an 
excellent mariner. Along the coast of Maine, where the old methods 0£ :fishing are still prac-
ticed by the boat fishermen, small boy are taken out to help their fathers and brothers as soon as 
they are old enough to be of practical a sistance. It is not uncommon to see boys of eight or 
nine handling fi h almo t as large as themselve . On tbe cod and halibut vessels, and upon mack-
erel ve l which u e he pur e eine, boy are of little use until they are large enough to do a 
man' work; on equently, at the pre ent time they are rarely shipped until :fifteen or sixteen. 
Thi hang ba many advantag , yet there can be no doubt that its effect is derogatory to the 
g neral r e of intelligen among the ft h rmen. Boy , who at the age of ten would be wirnng 
t ft ·bing v 1, when :fiv or ix year Ider have obtained a fair education, and the 
t hore ba er ated a di. like in their minds to the life of fisher 
com 
th ir inferior in a ility and educatfon; consequently, they do not 
L. y m k ful mem r, of the bore community, tho :fishing cla ' 
1 r e p r lik Gl uce ter and Provincetown, where, 
n int lli en fl herman to be a fl berman him 'elf, 
ccupation f fl hing had been for ev ral 
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generations b r clitary in their fn.milie . Tbe ft b rcnen of these ports who are not foreigners, are, 
for the most part, drawn from the coa t of Maine and the smaller ports of Cape Cod and Southern 
Massacbu ett,, where the old cu tom ar sti11 ocnewhat prevalent . . The fact that the sons of 
well-to-do fishermen do not follow in the foot teps of their fathers is in part due to the fact that the 
fisheries of the United State are now much le s profitable than they formerly were, the existing 
treaty with Great Britain having recently given an unfair advantage to the fisheries of British 
North American Provinces. 
The youngster sailing upon a fishing vessel-whether he be ten or sixteen years of age-enters 
on a course of practical training under the direction of the skipper and his shipmates. If intelli-
gent, ambitious, and industrious, he, in two or three years, thoroughly understands how to :fish 
and how to manage a schooner, and what is more, he bas learned to perform such duties as are 
within the limits of bis strength by pµre force of habit. He has acquired many of those points of 
skill which become more and more a second nature with him as he grows older, being able to lay 
his hand on any rope in the dark, to steer a vessel at night by the feeling of the wind on his face, 
tm ease a vessel in a seaway by an involuntary mo·vement of the hand as it rests upon the helm, 
to safely enter various harbors, either at night or day, and to know by instinct just what sails to 
change with varying circumstances. He has learned to distinguish between the different species 
of ·fish that he habitually sees, b)7 peculiarities of their motion as they swim around the vessel at 
night, leaving shining tracks of fire behind them in the water, and to determine the presence of fish 
by the movements of the vessels in tbe offing, by the action of flocks of birds, or by the different 
sounds which some species of fish make as they flip with their fins at the surface. He knows how 
to dress mackerel, cod, or halibut, in darkness, guided by the sense of feeling. These feats of skill, 
which are soon learned by the observant and easily impressed mind of the younger boy, require a 
much longer time for acquisition by a boy of fifteen or sixteen, whose powers of observation, as 
well as his interest in such matters, have doubtless been dulled by his training on shore, however 
much his reflective powers may have been improved. An experienced skipper states from his 
own knowledge that boys who have gone with him at the age of fourteen or sixteen cannot usually 
· be trusted to take their place at the helm or on tbe watch until they are eighteen or nineteen, but_ 
that those boys who went at tbe age of ten years ca:11 generally perform the duties of the watch 
when fifteen, and in some cases as young as t,hirteen. Many boys, trained in the old manner, have 
become skippers of vessels when from seventeen to nineteen years of age. Some of the most suc-
cessful ''fitters" at Gloucester had command while still in their teens. 
These men have generally acquired a fair education by their own efforts, and in strength of 
character, ability, and general intelligence they are to-day by far the best men in the :fishing fleet. 
These are the men who have been trained from early boyhood to face danger and hardship, and to 
meet and overcome emergencies, and exhibit traits of quickness, bravery, and presence of mind. 
It may, indeed, be stated as a fact that a fisherman never attains to the highest excellence in his 
profession who has not been accustomed to a sea-faring life from early boyhood. 
TRAINING IN NAVIGATION.-A boy is trained in navigation precisely as in the management of 
the vessel and in the methods of the fisheries. He :first learns to steer, perhaps by a landmark, 
then be learns the compass, and, later, how to shape the course or to measure distance on a chart, by 
observing the actions of the skipper. In this way he also learns to take the bearings of the land 
and to estimate its distance. The skipper often gives instruction to those of his crew who desire 
it in taking observations and calculating latitude and longitude. In former days it was an accom-
plishment which every ambitious boy was an:s:ious to learn to be able to estimate the velocity of 
, 
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the ves el by observing her motion through the water. The old-fashioned log was seldom carried 
on the fl hing ,e sel, though at present the patent log is in general use. 
Another important accomplishment which is sooner or later acquired by the young man who 
i anxious to be a skipper is to become familiar with the shape and character of the bottom on the 
fishing-grounds and along the approaches to the ports which he frequents. This is learned by 
ounding and thus ascertaining the depth of water and the nature of the bottom, and again by 
a tudy of the charts. .All of these branches of navigation a smart boy learns long before he is of 
age, and, as a rule, they are acquired on board of the vessel as opportunity offers from day to day. 
In , ome of the larger ports, such as Provincetown, there are, in winter, schools of na\"igation which 
offer opportunities to study this science. These schools are usually well attended; but, of coursP, 
lessons there given are of little value unless they are practically applied on shipboard in the 
summer. 
Besides the skipper who instructs hit, crew in navigation, there are frequently experienced 
navigators among the crew who become the instructors of their younger associates. Such instruc-
tion is always given as a matter of good fellowship and without remuneration. The fishermen of 
New England, as a class, are acknowledged to be excellent navigators, and from the fishing com-
munities have been drawn thousands of masters of merchant and coasting vessels in all parts of 
the Uuited States. 
During the late war between the States, .fishermen were, in some instances, employed in the 
Navy as sailing-masters, this position requiring the highest grade of seamanship and skill in navi-
gation. Some of them rose to still higher positions. From their intimate knowledge of the coast-
line fishermen are recognized t<, be the be t local pilotsi and they are often called upon to act in 
that capacity by Yessels unable to procure regular pilots. 
Although the results of the present system have been in the main satisfactory, it cannot be 
denied that there are many master8 of fishing Ye t>ls who are ~hamefully deficient in their knowl-
edge of navigation, and who are unable to ascertain their position at sea with even a fair degree of 
accuracy or to shape their course with a definite knowledge of where they will strike the coast. 
There are instancei:; of vessels bound for Gloucester from the Banks or Bay of St. La,vrence 
making land south as far as Montauk Point or the mouth of the Chesapeake. 
The scboo1 of navigation should be more g nerally encouraged and supported. A system of 
examining and licen ~ing tbe ma t rs of fi bing ve ·sels would be of great importance. There is no 
reason why this i2hould not be insi ted upon in the :fishing fleet as well as in the case of the mer-
chant marine, for the fi, bing schooner carrie a larger crew in proportion to its size, and is generally 
a more Yaluabl piece f property. 
TRAINING OF APE Con FI IIERMEN.-Freeman, in his history of Cape Cod, thus speaks of 
the training of the young :fi ,·h rm n f that di, rict: 
i tant wat r ·. 
fr m h fir 
ommon on this coa t, mu t now, if sought, be looked for in 
the ·ommand of ave el. It has been remarked 
~m'ploy d tw -third of the year in obtaining, by 
beyond the line, and even on the further ide of 
rly habi · and th lov f v yage oc a ·ionally pro perou induce the 
1 at dan r , and bard hip ', too, are often encoun-
rall. · ·u · · ful in quiring good estate . We mu t 
tr veler of 1807 b · rel tion of an incident that 
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illustrates the enterprise of eariy youth. ]] ay,: , In pa ing from Truro to Provincetown,' by 
the bay route, 'I bad in company an inhabitant of tbe latter place. As we approached the mouth 
of the inlet, the ve1 tebras of a mall p cj s of whaJ , bere called the blackfisb, became frequent 
on the beach, together with other sign of the fi,,heries. Soon after, at the distance of half a mile, 
on the sandy flat from which the sea was now fast retiring, we discovered a boy, and .near him 
appeared to be a great fish. The solitariness of the bo .. and llis smallness compared with the 
fish, formed a combination sufficienily rom:;i,rkable to draw us to the spot; and we found our fisher-
man of about ten years of age astride a porpoise about 10 feet long, in the midst of a sea of blood 
collected in the hollow of the sand. Alone, with a common tab1e-knffe for his instrument, he was 
cutting the blubber from the ribs of the monster, a task which he 1Jerforrned in a, very workmanlike 
manner. Upon inquiring, we learned that be alone had killed the fish. His employment in the 
morning had been the tending of his mother's cows; alld from the hills on which he was he had-
seen a shoal of porpoises enter the inlet. As the tide was ebbing, and the shore flat, many of 
tbem were soon embarrassed by tbe want of sufficient water to move in; and he :flattered himself 
that by leaving the cows and coming dowu to the beach, he might be able to mnike a prize! So 
goiug into the water as far as he dared, be selected one struggling to regain deep water. This 
fish he boldly caught, from time to time, by the tail, thereby increasing its rlifilculties, till at last 
the water running away left the porpoise upon the sand. He staid by the fish till be was sure 
that escape was impossible i and then running home, a distance of a mile, procured a knife. Thus 
armed, be proceeded to wound and ki11 the fish-a task of some labor and danger; and, according 
to bis account, be had accomplished it only by watching opportunities-alternately striking and 
retreating. My companion said it would yield 10 gallons of oil, and give the little cowherd $10 
for his exploit.' 
'' Of even children, on the lower parts of the Cape, the little porpoise-killer at Truro is a fair 
specimen. Boys are often at sea at a very early age. Many of them at ten have become expert 
fishermeu; and all who have a mind for promotion find their way from the forecastle to the cabin 
in due time. Many of our best commanders in foreign voyages are furnished here. The testimony 
of Burke, in the House of Commons, before the Revolution, 177 4, in regard to the mariners of New 
England, was especially applicable to t.his and other parts of Cape Cod. 'No sea but what is 
vexed by their fisheries; no climate that is not witness to their toils. Neither the perseverance of 
Holland nor the activity of France nor the dexterous and firm sagacity of English enterprise, ever 
carried this most perilous mode of hardy industry to the extent to which it bas been pursued by 
this recent people. "" "" * A more hardy or enterprising race of mariners is nowhere to be met 
on the watery element."' 
35. MENTAL AND PHYSICAL TRAITS. 
CH.A.R.A.CTERIS1'ICS OF AMERIO.AN FISHERMEN.-lt baf> been the custom of many writers upon 
the :fisheries to consider the fishermen as a peculiar class of men, with striking mental character-
istics by which they could be distinguished from the population of the shore. This may be justi-
fiable in cases where the profession of fishing is hereditary, in which event those who pursue it are 
prevented by social limitations from entering upon commercial or other pursuits upon land. It 
bas been quite a common practice to consider the fishermen of all countries as possessed of similar 
traits. 
In Sabine's well-known report on the American fisheries he devotes a chapter to the public 
services and character of fishermen,• in which be gives many interesting facts concerning the serv-
,. Report on the Principal Fisheries on the American Seas, pp. 198-210. 
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ice, of the .ti hermen of New England in time of war. At its conclusion, however, he falls into the 
vein of thought alluded to, and brings instances from the pages of history to prove that the fisher-
man i of nece sity a grateful man, a patriotic man, a benevolent man-his proof of this, perhaps, 
being derived from an adventure of Mungo Park in one of the fishing villages of Africa-a sym-
pathetic man, a law-abiding man, and a man who is loyal to duty. He illustrates the latter point 
by reference to the :fishermen of Galilee, and incidentally eulogizes the :fisherman's wife by quoting 
instances where fish-women in France, England, and Italy have performed charitable deeds, or, 
tanding upon the sea-shore as evening approaches, chant melodies and listen until they hear 
answers from their bus.bands, who are guided by the sounds from their own villages. 
A study of the fishermen of North America forces one to the conclusion that the fishermen .are 
in all respects very similar to their neighbors on shore in the region in which they were born and 
educated. The crews of the cod and mackerel schooners of Massachusetts and Maine, when once 
they set their feet upon the shore, cannot be distinguished from their brothers and cousins who are 
clerks in the. shops and mechanics in their native villages. The ignorant and lawless natives of 
certain parts of the British Provinces may be precisely matched among the agriculturists of the 
same district, while the enterprising and skillful Provincials, who are in command of a large numbe1 
of vessels in the American fleet, are very little different from the better class of farmers and shop · 
keepers of their ol<l homes. The negroes, by whose strength the shad fisheries of the Southern 
rivers are carried on, are .not to be distinguished from other negroes of the same district; in fact, 
except during tlrn limited season of the fisheries, they are engaged in the same pursuits_ as their 
neighbors. The Portuguese fishermen retain the prejudices and habits of their native Azores. 
The Mediterranean fishermen, of whom so many are to be found on our Southern and Western 
coasts, might be transplanted with their boats to the coasts of Calabria, Greece, or the Balearic • 
Islands, and would there be at home. The Irishmen of Boston, with their sloop-cutters and primi-
tive fishing-tackle, are west-coast Irishmen still. All reta.in the peculiar mental characteristics of 
the districts iu which they were trained, though all are more or less broadened and developed by 
the greater freedom which they find in the United States. A large percentage, probably more 
than a half, of the number of those enumerated in this report as :fishermen are actually engaged 
in the :fisheries only a few months in the year, and at other times are occupied in farming or any 
other pursuits on shore. 
We refer here not to the crews of the fishing vessels belonging in the larger ports, but to 
many of the fishermen on the coast of Maine, and to almost all of those from Cape Cod southward, 
except the Connecticut fl hermen, who supply the markets of New York and Havana, a few men 
engaged in the market fl herie of the large Southern States, the oyster fishermen of the Chesa-
peake, and the ponge and oy ter fl hermen of the Gulf of Mexico, and the men who fish habitually 
for the San Franci co mark t. 
Th ti herm n of ew England are of pecial importance and intere t, since they correspond 
more clo ly to the prof ional fl hermen of Northern Europe and constitute the class usually 
tb u ·h of when the fi hcrm n f th United States are poken of. For them especially treatie 
t ri ar impo d, ancl from th ir rank the merchant marine is recruited. 
N AS CAPITA.LI TS AND MERCHANTS.-The ease with which the New England ft her-
me to th con tant ea-fari g Ufe, adapt him elf to changing circumstance , may be 
fr m th f c that a y o oft n b ndon fi bing nd enter 'ucce fully upon other pur-
l f th fl b ry ·a it Ii t of I u r and o b r fi ·bing ort are men who have b en 
a fi b 1 n. Thi, i. · al. tb · : , wi h th fi t r. of tb wb ling fleet in Southern w 
Eu r) n 1. Iu m 11 • I rt tll , 1n n · rr. · m in Jill ·ti n with th ir fi bin bu, in -. , a g .-11 r, 1 
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1bucantile bu iness. In Provincetown, for instance, all the principal shops are located upon the 
wharves, and are carri d on by the :fishery capitali ts. The banks and insurance companies in the 
fishing ports usually have many retired .fishermen upon the board of directors and other officers. 
Thousand of men from different parts of the coast have abandoned the fishing interest entirely, 
and have been succe ful in farming, in business, and in many other branches of industry. It has 
already been mentioned that a very large number o{ merchant vessels are officered by :fishermen. 
Many :fishermen have entered the Christian ministry and have been successful. . Mr. J obn J. Wat-
son, a well-known musician of New York City, who has met with considerable success npon the 
concert stage, began his career as a fisherman on a Gloucester schooner at the age o~ eight years, 
and continued fishing until after he had reached manhood.* 
· PATRIOTISM.-During the late war several companies of infantry were organized at Gloucester,' 
composed largely o.f :fishermen, and their record was excellent. Instances of this sort might be 
given by the page. 
PECULIARITIES.-The fisherman rarely acquires any peculiarities of carriage or address by 
which be can be distinguished from bis neighbors on shore. When he has left his vessel and 
assumed his" shore togs" no one would suspect him of being a sea-faring man. We speak here 
of the better men, whom we choose to regard as representatives of the class. Of course there are 
among fishermen many men who have the manners and appearance of common laborers, and who 
never change their costume or-mingle with men engaged in other pursuits. These are commonly 
men of foreign birth, whose peculiarities are those of their native country rather than those apper-
taining to their profession. 
A certain class of fishermen, however, must be excepted from these remarks. We refer to 
those men who are engaged in the shore :fishery from little boats, and who spend their lives in soli-
tude, fishing among the ledges near their homes. These men are seldom brought into contact with 
the world, and acquire peculiar mental traits, and in the course of dozens of years of solitude 
develop a bearing and physiognomy which ·mark them unmistakably as men of a peculiar class. 
These men are usually to be found upon isolated parts of the _coast, such as the Isles of Shoals, 
Block Island, No Man's Land, and isolated islands on the coast of Maine. 
Celia Thaxter, in ber charming little monograph of the Isles of Shoals, thus speaks of the car-
riage of the :fishermen: "Most of the men are more or less round-shouldered, and seldom upright 
. with head erect and shoulders thrown back. They stoop so much over the :fish-tables-cleaning, 
splitting, salting, packing-that they acquire a permanent habit of stooping." 
These same peculiarities of bearing were also noticeable among the Bank cod fishermen of the 
olden time, who were accustomed_ to fish over _ the rail of the vessel, and were consequently, for a 
large part of the time, in a stooping position.. The introduction of trawling has had the opposite 
tendency. The hauling of the trawls and the constant exercise in rowing the boats to and from 
the vessel bas a tendency to expand the chest and throw the shoulders back, so that the :fishermen 
are now upright, broad-chested looking men. The crews of the whaling vessels are also marked 
examples of a fine physique and good muscular development. 
The following paragraph from the book just quoted from describes very picturesquely the 
conditions and circumstances of the life of a boat :fisherman of the olden time: · 
'' Till Bennaye grew very feeble, every summer night he paddled abroad in his dory to fish 
for hake~ and lonely he looked, tossing among the waves, when our boat bore down and passed him 
with a hail which he faintly retur~ed as we plunged lightly through the track of the moonlight, 
young and happy, rejoicing in the beauty of the night, while poor Bennaye only counted his gains 
1' Fisherman's Memorial and Record Book, pp. 149-153. 
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in the gri Jy hake he caught, nor considered the rubies the light-house scattered on the waves, or 
how the moon prinkled down silver before him. He did not mind the touch of the balmy wind 
that blew acros his weather-beaten face with the same sweet greeting that so gladdened us, but 
:fl bed and :ti bed, watching his line through the short summer night, and when a blush of dawn 
tole up in the ea t among the stars wound up his tackle, took his oars, and paddled home to 
abbaye with hi booty-bis 'fare of fish,' as the natives have it. Hake-fishing after this pictur-
e que and tedious fashion is done away with now. The islands are girdled with trawls, which 
catch more :fish in one night than could be obtained in a week's hard labor by hand."* 
POWERS OF 0BSERV .A.TION.-The fishermen of the present day are, mentally, broader and more 
vigorous than those of former times. The management of the vessels requires more skill and 
presence of mind; the various labor-saving appliances in the rigging of the vessel, such as the 
patent windlass and the patent blocks, and various other contrivances of the same kind, have 
diminished the necessity for severe muscular exertion and the consequent exhaustion which, often 
repeated, must have a tendency to sluggishness of mind. The training, already described, through 
which a man must pass to become a successful :fisherman, in a very large degree strengthens the 
mental faculties and develops at the same time great readiness and promptness of thought. The 
isherman in a smaller vessel, to be successful, also needs to develop great powers of observation. 
to protect himself and his boat from sudden changes of weather, and to follow the changes in the 
habits and motions of the fish from one season of the year to another. Many :fi.Rhermen whom we 
have met have exhibited great aptness as observers of nature. 
FISHERMEN .A.S INVESTIG.A.T0RS.-We need only refer to the wonderful contributions to 
science which have been made by the :fishermen of the Gloucester fleet during the past three 
years, to demonstrate the interest which they have taken in matters which incidentally came 
under their observation. More than thirty Gloucester schooners have habitually for three years 
carried on their voyages a collecting-tank full of alcohol, in which they preserved every unusual 
species of animal which they obtained on their lines or from the stomachs of the fish as they 
dressed them. Their interest in the subject is an intelligent one, and they soon learn to discrim-
inate between species and to save only those things which they recognize to be novel. Our lists of 
donations by the :fishermen to the National Museum are published weekly in the Cape Ann papers. 
After specimens have been sent to Washington for identification they have anxiously awaited the 
letters which announce the result of their examination, and, after they have learned their names, 
adopt them into their vocabulary. They quickly become familiar with the English names which 
are applied to certain pecie , and in some instances adopt the Latin nomenclature. The curious 
fl h known to naturali ts by the generic name chimera, is also known to the :fishermen by the 
ame name. There are at lea t a hundred men in the Gloucester fishing fleet who keep track of all 
the new di coverie on the :ti bing bank , and are interested in learning the opinions of naturalists 
on the ubject. Wh n a ve 1 ha brought in a tank full of specimens, the majority of the crew 
f t n to fourteen men are inter ted in knowing about their identification. Such an intelligent 
int r t a thi , i by no mean confined to Glouce ter, for fishing vessels from several other ports 
He ting-tank . Some very important contribution to the natural bi tory of the men-
ha e for in tanc the i c ery of the fact that thi pecie feed upon floating crustaceans, a fact 
which h 1 g e n ought af er by trained naturali t , wa brought to light last summer by J. 
l ngi r of one of th menhaden teamer . One of the Connecticut ves el fishing 
h rl to market, h r ice in collecting. Certain fishermen have 
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attained a national reputation as observers: men like Capt. N. E. Atwood, of Provincetown, the 
success of whose course of twelve lectures on ichthyology before the Lowell Institute, of Boston, is 
a matter of record; Capt. U. S. Treat, of Eastport, Me., wbo was for several years employed by 
the Japanese Government to instruct their people in the methods of fishing; Simeon Chaney, of 
Grand Manan, N. B., and others whose powers of observation are no less remarkable, although they 
have not come so prominently into notice. In the investigation the results of which are detailed 
in the present volume, as well as in the previous work of the United States Fish Commission, cir-
culars containing from fifty to eighty questions have been sent out to fishermen all along the coast, 
and in this manner information has been sought regarding the general character of the fisheries of 
the coast, the natural history and methods of capture of the cod, the mackerel, the mullet, the 
menhaden, the lobster, and several other species. In few instances have the circulars failed to 
receive answers, a,nd in the archives of the Fish Commission may be found many thousands of pages 
of manuscript, written by the hands of fishermen, in which are given probably more important and 
previously unobserved facts concerning the natural history of these species than bad ever hitherto 
been brought to light by the labors of all the trained naturalists of America. The Fish Commis-
sion has published a report of over five hundred pages upon the natural history of the menhaden 
and the menhaden fisheries, the material for w bich was supplied in · large part by men engaged 
directly in the fisheries. A similar report, the material for which was obtainea in the same 
manner, has rec~ntly been published. In preparing the chapter on the whale fishery for this 
report it has been necessary to correspond with many retired whalers, and the answers have been 
explicit and satisfactory in the extreme, far ~ore so than answers to circulars relating to another 
subject which were sent out to sportsmen and professional men throughout the interior of the 
country. In fact, it is hardly possible to praise in sufficiently high terms the intelligent interest 
and the valuable cooperation which our :fishermen have everywhere · shown in the preparation of 
this report upon the :fisheries. They rarely withhold information, and almost without exception, 
even at great inconvenience to themselves, render every aid in their power. If space would allow, 
an interesting illustration of the intelligence of the men engaged in the American fisheries might be 
given by printing in full some of the letters in response to circulars. Not only do they convey in 
a very concise and intelligible manner the information which was sought for, but the language 
is strong, idiomatic English, the grammar and orthography are faultless, and the handwriting 
graceful and legible. 
In response to the invitation of the Commissioner of Fisheries, many fishermen of Gloucester 
and some from other ports have kept journals of their voyages, noting down the movements of 
their vessels, the locations of the fishing grounds as they change from day to day, and the peculiar-
ities in the movements of the fish which fall under their observation. 
There are before us at least thirty journals of this description, some 9f them covering a period 
of three or four years, and, in addition to discussing the points already mentioned, describing the 
peculiar methods of fishing employed by them. Many of these men, and many of the men on the 
menhaden steamers, have voluntarily kept records of the temperature of the water three times a 
day during the entire fishing season, appreciating the importance of placing up·on record informa-
tion of this sort for the use of those who are studying the habits of the fishes and methods for . 
improving the fisheries. The records received have, as a rule, been kept in an accurate and satis-
factory manner. 
Three or four representatives of the Fish Commission have been sent out upon long trips on 
board of fishing vessels to study the methods of the fisheries and the natural history of the regions 
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vi ited. Mr. Scudder went to Greenland on a three months' cruise; Mr. Osborne to the Grand 
Bank on a three months' crui e; Mr. Newcomb to the Western Bank on a three weeks' cruise. 
Other repre entatives of the Fish Commission have for three years been accustomed to visit almost 
every ve sel a it entered the harbor of Gloucester on its return from a fishing voyage, and the 
ame y tern of vi iting the vessels has been, to a less extent, carried on up~n every part of the 
coast; and, almost without exception, these gentlemen have been received with courtesy, all infor-
mation given them which they desired, and usually intelligent interest shown in the work in which 
they have been engaged. 
It is due to the fishermen to say that they gave their services without the offer or the hope of 
remuneration of any kind. A number of the fishermen of Grimsby, England, two or three years 
ago, kept logs of their voyages in a similar manner, but it was in consequence of offers of valuable 
pri~es. It is but fair to say, however, that many English fishermen and boatmen have manifested 
the same spirit of appreciation of scientific work to which we_ have just referred as having been 
displayed by the fishermen of the United States, and some of them, like Capt. David Gray, of 
Peterhead, have made for themselves excellent reputations as observers. 
ENTERPRISE.-The enterprise of the New England fishermen is strikingly manifested by the 
manner in which they stand ready to adopt new improvements in the methods of fishing. There 
are, of course, conservatives among them, but the most enterprising of the class are ready to adopt 
at once any device which seems to promise greater efficiency in the prosecution of their business. 
It is not in this place necessary to describe in detail the manner in which improvements have been 
brought about. We need only refer to the rapid an!1 general adoption of the patent windlass on 
the off-shore vessels; to the sudden changes from the old methods of drailing for mackerel to that 
of catching them with jigs, and again from that method to the use of the purse-seine; to the 
extensive and speedy adoption of steamers in the menhaden fishery; to the improvements which 
during the past one hundred years have been brought about in the model of the whale-boat, and 
within one-quarter of that time in that of the seine-boat; to the energetic manner in which gill-nets 
have been brought into use in the cod fishery, and the equally great improvements which have of 
late years been made in other fl heries. 
HARDIHOOD .A.ND DARING; SEA.M.A.NSHIP.-There is no hardier or more daring race of seamen m 
the world than the sailor fl hermen of New England. Their training begins at an early age and 
their constant occupation on board the boat and vessels soon gives them a perfect familiarity 
with the wave and the wind in all their I hases of manifestation. There is no coast upon which 
tlie wind and weather are more cbang able and more trying to the endurance and skill of the 
·eamen than that of .1.: ortb America from Florida to Davis' Straits. There are no fishermen in any 
oth r part f the world who v nture o far from the shore at all seasons and carry on their fisheries 
t large an extent in tq.e pe a, hundl'eds of miles from any harbor. Then, too, there is no 
e 1 which r quire uch kilJ and judgm nt in ~t management as the American schooner; 
n n which i p rbap , mor capa le of r markable achievements when properly managed, and 
n n which i m r liable t 1i a ter wh n iu the hand of the unskillful. In the same way the 
fa rit m ri n :ti. hin a tbe <l ry, i peculiar in it demand upon the pluck, strength, and 
k nn .- h i controlling it movemen~. Certain other boats, uch a the whale-
hich ar ex 1 ively u ed in c rtain branches of the American ::ti herie , 
r pr v nt i a ·t r in th ir u e, but quite a much in their proper and succe sfu1 
man, 1 1 b r gar d a he pecial developm nt of the inge-
xperi f th ft h rmen. In no in tance have the fl hermen of other 
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countries essentially modified, within the past century, the general form of their fishing boats and 
the appliances which belong to them. Exception should be made, perhaps, with reference to the 
introduction of ketch-rigged cutters and steamers into the fisheries of Northern Europe, remarkable 
progress having been made, especially by Great Britain, Germany, and Holland, during the past 
twenty-five years· in the adoption of fleeter and more manageable vessels for the herring, cod, and 
beam-trawl fisheries. The numerous labor-saving appliances, which may be found on board of the 
American fishing vessels and fishing boats, are, for the most part, peculiar to the United States. 
At the International Fishery Exhibition at Berlin, the contrast between the appliances of this 
kind in the European and· American exhibits was very noteworthy and was the subject of constant 
remark among the European fishermen who visited the American section. The demand for the 
speedy adoption of so many appliances in the rigging of vessels and boats may be fairly accounted 
for by the fact that our fishermen feel the necessity of every aid that can be rendered them in .the 
trying circumstances to which they are so often exposed. It. should also be mentioned that the 
necessity, ·which is especially felt by our fishermen, of attaining great speed for their :fishing vessels, 
bas led to the development of a high grade of seamanship, and has led also to the adoption of 
many labor-saving appliances, by the aid of which more sails and larger sails can be managed with 
ease and rapidity by ordinary crews. -
There can be no question that seamanship of a very high type is found among the fishermen. 
While many methods are common to the :fishing fleet and to the merchant fleet, the :fishing vessels 
are often obUged to execute maneuvers which would be impossible to the heavier vessels in the 
merchant marine. 
The :fishing vessels are smaller, sharper, and carry sails which are larger in proportion to the 
size of their hulls. They are, therefore, swif~er, and, as the :fishermen express it, '' handier.'' 
Relying upon the speed and ''handiness" of his vessel, the :fisherman takes greater risks in running 
for harbors in heavy weather and is consequently frequently exposed to emergencies which put to 
the utmost test his own seamanship and the stanchness and manageability of his vessei. 
Many of the most skillful masters of merchant vessels have been trained in the :fishing school; 
and during the late war between the States it was not unusual for :fishermen to enter the Navy and 
to rise to responsible positions. 
As might naturally be expected, the fishermen are courageous almost to a fault, both in the 
performance of ordinary duties and in rescuing men or vessels in peril. Some of the rescues 
accomplished by them will be mentioned in the chapter on public services. 
"Theirs is a life of toil," writes Mr. Procter, "and although fortune smiles upon them occasion-
ally and sends a good school of :fish, yet they spend hours and hours at the rail1 in._the bitter cold 
of winter, waitins- for a bite-' grubbing,' as it is termed-with a family at home, whom they love 
as well as any one loves his own; and the bread of this family depending upon the catch ?f fish. 
Oftentimes these fathers will lie awake at night in their ·berths, tossed up and down by the waves 
of Georges, each hoping that he may do well this trip for the sake of his loved ones who are in need 
of many things for their comfort. This is no fancy picture, but the earnest facts in the lives of the 
married .fishermen, who cannot stay at home in wint~r, because there is bread to win, and they must 
win it. Theirs is no holiday existence, hut a continued grappling with the elements, a struggle for 
life, with storm and old ocean in its anger to meet; and with pluck and daring they wring success 
from the very verge of the grave." 
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36. SUPERSTITIONS. 
THE CAUSES OF suPERSTITION.-It is customary among writers to give fishermen credit for an 
extraordinary amount of credulity and superstition. There are among the fishermen superstitious 
men, just a there are among thei~ kindred on shore; while, on the other hand, the more intelligent 
and practical men among them, especially those born in the United States, are, perhaps, among the 
least superstitious of men, certainly as little credulous as any class of sea-faring men. It is not 
unusual to find the master of a :fishing vessel, while humoring the prejudices of his crew, himself 
thoroughly incredulous as to the power of any supernatural influences over the movements of the 
ves el or the success of the voyage. 
Mr. J.P. Gordy thus writes concerning some of the superstitious notions among the Gloucester 
fl bermen: 
" I will not undertake to say to how many causes superstition may be due, but one cause, at 
least, every one will admit-a weakness of imagination and reason . . Whenever you find a mind 
too weak to form such a conception as law, you find a mind which, if left to itself, will be super-
stitious. The development of the religious notion may modify the form of the superstition, but 
with that I do not propose to deal, since it is at present among :fishermen in too varying proportions 
to make valid any conclusions that may be drawn therefrom. Now, in most circles of society the 
weaker miuds are not left to themselves. They borrow the opinions as they do the manners of the 
highest culture and the b~st intellects in the circles in which they move. Those pronounce super-
stitions ridiculous and they echo their laugh. Even then the thoughts in their minds answering 
to abstract terms have a grotesqueness that would deserve to be called superstitious had not that 
name come to indicate a peculiar class of grotesque ideas. Now fishermen are very emphatically 
left to themselves. They have as little culture, aii little contact with culture, as any class in the 
land. The most intelligent among them are prevented by their limited opportunities for inter-
course from wielding the influence which naturally belongs to power, and superstition, as a rule, is 
the natural result. This is especially so when you take into consideration another cause which 
works with peculiar force among fishermen. I think that among people whose mental structure 
incline them that way super titions are more or les prevalent according to the frequency with 
which they come in contact with variable and incalculable events. Superstitions are due, in part 
at least, to the cau e-seeking instinct; and when a new phenomenon appears, or an old one at times 
and under circumstance which cannot be predicted, this instinct demands satisfaction. Now, of 
all clas iu the world, fishermen deal with phenomena with the cause of which they are most 
thoroughly unacquainted. When and from what quarter the wind will blow; when and why fish 
will be abundant; why the cbool are large at some times and small at others-are questions they 
cannot an wer. The 'e are th facL which determine their uccess and upon which their observa-
tion i con tautly dir cted, and uule the fl herman has the balance of mind which enables a man 
of trengtlt to hold his judgment in ·u p n e, he is lik ly to a. sign. a cause which, if realized in 
hi ima in tion, i a.Imo t certain to e a uper tition. From the 'e three causes, therefore-their 
1 k of int llig nee and cultur , their lack of contact with th -e, and their constant ob ervation of 
irr gular fa ·t -fi ·h rm •n a cla are xtremely likely to b uper titious." 
i h ut further di cu ion a to th cau e of uper tition, we will con ider some of the most 
pread ·up r"tition - . uch a may b found ou any fi 'hing ve sel, and such a 
lw . · firml. beli v in hy m ny f tl ball peak particularly of the super ti-
fi berm n of European birth, o 
n the coa t of California, en tirel} 
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another class of superstition doubtless prevail, similar to or i_dentical with those current in the 
countries whence they came. 
The superstitions of the fishermen may be roughly classified into three groups: (1) Causes and 
indications of ill luck; (2) ·superstitions regarding the weather and other natural phenomena which 
may or may not relate to causes; (3) superstitious usages which have no special bearing upon the 
welfare of the fisherman. 
CAUSES A.ND INDICATIONS OF ILL LUCK.-A Jonah is any person, thing, or act which is sup-
posed to bring ill luck upon a voyage. It is characteristic of the fearlessness of the Gloucester 
fisherman and the energy with which he throws himself into his occupation .that these prejudices 
of ill luck are rarely applied to the fate of the vessel itself. Concerning this the men have but little 
anxiety, their whole interest being in the successful completion of the voyage. There are many 
kinds of Jonahs. 
Certain persons are often selected by the fishermen as Jonahs, being those men who have been 
unlucky in their fishing voyages. The belief in luck is very ~eep-seated. When a vessel is unlucky 
on one of its voyages some of the crew are pretty certain to leave and to ship on other vessels. In 
the course of constant changing from one vessel to another certain men chance for a number of 
successive voyages to ship on board of unsuccessful vessels. The '' ill luck" of these men soon 
becomes known among their comrades, and they are branded as Jonahs . . A man may be extremely 
successful for a number of years and later he may fail on a few voyages, and it is at once said of 
him that his luck has changed and that he has become a Jonah. Men are sometimes discharged 
from vessels because of their reputation as J onabs, although no other fault can be found with them. 
Sometimes when a vessel is unlucky the crew resort to a strange method·,of determinin_g the unlucky 
one. They induce the cook to put a nail or a piece of wood or coal in a loaf of bread, and the man 
who happens to get this is declared a Jonah. It bas been observed, however, that when the cook's 
verdict has been pronounced against a man who holds a good reputation as a fisherman and lucky 
man it bas little effect. ''Luck" is everythii1g, and no kind of divination will counteract its influ-
ence upon the reputation of its -happy posse_ssor. Sometimes the fisherman resorts to strange 
expedients to free himself from the odor of "ill lu~k" which clings to him. For instance, he will 
carry his bed-sack on deck and set it on fire, and fumigate himself thoroughly, for the purpose of 
exorcising t,he evil influence. 
Vessels sometimes get the reputation of being Jonahs. These vessels have considerable diffi-
culty in getting crews until their luck changes. They are sometimes withdrawn from the fish-
eries on this account. The schooner Florence, which was s<,ld from Gloucester to New London, and 
afterwards made exceedingly successful fur-sealing trips in the Antarctic Ocean, once had a bad 
reputation as a Jonah, which perhaps influenced her owners to. take her out of the fisheries. The. 
same vessel subsequently transported the Howgate expedition to Cumberland Sound. 
Certain articles of personal property or apparel are thought to ~e Jonahs. A man carrying 
a black valise or wearing white woolen stockings or blue mittens would find much difficulty in 
shipping on board of a Gloucester vessel. A black valise is regarded with special disfavor, and 
the almost universal use of white mittens and nippers is largely due to this common prajudice 
regarding color. It is not uncommon for the _more influential and skillful fishermen to carry with 
them some of these suspicious articles for the purpose of overcoming the prejudices of their asso. 
ciates, and tue influence of such men is having good effect. There are other kinds of Jonahs which 
are not so generally believed in. Some fishermen, for instance, think that it is a Jonah to make 
toy boats or models on board the vessel; orhers, that a fiddle or a checker-board is a Jonah; others, 
even 1 that it is a Jonah to leave a bucket half-full of water on deck, or to soak mackerel in a bucket, 
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aying that "so long as you soak them in a bucket you will never get enough to soak in a barrel." 
Some think it is a Jonah, when a vessel is coming to anchor on the Banks and is'' sticking out" her 
cable, to have a plice stop in the hawse-pipe, and it is frequently remarked by such that the vessel 
will not be successful in that berth, and the result will be that she will have to chang~ her position. 
It is al o thought, by a very few however, that it is a Jonah to have a dory, in leaving the vessel, 
turn round from right to left or iii a direction contrary to that of the sun. Some skippers think it 
i a Jonah to keep the vessel's deck clean when on the :fishing grounds, and they will allow only 
such cleaning as is absolutely necessary. Others,. on the contrary, are very particular in the matter 
of having their vessels kept clean. 
The prevalent belief in '' luck" has already been mentioned. Certain vessels and men acquire 
the enviable reputation of being the luckiest in the fleet, and it is· always thought. a piece of good 
fortune to be able to ship on board of such vessels or in company with such men. Certain articles 
also gain the reputation of bringing good luck. For instance, during the past two or three years, 
since the United States Fish Commission has been sending out collecting tanks full of alcohol on 
some of the vessels, it has come to be regarded by many of the :fishermen as a matter of good luck 
to have one on board. One of the most successful Gloucester skippers went out on a voyage in 
1880 without the tank which he had been accustomed to carry and was unsuccessful. Upon his 
return he came to the headquarters of the Commission and begged for a tank, saying that he would 
not, on any account, go out ~gain to the fishing grounds without collecting materials on board. 
Such instances as these are mentioned simply to indicate how great importance is given to little 
things, and to show how the superstitious instincts of these men lead them rapidly from one belief 
to another, while the general skeptical tendency of the age prevents any very strong and perma-
nent belief in any particular form of superstitution. 
UNLUCKY D.A.YS .A.ND .A.0TS.-The belief that Friday is an unlucky day still .holds among 
many of the :fishermen, but the old idea is fast dying out. A quarter of a century ago few 
Gloucester :fishermen would go to sea on a Friday, but at the present time little attention is paid 
to this ; and in this respect the fishing vessels are perhaps in advance of many vessels in the 
merchant marine and in the Navy. This revolution in opinions has been brought about simply 
through the influence of a few independent and determiued men. 
Certain acts are considered unlucky; for instance, to kill a "Mother Carey's chicken" or 
petrel. This superstition is also going out since many of the vessels during the past years have 
been obliged to kill these bird for bait. It is regarded unlucky by a great many :fishermen to 
drive a nail on Sunday. To combat thi idea certain skipper have been known to amuse them-
elve on that day when at sea by driving nails. It is unlucky to leave a hatch bottom. side up 
upon the deck; uch an act i suppo ell to be the possible cause of some future disaster to the 
ve el. 
ccid nt , too, are unlu ky and are ometime regarded as ufficient reasons for disaster. To 
l ta hat h fall down i t the bold i con idered e pecially unfortunate, while to break a looking-
,]a tron n t only to th ve el ut to the per on, family, and friends of the man who i the 
o th br kag .• 
i very wide- pread on 
v •n year hard luck." It will be se n that tbi b li f 
tition , ith w ich they are credited, is doubtle s borrowed 
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BELIEFS REGARDING NATURAL PHEN0MEN.A..-Among fishermen we find the ordinary 
bcUefs regarding the influence of changes of the moon upon the weather. The :fisherman, like 
any other sailor, will often whistl for a wind or wi11 ~tjck his knife into the aft side of the mast to 
insure a fair wiud. The fishermen observe carefully the direction of shooting-stars, thinking that 
the wind will come from the direction toward which the stars shoot. There is a common belief in 
Maine that the flood-tide brings in a wind, that the wind is likely to die out with its ebb, also that 
it is more likely to rain on the ebb than on the flood; and this belief is more or less common all 
along the New England coast. In Main0 the fishermen believe that children are always born when, 
the tide is at the full and die when it is ebbing, and that only at this latter stage of the tide do 
deaths occur. 
When the sun "sets up its backstayst Qr "draws water" in the morning, it is a sign of foul 
weather; at night, of fair weather; "sun-dogs," or parhelia, indicate foul weather. 
When the wind backs, or veers from right to left or against the sun, it is believed that it will 
not continue steady; This belief is so common among seamen that an old distich tells us that: 
When the wind backens against the sun 
Trust it not, for back it'll run. 
If the wind moderates with the setting of the sun, it will rise again when the sun rises. 
The peculiar appearance in the water which the fishermen describe as "a crack in the water,'' 
seen in calm weather, is the sign of an easterly wind. 
The fire of St. Elmo, the '' composants" ( corpo santo ?), as the fishermen call it, is regarded as 
a natural phenomenon. It is believed to rise higher upon the mast as the storm increases, and at 
the culmination of the storm to reach the highest point on a vessel's spars or rigging. 
Backing winds are generally followed by unsettled weather; hauling winds are thought to 
indicate settled weather. 
The following are old saws of general prevalence: 
Mackerel sky and mares' 'tails, 
Make lofty ships carry low sails. 
Rainbow in the morning, 
Sailors' take warning; 
Rainbow at night, 
Sailors' delight. 
Evening red, and morning gray, 
Is a sure sign of a pleasant clay ; 
But evening gray and morning reel, 
Will bring down raiu upon your bead. 
If the morning is marked by an easterly glin, 
'rhe evening will bring rain to wet your skin. 
If in the southwest you see a smurry sky, 
Douse your flying kites, for a storm is nigh.* 
Some of these beliefs concerning the weather doubtless have more or less foundation in fact, 
and are based on a close observation of results growing out of natural causes, though the " weather-
*Ou the east coast of the United States and British North American Provinces storms generally follow more or 
less closely the direction of the Gulf Stream, which, north of Cape Hatteras; closely approximates to a northeast 
course. Therefore, an easterly or northt·asterly storm '' begins to leeward," as the :fishermen say; that is, it gradua11y 
moves to the northeastward, notwithstanding the wind may be blowing heavily from that direction. As a result, the 
first indication of a storm, particularly in winter, is generally noticed in the changes that appear in the sky to the 
south and westward. If the sky assumes a hazy, greasy look-called'' smurry" hy the fishermen-with small patches 
of leaden or inky clouds, a storm is imminent; here lies the force of this distich. The same rule applies to the first 
distich in regard to the "easterly glin ;" since, if the morning sky is specially clear in the east, so as to form a glin, it 
is generally thick with an approaching storm in the opposite direction.-J. W. C. 
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wi e" observers may not always be able to explain the relation between the "signs" and the 
change which they predict. 
SUPERSTITIOUS usAGEs.-Some fiE!hermen will not have their h~ir cut except when the moon 
is increasing in size, fearing that otherwise their hair will fall out. This idea, which is akin to the 
common one found throughout the rural districts of the Eastern and Middle States that animals 
killed in the waning of the moon will shrink when cooked, is by no means peculiar to the fisher-
men. The fishermen of former days, like other sea-faring men, were accustomed to wear ear-rings 
to improve their eye-sight; but this custom is almost, if not entirely, extinct among the American-
born fishermen. Once in a while a veteran is still to be found with the picturesque old ear-rings 
in his ears. The European fishermen of California and the Southern States still adhere to this 
practice. Some fishermen carry potatoes in their pockets as a preventive of rheumatism, and wear 
nutmegs round their necks to cure scrofulous or other humors. These usages a.re also shared by hup.-
dreds of thousands of our shore population, who carry in their pockets the '' lucky-bones" of fishes, 
certain bones of animals, as well as horse-chestnuts and other vegetable products as prophylactics. 
Many of the Roman Catholics among the :fishermen of course wear amulets as personal safeguards. 
A fisherman who has wounded his fin,ger with a fish-hook will immediately stick the hook into a 
piece of pine wood, thinking that he thus may hasten the cure of his wound. Warts are supposed to 
be removed by counting them and pronouncing over them a certain formula of words. In dressing 
codfish, some fishermen always save the largest fish to dress last. It is a very common custom 
to nail a horse-shoe on the end of the bowsprit for good luck. Among the French Canadians em-
ployed on our fishing vessels there are a few who still retain their ancestral belief in spirits and 
fairies; and the Scotch and Scandinavians and others have brought over with them the folk-lore 
of their fatherland. They soon become ashamed of talking about such beliefs. Whatever their 
private opinions may be, they seldom refer to them after having been associated for a few years 
with their unpoetical and skeptical shipmates. 
A curious cm1tom is found on many of the cod vessels, especially those of Cape Ood, connected 
with the process of dressing the fish. After a fish has been decapitated, its body is passed by the 
header to the splitter. If the body till exhibits signs of life, the splitter will usually ask the 
header to kill the fish, which he does by a blow upon the back of the skull. This act, performed 
upon the evered head, is supposed to have an immediate effect upon the body, which is in the 
hands of another man. A Gloucester fishing captain of thirty years' experience, who sits near us 
while we write, remark : "It is a singular thing, but it is surely true, that when the head is treated 
in this manner the body alway straighten out." 
37. DIALECT. 
PECULIARITIES OF DliLECT.-Among the native-born fishermen of New England, particu-
larly th of th rural cli trict' of Cape Cod and Maine, a very pure, forcible English dialect is 
· k u. Th · iuhabit nt of tlli · regiou retain the peculiar mode of expression in use among their 
Enrrli h an. · t r , who came t thi · country two hundred years or more ago. It is estimated that 
p r · ut. of th, inhabit ut of p C d at the pre ent day are lineal de cendants of English 
· tled th t wn · of that di trict between 1620 and 1750, aud the percentage is 
pr u. lly a · gre t, if n t larg l', n the coa t of Maine. A i well known, very many of the 
En°li h irnmig -aut th•· r <Ti n w r m n f education and good family. A· a con equence 
th n r h f tht hor p I ul ti n ·i d of the ft herrn n b longing to those di tricts i pure, 
'di tr or l ·, or , orcl which were in corumou u · in England 
b ol te in tb dictionarie , are till in u e among 
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them. Tber i now in pr par ti n, inc nn ti n with the work of the United States Fish Com-
mission, a dictionary f word an<l phr, in u e a1 ng the fl. hermen of the United States, 
which, when publi -he<l, will aff rd mu ·b ni:: terial d · rving of the attention of philologists. There 
arA many xpre ive words and phra , in u e am ng the fi hermen-the. technical. language of 
their handicraft applied to the op ration of daily life-which are full of meaning to those who 
know enough of fi.slling to understand them. Various names for tools and operations connected with 
their trade have been coined by them which are peculiar and have never found place in _diction-
aries. Slang is, as might be expected, very popular, and the slang phras_es invented by the news-
paper paragrapher, the negro minstrel, and the actor in the variety theater are as current among 
them as in the streets of our towns and villages. The ordinary professional slang of seamen is 
also prevalent among them, its vocabulary being greatly increased by slang used only by the 
fishermen themselves. 
l\1r. Uharles Nordhoff, in a collection of short stories published under the title "Cape Cod and 
.All Along Shore," bas given excellent illustrations of the Cape Cod dialect, p3:rticularly that of 
Chatham, Harwich, and the neighboring towns, the t,ruthfulness of which is all the more apparent 
when compared with the dialect in Miss McLean's "Cape Cod Folks." "Peter Gott, the Cape .Ann 
Fisherman," a story by ·Dr. Joseph Reynolds, is also a treasury of good old Cape .Ann language. 
The "Fisherman's Own Book," the "Fisherman's Memorial and Record Book," and "The Fisher-
man's Song Book," three little volumes published by Procter Brothers of Gloucester, · c~ntain many 
verses in dialect. 
The following lines by Hiram Rieb, of Gloucester, represent a fairly satisfactory attempt-per-
haps the most succe~sful yet made-to record the dialect of the fishermen ~f the · olden time_: 
THE SKIPPEHi-HERMIT. 
For thir-ty year, come herrin'-time, 
Through many kind o' weather, 
· The "Wren" an' me have come an' gone, 
An' held our own together. 
Do' know as she is goo_d as new, 
Do' know as I am, Ii tither; 
But she is truer'n kit' an' kin, 
Or any but a mother. 
They're at me now to stay ashore, 
But while we've hand an' tiller, 
She'll stick to me an' I to her,-
To leave tbe "Wren" would kill her. 
My feet have worn the deck; ye see 
How watches leave their traces, 
An' write on oak an' pine as plain 
As winters on our faces I 
But arter all is said an' done, 
There's somethin' sort o' human 
About a boat that takes at last 
The place o' child and woman; 
SEO IV--5. 
An' yet when I have seen some things-
Their mothers let me toss 'em-
My boat, she seemed a barnacle 
'Longside a bran-new blossom. 
Sometimes to -me the breeze off-shore 
Comes ou.t upon the water, 
As if it left the grave of her-
No wife to me n_or daughter. 
Lor! if I knowed where _green or Iio 
The turf is sweet above her, 
I'd buy a bit o' ground there,-wide 
As a gull's wirigs would cover. 
We know the-tricks o' wind an' tide 
T-hat mean an' make disaster, 
An' balk 'em, too-the "Wren"- an' me-
Off on the 01' Man's Pastur'. 
Day out an' in tJ1e _black:fi.sh there 
Go wabblin' out an' under, 
An' nights -we watch the coasters creep 
From light to light in yonder. 
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An' then ag'in we lay an' lay 
Off W onson's Cove or Oakses-
N one go by our compass-light, 
· Nor we by other folkses. 
Ashore, the ball-room winders shine 
Till weary feet are warnin', 
But here an' there's a sick-room light 
That winks away till mornin'. 
An' Sundays we go nigher in, 
To hear the bells a-ringin',-
I aint no hand for sermons, you, 
But singin's allers singin'. 
The weathercocks-no two agree-
Like men they arg' an' differ, 
While in the cuddy-way I set . 
An' take my pipe, an' whiff her. 
My pipe-eh! p'isont mighty s-1-o-w; 
It makes my dream.in' clearer, 
Though what I fill it with now-days 
Is growin' dearer 'n' dearer. 
I takes my comfort when it comes, 
Then no lee-lurch can spill it, 
An' if my net is empty, Lor'! 
Why, how can growlin' fill itT 
.An' so we jog the hours away, 
The gulls they coo an' tattle, 
Till on the hill the sundown red 
Starts up the drowsin' cattle. 
The seiners row their jiggers by; 
I pull the slide half over, 
An' shet the shore out, an' the smell 
Of sea-weed sweeter'n clover. 
The following sketch, quoted from a Boston newspaper, contains a fair example of the :fisher-
man's dialect: • 
"' Wall, you, I see another :fisherman has gone down,' said a rugged, weather-beaten veteran 
of the sea to a reporter who, as was his wont, ha,d invaded the quarters of the old salt near Com-
mercial wharf. The sp~aker sat on an upturned keg, and had just :finished reading the account of 
the losE? of the Maud S., which had gone down near Half-Way Rock, off Portland Harbor, not long 
before. 
"' It's cur'ous. Sometimes a vessel '11 go down's easy's nothin', 'n' then agin she'll live whar 
you wouldn't say th' wus a ghost of a show. Now, thar was the Rattler, pitchpoled over the 
shoals off Cape Ann at midnight, some thirteen years ago, in a gale of wind, 'n' come right side up 
'n' got into port safe with every man on board,' and the old man paused and patiently waited for 
the usual-
,,' How was that, cap'n t' 
"With a preparatory 'wall,' while a satisfied look overspread his face, the captain continued: 
"' One of the wust shoals on the New Englun' coast is 'bout twenty-two league off Cape Ann, 
called Cashe's Shoals; yet fur all that th'r ain't much said 'bout 'em, which I never could explain, 
fur more ve sels uv gone down thar than on any shoal of the same size along the coast.' 
"' Row large are the hoal 
'''Wall, ailin' eith r idea quarter 'v a mile an' you're in sixty or seventy fathom, but right 
on the shoal , which i only a few rod aero s, the water ain't much over twenty feet deep. Why, 
it's so shaller I've se n kelp growin' up on top o' the water, an' when thar's a .blow an' tbe big 
ea come rollin' in thar' · I've een 'em-a hundred feet choppin' down on the bottom-I tell you 
it' cruel. :r o hip could live thar in a storm, an' only smaller vessels can go over in calm weather. 
all, the attler, a I a a peakin' of, wus comin' 'long down the coast from Newf'n'land 
load d with frozen heITi '.· The night wu a black on~, 'n the cap'n was off his reck'nin'. Least-
are truthfully d cribed. The Rattler, while returning to Gloucester from a voyage to 
, . .' wfonndl nd, in January, l 7, as ovt,rtaken by a furious gale in the vicinity of Cashe's Ledge. She was struck 
Y ah avy a, thrown on her m nda or rolled over, and finally righted with the loss of both masts. She arrived 
in Glonc r a f, w days ht r. 
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ways, fust thing any one knowed, a big sea lifted the vessel an' pitched her formrd. She struck her 
nose on the bottom, an' just then another big one struck her fair in the stern, an' lifted it clean over 
the bow; her masts struck an' snapped off, an' sbe went over the shoals an'- floated in deep water 
on the other side, fair an' square on her keel, with both masts broke off to 'ithin fifteen feet <>' 
the deck.' 
"'Where were the crew!' 
''' Oh, they were down below. They said it was all over afore they knew what was up; they 
didn't sense it at all at first. They said, all it was they was settin' thar 'n then,' illustrating by a 
motion of the hand toward the ceiling and back to the floor; 'they struck the deck 'n then came 
down agin all in a heap on the floor. They got up on the deck, kind o' dazed like, an' tbar she 
wus, a complete wreck.' 
"' How about the man at the helm 1' 
,, 'Oh, he was lashed. But he said arterwerds, when he felt the old craft spinnin' over, he 
thought it was all over with hitn. He held on ter the wheel fur dear life an' never lost his grip; 
but I tell you that's a tremendous strain on a man.' And the old captain clenched bis large mus-
cular hands as if he thought he, too, for a time, was being subjected to the ·same strain. 'He wus 
pretty nigh gone; but they unlashed him, took him down below, and did for him all they could. 
Arter they got into port, he was laid up fur a long time, but ~nally come round all right' 
" ' How did they mana,ge to get into port witli their vessel ~ wreck 1' 
" 'They had a fair wind, the current was in their favor, ·an' they finally fell in with a ve_ssel 
that towed 'em in all right. That was the nar'rest 'scape I ever heerd of fur a vessel.' 
" ' Their good angels were watching over the crew that night, sure. ~f any one but you, cap-
. tain, had told me that story I must say. I should have doubted it.' 
" ' Wall, you needn't doubt it, for it's gospel tmth, an' the man who owned the vessel was · -
Andrew Leighton, of Glo'ster, an' the cap'n who sailed her was named Bearse.' And the veteran 
fish-dealer brought down his clinched hand upon an ice-chest that stood within reach with an 
emphasis that settled all debate more effectually than the most successful gag-law ever put in 
practice by the most astute politician." 
DIALECT OF MARBLEHEAD FISHERMEN.-The first settlers of Marblehead came from the south 
of England, and many of them from the Guernsey and other channel islands, and the ·peculiarities 
of the dialects of their ancestors are still observable in this old town. Roads, in his History of 
Marblehead, says : 
"So broad and quick was their pronunciation, and so strange were the idioms characterizing 
their speech, that a native of the town was known wherever he went. _Nor was this peculiarity 
confined to any class or condition of men residing in the town. All shared it alike, of whatever 
rank or condition in life. The words were clipped off very shortly, and in some sections there was 
a slight difference in the dialect noticeable. The 'Cuny Lane' people always dropped the 'h' in 
speaking, and their vernacular was much like that of a cockney Englishman, in addition to that 
which betrayed them 'to the manner born.' 
"Hardly a family in the olden time escaped with a correct pronunciation of its name. The 
name of Crowninshield became 'Grounsel ;' Orne was transformed to 'Horne; Trefry was variously 
pronounced 'Duvy ,' 'Tevy,' 'Trevye,' and 'Trefroy ;' Quiner became 'Coonier ;' Florence was clipped 
to 'Flurry,' and Thrasher was abbreviated to 'Trash.' · 
"So accustomed were many of the inhabitants to the cognomen by which they were known that 
in some instances they did not recognize their own names when called by them. An instance of 
this kind is related in the 'Life and Letters of Judge Story,' who was a native of the town. Once 
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while he was trying a case in the circuit court, in Boston, tlle clerk called out the name of one of 
the jury as .Michael Treflrey (it being so spelt). No answer was given. Again he was called, an~ 
still there was silence: 'It is very strange,' said the clerk, 'I saw that man here not two minutes 
ago.' 'Where d()es he come from!' asked the judge. 'Marblehead, may it please your _honor,' 
said the clerk. 'If that's the case,' said the judge, 'let me see the list.' The clerk handed it up to 
him. He looked at the same a minute and, handing back the list, said, 'Call Mike Trevye' (throw-
ing the accent on the last syllable). 'Mike Trevye,' called the clerk. 'Here,' answered a gruff 
voice. 'Why did you not ·answer before~' asked the clerk. 'Treffrey is no way to pronoun<;e my 
name,' said the juryman; 'my n·ame is Mike· Trevye, as the judge knows.' 
"Another anecdote to the same purpose is related in the work: 'On one occasion, when some 
of our fishermen were in court to settle a mutiny which had taken place on the Grand Banks (of 
Newfoundland), one, on being called to state what he knew, said that the skipper and one of his 
shipmates had .what he called a 'jor of ile.' The presiding judge in. vain endeavored to get a more 
intelligible answer, an<l finally Judge Story was called upon, as usual, to act as interpreter to his 
townsman, which he did, telling the court that a 'jor of ile' in the Marblehead dialect was 'a jaw,. 
a while,' which, being interpreted, meant that the two men abused each other grossly for so~e time. 
"Though the dialect once so general among the people is now almost extinct, there are many 
words used occasionally to know the meaning of which would puzzle a stranger. Often when any 
of the natives feel cold or chilly they will say they are 'crimmy.' If they lose their way in the 
dark and become confused or bewildered, they will say that they were 'pixilated.' In speaking 
of the ceiling of a room many of the older people still call it 'plancbment.' When a lady on 
examining a piece of sewing finds that it is carelessly or improperly done, it is not unusual for her to 
call the work a 'frouch.' When food bas been improperly cooked it is spoken of as 'cautch.' When 
very angry for any reason it is a common occurrence to hear some one exclaim, ' Squeal 'im up!' 
'Squeal something at him!' or 'He ought to be squealed up!' which being interpreted means, 
'Throw something at him!' 'He ought to be stoned!' 'Stone him!' A crumb or a small piece of 
anything is called a 'grummet,' and a sulky or ill-natured person is said to be 'grouty.'" 
FISHERMEN OF ·GR.A.ND M.A.N.A.N.-A writer in the Gloucester Telegraph of July 16, 1870, says: 
" The :fishermen of Grand Manan have a patois of their own. When one of them speaks of 
his 'brush' you do not at first suspect that he refers to his hair. His boots are 'stompers,' 
while his knife is a 'throater,' and his apron a 'barvil.' Bis book is a 'dragon,' and his boats 
'pinkies,' 'pogie ,' and 'jigger .' He counts time by the tide, and covenants with the parson to 
marry him to Suke about ' lack water.' The various preparations of fl.our and meal are known 
as ':fi h- mother,' 'duff,' and 'joe-fl.ogger '; bard bread and apples are 'grunt.' He applies 
' he' to everything, from hi wifi to a cart-wheel or clock." 
38. LITERARY TASTES. 
Through the great abundance of ch ap publication , at the present day, the :fishermen are 
enabl d to provide them elv with lit rary entertainment at small cost. The liability of having 
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bas largely taken their place, although some are still sold. The following are the weekly papers 
taken by Glouce ter new dealers and read mostly by the :fishermen: New York Weekly, 100 copies 
per week; Saturday Night, 90 copies per week; Fireside Companion, 90 copi~s per wee~; New 
York Ledger, 70 copies per week; Police News, 55 copieR per week; Family Story Paper, 50 copies 
per week; Yankee Blade, 25 copies per week; Harper's Weekly, 20 copies per week; Frank Les-
lie's Illustrated, 20 copies per week·. About 350 copies of the Oape .Ann .Advertiser are sold to the 
fishermen; some daily papers, when the fleet is in port, for home reading; and about 1,000 copies 
year1y of dime novels and cheap Ubrary stories, such as make up Seaside Library." 
It is by no means unusual to find on board fishing vessels some of the choicest books in the 
English language-history, poetry, and biography. 
Dickens' works are very popular among many of the fishermen; Shakespeare, Byron, Cowper, 
and .Abbott's "Life of Napoleon" are among the works which we. ourselves have seen on vessels. 
Philanthropists might secure a very great influence over the fishermen of Gloucester and other 
ports by systematically supplying the vessels with a small library of well-selected hooks, or, better 
still, by establishing for the use of the fishermen a well-planned circulating-library. The :fishermen 
are meu of active minds, and many of them have refined and studious tastes. Such a library 
should be in the charge of some person who could help the fishermen in selecting their books, and . 
who would take pains to stimulate their interest in literary subjects. 
In Gloucester alone are ovei; four thousand men, half of whom, at least, would doubtless 
rejoice greatly over the posse~sion of some such facilities for mental improvement. 
39. MORALS AND RELIGION. 
The question of morals and religion is extremely difficult to discuss. The fishermen are, 
doubtless, on an average, far superior in moral character to other classes of sea-faring mf'n. In 
large ports, like Gloucester, whither flock the discontented, the disgraced, and the ne'er-do-wP-11s, 
as well as the most enterprising and ambitious of the young men from the whole coast, there is, of 
course, less attention paid to the question of morals than in rural communities, and the general 
moral tone of the fishiug classes is below the average for the whole coast. There are, however, in 
Gloucester hundreds of men of upright cbara,cter and unimpeachable veracity, and hundreds more · 
whose character for honesty and truth is unquestioned, but whose views upon other moral ques-
tions migbt be suQject to criticism. There are very few indeed of the men ·in the Gloucester 
·fleet who may properly be called religious. The very fact that they are at sea during all months 
of the year, aud unable to give attention to any subjects except th~se directly connected with their 
occupation, accounts for tbe fact that fewer of them are identified with religious orga,nizations than 
in the smaller towns, where the fishermen are on shore for at least half the year, and are sur-
rounded by influences which would lead them to such association. 
OBSERVANCE OF THE S.A.BB.A.TH.-The obserrnnce of the Sabbath is practically obsolete 
among tbe :fishermen of Gloucester, when on the fishing grounds; tho~gh when tlley are making a 
passage to and from port it is not customa,ry to perform any work except that which is necessary 
for the management of the_ vessel. There are, however~ a few G lom·ester fishermen who observe 
the Sabbath, a practice which is almost universal among the :fishermen of Cape C6d and the smaller 
ports of Massachusetts, and some of those of Maine. It is believed that the captai.ns of vessels 
'from certain portions of Cape Cod would lose their commands, or would at least suffer much da.mage 
to their reputation as respectable citizens, if they were known to fish on Sunday. When -the vessels 
arc in port, Sunday is very generally observed everywhere along the coast of New England. The 
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families of our :fishermen are almost always identified with some religious sect, and the churches 
of fishing ports are as well supported as those in any other section of the country.* In the whaling 
fleet where, as a rule, morality among the men is at low ebb, Sunday is rarely observed. It is .a 
matter of history, however, that during the present century the masters of several whalers sailing 
from the eastern end of Long Island, although they came in with full cargoes of oil, lost their 
commands because they would not go in pursuit of whales on Sunday. 
At two successive annual meetings, those of 1880 and 1881, the United States Menhaden Oil 
and Guano Associations unanimously passed a resolution to the effect that the steamers and ·other 
vessels belonging to members of this association should not be allowed to fish on Sunday. 
Shore fishing is almost entirely suspended on Sunday in New England, and it is believed 
that the same practice is prevalent throughout the whole length of the Atlantic coast, extending 
even to the shad :fishermen of the rivers. In fact, many of the laws which have been framed for 
the protection of shad in our rivers, provide a close time every week, from sunset Saturday 
night to sunrise Monday morning, taking advantage of the well-known practice of refraining from 
fishing on the Sabbath day. 
The shad :fishermen of the Saint John's River, Florida, fish on Sundays, though there is a 
general sentiment against this practice among the fishermen .who are forced into it by the example 
of one or two of the most powerful capitalists. 
PROFANE LANGU.A.GE.-The use of profane language is extremely prevalent among fi~hermen, 
and there are but very few vessels from any part of the coast on which oaths are not constantly 
heard; particularly is this so on Gloucester vessels. A few of the masters are oppo~.ed to the 
practice and endeavor to restrain it, but ordinarily no effort is made in this direction. Almost as 
common is the use of vulgar and indecent words. The atmosphere of the fishing vessels is full of 
coarse language, and the ears of young fishermen become so habituated to it that, not being 
.. One said to him, "Well, Jud, how many :fish have they caught to-day at Starf" Jud looked askance, and 
answered like one who did not wish to be trifled with, "We don't go a,-:fishing Sundays."-Thaxter's Isles of Shoals, 
1873, p. 102. 
'' While Mr. Brock resided at the Shoals he persuaded the people to enter into an agreement that, besides the 
Lord's day, they would spend one day in every month together in the worship of God. On a cerlain day, which, by 
their a~reement, was to be devoted to the exercises of religion, the :fishermen ca.me to Mr. Brock :md requested that 
they might put by their meeting that day and go a-fishing, because they had lost many days by the foulness or the 
weather. He pointed out to them the impropriety of their request, and endeavored to convince them that it would 
be far better for them to stay at home and worship God, according to their agreement, than to go a-fishing. Not-
withstanding bis remonstrance, however, :five o:µly consented to stay at home, s,nd thirty determined to go. Upon 
this, Mr. Brock addres ed them thus: 'As for you, who are determined to neglect your duty to God and go a-fishing, 
I 8ay -unt:> you, catch fah if you can. • But as for you, who will tarry and worship the Lord Jesus Christ, I will pray 
unto Him for you that yon may catch fah till you are weary.' Accordingly, the thirty who went from the meeting, 
with all their skill, caught throurrh the whole day but four :fishes, while the :five who tarried and attended divine 
service, afterward went out and cau,,.ht five hundred. 
"To a poor mau who h, <l lo t hi boat in a storm Mr. Brock said, 'Go home, honest man; I will mention the 
matt r to the Lord; you will have your boat again to-morrow.' Mr. B., now considering of what consequence this 
mat r, th t med so 81Dall oth rwi e, might be among the untractable :fishermen, made the boat an article of his 
pr yers, and beholcl, on the morrow the poor mnxi came to him rejoicing that his boat was found, the anchor of 
another v 1 th. t as und ignedly ca.-Jt upon it having strangely brought it op from the unknown bottom, where 
it h d 
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accustomed to more refined discourse, they think nothing whatever of it and see no impropriety 
in its use. 
TRUTHFULNESS: sool.AL VIOES.-Concerning other virtues, such as tru~hfulness, honesty, 
and general reliablity, :fishermen do not appear to have any special peculiarities, but it is believed 
that they will compare favorably with other men of similar grades in society. 
Social vices are much less common among :fishermen than among other sea-faring men, except 
in the largest ports; the morality of the communities to which :fishermen belong is J,lnim-
peachable, or, at· least, will compare favorably with those of any other section of the c~untry, 
while in the larger towns the social evil .is by no means so prominent as in the manufac_turing 
towns. There are, of course, depraved men among the :fishermen whose vicious instincts are 
increased by the irregular character of their occupation, but a large majority of the :fishermen, 
even of Gloucester, are pure in their morals. 
The laxity of morals, which is often attributed to certain classes of our :fishermen and to the 
provincial ports which they visit, in connection with their cruises upon the off-shore banks, is 
believed to be very much exaggerated. Outside of the larger ports, as has been stated, there is 
but little in the practice of the men upon the :fishing vessels-which can be criticised by those who 
are familiar with their habits. 
INT0XIO.A.TING DRINKS.-In most of the :fishing towns along the coast spirits cannot be obtained 
upon any pretext whatever, except in the large cities which incidentally engage in fishing. There 
is no fishing port except Gloucester in which :fishermen, or indeed any strangers, would not find 
extreme difficulty in obtaining intoxicating liquor. In Gloucester strenuous efforts have been made 
to overthrow the liquor traffic, both by prohibition laws and license laws, and it cannot be said that 
liquor is there freely sold, although those who are familiar with the town have but little difficulty 
in obtaining it. Drunkenness is not a v~ce to which :fishermen are addicted. 
In the chapter upon '' Life on shipboard," allusion is made to the custom, once universally 
prevalent, of carrying a supply of rum on Massachusetts vessels, and it was no less common for 
the shore :fishermen to carry their jugs with them when they went out · in their boats upon the 
fishing grourrds. This custom has become obsolete to such an extent that the shipping articles 
of every fishing vessel require that "no ardent spirits shall be carried on board," and many 
Gloucester shippers are so opposed to intemperance that they promptly discharge men who are 
known to have been guilty of drunkenness. The medicine-chest is not supplied with liquor, even 
though the use of so important a restorative would perhaps frequently to be attended with good 
results. It seems as if public sentiment were somewhat too radical when it forbids to the.fishing 
vessels the privilege of carrying a small supply of spirits for use in cases of exhaustion. Many 
experienced men, however, agree that such benefits are more than counterbalanced by the evils 
that would result from the. practice of carrying even the smallest quantity of intoxicating spirits 
on board of our fishing vessels where discip1ine is so entirely absent as it is at the present time. 
Much trouble is caused by the !ree sale of liquor in_ the ports of·Newfoundland, where our cod 
:fishermen frequently make harbor, and until within a few years the same difficulty has been met 
with in the ports of Nova Scotia and Cape Breton. At the present time prohibitory laws are there 
enforced with great strictness, and nowhere save in Halifax and some of the other large ports can 
liquor now be bought. In ports where liquor is sold, vessels are often detained on account.of men 
wha get drunk and refuse to go on board, or become involved in brawls. 
The" temperance reform" in Gloucester in 1876 seems to have had a wide-spread influence 
among the :fishermen-an influence which is felt to the present day. The local papers for some 
months were full of the subject. In the Cape Ann Advertiser of February 25, 1876, is printed a 
72 FISHERMEN OF THE UNITED STATES. 
list of twenty-two ves~els from Gloucester, manned entirely by temperance men. On the 3d of 
March a grand reception was given by the "Reynolds Temperance Reform Club," of Gloucester, 
and in the street procession four bundre<l George's fishermen marched. 
· The oystermen of the Chesapeake are, as has already been remarked, lawless and quarrelsome, 
and the same characteristics are met witn among the other fishermen of the same region, many of 
whom are engaged in the oyster fisheries part of thc,3 year, in tbe shad fishery in the spring, and 
the menhaden fishery in summer. Conflicts occasionally occur between :fishermen from different 
sections. The war between the Maryland and Delaware fishermen in 1876 was .a serious affair, 
resulting in fajuries to several men. 
40. THE FISHERMEN'S LIFE ASHORE. 
HOME LIFE.-The home life of the fishermen has already been partly described under the brad 
of education. In Gloucester, p_erbaps from twenty-five to thirty per __ cent. of the fishermen are 
married and have homes of their own, while in other fishing-ports the percentage of married men 
is still greater, and very tew indeed among the fishermen are homeless. On Cape Cod and in the 
smaller fishing ports of Massachusetts al'ld Connecticut, as well as on the coast of Maine, the fish-
ermen, as a rule, own their own houses, marry young, and are surrounded by large families of 
children. As has been already said, their wives and ,laughters are usually well educated and refined 
in their tastes. Even on remote islands on the coast of Maine many of the fishermen's houses _ are 
comfortably and tastefully furnished. The walls are hung with engravings, and books and musical 
instruments are to be found. It is ·not at all uncommon to find a piano in the house of a :fisherman. 
The earnings of the successful :fisherman are almost always applied to the building up of a 
pleasant horn\) for his family, and to the education ~f his children, for whom he almost always has 
the ambition that they shall ·be fitted to follow some other occupation than the one to which his 
own life has be.en devoted. This is true in the outlying ports as well as in the larger towns. It 
is amusing and seems incongruous, after making the acquaintance of a rough-looking old fisher-
man, sun-browned and· weather.-beaten, who looks as if he rarely put foot upon the shore, to be 
ip.vited to his house, and to find him perfect]y at borne among the well dressed and' gentle women 
of his family, surrounded by luxuries and conveniences which, three centuries ago, would hardly 
have been found in the palace of a king. 
The old age of -the fisherman is usuaUy spent pleasantly in the home which bis industry has 
establi hed, his daily amu ement being to visit the wharves and talk over the experiences of the 
past a·ud discus the doing of hi succes ors. 
Many of the sea-port town of New England are made up, in large part, of the houses which 
have b n r ared by fl h rm n of the pa tor present generation. 
· Mr. Henry L. 0 ' orne make the following ob ervations on the routine life of the Gloucester 
'' Dh· 1'TIE VE EL.- fter the fi herman returns from a voyage he is not at once free, 
ut m t work_£ r a fi w day in unl ading the ves el' cargo. His first few hours ashore are very 
lil l t h , P 1 t in rui ing a ut o learn the n w , and it i not improbable that he may take 
fi w drink with any l<l c mra e , 1J. m be e t , while the two 'talk things over' and com-
1 empty, and tbu to be ready for 
\· n ure. Th w rk of unloading u ually tak s two or three <lays, or even 
l . b n r d · t gi p ratio s, all hand , armed with pews, invade 
th wharf, a pit t h fi h from the kenches in the v el's hold. 
Home of shore fisherman at Cape Ann, Mass. 























SAILOR FISHERMEN OF NEW ENGLAND. 73 
From below the :fish are thrown .on deck; they are then thrown to the wharf, placed on Rcales, and 
weighed. It is the duty of all bands, except, I believe, the cook and the skipper, to h~lp in this 
work. If the cook be a worthy one, he improve the occasion to clear out the forecastle lockers, 
to wash· up the pans, kettles, and otller utensils, knives and forks, spoons and crockery, an<l, in 
short, to leave things after him in a <lecent state. If the vessel bas ended her year's work and is 
ready to lay up for the winter, he will pack up the dishes and other kitchen .furniture, clean up the 
galley stove and treat it liberally with oil to .keep away rust, and will remove to the storehouse of 
the :firm all of the ship's stores that have not been consumed. The skipper's duty is to direct the 
unloading of the :fish, a labor in which he may possibly bear a hand, though I believe he is not 
obliged to. The work proceeds, en livened by stories and small talk and occasional potations of 
beer and other liquors, until all the fish are out of the vessel. A 11 hands are then free to do as 
they please, and, after drawing their pay, may ship for another trip, or may depart, never to be 
seen again. 
"In some cases a man may not care to unload a cargo, or at least to do his share in the unload-
ing. In such a case be. is allowed to hire some one to do this porti?n of the work. A man may be 
sick when the vessel gets in, or having so much money coming to him, may feel too lazy to work; 
or he may find a chance to sbip, and, not caring_ to lose it, engage a substitute to do his work. 
Hence the practice of hiring·substitutes to work in the unloading is not unusual. 
''DR.AWING PAY.-When the work of unloading has been finished the trip is considered at an 
end. The market value of the fish is then determined, and the proper share of each man is ascertained. 
The share of ea@h man is at his disposal in the form of a check payable to bearer. Any money 
he may want to use before drawing his share is advanced by the :firm, and subsequently deducted. 
"THE B0ARDING-H0USE.-On reaching land after a_ trip the fisherman's first move, if unmarried 
or without a home at Gloucester, is toward his boarding-house. Here ·his arrival is unannounced, 
yet its suddenness creat,es but little surprise, because such things are every-day matters. His 
ambitions for the time center themselves in putting on some clean clothes and then in getting 
a thorough renovation at the hands of a barber. 
"These boarding-houses are sailor's institutions. They are similar to the sailor boarding-houses 
which exist in every seaport town, yet in morality they are higher than these, nor are their owners 
such incorrigible rascals. The price of board varies from $3 to $6 per week, and at the latter price 
very good fare i1::1 furnished. The boarding-houses vary greatly in their reputation. Some are 
pleasant, home-like places of good character;. others are clingy and tumble.down houses, and in 
many cases of a not altogether enviable reputation. 
"By the more careful, the board bill is paid at frequent intervals, before it can become large. 
In other instances it is allowed to run until it has grown to an important amount. In such cases 
the fisherman often loses all track of its amount and be is then placed at the mercy of his boarding-
master. If thp. boardin~-master be dishonest, be may liberally increase the amount of the bill in 
defiance of detection, for the cheated man has 1;10 means of defending himself. In this way the fish , 
erman is very often imposed upon, sometimes knowing nothing of it, and at others knowing it, but 
unable to protect himself. 
"TRUSTEEING.-In order to protect the boarding masters, lest the fisherman depart without 
paying his bill, a practice exists in Gloucester known as trusteeing. It is, in effect, attaching for 
the debt the proceeds of the fisherman's trip. .A. practice similar · to this, called '' fa~torizing," by 
which the factory hands are forced to pay their bills, exists in factory towns. The necessity is 
quite evident for such a law in Gloucester to protect honest boarding-house keepers against dis-
honest guests: It would seem that a law to prot~ct the :fishermen might also be a wholesome 
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thing. I am informed that the boarding-house keeper cannot __ trustee for small amounts, it being 
regarded as unjust that the :fisherman should pay the lawyers' fees, unless the suit be an im-
portant one. 
"AMUSEMENTS.-During his stay on shore, after the vessel has been unloaded, the :fisherman's 
life is an aimless hunt after excitement and new forms of amusement. A few days are enough to 
tire him utterly of land and shore doings and he is looking again for a new chance. During 
these leisure days his day-time when not at meals- is spent in visiting the wharves, sail-lofts, 
various stores of the firm-owners, -and similar places. There he meets others of his vocation 
and_ with them talks of the deeds of the past or the prospects for the future. With thein he may 
go to some not far distant bar-room where they can compare notes over their beer. At these times 
a circus or any similar excitement is gladly welcomed. 
'' SEEKING .A. NEW BERTH.-ln his pursuit of pleasure ashore the :fisherman always seems 
somewhat ill at ease and. anxious to get back to his work. Almost as soon as he is free from one 
trip he begins to look about for an~ther. If his vessel is going out again as soon as she unloads, 
he may stay by her. 
,, MAKING RE.A.DY FOR .A. NEW TRIP.-Having shipped for his new trip the :fisherman's life 
again presents to him a definite object. The vessel must be put in order for her voyage: the sails, 
when they are not strong enough, must all be renewed; old ropes, too weak for a blow, must be 
replaced by others; new gear must be providedfor•use in case of emergency; complete outfits of 
hooks, gangings, and other· elements of trawl structure must also be laid in; as :well as all sorts · 
of odds and ends that may be needed during a long absence. 
"There is salt to be procured and stowed in the var:,ious compartments of the vessel's hold, and 
the water barrels must be filled. The cook, meanwhile, must busy himself about the various stores 
needed for the crew during the entire time of absence. He must draw from the store of the firm 
fl.our, tea, sugar, mola&ses, pork, lard, :fish, cheese, candles, salt, and kerosene, and a thousand 
articles, convey them on board, and stow them away all safely below. 
''Each man has ~towed in his bunk his bed-sack _ a~d other belongings, and all hands on 
deck present to Gloucester Harbor the familiar sight of stout forms hoisting the huge mainsail, 
heaving up with a monotonous click, click, at the windlass. Now her bow falls off from the wind, 
the mainsail draws, the other sails are quickly set, and she soon leaves Gloucester far behind." 
41. LIFE ON BOARD THE VESSELS. 
The life of the fishermen on board their vessels is so well discussed by Mr. Henry L .. Osborne 
that little more need be said concerning it. By reading his descriptions, one may form a very vivid 
and accurate mental picture of the life of the :fishermen. Mr. Osborne's notes were collected during 
a trip to the Grand Bank in the cod-fishing schooner Victor, of Glou.cester, in the summer of 1879, 
in behalf of the United State Fi h Commission. 
Mr. 0 borne di cu e the subject under three heads: (a) Routine of daily life on the Banks; 
(b) a time n board hip; (c) Routine of life at baiting stations. 
;'ROUTINE OF D.A.ll,Y LIFE ON THE BANKS. 
oon a .t ~ first indications of daylight were noticeable in the east, the cook 
hi rt , rake up his fire, w ich he never permitted to go out, and proceed _ 
r kfa t. At 4 'clock, or not far from that hour, he announced the meal by a 
whi tl , mon which was n lly obeyed with somewhat of tardiness. 
va o. ually r a y at 11 o'clock, tho gh never much earlier. Sometimes it inrer-
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rupted the work of cleaning the fish. In this case the men washed the gurry off their clothes and 
hands and sought the table. As a rule, the dinner was announced after one gang of cleaners, at 
least, were done; these would then wash up and go below. In this case, some from ea?h table 
would sit down together, those propel'ly belonging to the second gang occupying the place of 
the absentees of the :first division. 
"The supper was usually served about half past 3 or 4 o'clock, coming directly after the 
trawls had been baited up for the night-set. The men, if they wore the oil-skin suits in 'bait-
ing up,' did not take them off before sitting down to the table. 
"In addition to three regular meals, two very definite informal meals were provided, besides 
slight lunches at all times. It was a fixed habit with the men to proceed below to' mug up' the 
instant they came aboard from a haul or set. At evening, when he came on board from setting 
the trawl, the fishermap. invariably went at once to the dish-locker and took from it one of. the 
brown earthen mugs. This he filled from the tea-pot, which the cook had left partially full of 
tea from supper. Then turning to the provision-locker, he extracted thence bread, pie, cake, or 
meat, according to his fancy and the state of the larder. From these he made a very enjoyable 
meal, talking meanwhile with those who were going through the same operations · in their turn. 
This 'mugging up' was also regularly practiced in the morning after the return from a haul. . 
'' One might expect that the food of the fishermen, especially when fishing, would consist quite 
largely of fish. I had expected that it would be so, but, found nothing of the sort. Only once a 
week did the cook furnish fish, and that was on Friday, which was quite natural, since nearly all 
hands were Catholics. The fare of the fishermen is far better than one would suppose who has 
heard stories of the poor living of other sailors. They live far better ·than any other class of sea-
faring men, and have provisions of a better grade and in greater variety. 
'' FISHING.-After they had finished breakfast, the crew at once got ready their dories and, 
embarking, pulled away toward their outside buoys. This was usually just al;>out sunrise; very 
often, indeed, when the day was clear the dories were away from the vessel before the sun came . 
up. When the weather was foggy-and it was foggy almost all the time during July and August-
the skipper was occupied, during the absence of his men, in blowing a horn and ringing a large bell 
which hung from the main-boom, just over the wheel-box, to guide the men in their rowing, and 
upon occasion he used to fire off a swivel to let them know the vessel's position. 
"The haul usually occupied the time till nea,rly 8 o'clock, sometimes longer, when any one 
failed to find his outside buoy or 'parted,' or was overtaken by any other accident to his trawl. 
After the dories had come back and _were unloaded the crew 'mugged up,' and then dressed the 
fish and salted them down in the hold. This usually kept them leisurely at work until toward 11 
o'clock, at which time tp.ey 'washed up' and went to dinner. 
"After a brief reRpite they began to make preparation for baiting up the trawls for the 
evening's set. Any who had their trawls snarled took this occasion for 'clearing' them; others, 
more fortunate, forgot their troubles in ~leep. By 1 o'clock or thereabouts all hands were turned 
out by the skipper's 'Well, boys, let's bait up,' and ere long all were industriously at work getting 
bait from the pens, chopping it into pieces of the proper size or fastening it to the hooks. 
"While the men thus occupied themselves, the cook improved his time by 'cutting out' sounds. 
This business our cook pursued assiduously, often snatching a few moments from his work before 
dinner to cut out sounds while tfle crew were 'dressing down,' and finishing his task while they 
were baiting, and his assiduity repaid him when he reached Gloucester to the extent of an ad-
ditional $20. After supper, which was purposely placed early, the dories were hauled up from the 
stern, where they had been left fastened since morning, and loaded up with the trawls, five tubs 
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in each. Then the men jumped into them and pulled strongly away, each in bis own direction. 
After their departure, the ves el was again left vacant. The only sound to be heard at this even-
ing hour was the scrape, scrape, scrape, thud, thud of the cook's knife, or the tramp of the skip-
P r's boot as he paced the quarter-deck for exercise. The men usually finished setting and re-
turned to the ve el just at sunset. The dories were _hauled on board, the men took.the bearings 
of their buoys, and then all was done for the night. 
"WATCHES.~Tbe watch on the bank was only kept at night, and was much shorter than 
wMn the vessel was on a passage. It was usually set from 7 or 8 o'clock in the evening until 3 
the foDowing morning, or later, when the sun rose later during the last baiting. A single man 
kept the deck during bis portion of the watch, then called his successor. · The password in those 
times used often to contain directions as to the proper care of the vessel. Each man was expected 
to pump the vessel out at the end of his watch on blowy nights; one of his duties was to watch 
the cable and 'fleet the strad in the hawse-pipe,' if necessary; that is to say, veer out the cable a 
little to prevent it froll:1 being chafed and parted. 
"The watch was not always very strict in the performance of his duty. He made frequent 
excursions into the cabin to consult the cloek, and to assure himself that he was not losing track 
of the flight of time. Indeed, it is said that the men sometimes regulated the clock during their 
watch so that the man of the last watch found the dawn breaking much later than usual. 
"LIGHTS.-In the evening, as oon as it began to gr_ow dark, the cook lighted a large lantern, 
with convex lenses on four sides, and hung it in the fore-peak halyards. This was the only light 
used to warn off vessels: the red and green ligbt.s " ·ere used only when the vessel was running. 
"BLOWY DAYS.-Sometimes we had 'blowy days.' All day and all night long the wind would 
whistle through the rigging and the sea, become so rough that even the stanch dories could not 
be trusted over the side. On such days fishing was interrupted. If the trawls were· out they must 
remain till the wind moderated. The men did not seem to enjoy their enforced leisure at such 
times. Meals were served at more suitable hours than during moderate weather, and they slept 
much; the sense of ennui seemed overpowering. 
"PASTIMES ON BOARD SllIP. 
~'CoNVERS.ATIO:N.-The fl h rmen, tr the mot part, passed their spare time, of which they 
bad almnclanc , in idlinO', In rd r to break up the monotony of silence they talked a very great 
cl al on v rion ·ul>ject . 
''At u ·h time a goo 1 t ry-t 11 r wa a great ble ing, and even one of poor grade was 
willingiy Ii t ned to. All rt. f hort torie circulatea; al o Irish bulls, witty retorts, &c., and 
a good tory wa u 'U Uy gr et <l with h arty laughter. Among the stories told one might fre-
quently b ', r h · of rhi ·h the m r lit wa unqne tionable, yet it was noticed that when a 
mutty tory w· · t ld i , • · partly excu .ablt>, inc it was u ually ine ·i tibly ludicrous. [ndeed, 
in om ca , tori in whi ·li th principal point lay, not in fun, but in filth, and 
r O'r wl d <lown s m r thm1 ou of th b ur i . Narrative of per onal adventure were 
at <l 1 a11d. Tho. e wh had been in tbP. m ,rchant n·ice; who had sailed to foreign 
the, cen r tell of their adventure , were heard with 
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houses without paying one's bill was thought very prai_seworthy. Among the narratives of per-
sonal ad venture there were a great many stories of conquestR among the fair sex, especially of 
flirtations and intrigues in the various harbor-ports frequented by .fishermen. 
'' In addition to these were yarns, often listened to with close attention by a crowd collected 
forward or down aft. The story would often be -merely the-adventures of some sailol' or the plot 
of some robber story of dime-noyel circulation. Sometimes the hero was placed in the first person, 
or, in t>ther words, the story-teller represented the ad venture as his own. More often, however, 
they belonged to an imaginary hero, who was invariably called Jack: sometimes the supernatural 
powers were invoked, thus adding to the complication of the plot. Among their stories fairy 
tales had a place: I noticed several that I recognized, notwithstanding their new dress, as 
nursery tales told to me.when I was a boy. In all these tales the imagery was such as a .fisherman 
author would imagine. It was homely; comforts were those regarded by him as such, and beauties 
were those which were beautiful to him. Thus, in a version of Bea.uty and the Beast, the father, 
all tired and wet, was led into a warm kitchen, where a dry suit was banging before the fire ready 
for him. He was then conducted into a warm dining-room where he found a good supper of beef-
steak awaiting him. After supper he' turned in.' In all the fairy stories Jack used to slay the 
dr,1gon, and, after be bad exposed the deceits of bis rival, all hands made a triumphal ~arch to 
the church, where he was married happily to the king's daughter. 
"Musro.-Somewlmt akin to yarn-spinning was ballad singing, which, however, was less fre-
quentljr indulged in, since singers were scarce, while any one could tell a story. The song was 
always a solo, and the words, in the form of a ballad, the story of some shipwreck, of sailor-life, or 
of some kindred subject, to which they listened intently. 
'· CARDS.-As might be expected, one of the favorite pastim~s was cards. On the evening of 
the very first day out from Gloucester, as I made my way forward to the knight-beads, I found a 
group of six playing 'forty-five.' ·They paid five cents each•for the privilege of playing, and then 
the man who made forty-five points first won the stakes. Later during the cruise tbe game of 
'loo' began to create a great stir and for several nights the players continued their game far into 
the night. This was however effectually opposed by the other inhabitants of the forecastle, who 
were unwilling to have their slumbeys disturbed. Various other games of cards prevailed at 
various times, and among them cribbage seemed quite a favorite. Ca.rd-playing, however, .finally 
died out from the fact that the cards became utterly worn out rand no other pack cool4 be procured 
"ROUTINE OF LIFE AT BAITING STATIONS. 
"FILLING WATER.-While in harbor the :fisherman's duties are extremely light and his time is 
left almost entirely free for any form of diversion tb~t may suggest itself. Any work that in the 
vessel's economy may need doing he must, however, perform. One of these duties is the replen-
ishing of the water supply. As often as the vessel goes to land all the barrels are overhauled 
and the empty ones are .filled. This process, known as 'filling water,' was performed several 
time~ by our crew. I remember it most distinctly at Cape Broyle on the occasiou of our first visit. 
We anchored at two or three o'clock well up the harbor and not far froni a shelf of rock, over which a 
pure mountain stream ran down into the sea. This stream dropped down from the rocks above in 
a small cascade and furnished nice water and a convenient place for filling the barrels. Soon after_ 
the anchor had been let go and the sails snugged up for a short stay, the skipper gave out the 
order to bring up the water barrels and 'fill water.' Two or three barrels were then put into each of 
the three dories and the men then rowed awa.y to this natural reservoir. It so chanced that the 
men forgot to bring a funnel with them from the vessel. Any 0J?.e else .in this condition would 
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have been in trouble, but a fisherman generally can extemporize a very good one. When they 
reached the stream and were ready to begin :filling the barrels, one man drew off his oil-skin trou-
;ers and crumpling up one leg at the bottom, introduced it into the bung-hole. He then held 
np the leg of the trousers, while bucket after bucket of water was poured in, and found its way· 
into the barrel. This stream and many others like it running from this natural spout and thus 
easy to catch are found in the various coves and harbors that indent the shore line of Newfound-
land, and the -places where they occur are known among bankers as' good places to fill watsr.' 
,, TAKING IN IOE.-Another duty of the :fisherman w bile in harbor is the care of the ice, which 
is used in preserving fresh bait. In some cases the vessel can be hauled up to a wharf and the ice 
brought down in wagons and slung on board with very little trouble, but often this cannot be 
done, because of the shallow water in the harbor, and it is then necessary that it should be brought 
aboard in dories. When our vessel iced at Trinity Bay the dories were all sent ashore and beached 
out of reach of the swell which would have otherwise kept them too unsteady. The ice was then 
taken from the rude wagon in which the dealer drew it to the shore, carried to the dories and packed 
in them. The men handled the ice, for the most part, without tongs, their hands being protected 
by mitrens, and carried the huge blocks in their arIIJ.s. As each dory was loaded it was shoved off 
and rowed to the vessel. Coming alongside, the ice was slung on board with a tackle and dropped 
into the hold, where it was received by men and.stowed in the ice-pens. 
"ICING B.A.IT.-A third duty of the :fisherman, at this time, is to care for all the bait which is 
brought on board, icing or salting it as the skipper directs. I presume that all kinds of bait are 
treated alike, but my personal observation relates only to the squid as iced at Trinity Bay. When 
some thousands had accumulated, several of the crew 'oiled up' and prepared to 'ice' them. The 
. . 
labor was divided and operations bega.n. One gang brought blocks of ice from the ice-pen, passed 
them to the deck and into one of the huge tubs used in splitting. The tub was placed during this 
operation on the quarter-deck, just aft. the main shrouds, and the squid usually lay in one or more 
piles somewhere near the tub of ice. 
"Two men stood by the tub and each one began with his pew to pick the ice into small pieces. 
After it had been reduced to the proper size, it was thrown into a basket and passed through 
the after hatch into the hold. Here it was received by a second man who passed it into 
the bait-pen to a third, who, receiving the basket, emptied the ice on the floor of the pen and 
spread it evenly in a layer 3 or 4 inches thick. When he had thus covei:ed the bottom of the pen, 
he called for squid. A layer of squid was now spread over the ice followed by another layer of 
ice. In this way four or :five basket of ice and squid were alternately laid down until at last the 
bait was all iced. The man in the bait-pen handled the bait and the ice with mitten-covered 
hands, sta;nding on the floor till the layers of ice and squid rose too high for convenience and 
afterward he stood on the bait. 
"It was the regular practice to ice at night all the bait which came on board during the day. 
Several time the bait came to u so fast that by noon as many as 5,000 had accumulated. When 
thi · happen d all hands would turn to and ice them, also icing in the evening those received later. 
'' VISITING, STROLLING, &o.-As soon as the vessel is anchored and properly cared for one of 
the :fir t thing is to g a bor and ' take stock.' Soon a dory may be seen leaving the vessel's 
ide. One or t ;vo m n are rowing and the others are grouped in the bow and stern. Rowing 
t war on of th rude harv that line the hore, they all scramble up, and, making the aory fast, 
tow , generally in little knots of two or three. In accordance with the habit 
1 n r , h y nt r any hou e that may seem attractive, and without any introduction 
· t once to lk of the h, he ait, t e·r trip, or kindred subjects of mutual interest. 
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They are very likely to ask if milk can be bought there, or where they can buy it. Quite ~ften 
something stronger than milk is asked for, and wines or gin or red rum are drunk. None of our 
men became intoxicated to excess, though two or three came aboard in a pretty jolly condition. 
Sometimes the men did not go into any of the ·houses, but contented themselves by talking to the 
men they met on the street, or strolled around the town or into the outskirts, noting the people 
and the houses. 
'' DAN0ES.-One of the favorite pastimes of a crew, while 'in baitin,' is a dance. So often have 
they had these dances in Newfoundland that one of the first questions that a 'livier'* puts to a 
new-comer is, 'Are you going to get up a dance!' Usually they hire the house of some native, 
and when they have no fiddler in the crew hire some one to fiddle. They then summon all the girls 
in the place by a general invitation. The crew, during our cruise, went to several dances, two of 
which they got up themselves. At Bay of Bulls, on our last baiting, they decided to have one of 
these dances, and secured a most miserable house for this purpose. There was no :fiddler, but only 
a boy who sang for them, or, according to the Newfoundla~d vernacular, made 'chin-music.' T~e 
reports from the party on the following morning made me anxious to see one of those dances, and 
I was therefore glad to hear talk of their having another one. 
'' I went into the room-the living-room of the house-in which the dancing was to take 
place. The ball had already opened. The room was one of the poorest I had yet seen, even in 
Newfoundland. The uneven floor was utterly barren of carpet, mats, or"any covering. ~ shaky, 
crazy-looking lamp on one wall threw a dismal light about, and showed the crew and about ·eight 
girls seated on benches that lined the wall. In the immense :fire-place sat the mother of the 
family, holding in her arms a baby of two years. When I entered, the host was leading off with 
an opening break-down. His unwieldy movements as he tried the double-shuffle in his heavy 
cowhide boots were ver.y grotesque. The orchestra fu;nished 'chin-music.' The musician was a · 
young man who hummed in a sort of grunting nasal tone various turn~s of proper time for square 
dances. It is utterly impossible to describe the sound which this musician produced; it was a suc-
cession of nasal tones in the key of C. The minstrel was at intervals inspfred by such words as these, 
'That's it, Thommy, me b'y, gi' de bies a tune,' and kindred exhortations. Their dances were all 
the square dances, and generally the well-known lancers. The various figures were called.off by one 
of the crew. The sailors apparently enjoyed themselves just as well as if the music had been very 
much better. They paid ~he old man a couple of dollars for his house, gave the sweet singer a 
fee, and were finally on board the vessel at about four o'clock in the morning." 
42. PUBLIC SERVICES. 
SERVICES IN TIMES OF w ARi-The importance of the fisheries to the prosperity of nations has 
frequently been alluded to by the writers who have taken this subject into consideration. In Sa-
bine's" Report on the Principal Fisheries of the American Seas" t numerous instances ·are given 
in which the :fishermen of the United States have rendered important services of this kind. 
The people of Marblehead, Gloucester, Salem, Beverly, and other :fishing ports of New Englan<l 
were among the foremost to meet the enemy in the Revolutionary war. The privateers which 
played so important a part then and in the war of 1812-1815 were largely manned by fishermen, 
especially those from Newburyport. 
"The services of the people of Marblehead," says Sabine, "are entitled to particular notice. 
They were invaluable upon the sea and upOJ?. the land. ~en, in 177 4, the port of Boston was 
• A resident of the Newfoundland coast is, in fishermen's dialect, a "livier." 
t Pages 198-210. 
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but by act of Parliament, they tendered to their suffering brethren of the capital the use of their 
wharve and torehou e free of charge. The first actual avowal of offensive hostility against 
England which is to be found in the revolutionary annals, is an act passed by the Provincial Con-
gre s of Uassachu ·etts in November, 1775. It was framed by Elbridge Gerry, a merchant of Mar-
blehead, who e business depended upon the fisheries. It authorized captures upon the sea. 
With it preamble it was printed in the London Magazine as a political curiosity~ and John Adams 
calls it' one of the most important documents in the history of the Revolution.' Who' hoisted the 
first American :flag¥' and to whom 'the first British :flag was struck°?' are qu~stions in dispute be-
tween the friends of different claimants; ~ut Mr. Adams confers both honors upon John Manly, 
of Marblehead, who captured a transport having on board a mortar, which, transferred to Dor-
chester heights, 'drove the English army from ·Boston, and the navy from the harbor.' The fish-
ermen of this town appear .to be entitled t~ the same precedence in naval affairs under commissions 
authorized by the Oon.tinental Congress, since it is stated that John Selman and Nicholas Brough-
ton were the first commanders appointe~ by Washington after he assumed the direction of affairs. 
Another commander of merit was Mugford, who took a powder ship early in the war, and perished 
in the enterprise. And still another was Samuel Tucker, who, successful beyond bis compeers, is 
said to have captured more British guns-and British seamen than Paul Jones, or any other captain 
in the service of the thirteen States. Of the exploits of individuals of humbler rank, two examples 
must suffice. In 1783 'three lads' were put on board of a brig at Quebec to be sent prisoners to 
England; on the passage tb.ey gained possession of the vessel and carried her safely to Marble-
head, their native town. The same year three other young fishermen-all minors-prisoners in 
tlie British ship Lively, c011.ceived the plan of capturing her, and, inducing ten other prisoners 
to join them, were successful; and, conducting their prize to ~avana, made sale of her for a large 
sum. 
'' For service in the :field Marblehead raised 011e entire regiment. It has been remarked of these 
'fishermen soldiers' that, inured to fatigue and hardship, they were not reduced by sickness or 
camp diseases during the war. Thi regiment composed a part of the force of the illustrious com-
mander-in-chief in bis retreat through New Jersey, and in the crisis of the Whig cause. The 
American army, composed of regular and militia, hardly three thousand in number, almost desti-
tute of tents and utensils for cooking, badly armed, nearly naked and barefooted, dispirited by 
lo se and worn down by uffering , were pur ueu, in November and December, to the northerly bank 
of the Delaware, by tbe w 11-appointed armJ' of the enemy, f!.ushed by success, and panting for a 
last deci ive victory. F r a mome11t th destruction of Washington, either from the waters in 
front or from th royal troop in rear, eemed certain. The her ·c daring of the men who, perhaps, 
av d him, and with him theil' country, i nowhere related in history. But Henry Knox, the chief 
of arti11 ry, who own ervice n the occa ion will e-ver be remembered and excite admiration, 
ha done them ju ·tic . fter the peac , and while General Knox was a member of the legislature 
of fa ·hu ett ·, au application wa made l>y citizen of Marblehead for the charter of ·a bank. 
Th •ir petiti n w· · opvo · d. Be ro e and stated their claim . 'I am surprised,' he said, 'that· 
Ic r lehe hould a k o .·mall privilege a tliat of banking, and that there should be opposi-
ti n to i . ir, I wi ·h the member of thi' body know the people of .Marblehead as well as I do. 
· nl 1 wi ·h that th y had tood ori' th bank' of the Delaware River in 1777, in that bitter night 
wh 'll th mm, r-iu- ·Li •f had r, wn u hi little army to cro s it, and had seen the powerful 
·urr nt 1fo,,. nwar<l th flo ting ma . s of ice which threatened destruction to whosoever 
ho l Y u1 p nit b om. wi h that wh n t1Ji' occurrenc hrcatened to defeat the enter-
pri · , th y · ulcl ha v h ard that di tingu·i cl warrior cl mancl, 'Who will lead us on 1' and een 
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the men of Marblehea<l, and Marblehead alone, stand forward to lead the army along the -perilous 
path to unfading glories and honors in the achievements of Trenton. There, sir, went the :fisher-
men of Marblehead, alike at home upon land or water, alike ardent, patriotic, and unflinchint 
whenever they unfurled the flag of the country."' 
Starbuck, in his history of the American whale fishery, gives the fo1lowing glowing tribute t•· 
the public service of the whalemen of this country: 
"Few interests have exerted a more marked influence upon the history of tb.e United State~ 
than that of the fisheries. Aside from the value they have bad in a commercial point of view, they 
have always been found to be the nurseries of a hardy, daring, and indefatigable race of seamen, 
• such as scarcely any other pursuit could })ave trained. The pioneers of the sea, wbalemen, were 
the advance guard, the forlorn hope of civilization. Exploring expeditions followed after to glean 
where th.ey had reaped. In the frozen seas of the north and the south their keels plowed to the 
extreme limit of navigation, and between the tropics they pursued their prey.through regions never 
before traversed by the vessels of a civilized community. Holding their lives in their bands, as it 
were, whether_ they harpooned the leviathan in the deep or put into some hitherto unknown ;i:>ort for 
supplies, no extreme of heat or cold could daunt them, no thought of danger hold them in check. 
Their lirns have ever been one continual round of hair-breadth escapes, in which the risk was alike 
shared by officers and men. No shirk could find an opportunity to indulge in shirking, no coward 
a chance to display his cowardice, and in their hazardous life incompetents were speedily weeded 
out. Many a tale of danger and toil and suffering, startling, severe, and horrible, has illumined 
t,he pages of the history of this pursuit, and scarce any, even the humblest of these hardy mariners, 
but can, from his own experience, narrate truths stranger than fiction. In many ports, among 
hundreds of islands, on many seas the flag of the country from which they sailed was first displayed 
from the mast-head of a whale-ship. Pursuing their avocation wherever a chance presented, the 
American flag was first unfurled in an English port from foe deck of one American whaleman, and 
the ports of the western coast of South America firet beheld the Stars and Stripes shown as the 
standard of another. It may be safely alleged that but for them the western oceans would much 
longer have been comparatively unknown, and with equal truth may it be said that whatever of 
b(?nor or glory the United States may have won in its explorations of these oceans, the necessity 
for their explorations was a tribute wrung from the Government, though not without earnest and 
continued effort, to the interests of our mariners, who, for :years before, had pursued the whale in 
these uncharted seas, and threaded their way with extremest care among these undescribed 
islands, reefs, and shoals. Into the field opened by them flowed the trade of the civilized world. 
In their footsteps followed Christianity. They introduced the missionary to new spberes of useful-
ness, and made his presence tenable. Says a writer in the London Quarterly Review: 'The whale 
fishery first opened to Great Britain a beneficial intercourse with the coast of Spanish America; it 
led in the sequel to the irnlependence of the Spanish colonies.' * * 1"' 'But for our whalers, we 
never might have founded our colonies in Van Dieman's Land and Australia-or if we bad we could 
not have maintained them in their early stages of danger and priYation. Moreover, our intimacy 
with the Polynesians must bo traced to the same source. · The whalers were the first that traded 
in that•quarter-tbey prepared the field for the missionaries; and the same thing is now in pro-
gress in New Ireland, New Britain, ancl New Zealand.' All that the English fishery has done for 
Great .Britain, the American fishery has done for the United States-and more. In war our Navy 
has drawn upon it for some of its sturdiest and bravest seamen, and in peace our commercial marine 
bas found in it its choicest and most skillful officers. In connection with the cod-fishery it schooled 
the sons of America to a.knowledge of their own strength, and in its protection developed and 
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intensified that spirit of self-reliance, independence, and national power to which the conflict of from 
1775 to 1783 wa a natural and necessary resultant." 
The Boston Journal of Commerce of January 25, 1879, in speaking of some of the old whalers 
sunk in Charleston Harbor during the late war between the States, gives the following account of 
the capture of one of them from the British : 
'' The Corea came from England during the Revolution, bound for New York with army stores. 
Putting into Long Island in a storm, a small vessel with nearly one hundred :fishermen put out to 
capture her, and, with only four men and a boy on deck, anchored on the :fishing grounds, and 
were apparently busy fishing when a gun from the Corea summoned her crew to run down to her, 
and _when alongside a part of the crew were made to bring their fish on board. While the English • 
sailors were looking at their prize one of the fishermen threw some fish on the schooner's deck, 
and the armed men swarmed up from the hold and on board of the Corea, which was taken to New 
Bedford, and eventually became a whaler." 
During the war of the rebellion the Navy of the North, as has already been stated, received 
large accessions from among the fishermen of New England. Two or three companies of infantry 
were recruited at Gloucester, the members of which were chiefly fishermen. 
Capt. F. J. Babson, collector of customs for the port of Gloucester, gives the following concise 
statement of .the relation which Gloucester has held, and still holds, to the United States as an ele-
ment in its system of coast defenses: " For the defense of the Union in the late war it is es-ti.-
mated that fifteen hundred men went into the service from Gloucester, two-thirds at least being 
seafaring men or fishermen. The availability of fishermen for offensive war on a foreign nation 
must be computed on the privateering basis. At least fifty swift-sailing steamers for privateering 
could obtain crews in Gloucester in one week, while service inthe regular Navy is not, and never 
will be, popular with our people. Our men desire chances for promotion, such as is possible in 
the volunteer service in the Army, and the country, if she ever fights, must fight a war of the 
people, by the people, and for the people." 
There is an almost complete lack of statistics showing to what degree our .fishermen rendered 
service during the late war. It may be taken for granted that fishing towns furnished their full 
quota to the Army for these wars, no distinction in the drafts between mariners and landsmen, 
while all of them contributed a greater or less number of men to the naval forces of the north. 
Most of the men entering the Navy, as well as a large number of those who joined the Army, 
were volunteers. The extent to which fishermen were employed in the Navy is not under-
stood, even by persons, not residents of fl bing communities, who profess to be well informed on 
such matters. The fishermen mmally went to large recruiting stations, such as those in Boston or 
New York, and no record was made of their former occupation. After the war had closed, scarcely 
a fishing vessel ailed from Glouc ter or any other large fishing port which had not in its crew 
several vet ran . 
The following account of the re istance of a whaling captain to being captured by the Confed-
rate privat r henandoah, a r corded in the new papers of the time, serves to illustrate the 
dogged d termination and courage of a ew England whaleman. 
apt. Thoma oung, of th 1 avorite; of Fairhav n, a man between sixty and seven y years 
old, who had all hi proper y inv t d in hi v s el, load cl hi born b guns and other weapons and 
t ok hi' tand o top of the cabin of bi oomed ve el, and, wh n the Shenandoah's boat came along-
ide, drove her off by threatenin t fire upon her. Captain Waddell, of the Shenandoah, ordered 
hl gunner to train a gun on th 1 avorit a d fir low; ut ung' ubordinate , having in vain 
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tried to dissuade the old hero from resistance, removed the caps from his guns, and, taking a bo~t, 
pulled off to the Shenandoah. Another boat was sent alongside a.n<l. the officer in char.t,;!;e hailed 
the old man and commanded llim to surrender. 
The brief dialogue which now took place was too full of seaman's expletives to be repeated in 
this place. Captain Young defied the priYateersmen, in the most emphatic words, anc.l a8 the men 
boarded his ship he leveled his huge bomb-gun and pulled the trigger; but the piece, which had 
been tampered with, failed to explode and be was soon made a prisoner. 
FISHERMEN EXEMPTED FROM TAXA'.I.'ION IN COLONIAL TIMES.-When the colonies of Massa-
chusetts and Virginia were established, it seems to have been the intention of the English Govern-
ment to encourage in every possible manner the establishment of :fisheries; in fact, one of the chief 
objects of the Massachusetts colonies in seeking a station so far north upon the coast was e-vidently 
to gain increased facilities in the prosecution of this industry. 
In the early history of the Massaclmsetts colonies may be found numerous acts whose direct 
purpose was to encourage men to engage in the :fisheries. Many of these proviue for the exemp-
tion of :fishermen from military service. The following law is recorded as having been passed: 
''At the Gen~rall Courte, houlden at Boston, the 22th of the 3th M0 , called 1\fay, 1639." ''All 
:fishermen, while they are abroad during :fisbing seasons, shipcarpenters, wch follow that calling, 
& millers shall bee exempted from training, yet they are to bee furnished with arms."• 
Again we find another act passed: 
"Atta Gennerall Courte held at Boston, 14 of October, 1657." "In answer to ye peticcon of 
Edw Rainsford, Gamaliel Waite, John Shawe, Mathew Abdy, Richard George, John Peel, 
Richard Hollige, Richard Woodhouse, Robt Linkhorne, Abell Porter, Peter Till, .Abraham 
Browne, Jn° Mellows, fishermen, humbly desiring that they may be exempted from traynings 
during time of the fishing season &g, the Court grants their request." t 
HUMANE SERVICES.-Important services are constantly being rendered by the fishermen in 
the way of rescuing vessels and men in peril. The medal of the Massachusetts Humane ·Society 
has frequently been awarded to :fishermen, and in several instances valuable gifts have been 
received by our fishermen from foreign Governments, especially from Great Britain, for services 
rendere~ in saving the lives of British subjects. A long cha~ter might be devoted to recounting 
instances of heroism, where lives have been saved by our :fishermen at great risks to themselves 
by acts of daring, which scarcely any but men like our :fishermen, thoroughly accustomed to the 
sea, would have dreamed of attempting. 
It is a well-known fact that :fishermen habitually take extraordinary risks in rescuing their 
. shipmates, or others, in peril. Whittier has unintentionally done a great injustice to the New 
England fishermen by the implications expressed in his poem, "Skipper Ireson's Ride": 
Small pity for him! He sailed away 
From a lea.king ship in Cha.leur Bay-
Sailed a.way from a. sinking wreck 
With his own townspeople on her deck. 
"Lay by, lay by," they called to him. 
Back he answered, "Sink or swim, 
Brag of your catch of ft.sh again l" 
And off he sailed through the fog and the rain! 
Old Floyd Ireson, for his hard heart, 
Tarred and feathered and carried in a cart 
By the women of Marblehead. 
• 1639. The legislature of Massachusetts passed an act to free from all duties and public taxes all estates em-
ployed in catching, making, or transporting fish. .A.ll fishermen, during the season for business, and all ship-builder& 
were, by the same a.ct, excused from trainings. [Hutch., I, 92.] Holmes' American Annals, 1805, vol. i, p. 312. 
t Records of Ma1:1sacb.usetts, vol. iv, P~rt I, page 312. 
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As a matter of justice we print in a foot-note what is doubtless a true review of the facts 
of the ca e; it appeared in the Marblehead Statesmai:i.~ 
" KIPPER IRESON. 
Many a time when traveHng away from his native heath the writer has met individuals whose only knowledge of 
our good old town was that gained from reading the poem of Mr. Whittier which is the theme of this article. When 
the formula of introduction had proceeded far enough to announce that we were from Marblehead, the reply has too 
often come, "Oh! yes, l\forble'ead, where old Flud Oirson for his hord hort was tar'd and feathered and corrid' in a 
cort." So often has this been repeated that there grew within us a feeling of exasperation, and the very name of 
Whittier had an unpleasant sound. This experience gave us the firm resolve that, if opportunity ever offered, we 
would place upon record the protest of one Marbleheader against the libel upon his native town and the insult upon 
the fair fame of her noble women. We ha,e been forestalled in our original design by the publication of the true story 
of Skipper Ireson's ride, by Mr. Samuel Roads, jr., in his "History and Traditions of Marblehead." Immediately upon 
the publication of the history by Mr. Roads, the poet sent him a letter, in which he gracefully acknowledges the truth 
of the story as told by Mr. Roads, and bears testimony to the honorable record of old Marblehead. Mr. Roads's story 
is as follows : 
'' On Sunday, October 30, 1eos, the schooner Betty, commanded by Skipper Benjamin Ireson, arrived from the 
Grand Banks. Shortly after their arrival the crew reported that at midnight on the previous Friday, when off Cape 
Cod light-house, they passed the schooner Active, of Portland, which was in a sinking condition, and that the skipper 
had refused to render any assistance to the unfortunate men on board the wreck. The excitement and indignation 
of the people upon the reception of this news can be better imagined than described. Two vessels, manned by willing 
volunteers, were immediately dispatched to the scene of disaster, with the hope of their arrival in time to save the 
shipwrecked sailors. But their mission was a failure, and they returned.with no tidings of the wreck. The resent-
ment of the people was still further provoked when, on the following day, the sloop Swallow arrived, having on board 
Captaiu Gibbons, the master of the ill-fated schooner. He corroborated tbe story told by the crew of the Betty, and 
stated that the Active sprung a leak at about 11 o'clock on Friday night. An hour later the Betty was spoken, 'but, 
contrary to the principles of humanity,' she sailed away without giving any a,ssistance. On Saturday, Captain 
Gibbons and three of the passengers were taken off tbe wreck by Mr. Hardy, of Truro, in a wh.ale-boat. Four other 
persons were left on the wreck, but tbe storm increa8ed so rapidly that it wa,s found impossible to return to their 
rescue. Captain Gibbons was placed on board the revenue cutter Good Intent, and afterwards went on board the 
sloop Swallow, in which he came to Marblehead. · 
"This statement, by one who had so narrowly escaped a watery grave, made a deep impressiou upon the :fisher-
men, and they determined to demonstrate their disapproval of Skipper Ireson's conduct by a signal act of vengeance. 
Accordingly, on a bright moonlight night, the unfortunate skipper was suddenly seized by severnl powerful men and 1 
Hccnrely bound. He was then placed in a dory, and, besmeared from head to feet with tar and feathers, was dngged 
through the town escorted by a multitude of men and boys. When opposite the locality now known as Work-
house Rocks the bottom of the dory came out, and the pri oner finished the remainder of his ride to Salem in a 
cart. The authoritfos of that city forbade -the entrance of the strange procession, and the crowd returned to Marble-
head. Throughout the entire proceeding Mr. Ireson maintained a dignified silence, and when, on arriving at his own 
home, be was released from cu tocly, his only remark wa , 'I thank you for my ride, gentlemen, but you will live to 
regret it.' His words were prophetic. When too late to make reparation for the wrong they had committed, the 
impulsive fi hermen realized that they had perpetrated· an act of the greatest injustice upon an innocent man. 
"At this late day, when for y ars hi memory bas been defamed throughout the land, and the fair name of the 
women of Marblehead has been su1lied by the fictitious story of one of our best New England poets, it is but just that 
tbe true story ofth affair hould b written. Skipper Ireson was not more to blame than his crew, and, it is believed, 
not at all. When the wreck was spok n and the cry of di tre was beard, a terrific gale was blowing. There was a 
con ultation on bo rd the Betty a to the course to be pursued, and the crew decided not to endanger their own lives 
for the ak of a.ving o!her . Finding that th y were r solute in their determination, Skipper Ireson proposed to lay 
by the wr ck all ni ht or until th storm should a.bate, and then go to the rescue of the unfortunate men. To this 
th y al o d murred, and in ist d on proc ding on tb ir homeward voyage without delay. On their arrival at Marble-
b ad, f aring the ju t indignation of th p opl , th y laid the entire blame upon the skipper. This version of the 
affair i n rally ace pted a tn1 , and for the credit of th town, be it said, that it is one of the few incidents in its 
ntire bi tory that it citizen ba.vo any r .a on to regret." 
Ir. Wbitti r' 1 t r is aa follow : 
" JOH G. WHITTIER.' 
SAILO FISHERMEN OF NEW ENGLAND. 85 
Numerous instances of humane act by ft hermen are on record; a volume could be filled iu 
their naITation, and we quote here two or three as examples of many: 
About the year l863 a fishing schooner, commanded by Capt. Thomas Dench, of Gloucester, 
encountered a heavy gale on George's Bank, in which she was driven from her anchorage and met 
with some damage, losing among other things a boat. Soon after the gale began to moderate, and 
while yet the sea was very rough, she fell in with a British vessel in a sinking condition. Not 
having any boat, it was a problem how the fishermen could succeed in rescuing the imperiled crew. 
This they did by taking some of the ice-house planks which were in their vessel's hold and nailing 
them to the bottom of a gurry-pen.* With this imperfect boat they succeeded in rescuing the crew 
from the sinking vessel and brought them to Gloucester. For this humane and daring act, per-
formed under such difficult circumstances, the captain was awarded a very :fine telescope by the 
British Government. 
The following paragraph, from the Cape Ann Advertiser, April 22, 1881, gives an idea of the 
nature of the rescues which are frequently made: 
''A DARING DEED-TWO GLOUCESTER MARINERS RISK 'l'HEIR LIVES TO RESCUE A COM-
RADE.-The two men who went from the schooner Star of the East, Captain Dowdell, to rescue 
Albert F. Fitch on Brown's Bank on the 3d instant, as narrated in our last issue, we~e Michael 
Doyle and Joseph Hackett, and they are deserving of great credit. Fitch was washed ov~rboard 
wllile engaged in dressing fish, the schooner being at anchor upon the Bank, and was fortunate 
enough to catch hold of a shifting plank which was washed overboard, on which he succeeded in 
keeping afloat for an hour and ten minutes before being picked up. [This is probably an error in 
regard to time.] It was blowing a heavy gale from the northwest, with a strong tide running to 
leeward, and any attempt to go to his rescue was fraught with great peril. But, unmindful of the 
serious risk, Doyle an<l Hackett jumped into an ol<l dory and started away before the wind and sea 
to rescue their imperiled comrade. After they got him on-board of their frail boat they found it 
absolutely impossible to return to their vessel, but succeeded in boarding the schooner Joseph O., 
which was also lying at anchor on the Bank. It took some three hours of constant labor, after 
arriving on board the Joseph 0., to resuscitate Fitch, and the three men remained on board the 
latter vessel from Sunday night until Tuesday afternoon, when the Star of the East was signalized 
and ran down and took the men on board." 
The Cape Ann Advertiser, of the same date, also contains the following note: 
"RECOGNITION OF BRAVERY.-Collector Babson has received the sum of $150 frorri the Massa-
chusetts Humane Society, to be handed over to the crew of the fishing schooner Laura Sp,yward, 
of this port, for their heroic conduct in rescuing the crew of the British schooner Maggie Blanche, 
in the midst of a furious gale on George's last September. Two of the crew, James Lord and Dean 
0l'ockett, ~ho went in a dory and took off the ~aptain and mate of the Maggie Blanche, who were 
lashed to the wreck, will also receive the medals of the society. It will be remembered that the 
men named have also received handsome watches from the British Government in recognition of 
their bravery. The Maggie Blanche was bound from Digby to Barbadoes; her owner, who was on 
board, and two of her crew, were drowned. The master, Capt. John C. Winchester, and mate, 
Thomas Lewis, were lashed to · the deck when the wreck was discovered by the Laura Sayward. 
Capt. James Moore, master of the latter vessel, finding that the wreck was likely to sink before 
the men could be rescued, promptly cut his cable to allow bis vessel to drift, and Crockett and 
Lord put off in a dory, _at the risk of their lives, and succored the imperiled mariners." 
"A gurry-pen is an oblong pen on the deck of the vessel, ~sually 12 feet by 4 or 5 feet, and without any bottom, 
wliich is secured to the deck by lashings. In this is put the offal of the :fish, or :fish-gurry, while the vessel is on tbti 
Bank. 
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43. COSTUME OF THE SAILOR-FISHERMEN. 
Fifty years ago the costume of our :fishermen was similar to that of the average European 
fishermen of the present day. Indeed, among the early records of the Plymouth colony we find 
mentioned a number of articles of :fishermen's clothing sent over by the English capitalists who 
interested themselves in the development of the .fisheries. A writer in the "Fisherman's Memorial 
and Record Book" describes the dress of the Gloucester fisherman in the olden time as follows: "It 
consisted generally of the tarpaulin hat and monkey-jacket or Guernsey frock (sometimes both); 
the barvel, a stout apron of leather, and the ponderous :fishing boots, of astonishing breadth of 
beam, made of the thickest of russet cow-hide, with tops turning up high over the knees, which, 
though cumbrous and heavy, constituted an efficient protection against cold and wet." 
The :fishing dress chiefly in use at the present time is much lighter, more comfortable, better 
:fitting, and better made than that worn by any other class of sea-faring men, except by sailors in 
the Na,y and on yachts. At the Fishery Exhibitions at Berlin and London were exhibited a num-
ber of garments of rubber aml oiled cotton which excited much interest. Not only was the excel-
lence of the material a subject of general remark, but patterns of these garments were requested 
by public officers interested in introducing them into use in the. :fisheries and naval marine of Nor-
way, Rus~ia., and Germany. The contrast between the American clothing and the heary leather · 
garments shown in the Norwegian, Danish, German, and Dutch sections was very striking. 
The dress of the fisherman at the present day, with the exception of waterproof articles, con-
sists of trousers, waistcoat, and coat of some woolen fabric. The coat is, however, very frequently 
replaced by a monkey-jacket or reef-jacket of a heavy woolen fabric, and, in warm weather, a 
jumper, or loose jacket of calico, gingha:rµ, or wool, similar to that worn by butchers. Their under-
clothing is nearly alw~ys of some stout wool, and their feet are covered with woolen socks. The 
ordinary cornrings for the feet, when the men are off duty in the cabin, or when on deck in warm 
weather, are hea,y leather slippers. The head covering is generally a wide-awake or slouch hat of 
felt, though e-very kind of bat or cap seen on shore is used upon the fishing ,essels. A close-fitting 
cap of dogskin or lambskin, with flaps for protecting the face, ears, and back of the head, was 
formerly commonly worn in cold weather. This cap is still occasionally used in winter, but a broad-
brimmed hat of felt, chip, or straw is in more general use in pleasant weather. 
The outer garments of the fisherman, worn when he is at work, are put on o,er his ordinary 
clothing. Since they are peculiar· in shape they will be described separately: 
Oil trousers and jackct.-The trousers are made ,ery large and are pron<led with an apron 
which covers the entire front of the bo<ly with a double layer of cloth, extending high up on 
the chest and held in that position by straps pa sing o,er the shoulders. It has wings or flaps 
extending back upon each side of the hips, which are buttoned or tied with a string at the front 
of the waist. 
The oil-jacket i a doub1e-brea ted garment, shaped much like a pea-jacket. It has upon the 
right-lrnnd si<le an xtra flap, call cl the '' weather piece," which buttons over the flap on the left 
i<le, thu eft ctually excluding th water. The collar i about three inches wide at the back and 
i intended to tand up and button clo ely around the neck. These are sometimes lined with 
flannel. 
The sou -zcester.-This i a hat of the ordinary ou'wester pattern. There are several shapes 
in u am ng our .fi h rmen. The Cape Ann sou wester is regarded by tho fishermen as better 
than any otb r. 
The ju11~er.-Thi · i a light oil-cl t: garmcn haped like a hirt, but with the smallest 
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possible opening at the neck and buttoning closely round the wrists. It extends down to the hips 
and iM worn outside of the trowsers. This is worn instead of the oil-jacket in warm weather, 
especially by men dressing fish. 
The barvel.-This is a stout apron of oil-cloth. The barvel is made in different shapes: 
(a) the barvel proper, which is an apron of heavy oil-cloth, extending from the waist downward to 
below the boot-tops, and upwards·, in a flap, almost to the neck, and is held in that position by a 
strap passing around the neck. The flaps almost meet at the back aml are held in place by two 
strings which cross each other at the small of the back, passing around the body and fastening in 
front. It is generally used in place of the "pants," especially when cod fishing in summer, and 
sometimes when dressing fish, and is occasionally worn in connection with the jumper or the 
jacket; (b) the petticoat barvel, which is in .general form like the ordinary barvel, but has a much 
larger flap, closed at the back and extending under the arms. It extends higher up ou the 
waist than the ordinary barvel. This has but recently come into use among our fishermen, but is 
essentially the same as the garment worn ~enturies ago by the French and English fishermen in 
the Newfoundland and Labrador fisheries. These fishermen used to stand inside of a barrel 
when dressing fish, and the petticoat hung ovm- the outside. The petticoat barvel is chiefly in use 
among the hand-line fishermen and the seiners. 
Oil-sleeves.-These are false sleeves fastened tight about the wrist and extending high up 
on the arm, generally secured at the shoulder with a button. They are used by the men while 
dressing fish and hauling the seines or engaged in any other work in which the arms are likely to 
get we~. 
Monkey-jackets and mutfters.-There is comparatively little difference in the temperature on the 
:fishing grounds in summer and winter, especially on the distant grounds where cold fogs constantly 
prevail, and where, as the fishermen express it, the year is made up of nine months' winter and 
three months late in the fall. The monkey-jacket is substituted in the coldest weather for the 
jumper, and sometimes both are worn together. The only special provision for comfort is a woolen 
muffler, or comforter, with which the neck and face are enveloped. 
Boots.-Fishermen's boots are either of leather or rubber, the latter material being in more 
general use in winter, while leather is chiefly worn in summer. Ordinary rubber boots, costing 
from $3.50 to $5, are commonly used. The hip boots are sometimes, though not frequently, worn. 
Among the Bank fishermen boots of russet leather are preferred to the black ones, but whether 
red or black, the leather fishing boots are generally of thick cowhide or" grain-leather," with very 
heavy soles. 
Quality of oiled clothing.-The oil-clothes made in New England are acknowledged to be the 
best in the world. The oil is applied with more skill, the materials are better, and the patterns 
the most convenient. Both double and single thickness of oil-cloth are used, the latter chiefly in 
summer. All of the garments described, except the barv:els, are also made of rubber, and are fre-
quently used by the fishermen. These wear longer and are preferred in winter because they do not 
stiffen or crack in cold weather; the price, however, is considerably higher. The cost of a jacket 
and "pants" of oil-cloth, in 1880, was from $3 to $3.50. A corresponding suit of rubper costs about 
$10. 
HAND COVERINGS.-A variety of coverings for the hands are in use : 
(a) Woolen mittens.-These are made of coarse yarn. Inappropriate as it may seem, they are 
almost always white, colored mittens being considered by some fishermen unlucky or "Jonahs." 
The more liberal :fishermen respect the prejudices of their companions. These mittens are used 
not only for warmth but as a protection to the hands when dressing fish. They are always 
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washed after the work of dressing the fish is .finished. Men going on a long cruise provide 
thems l e with everal pairs of the e mittens. They may be bought in the shops for about 50 
cent a pair, but are often made by members of a .fisherman's family. 
(b) Cotton mittens.-These are similar in shape to the woolen mittens; tliey are made of pieces 
of cotton drilling ewn together, and, like the woolen mittens, are white. They are used principally 
for dre sing mackerel in the summer season and handling the seines, being cooler and more com-
fortable in warm weather than those made of wool. The cotton ones cost about 25 cents ·a pair. 
(c) Rubber mittens.-These are sometimes lined with :flannel, and whP-n not so lined are made 
\ -
very large in order to fit over the ordinary woolen mittens. They are used to a limited extent by 
the winter .fishermen and cost about $1 a pair. 
(d) Oil-rnittens.-These are usually made of stout cotton drilling and oiled. They are used in 
the same manner as the unlined rubber mittens, being worn over woolen mittens. They cost about 
50 cents a pair. 
(e) Mackerel gloves.-These are made of woolen y4airn and resemble mittens, except that the 
forefingers have separate coverings. By this arrangement greater freedom of motion is allowed to 
forefingers of men who are eviscerating or "gibbingn the mackerel. 
(/) Hand-haulers.-These are tight-fitting gloves of woolen yarn, with long wrist pieces, 
extending half way up the forearm, and very short finger and thumb stalls. These are used by the 
hand-line :fishermen in the winter, being worn with the nippers, described below. The short 
finger-stalls are supposed to facilitate the free use of the fingers in baiting the hooks. The hand-
haulers are not sufficiently common to be kept for sale in the shops. 
(g) Nippers.~These resemble wristlets in general appearance, but are worn around theu 
lower part of the :fingers instead of around the wrist. They are knit of woolen yarn and, like the 
mitten , are always white. They are used by all trawl and hand-line fishermen, but not by mack-
erel fishermen. They are held in the h·ollow of the hand, when the line is being hauled, for the 
sake of greater eas~ in obtaining a grip. They are stuffed with woolen cloth in such a manner 
that there is a narrow crease in t.he center between the two edges, by the friction of which the 
hand is aided in its e_ffort to retain a gra p upon the lic.e. Nippers are for sale in all the shops, 
and co t 50cents a pair. Unlike all the other articles of clothing and hand wear, the nippers form 
part of the outfit of the vessel and are inclu<led in the" stock charges," of which the crew pay 
one-half. 'Ihe only exception to thi rule is the usage, which occasionally prevails, of giving a 
uit of oil-clothe , at the expcn ·e of th ve el and crew, to an expert "salter" for his services on a 
Bank trip. A halibut e el, expected to be ab ent from port about six weeks, carries froru a 
dozen an<l. a half to two dozen pair' of uipper ', and tbe Grand Banker carries c:1 still larger supply, 
sometime four or i · dozen pair . Large quantitie of nipper are made by the fishermen's widows 
at Glouce ter to , born tbi indu 'try affords a partial support. These women also knit some of 
the mitten , tbough the greater part com from the maritime districts of Nova Scotia and Maine. 
ipp r ar c 1 o mad l> · th youn O' 1 die' of ea board towu , for ale at church fair . 
(h) Finger-cots.-Tli 1 '~ ar parate finger- tall of rubb .r or wool worn by mackerel fishermeu 
u1 u th• forcfinrr r wb u llau<l-liuiu ,,. for mackerel. They are k pt i11 the shop and cost about 5 
num 
ardrob i · eldom stored in che t or trunks. The 
forec ·tl r ·nd r it unadvi ·able to fill up the pace 
~·ith f tlJi d · riptiou. h :kipp r h wev r, · m tim , cauie ache t, or '' donkey," 
a tll ft ·h ·rm ·n · 11 it. Th oil cl th 1 , ·bi ·h f rm the l>ulkie.:t portion of the fisherman's ,lre , 
f \ bi ·h h1• c, r:ri two o more t:>u.it , ·annot be t · w away iu a co11nned pace, but are always 
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hung up in ome convenient place. If they were put away·wet they would mold, aud if dry they 
might heat and ignite; above all, it i · necessary that they should be ready for use at a moment's 
notice. Each member of the crew ha his own nails or hooks upon which his oil clothes are always 
hung. The act of donning the oil· kin suit is called " oiling up." Every man carries from two 
to five changes of clothes, which he stows away in a canvas bag called a'' clothes.bag." Conve-
nience, as well as the fisherman's prejudice against valises, causes this custom to be almost univer. 
sally observed. The bag is about 18 inches in diameter and from 3 to 4 feet long, and is stowed 
in the back part of the berth. Some men use it for a pillow. 
BED·CLOTHING.-Another part of the fisherman's outfit, which may properly be considered in 
connection with his wardrobe, is his be<l·Clothing. This includes a mattress, or, more generally, a 
sack of a coarse hempen fabric stuffed with straw, called a bed·Sack. In Gloucester these are 
kept m the outfitting stores and are furnished by the owne~s and charged to the men; when filled 
and ready for use they cost $1.25. The other bed.clothing, furnished by the men themselves, 
consists of blankets or quilts, of which ea0h man carries one, two, or more. _ The pillows are 
stuffed with feathers or straw, and are provided by the men. When a man changes from one 
vessel to another he carries with him his clothes-bag, his bed·sack, and his bed.clothing; hence 
the common expression which is used to describe the man who is leaving a vessel and who is said 
to "jerk his straw." · 
SHORE 0L01'HES.-The clothes which the .fishermen wear on shore are in no way peculiar. 
The better classes in Gloucester live at home or in their boarding.houses; and after returning 
from a trip they cast aside their vessel clothing, and appear well dressed and well behaved· 
44. FOOD ON THE VESSELS. 
Mr. Osborne gives the following list of stores carried by a Grand Bank cod schooner with a 
crew of twelve men setting out for a three months' cruise: 
Beef ........... . ........•........... ... ... barrels.. 5 Co:ffee-.......... ............. ... .......... pounds.. 15 
Pork ....................................... do.... 1 Condensed milk (cans) ..................... dozen.. 4 
Pigs' knuckles ..•........................... do.... 1 Onions .........................••••....... bushel.. 1 
Butter ................................... pounds .. 200 Potatoes .................................... do.... 10 
Lard ...•................................... do .... 150 Beans ..................................... barrel .. 1 
Flour ... · ................... : ............. barrels.. 8 Dried apples ................................ do.... 1 
Rice . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ...... ..... bushel.. 1 Dried peas ................................ bushel.. 1 
Oatmeal .......................... -......... do.... ½ Essence of lemon (bottles) .. : ........ : . .... dozen.. 2 
Indian meal ...... - ....................... pounds.. 20 Raisins ..... _ . ... .....................•.... boxes.. 4 
Hard.tack crackers ........................ barrel.. ½ Pepper ....... __ .......................... pounds.. 2 
Corn·s-tarch ............................... papers .. 12 Salt ........................................ bags.. 3 
Saleratus ................................. pounds. . 5 Mustard .................................. pounds.. 2 
Bakiug powder (packages) ................. dozen.. 4 CloYes ............ ····"· .................... do.... 1 
Hops ...... ; ............................... pound .. 1 Ginger ............................. -........ do .... 2 
Brown sugar .......................... ... pounds .. 350 Cassia ...................................... do.... 1 , 
Molasses .................................. barrel.. 1 Sage ......... .. ........................... boxes. . 4 
Tea ...........•.......................... pounds.. 20 Nutmegs .......... ........................ pound.. t 
In connection with his discussion of life on board the vessels, Mr. Osborne speaks of the manner 
in which these articles are prepared for the table. He writes: "From a glance at the list of provis· 
ions it is evident that, in the hands of a good cook, there is no reason why the crew should not be 
provided with excellent fare. The table on board the vessel was very good indeed; the lack of 
fresh provisions was felt, but the bread and the butter, and, in fact, the fare generally, ~as far 
better than that of the Provincials in tho ports where we landed. I was surprised to :find the 
:fishermen living so well, and spoke of it, asking if it were generally so. In answer to this I was 
informed that on our vessel living was not_ better than the average, ·and that the crews of many 
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vessels fared far better, since, :fishing upon grounds closer to the shore, they had more frequent 
chances of obtaining fresh provisions." 
In former years :fishermen did not fare so well as at present. Capt. Gideon Bowley, of Prov-
incetown, made his :first trip to the Grand Bank about the year 1828, in the schooner Plant. He 
gives the following account of the provisions carried by the vessel, and the routine of life on board 
while fishing on the Bank: '' The schooner Plant was a topsail schooner of 63 tons 0. M., carrying 
~ight men and a boy-cook. The provisions for three months consisted chiefly of the following arti-
cles: 1 barrel of flour, 1 barrel of beef,½ barrel of pork, 20 bushels of meal, 16 bushels of potatoes; 
beans, dried apples, 1 barrel of molasses, 1 barrel of rum, 2 cords of wood for use in the :fireplace, 
and 40 barrels of water. Sometimes they carried no flour, and then the larder was always supple-
mented by two or three barrels of rum. The vessel had a large open fireplace in the forecastle, 
in which over a wood-fire the cooking yVaS done. 
"The daily routine of meals was as follows: Breakfast at 7.30 a. m., consisting of brown bread, 
fish chowder, and tea and coffee, sweetened with molasses. When there was no :fish the chowder was 
replaced by a dish called 'smotheration,' composed of potatoes and salt beef. Dinner at 12. We had 
sometimes soup, either made of salt.beef with ~ice in it, pea soup or bean soup. Nothing under 
heaven but boiled beans. Brown bread, boiled potatoes, boiled beef twice a week, Wednesdays 
and Sundays (when there was beef enough). When there was no :fish on the table there was some-
thing else, such as corned :fish and potatoes, or fried :fish. Supper at 6: brown bread and the :fish 
or whatever else was left over from dinner." 
Capt. Chester Marr gives the following description of the fare on board the :fishing vessels of 
Gloucester about the year 1830: "The Gloucester fleet numbered about :fifty boats, most of them 
'Chebacco boats' or ' dog-bodies' and pinkies. The manner of Ii ving on board of the vessels 
was very simple; the food was mostly :fish, no meat at all, and no soft bread; no butter nor sugar, 
• nor knife or fork unless we carried them ourselves. Each man had a pan and a mug. We had 
black tea boiled in an iron kettle. We had our food in one tin pan, and each man had a spoon 
and we'd all sit 'round and _eat our victuals out of it. We used to make our own matches out of 
pine wood and sulphur. I shall never forget the :first time I went to the Bay of Saint Lawrence. 
A'ter I went on board I asked the skipper how long he had taken stores for; he answered, for 
about four months. When I got a chance I went down into the hold to see what he had, and this 
was what I found: 2½ barrels of molasses, 16 barrels of hard bread, ½ barrel of salt beef, z barrel 
of pork; rice, potatoes, beans, pepper, and chocolate. 
"This was for four months. We used to boil our chocolate with rice, in a sort of pudding. I 
never saw a bit of sugar on vessels for years-nothing but molasses. The whole outfit did not 
co~~ $200. We lived jist so to home as we did on board of the vessels, pretty much." 
The :fishermen of former days employed, as cook, a boy of from twelve to sixteen years, whose 
pay was almost nothing. On European fishing vessels the practice of having a boy for cook is still 
universal. The cook of New England ve sels at the present day, on the contrary, is one of the 
most important men on board; with the single exception of the captain, he is the best paid man on 
the ve el, and is often given a "lay" that makes his remuneration quite equal to that of the skip-
per. He is therefore expected to be a skillful cook and a generally capable and reliable man, and 
to him · u u 11 intru ted the re ponsible duty of naming the quantity of the provisions which he 
which he 1 ct and take n board for any given cruise. 
All them m er of a hooner' crew, from the captain to the smallest boy (if any boys are 
\i rried), oat at the one ta l_, and fare reci ely alike. The cook almost always decides what he 
SAILOR FISHERMEN OF NEW ENGLAND. 91 
shall prepare for each meal, and if he be well qualified for his work the dishes are sufficiently 
numerous and varied to suit any but the most fastidious ap·petite. 
Salted or corned meats are now alw;ys carried, though most vessels on leaving port take more 
or less fresh meat, and some which are engaged in market fishing have more fresh meat than any 
other kind. Hard bread is rarely or never used, except to make puddings. The '' soft tack" 
made on the :fishing vessels often equals in excellence the best bread that can be obtained on shore. 
Canned milk, eggs, fruit, and other delicacies are often carried. · 
There can be no question that :fishermen, ordinarily, are provided with much better food than 
the people of the same class engaged in shore pursuits. To the improvement in the food is per-
haps due the greater longevity of the :fishermen, and the long period during which they may be 
actively engaged in a sea-faring life. The changes in the manner of fitting out the :fishing -vessels 
have been slow. It is said that the Marbleh~ad and Beverly :fishermen ·began the innova-
tions by carrying extra supplies of provisions, the property of individual members of the crew. 
Sometimes every man would have his own butter tub and can of sugar on board. Gloucester has 
always taken the lead in improving the food of its :fishermen, and, as early as 1850, vessels were fitted 
out from that port in much the same manner as at the present time. The introduction of canned pro-
visions has been of great importance to the fishermen, and, of course, there is dissatisfaction at the 
change on the part of many of the older men, who think that their successors are indulging in need-
less luxury, and also on the part of some of the :fitters upon whom falls a portion of the increase in 
tile expense; such articles as milk and eggs are, however, paid for by the crew. There is, of • 
course, some. foundation for the feeling that the profits of the business are decreased by this mQre 
expensive style of living, but it is also true that men of the better class would not be willing to 
submit to the privations and hard fare endured by their predecessors. 
The shrewdest fishery capitalists have satisfied -themselves by experiment and observation. 
that it is to their interest to provide their vessels with good provisions and a good cook, and to 
keep their vessels in the best of order generally, since by these means they secure good men, 
who are coo.tented to remain in their service. Those firms in Gloucester which have a reputation 
for liberality have no difficulty in securing any men whom they may desire to have in their service. 
One of the most striking changes is that ardent spirits are no longer supplied as a part of the 
out.fit of the vessel. The history and significance of this change is discussed elsewhere. 
On some of the smaller vessels of the New England coast, such as those employed in the shore 
:fisheries of Maine, and many of the Boston market boats, the fare is probably little better than in 
the olden times. Some of the vessels are correspondingly antiquated in their rigging and outfit, and 
the fishermen retain many of the characteristics which have been referred to in connection with the 
offshore :fishermen of olden days. The :fishermen of France still live in the old way. Our vessels 
on the Grand Bank are sometimes boarded by the crews of the French bankers, who look upon 
them much as the hungry school boy looks upon the baker's shop. They eagerly ask for soft bread, 
which they consider a luxury. 
The American :fishermen undoubtedly fare better than any other class of sea-faring men, except, 
perhaps, the officers of merchant vessels. 
45. DISEASES AND LONGEVITY. 
DISEASES OF FISHERMEN.-The most common diseases among the :fishermen of Gloucester are 
consumption, rheumatism, typhoid fever, and dyspepsia; but the pure air which the men breathe 
a1:1d their active lives save them from many of the ailments which are common upon shore. As 
might naturally be expected from the exposure to which they are subjected, consumption is the 
• 
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mo t prevalent di ease, but since they are well fed this disease is much less common than would be 
uppo d. Au experienced physician · of Gloucester says 
6
th at consumption is especially prevalent 
among young men under thirty-five years of age. 
Colds are somewhat prevalent in severe weather, though many fishermen have the idea that 
if they go to sea with a cold it will disappear as soon as they get out of sight of land. 
The occurrence of dyspepsia is accounted for, by one who knows, in the following manner: 
"Fi hermen eat from three to :five meals a day, and mug up between meals whenever they can get 
a chance, and in rough weather, when they a.re getting no exercise, they frequently eat a hearty 
meal and lie down immediately; this injudicious course results in many cases in chronic incli-
ge tion." 
Rheumatism frequently results from exposure to cold and wet, and men who are engaged in 
packing :fish in ice are especially liable to this complaint . 
.As is always the case on shipboard, there is much irregularity, and bowel complaints are very 
prevalent; and this also has its effect upon the health of the men. The di~sipation into which 
some of the crews plunge when upon land has an injurious effect upon their constitutions, and 
breaks down many stroug men. 
Cases of nervous exhaustion are not at all uncommon, especially among skippers and :fisher-
men who are ambitious for promotion or to become wealthy. This is particularly observable in the 
halibut :fishery, in which the skipper, whHe making passages to and from the fishing grounds, is 
constantly watchful and wakeful for many days and nights, and sometimes does not remove his 
clothing for many days. The immoderate use of tobacco is believed, in some cases, to have aggra-
vated the effects of such over-exertion. Strong young men, in this way, break themselves down- in 
the course of three or four years, so that they are obliged to turn their attention to less arduous 
branches of the :fisheries. The custom_ prevalent among cod fishermen on George's of :fishing night 
and day in order to be "high line," or :first in success among their shipmates, is also wearing 
in the extreme, and does not fail to tell upon the constitutions of those who practice it. The 
exhausting character of the halibut :fisheries, indeed of the winter :fisheries generally, may be 
judged of from the fact that men over forty-five years of age rarely engage in them except as 
masters of vessels, young blood and strong limbs being necessary; and those who have not succeeded 
in attaining to the dignity of skipper before reaching that age, having become exhausted by the 
arduous labors, seek either some other branch of the :fisheries in which there is less hardship, or 
some employment on shore. 
MEDICINES.-All the :first-class Gloucester :fishing vessels carry medicine chests, but the judi-
cious use an<l proper condition of these depend upon the skipper, who usually administers any 
r medies which may be needed. The e medicine chests are :fitted up by reliable druggists in 
Glouce ter, e pecially for the nee of the fishermen, and are accompanied by a book of instruc-
tion , y the ai<l of which any intelligent man can prescribe for the diseases to which :fishermen 
r li ble. erient , cathartfo , purgative , salve , and liniments are the remedies mor:,t fre-
qu ntly call for. ext t tho e come expectorants and other cough medicines. The only surgi-
c· l iu trum nt which ac · rupanie the outfit i the lancet.• 
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MARINE n SPIT.A.LS.-There is no provision for the reception of invalided fisherm"en into 
ho~pitals. Ve l ailing und r a fi hing Ucense pay no hospital dues, and so far as we can learn 
have no ho pital privi1 ge . In arly colonial days New England fishing vessels were obliged to 
contribute to the upport of th Greenwich Hospital in England, but this abuse was remedied in 
1760 uvon the representation of Mr. Fairfax, collector of Salem.* 
The hospital at Halifax, Nova Scotia, affords a refuge to our fishermen such as they cannot 
find in any of our own ports. 
DISEASES OF WHALEMEN AND SEALERs.-Scurvy appears to be the commonest disease amoug 
the crews of whaling vessels. This is caused by an excess of salt in their food, and usually begins 
to show itself about six or eight months after the vessel bas left the borne port. The principal 
symptoms of scurvy among the men belonging to the South Se:.:L whaling vessels is in the swelling 
up and softening of the limbs of the sufferer. Thi~ disease affects the crews of whalers in the 
Arctic Seas in a very different way, the limbs of the sufferers turning black and shriveling in size. 
Scurvy often leaves sequ_elrn which render the victims lame for life. 
The venereal disease is not unusual on whalers for a few months after a stay in port: rrhis 
disease 1s rarely met with among the crews of the fishing vessels. 
The sealing crews from Stonington and New London engaged in the captur·e of fur seals and 
sea elephants in the Antarctic,~ about Cape Horn, and in the Sout.hern Indian Ocean, are subject to 
disease from expo ure, and, worst of all, they are afflicted with scurvy. A veteran sealer tells us 
that in all his experience he never had his crew suffer from scurvy, because be required them to 
subsist largely on seal meat, which he considers a sure preventive of that disease. 
In cases of sickness on board of whaling vessels the captain and mate have charge of the sick. 
Medicine chests are carried, usually larger than those on tbe Gloucester fishing vessels, and the 
patients are prescribed for by the aid of an accompanying book, which contains instructions 
sufficiently explicit to enable any man of intelligence to treat such sicknesses as ordinarily afflict 
men at sea. 
LONGEVITY.t-In former days, when the mackerel fishery was carried on by band-lining, it 
was not infrequent for boys to begin their fishing life at ten or tweJ-rn years of age, and two or 
three such were usually found on every mackerel ve&"Sel; but at present boys are rarely shipped 
until they have attained to manly stature and the age of fifteen or sixteen. A smart young man 
of American parentage is likely to have won his position as master before be is twenty-five years 
spirits of camphor; 26, spirits of hartshorn; 27, tincture of rhubarb; 28, tincture of bark; 29, wine of antimony; 30, 
mercurial solution; 31, muriatic tincture of iron; ~2, Seidlitz mixture; 33, castor-oil ; 34, purging piUs; 35, gum arabic; 
:36, blue pills; 37, opium pills; :38, fever powders; 39, calomel ancl jalap; 40, Dover's powders; 41, quinine; 42, ipecac; 
4:-J, calomel; 44, tincture of myrrh; 45, rhubarb; 46, magnesia; 47, P eruvian bark; 48, tartar emetic; 49, powdered 
cnbebs; 50, nitrnte of potash; 51, sugar of lead ; 52, white vitriol; 53, blue vitriol; 54, tartaric acid; 55, red precipi-
tate; 56, alum; 57, gnm camphor; 58, iodide of potash; 59, lunar caustic; 62, lancet; 63, syringe; 64, the Mariner's 
Medical Guide. Gloucester, Mass., 1880. 
* November 7, 1733.-A letter from tho General Court to their agent, Francis Wilkes, in London, contains this 
passage: "Ever since the tax upon seamen called the six-penny duty for Greenwich Hospital has been required heh~ 
there has been some uneasiness, but of late it has increased very much upon the demand of jt from fishing vessels 
that go out a fishing and many times return at night, ancl never go to any other port, but return into the harbors of 
Marblehead, Salem, Gloucester," &c. Shortly before this time, William Fairfax, collector of Salem, summoned some 
of our :fishermen for non-compliance with the custom. Suits against them were abated in our courts. Mr. Fairfax 
sent a representation of the matter to the British authorities. No further demand of the kind was made for tbc 
hospital money to 1760, as a Boston Gazette of tlrn,t year certifies. Felt's Annals of Salem, vol. ii., 2d ed., p. 217. 
tMr. William Abbott, of Rockport, Mass., 94 years old, is very active and smart. He frequently goes out in hb 
dory :fishing, and into the woods nearly every day to bring out his burden of fire-wood.-Cape Ann Advertiser, April 
15, 1881. 
Capt. John Paine I-lavender, of Provincetown, has made fifty-eight voyages to the Grand Bank.-Gloucester 
Telegraph, April 16, 1870. 
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old, and in some instances by the time he is eighteen years of age. A man who has not become a 
skipper by the time he is forty.five years old is usually thrown out of the more arduous fisheries and 
seeks employment in those requiring less exposure and fatigue. Skippers, especially those engaged 
in the mackerel and summer-market fisheries, often retain their positions until they have attained a 
ripe old age: Capt. Chester Marr, for instance, over seventy years of age, and a great-grandfather, 
is still actively engaged in the summer fisheries, and Capt. King Harding, of Swampscott, who is 
one of the most successful masters in the well-known Swampscott market fleet, still holds his promi-
nent position. It very frequently occurs, however, that a skipper after reaching middle age engages 
in some more lucrative e!]1ployment on shore. If he has been sufficiently fortunate in his career 
as a fisherman to have laid up the necessary amount of capital he may become a vessel-fitter; 
otherwise he is likely to take some responsible position on shore in connection with the curing or 
packing of fish. It is estimated that not over 12 per cent. of the skippers of the Gloucester fleet 
are over fifty years of age. This is rather an exceptional case, for the fisheries of Glouc·ester 
are more arduous than those of other places. At Provincetown and s_ome other ports there is 
a much larger percentage of elderly men in command of the vessels and among the crews. In 
talking with several elderly fishing captains of Provincetown we have gained the impression that 
the career of activity ·and usefulness is much longer now among fishermen than it was at the 
beginning of the present century. The Provincetown fisheries are not especially laborious or peril-
ous, yet we are told that fifty years ago a man forty-five years old was considered aged and only fit to 
sit around on shore and chop kindling wood and perform other household tasks, while now a man 
of forty-five is regarded as in his prime. This, of course, may readily be accounted for by the differ-
ence in the character of the accommodations on shipboard and the better quality of the food which 
is now provided.* As regards the actual longevity of men who have en.gaged.for the whole or part 
of their lives in the fisheries it is probably not less than that of men engaged in any other· outdoor 
pursuits. In Gloucester one may find dozens of hearty old men who have spent thirty or forty years 
at sea, and similar instances may be found among the whaling captains of New Bedford and Prov-
incetown; and especially is this true in the case of the retired fishing captains of Maine, of whom it 
is a common saying among their associates that "they never die until some one kills them." Even 
in Nantucket may still be found many veterans of the whale fishery so many years ago discontinued. 
Of course, in considering these facts, we must bear in mind that the general average of longevity 
has much decreased in cousequence of so many fishermen having lost their lives by accident in the 
period of their greatest vigor and health. 
46. THE FINANCIAL PROFITS. 
DIVISION OF PR0FITS.-In another section the manner in which the fishing vessels are fitted 
out is discus ed, and the business an-angement or "lay" according to which the expenses of the 
outfit ar' <lividecl cmd the proceeds of the year's work distributed. Here it is only necessary to 
pc~al· uf tb • mauner in which the fishermen are affected by these various business arrangements 
and" of th ir per onal relations to the fishery capitalist. 
The mor extensi re and more profitable the ft hery, the more necessary and natural is the 
,11 vi.-iou of th per· n ' engaged in carrying them on into two classes-the capitalists and the 
fi ·h rm n. 
In th· opinion of Ca.pt. Gid ·on Bowl ·y, of Pr-o incet-0wn, in his oath men got unserviceable for sea after they 
~() tc forty- 1 • • •ar , 'ncl rtre thought old m~o. man after forty-fiv could not get a berth on Bank ves el . Now 
th_-y" up o i ·tv. After forty-ft o he taid at home, made fish and tended lobi,ter pots. Capt. Bowley attributes 
lb, rtl · t ih of liquor. He has been ou the Grand Bank when the veij:i~l carried two barrel.a of Medford rum. 
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Prior to 1840 almo t all the :fishing vessels of New Englan~ were owned in large -pa11 by the 
fishermen them~elves. In 1850, in the larger ports, like Gloucester, Portland, and Provincetown, 
the control of the vessels pas ed to a great extent into the hands of capitalists, or owners,. as 
they are called. In the smaller ports, including most of those on the coast of Maine and Connecti-
cut, the fishing vessels are still owned almost entirely by the .fishermen themselves. In the whal-
ing fleet the change has not been so radical. As might be supposed, this :fishery has almost 
always been under the control of capitalists. The outlay for building and provisioning vessels so 
large and so long absent from port is ordinarily beyond the means of men who are willing to undergo 
the hardships of the fishery. 
At present, the majority of the vessels engaged in the Gran~ Bank cod fishery, hailing from 
Provincetown, Plymouth, Beverly, and the ports of Maine, as well as many of those from Glouces-
ter, are manned chiefly by :fishermen who are hired by the trip or paid monthly wages. In all the 
other :fisheries the crew, as a rule, "go upon shares," receiving at the end of the season (but in 
Gloucester, and occasionally in other ports, at the end of the trip) a. specified proportion of the 
proceeds from the sale of the vessel's catch. 
The universal adoption of this practice in Gloucester has had the effect of drawing from other 
ports many of the most capable of their :fishermen. These men prefer to realize at once the amount 
which they have earned rather than to wait until the end of the season, becoming indebted to the 
capitalists for the supplies needed by themselves and families, thus placing themselves somewhat 
at the mercy of thec;e men if they choose to be exacting. This is especially the case with the 
younger men, who want their money as fast as ~hey earn it. 
FISHERMEN'S EARNINGS.-The statistics of the Gloucester fisheries for 1879 show that the 
average earnings of each :fisherman amounted to $175. This amount, however, is below the aver-
age annual earnings, and does not give a fair idea of the amount that can be earned by a man in 
a year, or of the amount that is ordinarily earned by a successful :fisherman. 
In the'' Fisherman's Memorial and Record Book" may be found the record of a large number 
of "big trips" in the George'lil mackerel and haddock :fisheries. In many instances the share of 
each member of the crew is mentioned. In the Grand Bank halibut fishery for salt fish, i.n one 
instance, the vessel was absent twelve weeks, and the crew shared $286 each. In another, after 
five months' absence, $326; in another, after fourteen weeks, $257 each. 
Allusion is also made to "big trips" in the fresh-halibut .fishery on the Banks. In one instance 
the "hi.g-h line," or most successful of the crew, realized $1,300 as his share of the year's stock; in 
another each of the crew shared $858. On a single trip in 1871 the crew shared $e13 each, being 
absent five weeks, and on another, occupying nine weeks, $363. ~ In another instance, on a trip of 
thirty-four days, $236; in another of twenty days, $171; in anot~er of four weeks, $161. 
The largest amount made by one man on a George's trip is recorded at $243. Th~se trips 
occupy from two to three weeks. Other instances are given where these trips yielded $125 to 
$160. The largest season's share mentioned was in 1865, when the "high line" made in the year 
$1,105, and the cook $] ,402. 
Much larger average shares have been made by successfu--1 mackerel men. Several instances 
are mentioned in which the "high-liner's'' share ranged from $260 to $575 for a summer's work. 
In the haddock fishery, occupying four or five months of the winter season, instances are men-
tioned where the crew shared from $377 to $560 each. 
It should be stated that in all of these instances the prorlts of the skipper of the vessel, includ-
ing captain's commission, are usually double tbe share of auy member of the crew. 
It will be seen, also, that men eng·aging in summer in the mackerel fishery, and in winter 
; 
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in the haddock :fishery, have an opportunity of making a yearly profit considerably larger than 
those mentioned. 
The various cases just cited are, however, extraordinary ones, and the fishermen were re-
garded as unusually fortunate. A capable fisherman, with ordinary success, engaging in fishing 
at all seasons of the year, should make at least from $300 to $500. It is probable that the fisher-
men of those New England ports which do not engage in the winter :fisheries do not, as a rule, make 
more than half as much. 
The profits of the labors of the shore or boat fisherman are generally much less. In the 
winter shore fisheries of Provincetown, in some s~asons, the fishermen pay out more for bait than 
t.he':fish which they catch are worth. The price of clam bait at that port is $6 per barrel, a_nd, 
since a barre_l will last a dory only two days it is evident that their fishing must be uniformly suc-
cessful to insure them the slightest profit. 
OREDI'1.' SYSTEM.-In many fishing pmts the fishermen become largely in debt to the men who ' 
supply them with boats, and provisions needed by their families while they are fishing, and they 
are often obliged to labor under considerable disadvantage~. There is little evidence, however, 
that the capitalists are _to blame for this, since they are quite as dependent upon the vicissitudes of 
the :fisheries as the men to whom they supply the means of carrying ou the actnal work. 
MARBLEHEAD FISHERMEN in 1834.-The financial condition of the fishermen of Marblehead 
in 1834 was described by a correspondent of the Marblehead Gazette, as follows: 
"I promised to lay before your readers the reasons why fishermen of this town are unable to 
gain IJ'.!-Ore than a bare subsistence by means of their laborious and dangerous occupation. Many 
of the young fishermen are addicted to gambling and other bad habits which reduce their circum-
stances. Not so with the older ones; they are an industrious and p enevering class of men who 
endeavor, by all the means in their power, to· gain a livelihood and be independent. These men 
have many obstacles to contend against besides those common to us all; they have to contend 
against tp.e speculators on fish; these men often get the fish for one-third part less than they are 
worth, on account of their combining themselves and frightening some one of the shoresmen with a 
story respecting the low price fish will shortly stand at; or perhaps the shoresman _iR interested, and 
can make more money by selling part of the fish in his possession, thereby setting a standard price 
for others to sell at, and shortly after purchasing directly or indirectly· the remainder and then 
speculating upon it. They also have to contend against enormous prices levied upon stores and 
provisions of all kinds for themselve while at sea, and their families at home. These, sir; are the 
cau e why th~ fishermen of Marblehead are always poor. It is easily seen that if the speculator 
i, succes ful in establishing his price that the :fishermen will fare but poorly, as the speculator will 
not be contented with a small profit if be can have a larger one. I therefore advise the :fishermen 
of this and all other towns to form ocieties for the purpose of protecting themselves. It is not 
a hard matter for them to gain the a cendency, if they keep a bright eye to wind ward, and do not 
· ru. t A B, and with the management of their affairs." 
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47. OFFICERS AND DISCIPLINE ON FISHING AND WHALING VESSELS. 
THE SKIPPER .A.ND ms DUTIEs.-The fishing vessels of New England h!l've practically only 
a single officer, the "master" or "skipper," familiarly known to the crew as the "old man." On 
some Cape Cod vessels, and also on some from the coast of Maine, one of the crew is known as the 
"fir8t hand," and is recognized as the person left in charge during the captain's absence, though 
he otherwise has no authority. The skipper has the entire responsibility of the management of 
the vessel, and has absolute control of her movements. In the Gloucester fleet, and, with the 
exception already mentioned, all along the coast, the crew are on a footing of absolute equality, 
and, in case of acoi~ent to the skipper, some one is selected by common ·consent to take command 
during the remainder of the voyage. The skipper has no authority except that which his pe.rsonal 
influence gives him and the deference which men accustomed to control instinctively command. 
He must be a natural leader, and generally gifted with superior intellect and tact, in order to get 
along with the crew, there being no special laws like those in the marine service, which give hL·. 
authority over his men. In cases of insubordination he must have recourse to his pllys; ::< 
strength. If he cannot sustain himself in this manner, his influence over the crew is gone. T ' .ere 
have been many instances of vessels, commanded by the most skillful skippers of Gloucester, : 
having ~een compelled to return home without comp1eting_ their trip on account of insubordination, 
which the skipper could not overcome. Skippers naturally hesitate to come into personal conflict 
with their men, because by so doing they render themselves 1iable to arrest for ·assault and 
battery. The skipper is in every respect on an equality with tlie members of his crew, except 
when he is directing them in some kind of work, and the commands are usually given more in the 
form of a request than of an order. The cabin in which the captain sleeps and lives is shared by 
the crew., a part of whom sleep there, while all of them are at liberty to use it as a sitting-room 
when they choose; the skipper and the entire crew eat together in the forecastle. 
DISOIPLINE.-An excellent idea of the discipline on the Grand Bank cod vessels is given by 
the observations made by Mr. Osborne, in another part of this report. 
On the whaling ships a strict system of organization is maintained similar to that in the mer-
chant marine, except that it is even more formal and severe. The captain and his officers are 
secluded from the rest of the crew, occupying anothBr part of the ship and eating by themselves. 
The captain has absolute control over his men, and is assisted in maintaining this control by bis 
officers, of whom there are always from five to seven. The manner in which the whale ships are 
officered will be described elsewhere. On the sealers a similar system of discipline is kept up, 
though it is less formal, the vessels being ~maller and the crew, since they are picked men and 
usually of American birth, are naturally more upon terms of equality. 
It is easy to understand how the present system of officering the fishing vessels has grown up. 
The fisheries have grown in importance and the vessels have increased in size, while the customs 
of previous centuries have remained unchanged. Men who were neighbors on land and were en-
gaged in the shore fisheries together would have no need of spe~ial officers or of special systems of 
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discipline. They :fished on terms of perfect equality, and frequently any one of them was equally 
competent to take charge of the vessel in case of necessity. It is probable that in the early days 
of the New England fisheries vessels were often :titted out for the :fisheries without the form of 
selecting any one to take charge. This, of course~ could be the case only with very small vessels. As 
vessels increased in size, it became necessary for some one to be designated as the leader, but since 
it was usually the case that many or all of the crew owned shares in the vessel ~he position was 
not one of undivided responsibility. The position of master was often kept up simply to fulfill the 
requirements of the law, and the person occupying the position had no more actual.authority than 
any other man on board. Traces of the old manner of doing things may still be found on vessels 
from some of the smaller New England ports. The Swampscott vessels, for instance, are to the 
present day usually owned by several members of the crew, and the master holds his position more 
as a matter of form and honor than on account of any particular responsibility which he assumes. 
Sometimes each member of the crew owns a share in the vessel in which he ships. Many of the 
Cape Cod vessels are managed in very much the same way. The captain always_ has associated 
with him two or three" sliaresmen" who are members of the crew. These men usually own a part 
of the vessel or, at least, assume a part of the responsibility of fitting her out with stores and ap-
paratus for a voyage. If they are not possessed of sufficient capital to assume.this position on their 
own responsibility, they are supplied with capital by the actual fitter of the vessel, and the posi-
tion is maintained in a .fictitious manner. The " sharesmen" are, as a rule, unable to advance the 
money, and they are consequently obliged to obtain the :fittings on credit from the capitalists or 
"owner," who undertakes the financial responsibility of the voyage. 
In Gloucester and other large ports the influence of the old traditions is seen in the condition 
of the discipline on the fishing vessels. The members · of the crew seldom have any pecuniary 
interest in the success of the voyage, other than their share from the sales of the :fish. The ma-
jority of the skippers likewise are not directly interested in the vessel which they command, except 
so far as .their share and percentage on the stock are concerned. 
The fishermen have so little responsibility and interest in the vessel that they are accustomed 
to leave her whenever they choose. · Some of the fishermen seldom make two trips on the same 
vessel; and it is not uncommon for parts of the crew to a ban don their vessel wh~n she is on the 
point of leaving port on a fishing voyage, even aifter the sails have been spread for departure. The 
success of fishing trips is occasionally materially injured by members of the crew leaving a vessel 
when she is obliged to touch at other ports during the progress of her voyage. The crew, under 
such circumstances, have the master of the vessel very much at their mercy, for it· is against the 
law of the United States for a vessel to leave any of the crew ashore in a foreign port until they 
have been absent more than twenty-four hours, and they cannot therefore be considered as 
deserters. The ma ter has but a limited power to compel his crew to remain on board, and they 
sometimes take advantage of this fact by going ashore at will, saying that if the master leaves 
them on shore he is liable to the penalty of the law. 
The char cter of the ma ter' authority has been already explained, but he is not supported 
in thi y law. Hi only legal hold upon the movement.a of the men, when the vessel is at anchor 
in t e h rbor, i his power over the boat belonging to the vessel. These are the property of the 
i bi charge, nd m n taking them without leave may be prosecuted for stealing. 
r 1877 Capt. D ni 1urphy was pro ecutetl for damages by two of his crew, whom 
cotia. They were not ucces ful in their suit; the captain 
f ve el' d rie withou leave and were therefore guilty f 
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theft. Notwithstanding the fact that they were unsuccessful, the suit cost the captain a large 
sum, probably more than bis profits for the entire voyage, in addition to his loss of time. 
Such instances of disobedience as the one referred to above are most liable to occur du.ring 'the 
absence of the master from the vessel. He is, of course, obliged to attend to business upon the 
land, and, since he has no one on board to whom he can delegate his authority, the _vessel is left 
without authority to enforce discipline. . 
The crew are supposed to sign shipping papers when they join the vessel, though many 
masters ship their crews without any formality whatever. These shipping papers, when signed, 
usually attach some penalty to absence from duty without leave, but. the utmost penalty that can 
be inflicted is one which, within the memory of man, has never been enforced-that the fisher-
man's share in the proceeds of the trip shall be forfeited. 
In cases where the .American consuls at foreign ports have been appealed to for assistance in 
controlling an unruly crew, they have. stated plainly that they had no authority in the matter. 
The difference in this respect between the :fishing and whaling vessels is too evident to require 
comment. A severer system of discipline is needful no less at sea "than on shore. Many of the 
:fishing vessels are absent from two to six months, with crews of from ten to twenty-five men. It 
cannot be otherwise than that frequent necessity should arise for the exercise of authority to 
quell insubordination and to enforce proper attention to duty. 
It is evident, from ~ consideration of the above facts, that there is need of a reform in the 
-methods of officering the :fishing v_essels of the United States and maintaining discipline on _board 
of them. On the smaller vessels the demand for a change of this sort may not be so strenuous, 
but even in these a different system of organization could result in no harm. 
NEEDFUL . REF0RMS.-ln the opinion of many of the most experienced :fishing masters and 
:fishery capitalists of Gloucester an<l other ports, the following cb,anges would seem to be extremely · 
desirable: 
(1) More care in the selection of mast-ers of :fishing vessels. They should not only be required 
to pass an examination in seamanship and navigation, their proficiency to be attested arid signed 
by a board of examiners, as in the case of the merchant marine, but they should be selected with 
reference to their good judgment, prud'ence, and humanity. Mere ability to obtain good""fares" of 
fish by some sort of haphazard luck should not be regarded as a sufficient recommendation for a 
man to whom are to be intrusted the lives of a number of men, and property worth s_everal thou-
sand dollars. The skippers of Gloucester· vessels are frequently selected for no other reason than 
because they are supposed to have good luck, or, as the fshermen express it, because they are 
"killers." Luck of this sort is, of course, but lit~le to be relied upon, and in the long run such men 
are perhaps less successful than their rivals who are skillful and observant. 
(2) Since the needs of the :fishing vessels are at the present day not very different from those 
employed in the the whaling and merchant m_arine, it seems evident that there should be more than 
one officer. There should be a mate, or first officer, who should share the responsibilities of the cap-
tain. He should have authority in the absence of the captain, and in case of accident to the latter 
should at once take charge of the vessel. This man should, of course, be subject to examination, 
like the captain, or, at any rate, should give evidence to the proper persons of his ability to perform 
the duties of his office. The creation of a grade of subordinate officers among the :fishermen would 
undoubtedly have a_ good effect upon the whole body of men engaged in the pursuit. The number 
of responsible positions would be doubled, and the responsibility placed upon these men would 
render them more sedate and reliable. They would be recognized as in the line of promotion, and 
their eflbrts to improve themselves wou~d ~e greatly stimulated. The advantage to the :fish~ry 
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capitalists also would be very great, since they would be able to supply vacancies in the list of 
skippers from men who had been systematically trained for the position, instead of being obliged 
to. select untried men at random from among the crews. At present the only means by which·the 
owner can select a skipper for one of his vessels is upon the recommendation of son;ie other skipper 
with whom he has sailed, and every one knows how little value such recommendations ordinarily 
possess. 
(3) The enactment .or the confirmation of laws by which the relations between the crew, the 
skipper, and the owners shall be clearly defined. It is the common belief that the same laws 
apply to the fishing vessels that are in force with respect to merchant vessels. Even if this be the 
case, the question of law is but little considered by the fishermen in the discipline on board of a 
.fishing vessel. The officers should be supported in the necessary measures which they may take 
to quell insubordination or mutiny and to prevent disorderly conduct, the. same rights being recog-
nized as in the case of merchant vessels~ The crews should be obliged to sign shipping papers in 
regular form, and these papers should be regarded as legal contracts,. and means for their enforce-
ment should be provided; this, too, without the necessity of protracted and expensive law snits. 
American consuls in foreign ports should be instructed to aid the masters of vessels in controlling 
disorderly men. Such a provision as the last one would have an important effect in controlling 
.the acts of crews in provincial ports. It is now possible for two or three of the crew, by drunk-
enness and disorder, to neutralize the well-meant efforts of all their ~ssociates and prevent the 
success of the voyage. 
(4) The investment of the officers of the vessel with a greater amount of dignity. It is, of 
course, impossible on board a :fishing vessel to maintain the same ~ind of exclusiveness which_ pre-
vails on a merchant vessel or a whaler. The number of officers is less, and the nature of the 
employment prevents all ceremony. At the same time it is within the power of the officers, by 
their personal bearing, to prevent familiarities on the part of the crew, and thereby greatly to 
increase their own influence. 
Su.ch provision for the maintenance of discipline on board of the vessels are especially neces-
sary in a port like Gloucester, where the fishermen are of different nationalities and are often men 
who have been unable to hold their own in other ports on account of their notoriously bad char-
acters. A considerable percentage of the fishermen of Gloucester resemble, more than those of 
any other American :fishing port, the ordinary sailors, though far superior to the average men who 
compose the crews of merchant and whaling vessels. 
SABINE ON DISCIPLINE OF FISHERMEN.-The following words, written by Sabine in 1852, 
and referring more particularly to the Labrador cod fishery, are none the less applicable at the 
pre ent time, and to all branche of the fisheries of the United States: 
"The s lection of a ma ter i a point so important to owners that a word upon his quali:fica-
ti ns will not be ami . Be ide all the responsibilities at sea which devolve upon a master in the 
merchant rvice, he ha are and anxieties which are unknown to that branch of maritime 
ad ventur . !Ii pa age being afely made, the ma ter of the merchantman is relieved by the 
coun el an a i t n e of the owner or con ignee. But it i not so with the master of the fishing 
ve l. During the period devot d to fl hing hi labor i arduous in the extreme and come what 
. ' ' will, i the d · late and di tant r gion which he vi its hi own sagacity and prudence are his 
nl · r lia c . f a not nnfre ue tly happ n , he be unfortunate as to .have among his crew 
two or t r r fr ct ry pirit ho ek t poiso the mind of all the rest; if others, who boasted 
J n l ~, b for i in fr m h me, how veil and nickly they could use the plitting-knife, or how 
led tlJ y er i <li ri ting the a~t, rov too ignorant to be trusted; or if 
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(W rj man under his charge, without being dogged or incapable, is still of so leaden a mold as to 
remain immovable under promi e of bounty or promotion, these difficulties must be but new 
inducem nts to u e extraordinary per ·onal exertions and to preserve his reputation at the expense 
of his health and strength. Even if there are none of these embarrassments to contend with, his 
ordinary employments require an iron frame and au unconquerable resolution. 
"A friend who has seldom failed to accomplish what he has undertaken, and whose life has been 
full of daring enterprises, has often as ured me that while on the Labrador shore his duty and the 
fear of making a 'broken' voyage kept him awake and at bis post full twenty hours every day 
Lhroughout the time employed in taking fish. 'Once,' said he, 'I was deceived by every man that 
I had on board my vessel, my mate alone excepted. Each ship~ed, as is usual, to perform a par-
ticular service, and each boasted of his accomplishments in catching, dressing down, or salting 
away; but there was neither a good boatman, an adroit splitter, nor a safe salter among them all. My 
situation was painful enough. I was interested in the loss or gains of the voyage, and was too poor 
and too young in command to bear the consequences of returning without a full fare; and, besides, I 
was never good at accounting for bad luck, and felt that it was far easier for me, even under these 
untoward circumstances, to fill my vessel than to explain to every·one who would question me at 
home as to the causes of my failure, and the result of the matter was that I got as many fish per 
ton and per man as any vessel that I met on the coast.' 'Another season,' says the same friend, 
'while in the West India trade, I was disappointed in obtaining a cargo, and was compelled to go 
to Labrador or haul my schooner up. I was too restless to be idle and resolved upon fishing .. It 
was three weeks too late, and, on attempting to ship a crew, I found that no good men were to be 
had, and that I must take raw ~rishmen, and a drunkard for a mate. 
" 'The chances, as you may well suppose, were all against me, but I made the voyage and 
obtained as many :fish as my vessel could carry. But I always had pistols in my pockets, and 
enforced most of my orders with a threat or a handspike. I slept full dressed, and with arms in 
my berth. A battle with one or more was almost of daily occurrence, and I was in constant fear 
either of losing my own life or of being compelled to take that of some one of my crew to overawe 
the rest.' These incidents occurred on voyages made from a port on the frontiers of Maine, and 
before the commencement of the temperance reform, and are, of course, to be regarded not o~ly 
as having been rare in former times but as never happening now. But the master's duty, if he be 
an efficient man, is never an easy one. If he would provide for every contingeney and make sure 
of a cargo det:ipite of every adverse event, he must not even allow the full repose which nature 
craves. It is upon his regularity and perseverance in procuring fresh bait, a service which must 
sometimes be performed at the hazard of his li~e; upon the frequency of his visits to his boats, 
which are often miles asunder; upon his readiness to use his own hands to make up the laggard's 
deficiency; upon his economy and system in the use of time and outfits; upon the degree of energy 
and regularity which he infuses; and, finally, upon the care which he exercises in dressing and 
salting the object of his search that the success or failure of the voyage mainly depends. Masters 
who are able and willing to sustain these varied and incessant calls upon their bodily vigor and 
mental activity are to be found, probably, in every fishing port. But it is very certairr that the 
number has sensibly diminished during the last twenty years, and that the transfer to other and 
more profitable and ambitious commands is still going on. The mercantile men of the commercial 
emporium of the North, and the packet-ships of the commercial emporium of the Union, rank 
deservedly high; but were their counting-rooms and quarter-decks to yield up all, or even half, of 
those whose birth-places were on the two capes of Massachusetts, and whose earliest adventures 
were ma<le in fishing-craft, they would lose many high and honored names. So, too, were either 
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to cease recruiting from the same sources, the humble employment of which I am speaking would 
speedily become more prosperous, in public estimation more respectable, and of consequence be 
consi<lere<l more worthy of the care and protection of our rulers."* 
48. NAVIGATION. 
NAUTICAL INSTRUMENTS CARRIED.:--The best equipped schooners carry the following nauti-
cal instruments: (1) A chronometer; (2) a quadrant, octant, or sextant; (3) an aneroid barometer; 
(4) a spy-glass; (5) a clock; (6) a patent log~ and (7) compasses, of which three kinds are used, viz, 
the wooden, brass, and liquid compasses. Every vessel carries two compasses, usually a wooden and 
a brass one; the former being used,in light weather, the lat.ter in _stormy weather. The liquid com-
pass is now often substituted for one of _the others; in fact, the liquid compass has come into very 
general use of late years among the better class of Gloucester vessels. 
The use of compasses on board of dories is not unfrequent. Some three or four extra com-
passes for this purpose are sometimes carried by different members of the crew on a vessel engaged 
in the off-shore fisheries. This p~ctice is_ not as general as it should be, since these compasses are 
not furnished by the own~rs of the vessel, but are purchased by the crew for their personal use. 
Many men are unable to provide themselves with this very essential safeguard. 
The vessels always carry one or more charts, with the parallel ruler and dividers necessary 
for_ their proper use, and many of them have a "1\Ianual of Navigation "-commonly known as an 
Epitome~and a Coast Pilot. 
Every sea-going vessel carries two compasses and occasionally an extra one in addition. 
A clock is a part of the regular outfit, and there are very few of the larger vessels which do 
not carry a spy-glas8. 
Very few vessels go to SE:a without a barometer. This is the case not only with vessels from 
Gloucester but also those from other ports, except the small boats engaged in shore fishing. Nearly 
all the v-essels which fish out of sight of land carry either a quadrant, sextant, or octant, the former 
being most commonly in use, while the latter, by its_ higher price, is prevented from being so gen-
erally adopted, although they are recognized as being better. The chronometer is very rarely car-
ried, except on the vessels engaged in the halibut fishery, and not always on those. The Epitome 
·and Nautical Almanac are necessary on board of vessels which carry a chronometer; but they are 
sometimes carried by vessels not thus provided. 
Tb.e charts most popular among the :fishermen, and generally in use, are those prepared by 
Capt. George Eldridge. The Coast Survey and Hydrographic Office charts are also occasionally 
included in the li t. The Admiralty charts of the coast of the British Provinces are used to some 
extent by ve sels :fishing in the Gulf of Saint Lawrence, or such as are habitually visiting Provin-
cial port for bait. 
Blunt's "American Coast Pilot" is generally in use; the excellent manual published by the 
Uoast nrvey rarely finds its way on board of our vessels. 
It is ery unn ual to find ave el without an almanac, in which are given, in a convenient 
form for ret renc , tide-table for the important ports along the coast, The Farmer's Almanac, 
u li h d in Bo ton, i the favorite among the New England :fishermen. 
T e e 1 ar ft te t ith the e instrument in the following manner: The compasses and 
part of the r gular outfit of the e el and are supplied by the owner, as also is 
P -gla ; but the remain r of t e apparatus and the charts are generally owned 
11 American Fisheries, pp. 171, 172. 
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hy the skipper; the xtra compasses for use in the dories, as bas already been mentioned, being 
supplied by different members of the crew. 
When a chronom ter i used, it i ordinarily hired by the skipper, the crew paying half and 
the vessel half. It is insured by its owner, and the cost of insurance charged in the rent, so that 
if it is lost with the vessel there is no demand for restoration upon those who hired it. 
Previous to 1865 few fishing vessels carried a log of any description. Occasionally an old-style 
''chip-log" was seen on board, but as a rule fishermen estimated their speed by noting alongside 
how fast the vessel passed through the water-a somewhat unique method of keeping "dead 
reckoning." It may seem remarkable that anything ~ike accuracy could have been thus attained, 
but we are assured that many of the old fishermen became exceedingly expert in judging a vessel's 
speed, and with their knowledge of local currents and the frequent use of the sounding-lead they 
seldom failed to make good "land-falls." 
Some form of patent '' harpoon" log is now most commonly used, since these are less expensive 
than the patent taffrail logs. The liability of the former to injury in shallow water or to loss through 
sharks biting off the tow-line has of late led to the more general use of the taffrail logs, which are 
considered the most reliable. 
USE OF NAUTICAL INSTRUMENTS.-The manner in which the masters of fishing vessels learn 
tlie art of navigation is discussed in another chapter. It is sufficient to remark here that those 
in charge of the vessels belonging to the Gloucester off.shore :fleet are frequently very competent 
na~igators, others, though they may have s~fficient knowledge to sail a vessel back and forth, are 
really not so competent as they should be. 
The skippers of mackerel schooners and other vessels which are usually in sight of land have 
less use for instruments, and rarely, if ever, take observations. 
Much of the success of the fishermen, in bringing their vessels into harbor without accident, 
is due to their habit of taking frequent soundings, and to their intimate knowledge of the shape 
and cbara~ter of the bottom along those portions of the coast which they chiefly frequent. 
D.-DANGERS OF THE FISHERIES. 
49. DANGERS TO THE VESSELS. 
Tbe cbaracteristfos of the fishing schooner and its management will be discussed hereafter. 
We shall here consider the dangers to which these vessels and their crews are exposed. 
The dangers to which these vessels are liable may be considered under nine heads: (a) Dangers 
on the fishing grounds; (b) dangers encountered while making passages to and from the grounds; 
(c) dangers in approaching and leaving the shore; · (d) dangers from collision; (e) dangers of the 
harbor; (/) dangers from ice; (g) dangers from fire or lightning; (h) dangers from attacks of 
marine animals; (i) and dangers from defects in the construction of the vessel itself. 
DANGERS ON THE FISHING GROUNDS. 
DANGERS OF TilE COD FISHERY ON GEORGE'S B.A.NK.-Judging from the record of disasters,. 
the George's fishery is probably the most dangerous one in the world. On this ground over one 
hundred Gloucester vessels are constantly employed, winter and summer. In summer a few New 
London vessels resort there, principally for halibut, and it is also visited by a fleet of mackerel 
catchers. The peculiar dangers of this fishery are encountered chiefly in tbe winter. It is the 
custom for the vessels in· winter to anchor close to one another upon some portion of the Bank~. 
The favorite locality is in the immediate vicinity ang to the eastward of extensive shoals, on which 
there is from 2 to 12 fathoms of water, and where the waves break in rough weather. There are 
few instances where vessels which have been lost in this locality have left any record of the nature 
of the disaster which befell them. There is therefore doubt as to bow most of the losses have 
occurred, but the theory is generally accepted that the vessels drifted into shallow water and 
foundered. There have been a few cases in which vessels have righted with loss of masts after 
being rolled o'"er by thA waves, and the crews have survived to tell the tale. Most of the losses 
have been during heavy easterly gales, when the vessels may have been forced into shallow water. 
The proximity in which the ve els are anchored greatly enhances the danger to which they are 
expo ed, for if one of them goe adrift it may become necessary for many of those to leeward to cut 
their cables and also go adrift. Sometimes nearly the whole fleet has been thus set adrift at once. 
Of cour e, if tb y can retain their bold upon the bottom they are in comparatively little danger. 
The theory i held by many fi hermen that loss i often occasioned by a drifting vessel com-
ing into colli ·ion with on at anchor, an accident which is most surely attended with fatal results 
to oth. Tber i onl. once in ta.nee on record where a vessel thus drifting into contact with an-
oth r c pe de tructi n, and in thi ca:e the ve sel which she struck immediately sunk. This 
theory r iv s tr n rr up port from th fact that there have been so many hundreds of narrow 
lJ 
c P fr m colli ·ion etw en ve 1 thus drifting about. In the columns of the Cape· Ann 
d ,~ rti r a d in the louce t r " Fi, h rman's .Memorial and Record Book" may be found re-
r u in. tance · of thi ki d. The e gal ar generally accompanied by dense snow and 
y ith 
r ain o 
c pe c llision. It is the common custom for 
m rg ncy, and if it is po • ible 
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to see the drifting vessel in time they may succeed in getting clear. Since there is no insurance 
on cable , th re is great reluctance to cut them as long as there is a possible chance of escape 
from colli ion in any other way. Then, too, the men feel that if they can hold fast to their 
anchorage they are safer than they would be if adrift and running the risk of going on the shoals 
or colliding with other vessels. For these reasons they often refrain from cutting the cables until it 
is too late, in hopes that the drifting vessel will clear them. Numerous instances are told of cables 
having been cut only when the approaching vessel was on the top of a wave and the one at anchor 
was in the hollow of the sea directly under it. At such times a moment's delay would be fatal. 
There are doubtless many instances of careless negligence in failing to keep a proper watch and in 
not having the appliances at hand for cutting the cable. Very often the ropes are stiffened with 
ice and the sails so heavy with snow that it is impossible to raise them in time to avoid disaster, 
even though there may be time to cut the cable. Perhaps, however, the principal cause of disaster 
is the reckless daring of the fishermen, who persist in remaining at anchor in close proximity to 
other vessels even when they see the gale is coming, and, by r~m~ving their anchorage a short dis-
tance, they might greatly lessen the risks of disaster. They are led to remain in the same position, 
and to take resulting risks, both from the fear of losing an opportunity of securing a fare of fish, 
and from a dislike to the .appearance of timidity. In spite of all the dangers, and the fact that s_o 
many vessels of the George's fleet are yearly wrecked, there are many skippers in t_he service who 
have never sustained even a serious loss of property. An old Gloucester skipper told us that for 
24 years he had fished on George's and had never lost even a cable. He attributed his gooa. 
fortune to the fact that in the pleasantest weather he never ·" turned in" at night without seeing 
that everything on deck w~s ready for the ·most unexpected emergency. The skippers who can 
boast such a record as this are men usually rcllowned for prudence, skill, and intelligence. In 
many instances the greatest care is rendered ineffectual by the. recklessness of others. 
DANGERS ENCOUNTERED BY THE BANK FLEETS.-Vessels fishing on Le Have Bank, the Grand 
Bank, and other banks of this region, are exposed to dangers scarcely less to be dreaded than those 
which have just been described. On account of' the greater depth of the water the likelihood of 
foundering upon the shoals is less, except in the vicinity of Virgin Rocks and Sable Island. The 
vessels do not congregate in fleets to such an extent as upon George's, and the peril from collision 
is therefore less imminent. Although, when the number of vessels engaged is taken into account, 
the losses in the Bank .fishery have not been so numerous as on George's, still there have been several 
seasons when the losses have been large, as in December, 1876, when twelve sail and one hundred 
men were lost on Le Have, the Western Bank, and Banquereau; and again in the fall of 1879, when 
the loss was little less sev~re ... Another element of danger from collision is met with in the Bank 
fisheries, for in the summer and fall the fishing fleet is located directly in th~ track of the ocean· 
steamers plying from Europe to the United States. There are few, if any, recorded instances of 
the destruction of vessels in this manner, but losses have occurred in summer when the weat~er_ 
was pleasant and when the only plausible theory to account :ior their loss was that they had been 
run down by passiug steamers. 
Vessels of the Gloucester halibut fleet are accustomed to lie at anchor in winter in water from 
100 to 200 fathoms deep, and are consequently much more likely to go adrift than the George's-
men, which are anchored in water varying in depth from 25 to 35 fathoms. When once adrift, 
they are obliged to "lie to" in heavy weather, and are exposed to much greater danger than when 
at anchor .. The greatest danger to the drifting ves&-el is its liability to drift into shallow water 
and to bring up suddenly by the anchor taking a, fresh hold upon the bottom. · This often causes 
them to ship heavy seas or to be knocked down-that i.s, to be turned over flat on their sides so 
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that the masts touch. the water. The schooner David A. Story, in December, 1880, got adrift in 
this manner, and one of her crew reports that in his opinion the anchor caught~ and that she 
shipped a sea. which knocked her down, causing her cable to part. Fortunately none of her crew 
were lost, but the man on watch had his leg broken, the vessel's deck was swept, her foresail 
split to pieces, fore boom and gaff broken, and 400 fathoms of cable lost. A similar accident 
occurred to the schooner Andrew Leighton, of Gloucester, December 10, 1876. While adrift she 
was·knocked down by a sea. so that, according to the statement of her crew, her mast-heads lay 
in the water. Fortunately, however, she righted, and ultimately succeeded in reaching home in 
safety. This vessel was lost in October, 1879, and it may be met her fate in this manner. 
Vessels lying at anchor on the Grand Bank under riding-sail aione are sometimes knocked 
over by tornadoes: An instance of this kind occurred on the 29th of August, 1876, when the 
schooner Walter F. Falt, of Gloucester, was blown over. The crew was lost, and the vessel was 
afterward seen :floating upon her side. In the fall of 1875 the schooner Epes Tarr, of Gloucester, 
anchored on the eastern part of the Grand Bank, was knocked down and dismasted. 
The frequent loss of the rudders of fishing vessels, while at anchor on the Banks, is another 
danger to which they are liable. Many instances of this kind have occurred. In most cases the 
fishermen have succeeded in rigging a temporary steering apparatus, by which they have been 
enabled to reach the home port in safety. Some vessels have been lost through the rudder-braces 
getting loose; and the consequent wrenching of the rudder-head starting a leak which caused the 
abandonment of the vessel. An instance of this kind occurred on the Grand Bank in the spring 
of 1879, when the schooner Edwin C. Dolliver, of Gloucestfr, sprung a leak and sunk. Her crew 
was taken off and brought home by the schooner Thresher, of the sam<' port. In addition to the 
danger of being knocked over, there is that of shipping a sea. while at anchor, which is sometimes 
at~ended with serious results, both to the vessels and the men. 
Heavy seas are so often shipped that numerous instances might be cited, but one or two will 
suffice. In the early part of 1877 the schooner John S. Presson, of Gloucester, while riding out a 
heavy northwest gale on the western part of the Grand Bank, shipped a sea which swept her decks 
and injured her about the stern to such an extent that, after the gale abated, she was obliged to 
put into Halifax for repairs. In January, 1879, the schooner 'Howard, while at anchor in the deep 
water on the southern edge of Le Have Ridges, shipped a heavy sea which swept her decks, 
smashing several of the- dories and starting the house o.n deck, causing her to leak considerably. 
DANGERS TO WHALING VESSELS,_._Whaling vessels are not exposed to so great danger as the 
merchant vessels passing over the same portions of the ocean. The whalers, while on the cruising 
grounds, are under short sail and keep a careful lookout, especially at- night, when, if there be 
anything unusual or unexpected, demanding speedy work, all hands can be called, and only a few 
moments are then required to shorten sail and make everything snug. In thick weather, however, 
especially on the Arctic grounds, there is greater danger on account of ice and of collision with 
other ve sels. · 
· DANGERS TO SEALING VESSELS.-The fur-seal fishery is carried on in the Antarctic Ocean, 
where the ve els are at all time exposed to sudden changes of wind, and frequently to heavy gales, 
hlch un xp ctedly overtake them on a lee-shore and sometimes cause their loss. 
Th ch oner u ed in the seal heries are liable to some of the disasters to which the Glou-
c ter fi hiog v are bjecte , except those accidents caused by carrying too heavy press of 
il, for i thi re p ct the al fi hermen ~xercise more prudence. Sealing schooners are com-
11 to k P co par tiv 1 n r la d, followi g up the boats sent ashore to take the seals, and 
xp 1 th 1ang r f l> i g 1 wn h r r driven n r cks. In Ian ling boats, s~nt from 
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the sealing chooner a bore to bring ba k the . al- kin , there is great dang~r of being swamped, 
or upset, and injured by the heavy surf. About four years ago a boat's crew of twelve men was 
lost in this manner. A succes ful landing is, of course, attained only by carefully watching for an 
interval between the breakers, allowing sufficient time for the boat to be run upon the shore. 
In the sea-elephant fishery vessels are lost by being driven ashore, or on the rocks, from their 
anchorage, there being no protection, in the way of good harbors, frq_m the violence of on-shore 
gales. 
The bottom of the bays of Heard's Island, in the Southern Indian Ocean, which is the principal 
resort for sea-elephants, is hard, slaty rock, and therefore extremely poor ground for anchorage. 
On this account, as well as from the fact that the harbors afford indifferent shelter, several vessels. 
· have beenlost in that locality, ~aving been driven ashore, though having out an~hors dispropor-
tionately large compared wi~h the size of the vessels. 
The vessels used in this fishery are exactly like whaling vessels, and the boats belonging to 
the vessels are the same as those used in both sealing and whaling, than which no boats are better 
fitted for landing in the surf. 
DANGERS TO VESSELS FISB'.ING .A.LONG THE 00.AST.-Th~ principal dangers to which the mack-
erel vessels are exposed are heavy and sudden gales, by which they are taken unawares and driven 
upon a lee-shore. They generally fish near the coast, and are therefore specially liable ·to this 
danger. They are, however, excellent sailers, and, except under extraordinary circumstances, 
can make a harbor, or gain an offing before the gale is too heavy. The chief disasters to the 
mackerel fleet have occurred in the Gulf of Saint Lawrence, in the vicinity of the Magdalen 
Islands, Cape Breton, and Prince Ed ward Island. The north shore of the latter island has been 
the scene of many disasters. This is a peculiarly undesirable spot for vessels in a gale. There 
is a long stretch of coast, crescentic in shape, without available harbors in a gale, while at either 
end of the crescent are long sand-bars, the whole forming a pocket out of which it is very difficult' 
for a vessel to beat its way. In the "Yankee gale" of 1851 a great many vessels were cast ashore 
along this whole coast~ Losses have occurred since then, the severest ones in 1873, when many 
vessels and lives were lost in that vicinity. Disasters have been frequent at the Magdalens, 
resulting in loss of property and lives. As many as twenty-four sail of vessels were driven 
ashore at Pleasant Bay, on Amherst Island, one of the Magdalens, in 1873. Cheticamp, a one-
sided harbor or anchoring place on the north side of Cape Breton Island, has also become some-
what noted for the losses that have occurred to the mackerel fleet in that locality. These have · 
been chiefly during the prevalence of southeast gales, which blow with almost irresistible fury 
from the highlands forming the southern side of the harbor. In this region most of the harbors 
have a bar at the entrance, and are consequently most diffi.cult of access at the very time when 
most needed. The water, too, is shallow, and in heavy gales the seas are sharp and exceedingly 
dangerous, making it very difficult for a vessel to work off from a lee-shore. To add to the danger, 
there is a current usually setting in the same direction as the ~ind. When the winds blow over 
the highlands of the islands t~ey are squally and baffling. A gale in the Gulf of Saint Lawrence 
is, perhaps, more dreaded by :fishermen than one on any other part of the coast, as it can rarely 
occur without bringing them in close proximity to a lee-shore. 
Gloucester has suffered less in proportion to the size of its fleet in the Gulf of Saint Lawrence 
than have Provincetown, Wellfleet, and the various ports of Maine. Cape Cod lost largely in the 
gale of 1851, but not so much in that of 1873. One reason for the fewer wrecks among the Glou-
cester vessels was the fact that they are better prepared with anchors and cables than any other 
vessels in the world. Great loss of life bas resulted from these disasters, though the drifting of a 
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vessel upon the shore is not always attended with fatal consequences. In many cases the shores 
are sandy, and the crews are enabled- to land in safety before the vessel goes to pieces. In some 
instances the vessels are forced ashore by putting on a great amount of sail, so that the men can 
land dry-footed when the tide ebbs. It is frequently the case that vessels are launched again, after 
the gale has abated, without suffering any serious injury. When this is not possible, the fish are 
landed and sent home, and the fittings and stores, and even the hull itself, sold at auction for the 
benefit of the owners. The American VAssels are so strongly and well built that even after they 
have been sunk they are sometimes sold at auction as they lie under water, and afterward raised 
and refitted for active service. 
The best chance for safety, in cases where it is seen that a vessel must go ashore, is to run 
them bow first upon the land, especially where the beach is sloping_. When this is done, all sail 
that the vessel is capable of carrying is spread. 
DANGERS WHILE MAKING PASSAGES TO .A.ND FROM THE FISHING GROUNDS. 
Fishing vessels making passages at any season of the year are subject to the same 
dangers as other sea-going crafts. In summer the dangers are comparatively few, for the winds 
are usually moderate, and in warm weather the crew is in better condition to handle the vessel 
properly and to meet any exigencies that may arise. Tremendous hurricanes, however, sometimes 
occur in August and September, and at times there are . gales even during the other summer . 
months. Two of the most remarkable hurricanes in recent years were those of September 8, 1869, 
and August 24, 1873, both of which caused a great amount of destruction to life and property in 
.the fishing fleet. At the time of the hurricane of 1873 several vessels were on the passage home . 
from the Grand Bank. They were deeply laden with fish. · Some vessels were lost and many 
met with serious damage and narrowly escaped destruction. Mention of a few instances of this 
kind will perhaps suffice. The schooner B. D. Hawkins, of Gloucester, was caught in a hurri-
cane in the vicinity of Sable Island. At fi~st she was hove to under a two-reefed foresail, which 
was later reduced to a three-reefed. After lying in this manner for some ho.urs, she began to drift 
toward the northwest bar of Sable Island and was soon in shoal water. It became necessary to 
take in sail and to anchor, but the wind blew with such violence that the anchor would not hold 
and the vessel drifted into only 11 or 12 fatkoms of water. As she would certainly be lost unless 
something were done to check her onward course, the spars were cut away and let go "by the 
· board," and, with considerable difficulty, were cleared from the wreck. With the masts gone, she 
presented a much smaller surface to the wind, and as the current set to windward the anchor 
held and she rode out the gale. After the gale, jury-masts were rigged and the vessel worked 
toward the land. She was finally towed to Port Hawkesbury, in the Strait of Canso, to _be 
repaired. 
The schooner Sarah P. Ayre, of Glouce ter, which was also on her passage home from the 
Grand Bank, encountered the hurricane in the vicinity of the eastern part of Banquereau. The 
wind blew with such violence that it wa twon impossible to keep sail _on the vessel. She was kept 
nearly head to the ea by the aid of a " drag" rigged to the anchor, which was paid out more than 
10 fathom . fter drifting for a few hour the anchor caught bottom on the shoal part of Ban-
qner au in from 16 to 20 fathom of water, and where the sea ran so high and sharp that for a 
time it wa th ught that the v 1 would founder. The crew, however, with difficulty succeeded, 
in cutting th ca le. The ·el th n rove· u er bare pole before the gale, broadside to the ea 
nd · d. By thro ing out oil the force of th waves wa o reduced that she met with little 
·' 
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loss. It is supposed that the schooner Henry Olay, of Glou.c ter, another of th n k fl ., t 
returning home, wa.s lost in this same hurricane. 
Although the fishermen are exposed to more or le dang r in tbe u mer ea n, th 
greatly increased in the winter months, when heavy gale are v ry fr qu nt, and th ril m d 
greater by extreme cold. The rigging and sails are then coated with ice nd now and it i almo t 
impossible to either set or shorten sail. 
DANGER OF BEING "TRIPPED."-.A vessel may be knocked down or trippe , either while run-
ning before the ~ind or lying to in a gale. The comparative sballowne , of th merican ft bing 
schooners renders them particularly liable to this class of disa r . ome branch of the ft h-
eries, especially those for fresh halibut and haddock, render it imperative that the p age home 
should be made with the utmost. dispatch, in .order that cargoes may arrive in good condition and 
therefore bring the highest prices. Great risks are taken by these ft hermen in running th ir ve el 
during gales, frequently in the trough of the sea. This is extremely hazardou and likely to r ult 
in the vessel being "tripped," or knocked on her beam ends. 1n February, 1876, the chooner 
Howard, while ret~rning from the Grand Bank with a trip of fre h halibut, wa running in a 
strong northeast gale. She was knocked on her beam end twice in one da . At :first he wa 
running with a two-reefed mainsail, and when she tripped she went over o far that the· men who 
were sleeping below were thrown from the weather into the leeward bunk and verything movable 
was upset. Fortunately, she righted with slight damage. Notwith tanding thi narrow e cape, 
tbe demands of the business were such that instead of tbe ve sel being hove to, the sail wa short-
ened and she continued to run safely until just before night, when another ea took her on the 
quarter and threw her down so iow that the sails again lay in the wat r, the whole aft r part of 
the vessel was submerged, and the water ran over the forward companion-way, partially Hing the 
forecastle. For a short time it was . thought that she could not regain her upright po ition, but 
everything held securely and she soon righted. On the 28th of January, 1 81, th cboon r Edith 
M. Pew, employed in the haddock fishery, was thrown on her beam end , parti, 11y filling th cabin 
and forecastle, and throwing the cabin stove, full of hot coal , into th captain bunk. Th fire 
was extinguished before any damage was done. She fortunat ly righted aga~n without any riou 
disaster. These occurrences are dangerous in the extreme, and fi berm n who p with their 
lives may be accounted fortunate. 
"The schooner Sarah C. Pyle, Capt. Richard Warren, wa stru k by a cro a, nd cap iz d 
January 30, 1870. The crew found safety by clinging to the sides of tb v 1, until one of their 
number was able to cut away the main shrouds with a. pocket-knife, wh n the vc 1 right d, nearly 
full of water. The foremast was cut away and a jury ma t rigged with the foreboom, and uch 
p~ogress as was possible was made in a westerly direction. For eight day th m n w r obli 1 
to cook their food in sea water, their water casks having been lo t, and to melt ice to furni h drinl-. 
At the end of that time they encountered a vessel and were furni heel with water and th r n · -
saries. Five of the crew were transferred to the ve el, but tbe 1·ipp rand fi ur m n r aine on 
the wreck, determined to get it into port. In this condition th Y ncount r a t rrifi l , f 
three days' duration, and were blown off seawards a distance of 2.J.r: mil · Ev n th n th' · 
remained undaunted by danger and firm in their intention of r cuing b 
charge, and declined an offer to be taken off. The wreck was tow din 
ruary 13, two weeks after the disaster-a fortnight crowded with great lui;r 
men so faithful to duty.''• 
* Gloucester and its Fisherie , p. 65. 
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SP.A.RS AND SAILS CARRIED .A.W.A.Y.-The danger of losing masts and rigging has already 
been considered. Spars and sails are, however, often carried away under other circumstances. 
Accidents of this sort are liable to occur at all times, though naturally much more so in the winter 
season. Perhaps no class of sea-faring men take greater risks than fishermen in carrying a heavy 
press of sail. In branches of the fisheries where it is extremely desirable to make rapid passages 
this propensity is carried to an extreme, and, as a result, the sails are sometimes blown away or 
masts are broken, and, perhaps, other. dangers are incurred. Perhaps the most common way in 
which vessels are dismasted is by carrying a press of sail against a head sea. Another cause of 
accident is that of jibing fore _and aft sails suddenly from one side _ to the other when there is a 
strong wind. This generally results in breaking the booms or the mast. The temptation to make 
a sp~edy passage is so strong that risks will be ta~en, althoug~ the ultimate results of such reck-
less daring may be a loss rather than a gain. 
RUNNING UNDER, OR C.A.PSIZING.-The tendency to carry a heavy press of sail may result in 
greater loss than that of spars and sails. The vessel may run under while going before the wind 
or capsize when sailing by the wind or with the wind abeam. As there have been numerous an~ 
oft-repeated hai!-breadth escapes from such disasters, it is probable that much property and many 
lives have been thus lost. Such disasters are perhapR sometimes unavoidable, because of sudden 
and unexpected squalls, especially in the night, although many of them are the result of gross reck-
lessness. Not only does the master imperil his own life but also the lives of his crew. So fearless 
and ardent are the fishermen that the better judgment of the skipper is frequently overcome by the 
solicitations of the crew, and in the hope of outstripping some rival vessel sail is carried in unrea-
sonable excess. This is often the case when a vessel has just · left port. The crew are then, per-
haps, under the influence of spirituous liquors, which renders them more regardless of danger than 
common, and unable to properly perform their duty. Several vessels have been lost, presumably 
soon after leaving port, and their loss is ascribed to such causes. Of the many instances related 
by the fishermen of narrow escapes either from carrying sail or being struck by sudden squalls, we 
will menti~n the following: In the fall of 1877 the schooner Wachusett was running for the Grand 
Bank in company with th~ schooner Howard. With a strong northwest breeze the vessels left 
Gloucester together, and the following night, when about a hundred miles from Cape Ann, the 
wind increased. The Howard shortened sail, hut the Wachusett, attempting to carry all she had 
spread for some time longer, was struck by a heavy puff and driven under so that her forecastle 
was partly filled wu'h water. The men on watch at once lowered the mainsail part way down, 
which relieved the vessel and a disaster was averted. In March, 1878, the schooner Marion, while 
returning from the Grand Bank, was ruuning in a southeast rain-storm under three lower sails. 
It was night and intensely dark. The wind blew strong and was increasing fast. All hands were 
called to shorten sail. Before it could be done a squall struck the vessel and buried her lee side 
completely under water and came near sinking her. The blackness of night made it difficult to 
borten sail, but the sails w r 1owered with the least possible delay and fortunately in time to 
avoid any seriou di a ter. 
The narrow e cape de cri d were in the case of vessels running free from the wind. There is 
l. gr at danger in carr_ring a heavy pres of ail while sailing by the wind or with the wind abeam. 
i not uncommon for ome of the more h adstrong of the fishing skippers to carry so much sail 
n their ves 1 that the lee rail is c mpletely under wat r most of the time. A few vessels 
l t tan b ing ri n in thi ann r with comparative safety, but with the majority 
igl.tly <l ger u , a_ li l t r ult not onl in the los of the vessel by capsizing 
t al. jn the 1 , ' f th liv of fany inAtances are related by the fl her· 
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men of narrow e capes from serious disasters while sailing by the win([ under too much canvas, and 
a few instances of loss of vessels, with more or less lives, are on.record wnere they have been cap-
sized in this manner. The schooner Angie S. Friend, engaged in the haddock fishery, while beating 
up Boston harbor in a strong northwest wind, was capsized, and, having filled, sank to the bottom. 
Part of the crew succeeded in getting into one of the dories; they were without oars, but fortu-
nately drifted ashore. The rest of the men, with the exception of one, who was drowned, climbed 
to the masthead, which remained above water, and clung there through the night . . They were 
. rescued the following morning in an almost senseless condition. The schooner Henrietta Green-
leaf, of Gloucester, while making her first passage to the Grand Bank in the spring of 1876, was 
struck by a squall in the night and knocked on her beam ends, and quickly filled with water. 
Four of the crew were drowned in the cabin and forecastle. The rest escaped in two dories, but 
being without oars they drifted helplessly about. They suffered greatly from exposure to the cold 
and flying spray. The dories soon separated from each other. One of them was picked up bi 
another fishing vessel, though not until one of the men had died from . exposure. The other dory, 
with five men, was never heard from. 
The fury with which these squalls sometimes strike can scarcely be comprehended by those 
who have not witnessed them. The schooner Abby Dodge, which was making a passage to the 
Grand Bank in December, 1868, was struck by a tornado with such force that, although she was 
at the time lying-to under a two-reefed foresail, she was k_nocked nearly on her beam ends, and 
only by the prompt lowering of the sail was the vessel saved. 
RUNNING ON SHOALS OR R0CKS.-While making passages to and from the fishing grounds, 
vessels are liable to strike on shoals or outlying ledges. In that part of the W est~rn Atlantic most 
frequented by New England vessels there are. many of these dangerous places, either in the track 
to the grounds or on the banks themselves. The most remarkable of these shoals, and possibly 
those which have been the cause of more losses to the fishing fleet than any other, are those of 
George's Bank. These are but little out of the course of the vessels frequenting George's in 
winter. A small error in the compass may bring a vessel unexpectedly on these shoals. The 
more prudent :fishermen guard against this danger by the careful use of the sounding-lead. It is 
difficult to tell how extensive these losses have been. Many vessels have had narrow escapes, but 
t,be lost ones leave no survivors to tell the tale. 
The shoal of Cashe's Ledge is a source of special danger, as it lies almost directly in the ves-
sel's track, both in going to and coming from most of the fishing grounds. Although this ledge is 
not shoal enough for a vessel to strike under ordinary circumstances, it nevertheless breaks in heavy 
weather and is therefore extremely dangerous to be encountered at such times. There is no mark, 
no buoy nor light-ship, to distinguish the shoal places, and it is not easy to tell when the vessel is 
approaching them. It cannot be wondered at that several disasters have occurred in that vicinity. · 
The schooner Rattler, while returning from Newfoundland to Gloucester with a trip of frozen 
herring, on the 17th of January, 1867, passed over this shoal, where she encountered heavy seas 
which threw her on her· beam ends and dismasted her. It was supposed that the schooner John 
W. Low was lost there in the same gale. 
There is a shoal on the northern part of Brown's Bank on which there is said to be not more 
than 9 to 14 fathoms of water. This shoal, though not to be dreaded so much as George's or 
Cashe's Shoals, is, nevertheless, a danger to be carefully avoided. It is in the direct track of the 
fishing fleets on their way to and from the various banks. Several instances are related in which 
vessels have met with perilous adventures in that locality and only ~arrowly escaped destruction. 
The long sand-bars that extend out from either end of Sable Island~ for a distance of 10 to 12 
• 
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miles, are very dangerous to vessels on the passage to and from the Grand Bank and other eastern 
banks. For a great portion of .the year this island is enveloped in dense fogs, and the currents 
in the vicinity being very irregular, it is extremely difficult for the mariner to tell his exact position. 
There are outlying rocks and ledges off the coast of Nova Scotia which are in the track of vessels 
going to and from the Gulf of Saint Lawrence and the eastern banks. Many serious disasters 
have occurred on these ledges and rocks and there are several instances of narrow escapes -from 
destruction. 
DANGERS TO WH.A.LERS.-The principal dangers thus far mentioned have been those encoun-. 
tered by vessels in the cod, mackerel, and halibut fisheries from New England. We have yet to 
consider the dangers to the whaling and sealing fleets. These vessels are, of course, liable to many 
of the same perils as the fishing craft, especially to heavy gales and squalls. On the passage to 
the cruising grounds the whaling vessels do· not carry so much sail as merchant or fishing ves-
sels, time not being to them of such vast importance. Dangers, common to other vessels, are· 
less likely to happen to whalers. From the start of ·a voyage, men are continually aloft on the 
watch for whales, and are likely to see approaching danger more quickly than in the case of a 
merchant ship, where only one man is on the lookout, and he, as a rule, not expecting any imme-
diate danger. Whalemen are generally well trained and ready for duty at · a moment's notice. 
Only one-half of the crew, comprising one watch, is on deck at a time, but in case of danger or the 
appro~ch of whales, all can be quick~y summoned. As a rule, the half of a whaling crew includes 
more men than the entire crew <;>f a merchant vessel of the same size. 
Instances of whaling vessels being blown over or of waves breaking over them, thereby causing 
damage, are not common. Such disasters sometimes, however, occur to vessels in the Arctic 
or Antarctic Oceans, where they are exposed to severe gales. 
DANGERS IN LEAVING AND APPROAOHING THE SHORE, 
The dangers incurred in approaching and leaving the shores are perha,ps more to be dreaded 
than any others, and great skill, coolness, and prudence are requisite to avoid disaster. This is 
especially th~ case in the fisheries of New England, because nearly all of ·the larg-er and most fre-
quented fishing grounds lie in an-easterly direction from the coast. Easterly winds, which are fair 
for making passages toward the land, are generally accompanied with thick weather. This is 
e"pecia.Jly the case in winter, when severe sno:w-storms often over~ake the fishermen when but a few 
miles from land and on a lee shore. The density of the snow often renders it impossible to discern 
objects far enough off to clear them, and it is at the utmost hazard that the fishermen undertake to 
make a. harbor. They often approach so near the land before the weather becomes thick that it is 
as dangerous to attempt to keep off shore as it is to approach it. Fishermen are induced to take . 
the latter ri k for ~be r ason that if they do succeed in making harbor they will escape being 
xpo eel to the storm on a lee bore, and may also obtain a higher price for their fish. Probably . 
no oth r cla f sea-faring m u take such great risks in running for the land, but such is the fish-
rmen' knowle<lg of the coast and their kill in handling their vessels that, although there are 
ma y hair-br adth e cape", ther are comparatively few di asters resulting from this cause. The 
fi Ho in CJ few of tb many in tances of this character that have occurred to onr fish-
brnary, 1863, the chooner Iary E. Hiltz was lost off Marblehead during a 
while ' on her homewar pa sage from Newfoundland, and one of her crew wa 
• 
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During a gale on the 10th of January, 1878, the schooner Little Kate went ashore near Dux-
bury, and her entire crew of thirteen men were drowned. 
In February, 1878, the schooner Ea tern Queen, of Gloucester, while returning from George's 
Bank, ran into Massachusetts Bay in the night. The wind was blowing Eitrong from the north-
east, and the nssel was running under a press of sail when the lookout suddenly descried land 
ahead. He instantly shouted to the man at the wheel. The helm was put down and the vessel 
brought to the wind, but before this had been fairly accomplished she struck on a ledge. Not 
withstanding the imminent peril in which they were placed, they succeeded in getting the sheets 
trimmed by the wind, and this careened the vessel° so much that after striking two or three times 
she jumped over the sunken ledge. Although she had struck heavily she st~ll remained tight and 
was worked off the lee shore, arriving in Gloucester the following day in safety. 
Vessels leadng the land, bound to the fishing grounds, though starting with a favorable wind, 
may meet with violent easterly gales before obtaining sufficient sea-room. These gales are gener-
ally accompanied with snow, and the vessels being on a lee shore it is sometimes difficult to escape 
disaster. The class of vessels under consideration ~re better provided with cables and anchors 
than any other sea-going craft, and are thus enabled to ride out a gale safely on a lee shore, in 
·vhich no vessel carryin·g canvas could successfully work to windward. This is, doubtless, one of 
the reasons why the loss of vessels from being driven ashore in gales is comparatively small. 
Although gales are less frequent in the spring and summer seasons, the prevalence of dense fogs 
exposes the fishermen and all seamen to considerable dangers when approaching the land, and 
many disasters, some of them serious in character, have happened from this cause. Such dangers 
are not unlike those already discussed, except that they are not usually accompanied by such high 
winds, and, occuring during the warmer part of the year, are not so sure to be disastrous. 
THE DANGERS OF COLLISION WITH OTHER VESSELS. 
COLLISIONS ON THE FISH.ING GR0UNDS.-The danger of collision is to be dreaded. Many 
losses have resulted from accidents of this kind, and lives, as well as property, have been sacri-
ficed. Collisions are especially liable in localities where great numbers of vessels are passing and 
repassing, as in the vicinity of Long Island Sound, or off Sandy Hook, New York, on . Nantucket 
Shoals, 0ft' Cape Cod, or near Cape Sable, Nova Scotia. 
Fishing vessels are perhaps more liable to collision than any other vessels, because of their 
tendency to gather in large fleets, where fish-and especially mackerel-are found abundant. Such 
is the ardor of pursuit that the loss of booms and other light spars is considered of small impor-
tance, and the risk of losing them is often incurred in hopes of obtaining some advantage in the 
fishery. 
Another fruitful season of collision is when a fleet of several hundred sail makes the attempt 
to enter the same harbor at one time. They crowd in such numbers at the harbor's entrance tpat 
it is next to impossible for them all to escape some damage. The injuries thus sustained are 
generally of minor importance, such as carrying away booms or bowsprits. Some of the serious 
losses by collision are the following: 
On September 26, 1869, the schooner Isaac Walton, of Gloucester, while returning from 
George's Bank, came into collision with the schooner William Babson, and received such injuries 
that she sa,nk shortly a~terward. The crew were saved. 
On March 17, 1864, the schooner Triumph, of the same port, while bound to New York, was 
run down and sunk by the steamer Western Metropolis. The captain and three of her crew were 
1-1aved by a boat from the steamer, but two of the crew were drownc<l. 
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On January 17, 1873, the schooner Franklin A. was run down by the schooner E. B. Phillips, 
off Falkland Island, Long Island Sound. The E. B. Phillips struck the Franklin A. amidships, 
carrying away both masts and cutting through the hull, causing the latter to sink almost immedi-
ately. The captain and the mate were knocked overboard by tbe shock of the colliding vessels, 
but were rescued, narrowly escaping a watery grave·. 
On May 31, 1865, the schooner Northern Chief, returning to Gloucester from the vVestern 
Bank, was run down and sunk off Cape Sable by the English steamer Bosphorus. The schooner 
had a crew of eleven men; five of them were in the cabin, and, rushing on deck, succeeded in 
scrambling up the rigging and boarding the steamer just as .the schooner was going down. The 
rest of the men were drowned. This disaster ·was attributed to carelessness on the part of those 
keeping watch on board the steamer. 
On May 2, 1853, the schooner Ocean ·Nymph, of Gloucester, was run down by the ship Sarah 
Jane off Cape Cod, but the crew were saved._ 
Many other instances might be related w~ere vessels and lives have been lost from collision, 
and many more in which the vessels were badly injured. 
Collisions sometimes occur through gross recklessness, or perhaps purposely in a s~irit of 
retaliation or spite. 
Among the vessels engaged in the mackerel :fishery, when jigging w2s the method of capture 
employed, there was a shn,rp competition not only between the Provincial and American fleets, 
but to a still greater extent between vessels from different ports along the American coast, and 
sometimes among those who were close neighbors at home. 
When mackerel were plenty in any one locality, large fleets congregated there, lying t.o in 
close proximity .. At such times each was anxious to secure as great a share of fish as possible, 
and in the attempt to do this the rights of other vessels were considered of secondary importance. 
One practice, -that of "lee-bowing," as it is called, was often a cause of ill feeling. To "lee-bow" 
a vessel is to heave to directly under her lee, thus tolling away the fish which are. playing along-
side, having been attracted by the bait which has a)ready been thrown overboard. The skippers 
of the vessels thus deprived of fish to which they had the first right, often seek a rather savage 
revenge. By dint ot' skillful seamanship they carry away a boom or a boat of their rival without 
receiving any injury themselves. Such injuries may sometimes be repaired at once, though they 
may cause the loss of much valuable time spent in port. When from two hundred to four hundred 
sail of vessels are closely packed together it is not uncommon for many accidents to happen even 
when they are unintentional, especially when there is a fresh breeze blowing. It is then not unu-
sual for a number of ve sels to me t with such minor disasters as t,he carrying away of main booms 
or bowsprits, and even more erious damage may be inflicted. 
One of the many in tance f thi kin<l to k place off the northern shores of Cape Breton in 
theiall of 1867. A fl et numb ring betw en two and three hundred sail had collected in. the 
vicinity of Cheticamp, and, a i was fate in the fall and the mackerel were moving rapidly on their 
way from the fi.8hing ground , it wa evicltnt that another chance of catching them during that 
a on wa unlik ly to r nt it If. Th mucker l bit freely, but would stay only for a short time 
along iue f the v ·el . For thi r a n the ve el were under way most of the time. The wind 
th er were e g r to improve thi la t opportunity for that season. A great 
r reckl in the xtr me. number of the v ssel had their sails torn, their 
w .r an m ny were run cl w and ut n arly t the wat r's edge. The di"abled 
t · · fi lliu "' n haul ut f th fl t f, r r 1 air . The loss of the oppor-
t mitv r Yil for th y w r on a, r ck -bouud coa t and far from any 
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good harbor. With a sudden cllange of ·wind they would have been exposed to the dangers of a 
lee shore, which, in their disabled condition, would probably have resulted in the loss of the vessel. 
DANGERS IN HARBORS. 
To a person unacquainted with a seaman's life it might seem probable that vessels in harbor 
would be free from danger, but this is not always the case. There have been instances of great loss 
of property, and even of life, in the case of vessels in harbor at the time of the disaster. These losses. 
are sometimes due to the insecurity of the harbors during gales. More especially is this the case if 
there is a large fleet of fishing vessels at anchor together with coasting vessels, which are not so well 
provided with cables and anchors. Sometimes a vessel of the latter class will strike adrift, and, 
coming in contact with others, will be the means of driving them ashore. Many losses of this kind 
have occurred in the Gulf of Saint Lawrence, where several of the places resorted to by fh;hermen 
for shelter are simply "one-sided" harbors, affording protection to the vessels when the wind is iu 
certain directions and are open to other winds. Mention has already been made of losses at Pleas-
ant Bay and Olleticamp, which are two shelters of this class, where many serious disasters have · 
occurred. 
On September 8, 1809, a severe hurricane occurred on the New England coast, in which seYeral 
Gloucester vessels were lost in shelters of this insecure kind. Serious disasters have also taken 
place at Souris, Pl'ince Edward Island. Many losses have also o~curred in harbors thought to 
be secure. Among these may b~ mentioned several disasters that have occurred ~t Port Hood, 
Cape Breton, Malpeque or Richmond Ilarbor, Prince Edward Island, and many other harbors alo~g 
our coast and that of Norn Scotia. Instances of losses occurring in harbors of this kind might be 
multiplied, but this is probably not necessary, since those interested in the subject can find numer-
ous disasters of this kind re~orded in newspa,pers printed in the large fishing ports. 
DANGERS FROM ICE. 
DANGERS TO FISHING VESSELS.-The· danger from collision with ice is one to which the ves-
sels engaged iri the Grand Bank, Newfoundland, Cape North, Labrador, and Greenland :fisheries 
are particularly liable. 
In the latter part of winter and in early spring large masses of field ice, as well as many 
icebergs, drift far south, covering a large extent of the eastern fishing grounds, including Flemish 
Cap, Grand Bank, Saint Peter's Bank, and Banquereau, and ice has in some seasons extended so 
far to the westward as to drive the vessels from parts of Western Bank. There are periods of a 
few years in succession when the fishermen are troubled but little by the floating ice, but there is 
more or less danger each spring on the Banks, and still more danger while making passages to and 
from them. 
For several weeks in the springs of 1875 and. 1876 the whole of Banquereau and Green Bank, 
part of the vVestern Bank, and the greater part of the Grand Bank, were covered with immense 
fields of drifting ice. Many vessels were driven from the fishing grounds and obliged to lay by, 
waiting for the ice to recede. Several of them were in collision with the ice or it drove foul of them 
when they were at anchor. Some vessels received considerable damage, their planking being so 
l>a<lly chafed as to necessitate repairs. It is not positively known that any vessels engaged in the 
Grand Bank fishery met with very serious damage by collision with ice during those seasons, b'ut 
it is suppose<l that the loss of the James L. Shute and Janet Middleton, in the spring of 1876, was 
caused in this manner. This seems the more probable as the ice, for some weeks about the time 
they were on their passage to the ~mnd Bank, was drifted from 7 G to 100 miles south of the lati-
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tude of Sable Islancl, 1md was, therefore, directly in their course. Much of this ice was Yery heavy, 
and a collision with i\ especially when a ,essel was running at great speed, would result in almost 
certain destruction. Many narrow escapes from disaster occurred to the halibut fleet while on the 
passage home, but as most of the fishermen were aware of the presence of the ice they generally 
managed to escape without any serious loss. 
Vessels engageJ in the Newfoundland herring fislrery have been surrounded by field ice for 
weeks at a time/ while on the passage home, and many thrilling tales are told of such narrow 
escapes from disaster. Doubtless some of the losses of vessels engaged in this fishery have been 
the result of collisions with ice, although none of the crews of the missing schooners have been 
left to tell the story of such disaster. 
The vessels engaged. in the cod fishery about Cape North, north end of Cape Breton Island, 
sometimes meet with considerable difficulty from drifting field-ice and are often driven from the 
fishing ground. In one instance a vessel started her planking by collision with ice in that vicinity 
so that she sprung a leak, :r.n<l only by great exertions was kept afloat until she reached a pJace of 
safety.- More or less difficulty is also experienced by vessels engaged in the Magdalen herring· fish-
ery. They ·encounter drifting ice on their passage to those islands in the spring, and, although we 
have no accounts of any serious disasters, the immunity from such may be ascribed to the extreme 
vigilance of the :fishermen. Vessels :fishing on the Flemish Cap are very much exposed to contact 
with icebergs even as late as July. 
Perhaps no other vessels are so much exposed to danger from ice as the halibut fleet of New 
England. They meet with many drifting icebergs and, occasiona11y, with large masses of field-ice, 
on their route to the northern grounds. In the spring of 1880 several vessels which started for 
Greenla.nd were obliged to give up the \oyage and return to the Grand Bank on this account. 
Ice, freezing in masses on the ,essel's sails and rigging in extremely cold weather, is, perhaps, 
more to be dreaded than collision with floating ice. 
In the winter season the temperature is often so low that e,ery uit of flying spray congeals 
wherever it strikes, and the vessels soon become so loaded down that they are almost unman-
, ageable. i'his iR one of the commonest perils of the winter fisheries, and one that requires great 
fortitude and resolution to overcome. Any neglect to improYe every opportunity of freeing the 
vessel from ice would soon result in her foundering. Sometimes, for days _and nights together, 
the men must remain on deck, constantly employed in pounding the ice and always at the immi-
nent risk of being swept overboard. Vessels sometimes arrive in fishing ports so bad]y "iced np" 
that it is impossible to lower the sail or to bring them to an anchor. 
DANGERS TO WHALING VESSELS.-On the homeward passage the .A.retie whaling rnssels, in 
thick weather, are in constant danger from iceberg , especially about Hudson's Bay, Cumberland 
Gulf, and Davi Strait . Ther i. le s danger on the outward passage, as the "watch on dec1t ,; 
more eagerly on the lo kout. n the homeward voyage, however, when the approach of whales 
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i not o mu ·h au object of intere t, the lo kout i not kept with uch vigilance. The greatest 
precaution again t colli ion with ice are taken from the time the vessels approach the region where 
they expect to find ice-about the latter part of June-through July, August, and the first part of 
September. 
Vessels engaged in the whale fisheries of the Arctic Sea, north of Bering's Straits, are exposed 
to great danger from ice, and many of them have been lost, either by being driven on shore by the 
ice or crushed between masses of heavy pack-ice. 
Since 1871 more than fifty whaling vessels have been lost in the Arctic, north of Bering's 
Straits. In 187 l thirty-four out of a fleet of thirty-nine vessels were crushed in the pack-ice. In 
1876 twelve out of a fleet of twenty sail were lost under similar circumstances. The story .of the 
great disaster of 1871 is told by Starbuck, in his History of the Whale Fishery. He says: "In the 
fall of 1871 came news of a terrible disaste1· to the Arctic fleet, rivaling in its extent the depreda-
tions of the rebel cruisers. Off Point Belcher thirty-four vessels lay crushed and mangled in the 
ice; in Honolulu were over twelve hundred seamen who, by this catastrophe, were shipwrecked. 
* * * On the 2d of September the brig Comet was caught by the heavy ice and completely 
crushed, her crew barely escaping to the other vessels. • • • Nothing but ice was visible off-
shore, the only clear water being where the fleet lay, and that narrowed to a strip from 200 yards 
to half a mile in width, and extending from Poi?t Belcher to 2 or 3 miles south. of ·wainwright 
Inlet. * • * On the 7th of September the bark Roman, while cutting-in a whale, was 
caught between two immense floes of ice off Sea Horse Islands, whence she had he1pless1y drifted, 
and crushed to atoms, the · officers and crew escaping over the ice, saving scarcely anything but 
their lives. The next day the bark Awashonks met a similar fate, and a third fugitive crew was 
· distributed among the remaining ships." There appeared no chance of relief to the ice-bound 
vessels, and after coµsultation among the captains it was agreed to abandon their ships, and a day 
set when they woul<l. take to boats in hopes of reaching other vessels which were outside the barrier. 
"The morning of the 14th of September came, and a sad day it was to the crews of the ice-bound 
crafts. At noon the signals, flags at the mastheads, union down, were set, which told them the 
time had cqme wllen they must sever themselves from their vessels. As a stricken family feels 
when the devouring flames destroy the home which was their shelter, and with it the little sou,e-
nirs and priceless memorials which had been so carefully collected and so earnestly treasured, so 
feels the mariner when compelled to tear himself from the ship which seems to him at once parent, 
friend, and shelter." After two days' struggling with the ice and waves, the boats, heavily loaded 
with their freight of 1,200 wbalcmen, reached the more fortunate vessels and were kindly cared 
for by their fellows. Fortunately no lives were lost by this disaster, though the money loss was 
upwards of a million and a half of dollars. The loss by the disaster of 1876 was fifty men, an<l 
vessels and cargoes valued at $800,000. Further details of these and other disasters to the Arctic 
·fleet are given in another section of. this report, which discusses the history and methods of the 
whale fishery. 
DANGERS FROM FIRE AND LIGHTNING. 
Fishing vessels arc sometimes exposed to dangers from fire and lightning, which cause many 
mishaps, if not serious disasters. In Jane, 186!, a fire broke out in tbe ~orecastle of the schooner 
Sea Witch, at anchor on Cashe's Ledge. It was discovered by the men who were on deck dress-
:ng fish. 'Ihey immediately rushed forward with buckets, and by the ·most strenuous efforts, expos-
ing themselves the while to the flames, succeeded _in extinguishing the fire before any very serious 
damage had been done. Another instance of this kind occurred to the schooner Princess, of 
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Bucksport, Me., a few years later, while lying in Prospect Harbor, Nova Scotia. All of the crew 
except the captain had gone to the wreck of the steamer Atlantic, a few miles distant from tlie 
harbor. The fire broke out in the forecastle. It was first ·observed by the crews of some vessels 
11ear by, and they proceeded to the r~scue. Although the fire was well undtr way, they suc-
ceeded in extinguishing it by cutting holes through the deck, but not before the vessel was badly 
damaged. 
Instances of vessels having been struck by lightning are not at all rare, but as a general thing 
they are only dismasted or receive some other slight injuries. There are a few cases, also, where 
some of the crew have been very seriously _injured. 
DANGERS OF ATTACKS FROM MARINE .A.NIM.A.LS. 
, Fishing vessels are liable to attacks from whales and.swordfish. In the" History of the Sword-
fish"• instances are recortled of attacks upon vessels by swordfish. Many of the New England 
fishermen have their stories of swordfish striking their vessel; A New London :fisherman of 
many years' experience states that there are several broken swords in the hull of his vessel. The 
danger from these attacks is from leaks, which have sometimes resulted in much damge. 
Whales have been known to strike and cause the destruction of merchant and whaling ships, 
but we have no record of such disaster to fishing craft. "The Fisheries from 1623 to 1876," pub-
lished at Gloucester, gives the particulars of a vessel of that port being towed by a whale. The 
fluke of the anchor caught in the blow-hole of the whale, and the frightened animal rushed through 
the water with the vessel in tow. It became necessary to cut the cable in order to save several of 
the crew, who were away from the vessel hauling their trawls. In 1878 the ship Columbia was 
sunk off the Newfoundland Banks by a blow from a whale. The crew -took to the boats, and wer~ 
rescued by Captain Deddes, of the steamer P. Caland. The story of the lo.ss of the whaleship 
Rssex in the soutp.ern seas is one of the most familiar in the annals of the whale fishery. '' The 
boats of the Essex had killed the calf of a whale, when the mother, apparently understanding 
their connection with the ship, attacked it, retreating about a mile to get headway, and striking 
the vessel on the bows, staving in its timbers and making a hole so large that it was useless to 
attempt to stop the leak." The crew took to the boats, and were finally picked up. 
DANGERS FROM THE DEFECTS OF B.AD CONSTRUCTION OR FROM .A.GE. 
Although the majority of the fishing vessels are as substantially built as any in the world and 
are well calculated in this respect to withstand the strains which may be brought to bear upon 
them, yet unprincipled builders sometimes take ad vantage, when building a vessel for sale, to 
light them in certain particulars. These may be briefly mentioned as-(1) by putting in defective 
timber or planks; (2) by insufficient fastening; and (3) by a lack of care in calking the vessel. 
If to these defects are also added others in the rigging of the vessel, it follows as a matter of 
cour. e that he is poorly calculated to with tand the vicissitudes and perils incident to the pursuit 
of the :ti herie . Ve sel of this kind are sometimes built to be sold at a cheap rate, but such a 
practice is ntirely wrong, for it exposes the lives of many men to the danger of being lost at sea. 
Th re h uld b provi ion for the legal puni hment of tho e who engage in such nefarious enter-
er, more frequ n ly to be met with in old vessels, which are in some case~ 
it i os i le to o ai a crew fi r them, and it is to be wondered at that 
c ot re ulte fr ch a ractice. There i no doubt that the cause of 
rnr, 1880. 
DANGERS OF TIIE FISIIERIES. 119 
the loss of many valuable live might be traced to this ource; and owners who will persist in 
exposing men to such peril, certainly are deserving of the severest condemnation. . 
The :fisherman, who is called upon ~o meet many dangers with which each voyage brings him 
in contact, and for the results from which the owners may not be held responsible, should have at 
least the security of a stanch and well-rigged vessel. 
50. DANGERS TO FISHERMEN ON VESSELS AND IN BOATS. 
DANGERS TO FISHERMEN ON VESSELS. 
SEAS STRIKING THE DECK.-The most common accident which is liable 'to occur is caused by 
heavy seas, which strike the :fishermen as they stand upon the deck of a vessel, knocking them 
down and often inflicting serious injuries. 
In the winter of 1877 William Brown, one of the crew of the schooner Howard, of Gloucester, 
was struck by a sea and severely injured by being knocked against the bows of the dories which 
were ]ashed amidships. 
In December, 1880, one of the crew of the schooner David A. Story was standing on watch at 
the bow of the schooner when a heavy sea struck the vessel. To avoid being thrown overboard, 
he grasped the iron braces of the forward stove funnel. The sea knocked the vessel upon her 
beam-ends, and when she righted he was found insensible, with his leg broken and several splin-
ters from the fore boom, which had been broken by the force of the sea, driven entirely through the 
limb. 
Instances of this sort might be multiplied, but it is sufficient to say that they occur frequently 
every winter, and rarely without serious or fatal results to the victims, who are sometimes washed 
overboard. 
DANGERS OF FALLING FROM THE RIGGING.-Another serious danger is that of falling from 
aloft. This kind of accident, however, occurs less frequently than the former. 
Capt. Garret Galvin, in the spring of 1875, fell from the masthead of the schooner Restless, 
while on the Grand Banks, striking the cable-tier. He received no serious injury. -His was a very 
fortunate escape, for lives are sometimes lost in this way, and a person thus falling rarely escapes 
with less serious results than the fracture of a limb. 
In the spring of 1878 Capt. Joseph Campbell, of Gloucester, fell from the masthead of bis 
vessel, which lay at anchor on the Banks, and was killed. Men sometimes fall from the main boom 
while tmgaged in reefing the mainsail. In most cases these accidents are fatal, since at such times 
the weather is generally too rough to permit their being rescued. Such falls are usually occasioned 
by a sudden lurching of the vessel, causing the men to lose their hold. • 
Wha1emen sometimes fall from the rigging. Such accidents are usually the result of careless-
ness on the part of the sailors themselves. At times, while the crew are taking in sail, the canvas 
wraps itself around a sailor and throws him from the yard. Whether be falls on deck or overboard 
depends upon the position he occupies on the yard. 
DANGERS FROM MOVEMENTS OF THE BOOMS.-Fishermen are sometimes injured by a blow 
from one of the booms, usually the fore.boom, as it swings from side to side. The injuries are 
usually to the head, though sometimes the man is further wounded by being knocked upon the 
deck. It is quite common, also, for them to be thrown overboard by a blow of the boom or by 
becoming entangled in swinging ropes. 
Men are sometimes thrown overboard by a sudden lurch of the vessel. They are generally 
lost, fur at such times it is too rough to lower a boat to rescue t~em . 
• 
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DANGER OF BEING WASIIED FROM THE BOWSPRIT OR JIB-BOOM.-.Another danger is eucoun-
tered by fishermen while on the bowsprit engaged in furling or reefing the jib. As the vessel 
plunges up and down, the bowsprit is often completely su~merged. It is then very difficult for a 
man to retain his hold and to prevent being washed off and drowned. The force of the sea added 
to the resistance of the water to the rapid motion of the plunging vessel brings tremendous power 
to bear upon any object on the bowsprit. 
A remedy for disasters of this class is possible. If, as in the English cutter and some otber 
European vessels, our schooners were provided with two jibs, or rather with a fore-staysail and a 
small jib, instead of the immense jib which is now commonly in use, in heavy weather the jib could 
be furled ' and the men would not be obliged to go outside of the bow to shorten sail. This style 
of rigging has been introduced to some extent upon the New England pilot-bo~ts and upon the 
larger class of Nova Scotia schooners, and is quite as applicable to all fishing vessels. 
Men going on to a jib-boom to furl the flying jib are liable to be washed overboard, and many 
instances are on record of disasters of this kind, most of which have resulted in loss of life. 
Men also sometimes fall overboa~d by the parting of the foot-ropes, orb~ missing their hold 
during a sudden lurch of the vessel. 
DANGERS MET WITH IN HOLDING THE CABLE.-There is danger in connection with "nold-
ing the cable'' when it is "hove up" or hauled in, either to change t_he arrangements of the cha-
fing gear or to "weigh the anchor." The sudden rise of a vessel on the crest of a wave may 
jerk the cable forward and throw the persons who are holding it with much violence over the wfad-
lass and into contact with the iron brakes, thus inflicting injuries. 
DANGER FROM LIGHTNING.-Vessels are sometimes struck by lightning, their masts shat-
tered, and injuries inflicted to the crew. This sometimes occurs on the Banks, and in 1878 several 
vessels were thus injured while lying at the whar-ves at Gloucester. 
DANGERS FROM FURNITURE.-Minor accidents are frequent on shipboard. When a ve~sel is 
knocked down by a sea the cabin stove may break loose and tumble about, burning some of the 
men. In ·the gale of December 9, 1876, such an accident occurred to one of the crew of the 
schooner Ruth Groves, of Gloucester. 
DANGERS FROM CUTS OR BRUISEs.-In dressing fish or cutting bait sudden movements of 
the vessel are likely to cause fishermen to cut their hands. Such accidents, however, are not gen-
erally serious, though fingers and thumbs are sometimes sacrificed. When a man is engaged in 
fishing the least cut or scratch soon becomes a painful sore, for it is impossible to protect the raw 
surface from the slime and salt with which the hands are constantly in contact. Sometimes pain-
ful abscesses, or what are called by the fl hermen '' gurry sores," are the result. In the summer 
mo~ths fishermen suffer a great annoyance from the stings of "sun-jellies," "sun-squalls," or "sea-
nettle ," usually of the species Oyanea arctica. The tentacles of these animals cling to the lines 
and seines and the stings of the las oo cells cause the most intense pain at times. On the-southern 
coast even more erious results are can ed by contact with the tentacles of the Portuguese man-
of-war, which sometimes produces a temporary parals is of the muscles and always acute suffering. 
11 ft hermen pr tect their hand , when dres ing fi h, by wearing mittens, but, nevertheless, slime 
will penetrate etwcen the fibres and get upon the kin. In handling the lines, the .fishermen use 
the so-calle '' oi p r ," knitted from woo1 yarn. Cot of rubber or wool are used by the mack-
r l ft hermen in ord r to protect th ir fing r whe fl bing with band-lines; and sometimes they 
th ir fingers for the s me reason. Almo all of tbe fl hermen upon the Banks 
ilh m 11 oil (called " in-ji n t ) 1pon tbe ~ rearm, caused by the chafing of the 
• 
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heavy clothing saturated with alt wat~r and the contact of the cuff of the oil-jacket with the flesh 
of the wrist. 
DANGERS TO FISIIERMEN IN SM.A.LL BO.A.TS. 
The fishermen in trawling on the Banks usually go out in their dories from one to three miles 
from the vessel for the trawls, and are exposed to numerous dangers. 
CAPSIZED BY IIEAVY SEAS.-Boats are capsized either when the men are rowing to and from 
the vessel, or when they are engaged in hauling or setting the trawls. Pages could be filled with 
instances of this ~ind, often resulting in loss of life, and frequently remarkable for examples of 
heroism on the part of fishermen who have made attempts, at the risk of their own lives, to save 
their weaker comrades. 
"Schooner Neptune's Bride was wrecked at Malcomb's Ledge, Me., September 22, 1860. 
Twelve of her fourteen men found a watery grave by the swamping of the boat in which they 
sought to reach the shore. One man, Henry Johnson, was enabled to regain the boat. She was 
full of water, but fortunately there was a bucket in her, and a coil of rope. With the for.mer he 
commenced bailing, and by dint of hard labor managed to free her, although she was continually 
taking in water. A hogshead tub from the vessel had drifted across the boat amidships. This he 
secured with his rope, and· that ·made the boat ride more easily. When he got tired of bailing the 
boat he would crawl into the tub, and when that got full of water he would commence bailing the 
boat again. He knew not whither he was drifting, and became so utterly exhausted that, long ere 
daylight dawned, he fell asleep. At noon-time a Belfast schooner sighted the craft, bore down to 
her, and her single passenger was received on board and kindly cared for. One other of the crew, 
named Marsh, secured a resting place at the foremast-head, where for eighteen hours he endured 
greater agonies than death could inflict. The surging waters reached to his waist, while the pitti-
less rain beat upon .his unprotected head, and the pangs of thirst and hunger clamored that he 
should cease the unequal strife and seek oblivion in the seething flood. But the instinct of self-
preservation was strong, and he maintained his position until his feet were chafed and raw, and 
delirium set in. His critical position was at last discovered by two fishermen on Seal Island, and 
he was taken off and tenderly cared for until reason resumed its throne and he was able to take 
passage for home."* 
CAPSIZED BY WEIGHT OF TR.A WL.-There is danger of being upset by the strain on the trawl 
line, as the dory rises upon the sea when the men are hauling in the line. The line is u~nally, 
in such cases, around the trawl-winch, or" hurdy-gurdy," and cannot be slackened quick enough 
to prevent upsetting the dory. 
CAPSIZED BY SHIPPING ·w .ATER.-A dory heavily loaded with fish is liable to 11e upset by 
shipping a · quantity of water which brings the gunwales below the surface. When a boat is 
upset in this way the men seldom escape from drowning. They are clothed from head to toe in 
heavy clothing, besides stiff outer clothing of oiled cotton or rubber, and with heavy bqots, so that 
they have little power of movement in the water. In addition to tliis the water is extremely cold 
on the Banks, in summer bein,g rarely apove 40° or 4:2°, and in winter nearly at the freezing point; 
the unfortunate fishermen become so chilled that they are incapable ·of much exertion. Of late 
years the Gloucester fishermen have adopted the custom of fitting the dories with "plug beckets," 
which are loops of rope fastened to the unuer side of the plug in the bottom of the dory. This 
loop, or "becket," is large enough for a man to thrust bis arm through, and he can thus cling to 
·the bottom of the boat until help may reach him. A" life-line'' is also occasionally used. This is 
• Gloucester and its Fisheries, pp. 66, 67. 
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a light rope stretched along the bottom of the dory nearly from stem to stern, being fastened at 
each end and in the middle to small staples, and wjth two or three "beckets" large enough for a, 
man's arm. These are preferable to the "plug-beckets" because they enable two or three men to 
cling to the bottom of one dory, which is sufficiently buoyant to support them without difficulty, 
but not to allow them to rest upon it. Numerous instances of the preservation of life by the use 
of this simple means are on record, and it is simple inhumanity to send men away from the vessel 
in dories which are not equipped with some such means of safety, for it is almost impossible for a 
fisherman to retain hold of the smooth slippery bottom of a capsized dory, constantly swept by the 
breaking seas. The "life-line" was introduced a few years ago, but the "phig-becket" has been 
in use 10 or 15 years, though not to much extent until recently. These ropes do not impede the· 
speed of the dory, and the only (?bjection ever urged against them is that they interfere with sli~-
ing the dories about on the decks of the vessels. 
WASHED FROM THE BO.A.T.-The fishermen are quite often washed out of their dories by 
breaking seas. In the fall of 1880 Thomas R. Lee, of Gloucester, while engaged in hauling a 
halibut trawl on the Grap.d Bank, was struck by a sea and thrown 15 or 20 feet from his dory. He 
rose to the surface twice, but was so much encumbered by his clothing that he was unable to swim. 
As he was sinking the third time he caught the trawl, which was fastened to the dory. By means 
of this he tried to haul himself up, but when still about three fathoms under water one of the hooks 
caught in his finger _and went completely through it. He then grasped the trawl above his head 
with the other hand and by a sudden jerk tore the hook from his finger. He hauled himself up 
and reached the gunwale, but just then another hook caught in his clothing, which rendered, ~t 
difficult for him to get into the boat. He called to his dorymate for help, but the man was too 
frightened to assist him. By a great effort he pulled himself over the side of the dory and feil 
down exhausted. This is an instance of the dogged pluck of the typical Gloucester fisherman, for 
after recovering from the first exhaustion he persisted in hauling his trawl and filling his dory 
with fish before returning to the vessel. 
DANGER FROM SQU.A.LLs.-While tending their trawls fishermen are liable to be overtaken 
by heavy squalls, especially in the winter season, and are unable to reach their vessels. Such 
squalls are particularly dangerous because of the force of the wind, which creates high seas, 
and they are often accompanied with dense snow, which· adds to the anxiety and peril. Instances 
of this kind are constantly occurring, and afford some of the most exciting episodes in the fisher-
man's life, since, in every instance, a determined and heroic effort is made to regain the vessel in 
spite of the wind and sea. Their efforts are often aided by their shipmates on the vessel, who 
fa ten a line to a dory or buoy and allow it to drift out to the men who are struggling to reach the 
vc sel. Sometimes over a mile of rope is paid out in this manner, ~hich expedient has resulted in 
the saving of numerous live . When that is not available the cable has sometimes been cut or 
the anchor broken out by putting sail on the vessel, which then runs down toward the dory and 
re cu s the men. At night a light is sometimes rigged to the paid-out dory. When all these 
expedient fail the lost fl hermen may be rescued by other vessels in the neighborhood, but too 
often th y drift about for everal days before being picked up. Fishermen haye been thus adrift 
for ix d y without food or water and finally rescued, and many more have perished after drift-
ing£ r 1 ng time or have been oon wamped y the breaking wave . When fl ·hermen are tbu 
adrift a l po to h avy eas th y m y u c ed ink ping the dory afloat by means of rigging 
hi h the h ad of th dory j k pt to the wi d and sea, and it i thu 
ing. i " lrag" i ft n made of the body of a dead halibut by tying it 
b k g wit a hole in it, which will fill with wat r and thn present a 
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resistance to the sea, is also used with the same result. The men meanwhile steady the boat with 
their oars to prevent it from swinging '' side to the wind." 
' PRECAUTIONS AG.A.INST LOSS OF LIFE.-Much suffering and loss of life might be prevented if 
the fishermen would carry food and water in their dories when they go out to haul the trawls. So 
many vessels are passing daily in the vicinity of the fishing grounds that the chances are against 
a boat drifting for many days without being picked up, provided the men are able to keep up their 
strength and spirits. Many of the banks are so near the land that the men could succeed in reach-
ing it if they had provisions to support their strength for a few days. The custom of carrying 
water and occasionally provisions in. the dories in thick weather is, it is claimed, coming more into 
favor, but this simple precaution against disaster and suffering should b~ insisted upon by humane 
public sentiment, and possibly also by legal enactment. 
It has been suggested that it would be useless to make laws for the government Q.f. fishermen 
when they are out of sight of the officers of the law, but no matter how careless the crew and skip-
pers may be, if a law allowed the fishermen to bring a suit for damages against the master and 
owners of a vessel which sent them out in a small boat without provisions, it would' be clearly to 
the interest of the latter to oblige them to carry the necessities of life, no matter how careless the 
men themselves might be. 
John Maynard, of New London, and William Corthell, of Lyme, Conn., of schoon~r Gileon 
Carman, left that vessel on George's on Wednesday, March.·11, 1869, in a dory, to haul their trawls, 
and while doing so a very heavy thunder-squall_ sprang up, driving them from the banks. They 
had at the time several halibut and from sixty to seventy codfish, which they had to throw over-
board, with the exception of one, which they retained to eat. After eating a little it made them 
sick, and they were obliged to throw it away. On Thursday night they saw a vessel, but were 
unable to attract her attention; were drifted about all day Friday and Friday night, without any-
thing to eat. On Saturday morning a duck lit in the vicinity of the boat, which they managed to 
kill and ate it raw. On _Saturday night, when they bad nearly given up the idea of being saved, 
they made a light a few miles ahead. They immediately pulled for . it, when it proved to be the 
schooner Henry Clay. During the time they were in the boat they bad a steady storm of rain and 
snow and were frequently capsized, but with the aid of a bucket they managed to keep the boat 
clear of water. Corthell had his feet badly frozen. Maynard's arm was badly chafed and swollen, 
and bot>h suffered greatly."" 
"The Dominion Government steamer N ew:field, Captain Guilford, arrived at Halifax from 
Sable Island to-day, and brought up William Coleman and James McGrath, who had landed on 
the island. The two men belonged to the fishing schooner Procter Brothers, of Gloucester, Mass. 
They left the vessel in a dory on the western banks of Newfoundland on the morning of Sunday, 
April 18, to attend to their trawls. While at this work a gale sprang up, and they were unable to 
get back to the vessel. For five days they drifted about at the mercy of wind and waves, without 
food or water. Their sufferings }Vere intense, as the we~ther was very cold. McGrath had both 
feet badly frozen. On the evening of Tuesday, April 22, their dory drifted ashore on Sable Island, 
and the two men are kindly cared for by the men stationed there to aid wrecked people." t 
DANGERS OF FOG OR THICK WEA.THER.-There is constant danger, at all seasons of the year, 
of fishermen, while out in the boats, losing sight of the vessels. In summer, when there is no 
snow, tho fogs are most prevalent. To prevent accidents of this sort, so far as possible, vessels are 
provided with bells, horns, and guns. The common tin horn and Anderson's patent horn, in which 
the air is forced through a reed by a piston, are the most common horns in use. Occasionally the , 
• Glouceeter and its Fisheries, p. 66. t Boston Herald, April 301 1880. 
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lu fa hion d c nch- hell born is carrie<l, and this is considered by many experienced fishermen 
uperior to the tin horn. Some vessels carry muskets and a few of them small cannon. The firing 
of cannon i o expensirn and dangerous that they can only be used in an emergency, and they 
are not generally fired until too late to be of any assistance to the men who are astray. It is 
timat d that an ordinary horn can be heard in calm weather from 1 mile to 1½ miles; with an 
ordinary br eze it can be heard to the windward perhaps not 200 yards, to the leeward perhaps a 
mile; but in much of the weather in which fishermen are out hauling their trawls such a horn 
cannot be heard to a greater distance than one-quarter the lengLh of one of their trawl-lines. 
An objection to the Anderson piston horn is that it gets so easily out of repair that sometimes, 
after being used for a few hours, it is of no further service until it has been overhauled. 
There are very serious objections to the use of the mouth horn. The labor of blowing this 
devolves "?POD the skipper, who remains on board the vessel, and is obliged to keep blowing from 
morning until night, in order that the boats may keep within a safe distance of the vessel. This 
continual blowing is very exbausti11g, so that the skipper's power to aid bis men is very much 
diminished at the close of the day, when the sound of his horn is generally most needed. Some 
device by which a succession of loud blasts, at frequent intervals, can be kept up on board of the 
vessels, especially some horn which can be worked without the aid of the human lungs, and 
powerful enough to be heard a long distance, would be of the greatest importance to our fishermen, 
as well as to sea-faring men of an classes and nations. 
Much of the danger incurred by the thickness of the fog preventing the men in the dories from 
seeing their vessel may be averted by the use of ·a compass in each dory. Although this custom 
has been growing in favor within the last ten years, yet probably not more than one-half of the 
dories belonging to Gloucester vessels are provided with this instrument, and the proportion in 
vessels from other ports is very much less. It seems culpable negligence on the part of the owners 
not to provid_e compasses for their crews, since the cost of an instrument sufficiently accurate to 
answer every purpose does not exceed $3. It is a fair question whether they should not be obliged 
by law to furnish such additional safeguards to prevent suffering and loss of life. It should be men-
tioned in this connection tbat where compasses are used they are in every instance furnished by 
the crews, and not by the owners of the vessels.*· Fifty-two men were reported to have gone 
astray, from Gloucester vessels, in about two months, in the spring and early summer of 1883. 
DANGERS FROM COLLISION.-There is danger, in foggy weather, of a dory being run down 
by teamer or passing ,·es els, though disaster can usually be avoided by cutting the trawl or 
anchor line. Dories are sometimes capsized by heavy seas when unloading their fish and gear 
:ilong ide tbe ve el. The manner of setting trawls under sail is described in the chapter on the 
halibut fl hery. Thi i the only method of setting trawls in the haddock winter fishery. As the 
Ye el und r ail approach s the dorie to pick them up, there is a danger of the man at the wheel 
mi calculating th exact di tanc , and, striking the dory, of upsetting her. Many instances of thi 
kind are r cord d. iue boat , with ten or twelve men on board, have been upset in this way, 
th ugh lo of Ji£ ha not been frequent.as a result of such accidents. 
;.·GER OF TIIE UP ETTING OF SM.A.LL "BO.A.TS WHEN UNDER S.A.IL.-This is a not uncommon 
au · of lo of Ii£ , not o much in the case of tlie Bank ·fish rmen in their dories a in th bore 
fi b ri , f en c ni d on in ail boats by men who are reckle sin their management. 
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DANGER FROM DRIFTING ICE.-During the latter part of winter and in early spring the halibut 
catchers on the Grand Bank and Banquereau are in da~ger of drifting ice, which may separate 
the dories from the vessels: In the spring of 1875 several dories got astray in this way, though 
they were afterwards picked up and the men were returned to their vessels or brought into port. 
DANGERS OF BEING BLOWN OUT TO SEA.-The liability of fishermen, who are engaged in the 
shore :fisheries in small boats or dories, to be blown off to sea by sudden and high winds is a dan-
ger to which this class are especially exposed. Instances of fatal results from this cause are not 
uncommon in most of the fishing communities, and narrow escapes from perilous positions liave 
been frequent]y recorded. A mishap of this very kind is vividly described in Celia Thaxter's 
"Isles of Shoals": 
"One of the most hideous experiences I ever heard befell a young Norwegian now _living at the 
Shoals. He and a young companion came out from Portsmouth to set their trawl, in the winter fish- , 
ing, two years ago. Before they reached the island, came a sudden squall of wind and snow, chilling 
and blinding. In a few moments they knew not where they were, and the wind continued to sweep 
them away. Presently they found themselrns under the lee of White Island Head; they threw 
out the road-lines of their trawl, in desperate hope that they might hold the boat till the .squall 
abated. The keepers at the light-house saw the poor fellows, but were powerless to help them. 
Alas! the road-lines soon brokP, and the· little boat was swept off again, they knew not whither. 
Njght came down upon them, tossed on that terrible black sea; the snow ceased, the clouds flew 
before the deadly cold northwest wind; the t4ermometer sank below zero. One of the men died 
before morning; the other, alone with the dead man, was still driven on and on before the pitiless 
gale. He had no cap nor mittens; had lost both. He bailed the boat incessantly, for the sea broke 
over him the livelong time. He told me the story himself. He looked down at the awful face of 
his dead friend and thought 'how soon he should be like him'; but still he never ceased bailing-
it was all he could do. Before night he passed Cape Cod and knew it as he rushed by. Another 
unspeakably awful night, and the gale abated no whit. Next mornin_g he was almost gone from 
cold, fatigue, and hunger. His eyes were so swollen he could hardly see; but afar off, shining 
whiter than silver in the sun, the sails of a large schooner appeared at the edge of the fearful wil-
derness. He managed to hoist a bit of old ~anvas on an oar. He was then not far from Holmes' 
Hole, nearly two hundred mil~s from the Shoals! The 8Chooner saw it and bore down for him, but, 
the sea was running so high that he expected to be swamped every fostant. As she swept past, 
they threw from the deck a rope with a loop at the end, tied with a bow-line knot that would not 
slip. It caught him over the head, and, clutching it at his throat with both hands, in an instant he 
found himself in the sea among the ice-cold, furious waves, drawn towards the vessel with all the 
strength of her crew. Just before he emerge<l lle heard the captain shout, 'We've lost him!' Ah, 
the bitter moment! For a horriule fear struck through him that they might lose their hold an 
instant on the rope, and then he knew it would be all over. But they saved him. The boat, with 
the dead.man in it all alone, went tossing, heaven knows where." 
An early accident of this kind is recorded by a chronicler of colonial history: 
"In January, 1641, a shallop, with eight men, woul<l go from Piscataqua (though advised to 
the contrary), on the Lord's day, towards Pemaquid, but were by the northwest wind driven to s~a 
for fourteen days; at length they reached Monhegin, and four of them in this time perished with 
the cold." 
DANGER FR0l\I DR0WNING.-In considering the various dangers to which the :fishermen are 
expo ed by the upsetting of boats and by being thrown overboard, it is well to remember that 
the men have little chance of saving themselves by swimming, however expert they· may be. 
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Overloaded, as they are, with thick clothing, rendered doubly heavy by saturation, they have 
comparatively very little use of their limbs, and, besides, the water is so cold that their muscles 
would soon become paralyzed. The majority of New England fishermen are completely ignorant 
of the art of swimming; in fact, the ~bility to swim is not considered by them to be of any special 
importance, as it scarcely increases the_ir chances for safety. In talking with :fishermen upon the 
subject they will refer to instances which have fallen under their observation of two men in a 
boat, one of whom could swim and the other could not. The former, trusting to his skill when 
the boat was capsized, attempted to swim to a place of safety and was drowned, while the other, 
clinging to the boat, was. rescued unharmed. 
PRECAUTIONS, ACTUAL OR POSSIBLE, FOR THE SAFETY O:F LIFE.-Strange to say, there are 
rarely any P!Ovisions on our :fishing fleet for the succor of those who are overturned into the water. 
If fishing vessels, like merchant and other vessels, could be compelled by law to carry life-buoys 
or preservers, many lives might yearly be saved. This law might be enforced much in the same 
way as Las already been suggested for the provision of life-ropes and eatables upon the fishing 
dories. A small outlay by the owners of the :fishing vessels to provide such simple safety appa-
ratus ~s would be needed by a yessel and its crew of twelve or fifteen men, would yield results 
of immense importance in the way of preserving ,aluable lives. 
DANGERS OF SALMON-FISHING IN THE COLUMBIA RIVER.-As the salmon have become less 
abundant up the river~ .the men go farther down, and now the best :fishing is found near the bar 
at the river's mouth, where the breakers are very dangerous, especially !n the spring. 
Many of the fishermen are drunk or asleep in the bottom of the boat when it nears the bar, 
and hence lose their lives. Often, too, sober and skillful men take dangerous risks for the sake 
of a good catch. Sometimes miscalculations as to wind and tide result in the boats being driven 
into the breakers, where they are swamped at once. 
In stormy weather, for various reasons, some men are drowned almost every night. In 1879 
about forty men were drowned, and mor~ than that number in April and May of 1880. Little outside 
notice is taken of these accidents. Most of the .fishermen are foreigners, without family or friends, 
an<l, unless their bodies are taken in gill-nets, when drowned 1.hey drift out to sea and the boat is 
reported as missing. · 
DANGERS TO WR.A.LEMEN .A.ND SE.A.LERS.-The whaleboa,ts sent out from the vessels to kill 
and secure the whales are often struck by the whale's flukes, and many whalemen have lost their 
lives at such times. Sometimes the men are caught by a foul line and being carried overboard 
are drowned. Men engaged in the fur-seal and sea-elephant :fisheries have lost their lives by tho 
cap izing of the boats while making a landing on the rocky shores of the seal islands. In the 
de cription of the whale and eal fisheries, in another section of this report, numerous instances 
of these and other dangers to whal ·men and sealers are more ful1y discussed. 
51. PROVISION FOR THE BEREAVED FAMILIES OF FISHERMEN. 
The nature and extent of the di a ters to which our :fishermen are constantly exposed having 
n con ider d, it i of int r . t t know what systematic efforts are made for the relief of their 
familie when, a i · u ually tbe · , they are left without adequate means of support. 
1 e and he rganized charity of the different religious denominations ha e 
fil i t fi r the hi re pect of many of the maller fl. 'hing communHies. In 
ri Yat cbarit i · ry xt n ively practi ed, notwith tan ding the existence of 
· riou charita le organiz tio . 
Seamen's Bethel an<l Marion's Home at New Bedford, Mass. 
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In Gloucester, subscription lists are often circulated, musical ·and literary entertainmen~s are 
given, and benefit balls are organized by the friends of impoverished families.* 
On the occasion of extensive disasters, such as occurred in 1862 and 1879, large subscriptions 
have been made both in Gloucester and in other cities. The contributions through various sources 
for the relief of sufferers at Gloucester after the great losses of February, 1879, amounted to about 
$30,000. 
Many fishermen belong to such organizations as the Masonic fraternity, the Odd-Fellows, and 
the Knights of Pythias; and in some communities the systems of assurancA and mutual help thus 
· provided are called into much activity. A. large percentage o~ the native-born fishermen are 
probably Freemasons. In Gloucester there are two lodges of Freemasons, and in Provincetown, at 
Boothbay, Me., and at other ports on the coast of Maine this organization is large and influential . . 
There is no doubt that if the town records of the early days were searched many instances 
might be found of especial provisions for individual cases like that in the law here quoted, which, 
though not directly to the point, illustrates the usage of the colonies in the seventeenth century: 
"Att the Generall Court of his Ma,tie held att Plymouth, on the 4th of October, 1675. 
"This court, being informed of th_e low. condition of A.ptbya, the relict of John K_nowles, of 
Eastham, whoe was lately slayne in the collonies seruice, towards the releiffe and support of the 
said widdow and her children, haue ordered to receiM ten pounds out of the proffitts of the fishing 
att Cape Codd, wherof flue pounds to be payed to her this yeer, and the other flue the next yeer."t 
One of the earliest instances of public aid to fishermen's families, of which record has been 
found, was in 1771, _when the provincial government of Massachusetts placed in the hands of a 
committee the sum of £118 for distribution among the families left destitute by the destruction of 
twenty-nine vessels in a storm on the Grand Bank. 
Charitable societies have been organized at various times and places. Such was the Marine 
Society of Newburyport, which bad, in 1861, fun_ds to the amount of $26,000, mostly the contribu-
tions and legacies of sea captains. Among its beneficiaries at that time were said to be some of 
the most respectable people of Newburyport, superannuated seamen, widows, .and children. The 
fishing interests of this town have of late d~clined to such an extent that there is no need of such 
a society except to continue its past benefactions. 
Wellfleet, in its days of importaJ:!ce as a fishing port, supported a charitable organization 
called "Wellfleet Marine Benevolent Society." In 1861 this society had a reserve fund of $3,000.t 
A.t Portland, Me., there are no organizations to provide for the · fishermen's widows and . 
orphaiis, but tile masters of merchant ve~sels are cared for by the Marine Charitable Society. 
The comparatively rare cases of destitution among fishermen here, as in many other fishing ports, 
are provided for by the town poor laws. 
In some of the largest fishing ports, such as Gloucester, where the frequent recurreno~ of dis-
asters is so extensive as to be practically beyond the reach of individual or extemporaneous efforts 
for relief, charitable societies have been organized, but we cannot learn that any are now particularly 
active outside of Gloucester. 
* A MERITORIOUS ACT.-Capt. Ezekiel Call, who was lost in the schooner William Murray during the severe gale 
of April 2, 1871, left a widow and five sma11 children. Soon after his loss she was presented with a house-lot at River-
dale, and her relatives and frfonds signified their intention of building a house thereon and making her a present of. 
it. The money for the lumber was raised by subscription, the cellar dug and stoned by willing hands; then followed 
the carpentry work, painting, &c., all done by volunteers. The house was ready fgr occupancy in the spring of 1873, 
and the thanks of the widow and the fatherless will descend as a benediction upon the hearts )fthose who assisted in 
its erection either by money or labor.- Cape Ann A.dvm·tiser, 1873. 
tPlymouth Colony Records, Vol. V, 1668-1678, p. 177. . . 
tProvincetown Advocate, Ja)!. 25, 1871.-"A_notice of the annual meeting in the Methodist church Jan. 17." 
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The mo t important and most efficient of these is the Gloucester Fishermen's and Seamen's 
Widows and Orphans Aid Society. This was first organized in March, 1862, as the Widows and 
Orphans Fund Society, and since that <late the yearly collections have been as follows: 1862, 
$18,544; 1803, $155; 1864, $7,500; 18G5, $4,001; 1866, $4,913; 1867, $3,546; 1868, $4,556; 1869, 
$4,897; 1870, 4,420; 1871, $4,020; 1872, $4,220; 1873, $5,485; 187 4, $5,192; 1875, $5,120; 1876, 
$4,605; 1877, $4,860; 18i8, $3,252; 1879, $18,559; 1880, $3,550; 1881, ·$3,900. Total receipts to 
1881, $115,805. Funds held by the society (invested) at close of season, 1881, $20,500. Total 
expenditure in ninetee!1 years, $05,395. · 
In 1862 the money was raised by public subscription. The terrible gales in January and 
February of that year resulted in a loss to Gloucester of twenty vessels and one hundred and forty 
men, leaving seventy-five widows and one hundred and sixty fatherless children needing aid. A 
meeting of the citizens was held in the Town Hall and a committee appointed to distribute circulars 
stating the facts and calling for rnbscriptions. In response to this call money was received from 
various parts of the country, a generous citizen of Salem contributing $500; in other cities and 
towns upwards of $10,000 was raised; and-the people of Gloucester contributed more than $5,000. 
About $8,000 of the receipts of the society that year were disbursed for the immediate relief of 
sufferers, and the balance held as a fund for future needs. 
The following year, 1863, efforts were ma<le to induce fishermen to join the society, and cer-
tificates were issued at $1 each which entitled their families to receive benefit in case the one paying 
for the certificate should be lost. Owing to the superstitio11s of the fishermen this plan was not 
very succrssful, only about one hundred and fifty of them being induced to buy the certificates. 
In March, 1865, the society was reorganized under its present name, and established on a perma-
nent basis. An attempt was made at this time to induce the .fiijhermen to become life members by 
tlle payment of $10 each, but this plan met with no greater favor than selling certificates. 
The most successful plan for raising money, and the one still in f-orce, was first attempted in 
1864. By this method an assessment of ½ of 1 per cent. is made on the earnings of the fishermen . 
This amount is deducted from the fisherman's share at the settling up of each trip, and the total 
collections of the season are handed o,er to the society by the fishing firms at the end of each 
year. Additional amounts are received from private contributions. The largo collections of 1879 
were very largely from outside sources. Several other aid societies were organized in that year: 
and their total collections reached nearly $30,000. From $5,000 to $6,000 are now annually dis-
bur ed by the Widows and Orphans Aid Society, a widow with three or four children receiving 
$50, and smaller families about $30. Desides allowances of money, clothing and fuel to the 
amount of $75 to $125 per family are di tribnted. The number of families receiving aid in 1874 
wa 120; in 1875, 135; in 1876, 136; in 1877, 157; in 1878, 134; in 1879, 208; in 1880, 193. 
The fine ncial report of thi soci ty for 1870 shows contributions from abroad amounting 
to $14,3~3.83; y l gacy, 437.2"'; from fl ·bing firms and other Gloucester subscribers for 1870, 
2,705.07; from inter t, back ub cription , and other sources, $2,397.'iS; total receipts, $19,893.03. 
The mount p, id out in ca h allowances wa $5,351.53; for fuel, $1,082.35; for clothing and shoes, 
7 .41; pr vi ion. ,, 664.7 ; aid t ockport families, $325; paid balance due treasurer, $965.80; 
xp n e , . ,7; inv ted, O,O O; ca h on hand, 1,815.28; total, $1!),803.93. The number of 
a i t wa · 2 , f which nu ber 109 w re added during the year. There were 22 pack-
ge of clothing r c iY d an O garment di tribut d during the year. 
The ann 1 r port fi r 1 0 h w re eipt -from a friend, 500; from fi bing firms for 1880, 
ti n , i t r an th r our · , 4,675.06; total receipt , including 
<·, h giouiog f ar,, 763. . b. di r rnent w re-i allowance, 
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of ca"h, $5,623.09; in fuel, $1,165.24; provisions, $213.Q6; clothing and shoes, $258.12; amount 
loaned, $500; paid for books, printing, &c., $17.42; for treasmer and collector, $250; cash on hand, 
$736.16. The number of families receiving assistance during the year was 193, and the number 
taken off the list during the year was 38. 
Gloucester has three other charitable societies, one of which, the Tenement ..Association for 
Widows and Orphans, was organized in 1871. Its object is "to forni8h, at moderate rate, homes 
for the widows of our lost :fishermen." It bas erected, at a cost of $7,500, a building containing 
ten tenements. This is a neat structure in the western part of the city, on "The Meadows." It 
was, unfortunately, not built in a sufficiently central location and has not fully served the purpose 
for which it was intended. The poor women are obliged to work for their living and this tenement 
is too remote from the busy part of the town. 
The Gloucester Female Charitable Association was organized in 1834, for the purpose of assist- • 
ing the poor. Its funds are derived from annual memberships and donations. In 1875 it aided 
126 families, most of which were those of :fishermen. The :financial report of this society for the 
year 1879 shows receipts from contributions, $4,182.02; from assessments, interest, &c., $254.50; 
cash on hand at beginning of year, $36.27; total, $4,472.79. The disbursements for· the same year 
were as follows: For groceries, $601.05 ;· for dry goods, $307.53; for shoes, $541.50; for fuel, stoves, 
meat, milk, &c., $499.03; invested, $2,500; cash on hand, $23.68; total, $4,472.79. The number 
of garments distributed for the year was 1,145. 
The Gloucester Relief Association was organized in 1877 for the relief of the deserving poor 
of that city. It had no. accumulated fund, but depended upon voluntary contributions of the 
benevolent to meet the pressing demands constantly made upon its charity. It bas no salaried 
officers. .After the disastrous gale of February 20, 1879, the association made an appeal to its ear-
lier beneficiaries and to the charitable public for the relief of the 53 widows and 149 children thus 
left dependent upon charity. The appeal was nobly responded to, the amount collected being 
$6,846.04. Of .this amount $6,496.37 was distributed to the needy, and the balance in the treas-
urer's hands in March, 1881, was $349.67. Besides the contributions of money, the association 
received large quantities of clothing and provisions, which were given to the families of the :fisher-
men. It is intended to make the association a permanent one, as there is constant need of its 
kindly services . 
.Apart from the organized charitable associations, much good vy-ork is done at Gloucester 
in a more private way. What is known as the Cape Ann ..Advertiser Fund was contributed by 
subscribers of that paper for the relief of sufferers by the gales of February and March, 1879. 
This fund amounted to $671.59 and was the means of doing much good. .At the same period the 
Boston Theater Company sent a generous donation of money to Gloucester, which was disbursed 
by the mayor, assisted by citizens. Collections have been taken in Gloucester churches from time 
to time for the relief of suffering families of lost :fishermen, and donations are frequently received · 
by Gloucester ministers from benevolent persons in other places. 
SEC ry--9 
E.-MANAGEMENT OF THE VESSELS. 
By JOSEPH W. COLLINS. 
52. EVOLUTIONS OF THE FISHING SCHOONER.* 
There are numerous evolutions to be performed in conforming the movements of the vessel 
to the changes of the wind; also, in changing her course, and in making those maneuvers incidental 
to fishing which are peculiar to the New England fishermen, whose methods of seamanship are in 
many respects very different from those elsewhere in use. 
These evolutions may be discussed under the following heads: (1) tacking, or coming about; 
• (2) jibing, or wearing; (3) boxhauling, or hauling around; (4) shooting to; (5) heaving to, or 
lying to; (6) bri?ging a vessel to an anchor; (7) bringing a vessel to a drag; (8) getting under 
way; (9) breaking out anchor under sail; (10) shooting alongside of a seine-boat; (11) shooting 
alongside of a dory; (12) shooting alongside of a wharf; (13) lee-bowing another vessel; (14) run-
ning a vessel upon a lee shore; (15) jumping a vessel off a ledge on a lee shore. 
TACKING, OR COMING .ABOUT. 
The act of tacking a :fishing vessel is precisely the sartle as with any other fore and aft rigged 
vessel. This is done by putting down the helm and making fast the jib-sheet to leeward, so that, 
as the vessel comes to the wind, the jib will take aback and cause her to fall off in the opposite 
direction. To tack an ordinary fishing schooner takes from forty to eighty seconds, the time 
varying with the strength of the wind, the force of the waves, and the peculiarities of the vessel. 
The only danger in this evolution is that of "missing stays" when the vessel is in a dangerous 
place on a lee shore or in a narrow channel. Fishing vessels very rarely miss stays. The orders 
for tacking are: (i) Stand by for stays; (ii) Tend the jibs (this means to put the "tail-rope" on the 
jib-sheets, and if the vessel carries a flying-jib, to .slacken the lee sheet and stand by to trim down 
on the other sheet as the vessel comes around); and (iii) Let her come round; to which the man 
at the wheel answers: Hard-a-lee, as he puts his helm down. 
JIBING, OR WEARING. 
This evolution on a fishing schooner is the same in principle, as on other sailing vessels. 
It is precisely the opposite of tacking, the direction of the vessel being changed while running 
before the wind, so that the stern rather than the bow cros es its direction. With a moderate 
wind the act of jibing occupies but a few seconds, but when the wind is strong and the sheet~ 
mu t be hauled in and gradually lackened out on the opposite side, it may t~,ke from ten to twent;r 
minut . The order for jibing are a follows: (a) With light winds, (i) Put the wheel up and let her 
jibe over (t.o the man at the wheel). A the direction of the vessel is changed the wind catches the 
ail aback, and of their own accord th pa over to the other side of the vessel.t The flying-
jib he t are properly adju ted in o edienc to the order, (ii) JJraw away the flying-jib. (b) With 
stronger w ·nds. Wh n running b for th wind with a fre h breeze ·a schooner u ually bas a boom-
• Thi chapter, as well 
echoon r, bu ~ it ill 
pn li h i in thi place. 
that which follow , might very properly be included in the description of the fishing 
the duties of th fil;h rm n und r certain conditions, we have thought it proper to 
t Thi lJed "jibin all tanding/' or" orth River jibe," and is common on the Hudson River. 
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tackle, which is attached to the main boom and hauled taut to prevent the boom from swinging in 
when the vessel lurches in a .sea. The orders are, (i) Oall all hands to jibe the mainsail. This 
order is given to one man, who calls to the men in the forecastle, Stand by to jibe the mainsail; 
all hands on deck. The skipper usually repeats the same order to the men in the cabin. (ii) Un-
hook the boom-tackle. When necessary to jibe in this manner the vessel is usually running winged 
out, with the foresail on the opposite side to the mainsail; but if ~ot, it may be necessary to haul 
aft on the fore-sheet and jibe it over before the mainsail is jibed. In .this case the order is, (iii) 
Gather aft on your fore-&heet and jibe the foresail. After the foresail is jibed over, and the boom-
tackle has been unhooked, the order is, (iv) Haul aft the maln sheet. When the main sheet is suffi-
ciently flat, the order is given, (v) Ta,ke a turn with your main-sheet, and a round turn is taken on the 
cavil. The next order is to the man at the wheel, (vi) Put up your wheel and let h.er come over. The 
ves~el having changed her course, and the wind catching on the opposite side of the sail, the next 
order is, (vii)ftlack off the main sheet and hook on the boom-tackle. The boom-tackle is now hooked on 
and hauled ta~t; the lee flying-jib-sheet is then hauled taut in obedience to the order, (viii) Draw 
away your jibs, and the vessel pursues her way upon a new course. When the vessel has been 
sailing wing and wing it is not usually necessary to jibe the foresail, that being already on the 
proper si4e; but when it is necessary, after jibing the mainsail, to wing the foresail out on the other 
side, this is generally done in obedience to the orders, (i) Wing out the foresail on the· other side. 
When the foresail is winged out, the fore-boom is usually held in position by a guy, which answers 
the same purpose as the boom-tackle on the main boom. One end of the guy is fastened to the 
end of the boom, and the other taken to the bow of the vessel. The next order is, {ii) Slack up the 
fore-boom guy and haul aft the fore-sheet. The helmsman is cautioned by the order, (iii) Be careful 
how you steer, and don't let her come over too quick. When the fore-she.et is sufficiently flat, the next 
order is, (iv) Take a turn ·with your sheet; and the helmsman is then directed to, {v) Let it come over. 
As the sail ca~ches full on the opposite side, the order is, (vi) Slack away on the for.e-sheet and 
haul taut the fore-boom guy. 
There is considerable danger attendant upon jibfog when there is a fresh breeze, and booms 
are sometimes broken or even the masts are carried away. For 'this reason it is quite common 
for vessels to tack when the breeze is fresh instead of" wearing round," although it is necessary in 
this case to make nearly an entire circle and thus take much more time for the evolution. In 
order to avoid accidents when jibing, it is customary for some to slacken down the peaks of the 
foresail or mainsail, or both, so that less strain will be brouglit to bear on the ends. of the booms 
and on the mastheads.. This, however, involves the danger of~, goosewinging" the sails. 
BOXHA.ULING OR "HAULING ROUND." 
This evolution differs entirely from that performed by a square-rigged vessel and called by the 
same name. It is generally done on a fishing vessel after she has been lying to under a foresail 
and mainsail, in order to get her upon the opposite tack without the necessity of setting more sail 
and gathering headway. In order to understand this evolution it may be stated that when a 
vessel is lying fo in this manner, the main boom is guyed out broad over her quarter by the boom-
tackle, and the fore-sheet is eased off slack, so that the sail holds no wind, and the wheel is hard 
down. The vessel is governed by her mainsail and the action of the helm, lying with her bead 
• within four or five points of the direction of the wind and drifting to leeward. When it is neces-
sary to boxhaul, the order is given, (i) Haul aft the fore-sheet. This is pulled in sufficiently, 
when the order is, (ii) Make fast fore-sheet, unhook the boom-tackle, and haul round. The main sheet 
is now hauled aft rapidly, the helm being still kept down, and as the vessel comes nearly head to 
~ J 
132 FI HERMEN OF THE UNITED STATES. 
th wind the or er i , (iii) tand by to hoist the jib. When the vessel is head to the wind ~the order • 
i , (iv) Hoi t ai ay on the jib. At the same time it is customary tQ also give another order, (v) 
IIook on the orutch-tackle and ·Jtaul over on the main boom. As the jib is hoisted up, the sheet being 
mad fa ton the prop r ide, that is, the side which was to leeward, it catches aback and the 
v l' bow i wung off from the wind. The next order, as her sails get full, is, (vi) Draw away 
the jib. Under some circumstances the vessel may gather stern-way while this evolution is being 
performed, in which case it is necessary to give the order, (vii) Shift the wheel. 
SHOOTING TO. 
This evolution is peculiar to fore and aft rigged vessels, perhaps especially to fishing vessels. 
It is performed for a variety of purposes, such as sounding, speaking a vessel, or at any other 
time when it is desirable to deaden the headway without hauling down the sails or heaving to. To 
shoot a schooner to, it is only necessary, when sailing by the wind, to put the whee] part way 
down, and as she comes head to wind to keep her in that position by the management of the helm 
until her headway is stopped. One who is· skillful in managing a vessel in this manner may be 
able to sound even in more than 100 fathoms of water with little trouble and loss of time, much 
less than would be taken if the vessel were hove to. 
When speaking another vessel it is customary to pass by her stern and shoot to alongside 
of her. In thi way the captains are enabled to converse, under ordinary circumstances, for a 
number of minutes. There are other purposes for which this evolution is performed. These will 
be considered below. 
HE.A. VING TO, OH. LYING '.l.'O. 
This evolution may be performed in several ways: 
(a) Heaving to with jib to windward. (b) Heaving to under two sails. (c) Heaving to under 
fores ail. ( d) Heaving to under mainsail. 
A vessel may be "hove to" under various circumstances, either for a temporary purpose, such as 
taking a boat on board, or picking up anything which has dropped overboard. Again, on the fish-
ing ground, when sounding, while making observations upon the .fish, or waiting for their appear-
ance, or when waiting for the small boats which are setting trawls or otherwise engaged; or, agaia, 
in a torm, when it is not safe to be under other sail. Vessels frequently lie to on the fishing 
ground at ight in order to keep their position, and in the day-time to catch fish. 
LYING TO WITH A JIB TO WINDW .A.RD.-Thi is accomplished by fastening the jib-sheet on 
the w ath r ·ide and putting the wheel down, the fore-sheet being sometimes slackened off and at 
oth r time tr~mmed in it proper place. This is a favorite method with the mackerel seiners dur-
ing the day, when th y r watching for the appearance of fish, and also for the vessels engaged in 
the hadd k :ti ·hery, while on th fl hing grounds. ves el lying to under this sail can be filled 
away an m u g d wi h Ii t l cl lay and by a few per on . ' 
V o the i d er main ail catches aback and her 
/ 
t i 8 or lh i IJ •ry lllllu r 
PLATE 15" 
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headway is deadened; she soon stops, and makes a square drift at right angles with the direction 
in which she heads. A vessel is also very often hove to in this manner when sounding or fishing 
for cod on the Banks and elsewhere. 
HEAVING 'l'0 UNDER F0RESAIL.-.A vessel is " hove to" under a foresail either to hold her 
position on the fishing grounds in the night, as is the custom with the mackerel catchers, or during 
a heavy storm or gale, when it is not practicable to have mainsail '; d jib set. In the latter case, 
f 
however, t,he foresail is always reefed, the other sails are taken 'in and furled, Jhe foresheet 
trimmed aft, and the wheel put down. Sometimes a riding sail is set on the mainmast to keep the 
vessel steady and closer to the wind than she would be under reefed foresail alone. The vessel in 
this way heads within about five points of the wind and goes ahead slowly. The leeway is usually 
from three to six points-that is, the course is from three to six points to leeward of wbere she 
heads, the amount of leeway depending somewhat on the force of the wind and waves. 
HEAVING TO UNDER MAINSAIL.-Heaving to under a mainsail is an evolution which is less 
c~mmon than formerly. This method was practiced almost exclusively by ~he mackerel catchers 
when engaged in hook-and-line fishing and was usually done to give the vessel a steadier and square 
drift. It is done in the same manner as heaving to under two sails, with the exception that the 
foresail is lowered and furled. 
BRINGING A VESSEL TO ANCHOR. 
ON THE BANKS.-If the vessel is under bank sail (for description of this sail see under 
"Schooner rig") it is customary to haul down the jib and to ascertain the depth of water by 
sounding. If the proper depth is obtained the orders are given, (i) Let go the anchor; (ii) Pay 
away ( or "stick out") the cable; while this is being done by part of tbe crew the next order is 
(iii) Furl the jib. The foresail is usually kept up until the anchor reaches the bottom and occasion-
ally for a few minutes later. The order is then given, (iv) Lower away (or haul down) the foresail. 
The foresail is then furled (being sometimes first reefed). When it is thought that sufficient 
• cable has been paid out to enable the anchor to catch the bottom the order is given, (v) Weather-
b-it the cable.* .As soon as the anchor catches the bottom the vessel fetches up and swings head to 
the wind; the order is then given, (vi) Strad her up. t 
The method of anchoring on the Banks is much the same in rough weather, the only difference 
being that sometimes the foresail is 'taken in sooner. While it is. quite a common occurrence to 
bring a vessel to anchor in moderate weather with mainsail up, this is rarely undertaken with 
strong winds and a rough sea. Wben this is done, however, the vessel iR hove to under two sails 
before the anchor is let go, and while the cable is being slacked away, or "paid out," the foresail 
is lowered and furled, and the jib is also furled. When it is supposed that there is sufficient cable 
out for the vessel to fetch up, the· order is given, (i) Stand by to talce aft the main sheet. As the 
vessel swings head to the wind the boom-tackle is slackened and the sheet is pulled in until the 
main boom is directly amidships or parallel with the direction of the vessel. The crutch-tackles 
from each side of the stern are then "hooked on" to steady the boom, which is lowered into a 
crutch and the ·tackles are hauled taut. The mainsail is then usually lowered away and furled, 
* Weather-bitting the cable is to take an extra turn with it round the end of the windlass ·and over the windlass-
l>it, so that it can be held firmly from slipping or "rendering" when the vessel fetches up, ancl consequently brings a 
heavy strain on the cable. 
t" tradding the cable up," is winding round it a number of braided ropes called strads, each from 9 to 12 feet long. 
These are pointed at the ends, and one after another is put on until several fathoms of the cahle have been covered, 
so that tbe lower part of that which has been stradded wm reach nearly to the water, while the upper part is some 
distance inskle of the hawse-pipe. Thjs is done to prevent tbe cables from chafing in the hawse-pipe or about the 
stem. 
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except in special cases, when it may be temporarily kept· up. Occasionally, when anchoring in 
this way, it may be desirable to lower the mainsail before the foresail is taken in . 
.ANCHORING IN HARBOR m SHOAL WATER.-To bring a fishing schooner to anchor in a harbor, 
if there is sufficient room, the jib or jibs are first lowered and the helm put down so that th_e vessel 
shoots dead in the wind until her headway ceases. When she has stopped and begins to gather 
sternway the anchor is let go. There are, h~wever, quite a number of ways of doing this, depend-
ent altogether upon surrounding circumstances. If running into a harbor with a fair wind where 
there is a large fleet at anchor, there may not be room enough to handle a vessel in the manner 
just described. The after sails are then first taken in and furled, and last of all the jib is lowered. 
The anchor is let go " under foot" while the vessel is still forging ahead. Sometimes all the sails 
but the mainsail are hauled down; at other times all · but the foresail. Indeed, the management 
of the sails varies with the occasion, and therefore no definite rule can be laid down. 
BRINGING A VESSEL TO A DRAG. 
The act of bringing a fishing vessel to a drag is necessary only in the most furious gales. 
As a general thing, when this is done, the vessel is lying to under a close-reefed foresail, with, 
occasionally, also a reefed riding-sail set on the mainmast. On fishing vessels it is customary to 
attach the drag, whatever it may be, to the riding anchor on the port side, and for this reason, 
the vessel, if she is lying to on t,he starboard tack, is worn around so that she will be on the 
port tack before the drag is put out. Sometimes the seas are so dangerous that it is impracticable 
to wear around, and in such a case the starboard tack must be used instead. The simplest form 
of using a drag on a fishing vessel, when drifting in deep water, where there is no probability of 
the anchor taking bottom, is only to throw out the anchor a.nd pay out from one to two hundred 
fathoms of cable. The foresail is then taken in and furled, and the reefed riding-sail, or perhaps -
the peak of the'' balance-reefed mainsail," is set, in order to keep the vessel steady in the sea and 
close to the wind. The necessity of frequently heaving the vessel to a drag in the extremely vio-• 
lent gales which the fishermen encounter has led to the substitution of several devices much more 
effective tban a simple anchor in offering a resistance to the water and keeping the vessel's bead 
near the wind. One method is to sling one or more casks or barrels, and to attach them to the anchor. 
The easks have hoie.s in them so tbat they are soon filled with water and they then offer considerable 
resistance to the drifting craft and a sist materially in keeping the vessel in proper position. Planks 
and spars have been used for the same purpose, being slung at the ends or in the middle. Some 
special appliance have aleo been made, con&tructed of plank, canvas, and iron. The last mentioned 
are commonly made fa t to the anchor and cable, w hicb are paid out in the manner described. It is 
probable that with a uitably devised apparatus much better results could be obtained by simply 
attaching it to a haw er, without any anchor. 
The practice of carryinrr drag·s or :floating anchors is, unfortunately, too much neglected on 
our fishing ve ·el. . The o dect f this form of apparatus is to prevent foundering of sea-going 
ve el wh n lying to in h ,ayy gale , e pecially when sails have been blown away, or when from 
other cau e a Ye· ·el ha b come unmanageable, or i lying in a, dangerous position. Unless a 
ve el i provided.in ·nch ' n emerg ncy with ome ort of a drag to be put out at the bow, so as 
to pr ent h r from falling int h trough of the sea, he i~ liable to meet with serious disaster, 
amounting in many ca. t an ntire lo , of the ship and crew. It is believed by many whose 
xperi nc r n r the abl • f judging correctly that a large percentage of the loss by foun-
d rin which the fi bing fl t of ew E gland might be obviated by the use of properly 
co true clr- i well known r t fore eamen have generally been compelled in such 
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emergencies to rely on some sort of floating anchor improvised from spare material on shipboard, 
such as spars, casks, &c., the rigging of which is generally attended with much danger and delay, 
at a ti~e, too, when the utmost dispatch is desirable, if not hnperative. And when completed 
these rudely constructed affairs are rarely, if ever, found to answer well the purpose for which 
they were designed, shipwreck and loss of life often being the result of their faulty construction. 
Unfortunately, too, there is created a prejudice in the seaman's mind against using such contriv-
ances, and unless provided with apparatus specially designed for this purpose he must take the 
fearful alternative of chance to insure his safe retur~ to port. 
To obviate these difficulties various improved forms of drags or floating anchors have been 
designed, some of ~hich are acknowledged to be meritorious; but it is a somewhat remarkable 
fact, in view of the serious losses which have occurred to the fishing fleet, that almost none of the 
vessels are provided with even the simplest form of sea anchor, which, used in conjunction with 
a small amount of oil, might often prevent serious disaster. 
GETTING UNDER WAY. 
The usual method of getting under way in a harbor is: (i) to hoist the mainsail; (ii) to hoist 
the foresail (sometimes the main gaff-topsail is set at the same time); (iii) to heave up the anchor; 
(iv) (as the anchor breaks ground) to hoist the jib or jibs, apd fill away, although the head-sails 
are not always hoisted until the anchor is up to the bow; (v) the anchor is catted ~nd taken on the 
bow; (vi) the staysail or other light saiis that may be required are set. 
There are several other methods of getting under way in a harbor, dependent wholly on circum-
stances, such as first heaving .up the anchor and filling away under the jib, and afterward hoisting 
the other sails; getting under way under reefed sails, and also under the mainsail and jib or jibs. 
In getting under way on the Banks the anchor is first heaved up and taken on the bow; the 
foresail is then loosened and hoisted, and after that the jib. The vessel is then under "bank-sail," 
since she also has a riding-sail up, and, unless she is about to go a considerable distance, no other 
sail is set, except, perhaps, the flying-jib or staysail. If, however, it is necessary to set the main-
sail, the riding-sail is first hauled down and the ma.insail hoisted in its stead. If the winds are 
light and the vessel going a long distance, a main gaff-topsail is also usually set. 
BREAKING OUT ANCHOR UNDER SAIL. 
This evolution is rarely _performed, except under some sudden emergency when it is not prac-
ticable to weigh the anchor. Fishermen, while out in their dories hauling trawls, are sometimes 
caught to leewud in a squall, or the wind may be blowing too hard to allow them to reach their 
vessel. At such a time, to prevent the loss of the cable and anchor, and to rescue the men, tl.te 
foresail and jib are hoisted, and an endeavor made to break the anchor clear of the bottom. By 
this means the vessel may be brought far enough to leeward for the men in the dory to get on 
board. There are a few instances on record where this has been successfully accomplished, and 
the lives of several men have thus been saved. 
It is a very common occurrence for the halibut vessels, when lying in deep water, to heave 
short on their cable and then to hoist the ~ails and break the anchor out fo that manner. They 
then tow it along to another position on the edge of the bank instead of heaving it up to the bow, 
which would take several hours. At other times they heave in the cable until the anchor is broken 
out from the bottom, and, setting sail in the same manner, it is towed along, sometimes for a dis-
tance of seven or eight miles. 
We give the following as an instance of breaking out an anchor under sail in order to rescue 
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men wllo were to leeward: In October, 1878, the schooner Marion, of Gloucester, was lying on the 
outhern edo-e of Banqnereau a.t anchor in 150 fathoms of water. The dories bad been out to hau] · 
0 • 
the trawl , and all had succeeded in reaching the vessel except one, which bad been detained to 
leeward, and, at the time of starting for the vessel, was more than a mile distant. The wind had 
been blowing fresh all the morning and was increasing rapidly. There was but little prospect of 
the dory reaching the vessel. Tbe ordinary expedient of paying down another dory, attached to a 
buoy antl line, was resorted to and more than a thousand fathoms of buoy-line paid out. The men 
in the dory succeeded in getting hold of thiR, but unfortunately the line parted and only one thing 
could then be done to rescue the men. This was accomplished as follows: The foresail was hoisted 
and then the jib, which had been guyed out on one side so that the wind would catch it aback and 
fill the vessel away. The anchor, having firm hold on the bottom,,did not at once break out, but it 
fina.lly let go its hold, after which the vessel ran to leeward and the men and dory were picked up. 
When vessels are at anchor in shallow water on rocky bottom, the anchor sometimes become~ 
caught in the bottom, or "rocked," as it is called. It is then necessary that sail be set, and, by 
tacking back and forth, it may be possible to clear the anchor and thus prevent its loss. 
SHOOTING .ALONGSIDE OF A SEINJiJ-BO.AT. 
This is a maneuver peculiar to the mackerel fishermen engaged in purse-seining, and it is one 
which requires a considerable amount of skill and judgment in its execution. To shoot a vessel 
to, or to heave her to, alongside of a ·seine-boat so that she will stop headway almost at a given 
point, or within a few feet of it, requires an intimate knowledge of the peculiarities of a vessel, and 
a skillful management of sails and helm, especially since this must be done under different ~ir-
cumstances, which vary with the strength of windsi tides, and sea. The ordinary method is 
tbe same as heaving to under two sails, which we have already described; at other times, perhaps, 
only under the mai.nsail, the evolution being performed in such a manner that the vessel shoots to 
close alongside of the seine boat, so that a rope may be thrown to the rpen in it, the vessel at the 
same time stopping short at that point. Long practice and an intimate knowledge of the vessels 
has enabled our fisherme~ to perform this evolution with a precision and exactness truly sur-
prisi.ng. 
SHOOTING .A.LONG:::!IDE OF A DORY. 
In some branche8 of the fisheries, especially the haddock fishery, the shore cod :fishery, and, 
occa ionally, in the halibut and bank cod fishery, the vessels ma,ke '' flying sets," or, as it is more 
frequently termed, "set under sail." This particular method of setting trawls will be discussed 
l ewher . It i unnece sary to go into details here further than to state that the vessels instead 
' of being anchored, are kept under sail while the trawls are being set and hauled. While the 
fl h rmen are out in the dories setting and hauling, the vessel is managed by the captain and 
c k, and whenever one of the dories has finished the operation or has secured a load of fish, the 
v I i bot to close along ide of it, so that it may come on board at once. This evolution is 
ft n per£ rm d when there fa a , trong wind and quite a rough sea, and it requires the same 
ammmt of k11owl dge and skill in handling the vessel as it does to shoot alongside of the seine-
oat. In the 1 tter ca e, though it is not absolutely necessary that the vessel should shoot so 
lo t th lor · or top o hort, the feat is more difficult because there are only two men to 
rnana th v l. A a general thing the vessel is shot to or hove to with her J'ib to windward 
' ' ' ancl m ti m th £ re- h et i a ed off, so that the vessel makes a drift nearly at right angles 
wi h b clir ti n in hich be head . At other times, especially in rough weather, when there is 
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a sufficient number of men on board to accomplish it, the vessel is hove to close alongside of th~ 
dory under two sails, and in all :i;espects this evolution is then similar to that of shooting to along-
side of a seine-boat. There are, perhaps, some other ways of shooting to alongside of a dory, such 
as shooting up and tacking at the same time, thus reaching the dory and shooting to without the 
jib to wind ward, and occasionally, when the winds are light, a vessel may be run alongside of the 
dory and it may be picked up while she is going before the wind. . 
SHOOTING ALONGSIDE OF A WHARF. 
This is an evolution which is constantly being performed in any of our larger fishing towns, 
but while it is of such common occurrence and is, almost without exception, performed with an 
astonishing degree of skill and judgment, there are so many different ways of performing the 
maneuver, dependent upon surrounding circumstances, that only a few of those in common use 
can be given here. It is, perhaps, scarcely necessary to say that on returning from a voyage it is 
the ordinary practice for a fishing vessel to go at once to the wharf where her cargo is to be landed 
and where she will be refitted for another cruise. This might be accomplished, as with larger 
vessels, by first anchoring and either being towed in by a_ tug or hauling in by warps without any -
great risk or display of skill, but this would involve a loss of time and an amount of extra labor 
which it is at all times desirable to avoid. One of the most common ways of shooting alongside 
of a wharf, when the wind is blowing from it, is for the vessel to be kept under sail and under 
headway until she approaches comparatively close to it and some distance to leeward. The head 
sails are then hauled down and she is luffed to the wind, after which the mainsail is lowered. It 
is customary at such times for the skipper, or master, to take a station where he can command the 
scene . . An experienced man is placed at the wheel, who steers the vessel in conformity to the 
orders of the captaiu. Other men stand by with ropes to throw out as the vessel approaches the 
wharf, these ~eing fastened by persons on the wharf in readiness to receive them. The headway 
of the vessel is thus checked and she drops .into her berth. To shoot into a wharf with a free 
wind all sails are hauled down while the vessel is yet some distance from it and she is allowed to 
run in with bare poles. Thii;:, however, can only be accomplished with safety when there is a 
comparatively moderate wind, or when perhaps the tide is partially ebbed, so that the vessel may 
- bring up on the bottom. It is by no means an unusual occurrence for a vessel to shoot alongside 
of a wharf with her mainsail, and sometimes her foresail, up when the wind is blowing from it. ' 
LEE-BOWING ANOTHER VESSEL. 
A.t the present time this evolution is seldom performed. When mackerel were taken by 
jigging or with hook and line, one vessel would sometimes attempt to draw away, or "toll," a large 
school of fish from another. This was done by heaving to, either under two sails or under main-
sail, close under the lee bow of the vessel which was catching the fish and by throwing out of a 
great amount of "toll'' bait. The mackerel usually ,followed this bait, and the consequence was 
that the leeward vessel soon had the best fishing. This maneuver ·corresponds, in many respects, 
to heaving to alongside of a seine-boat, since the vessel must be stopped directly under the lee bow 
of the other, but of course it differs in that she is not brought as close to the windward vessel as 
she would be to tbe seine boat. Some twelve to twenty years ago it was not uncommon on our 
New England coast, especially in the fall, to see from two hundred to four hundred or even five 
hundred sail of vessels lying to, in apparently a compact mass, fishing for mackerel. This was 
the result of one after another lee-bowing such vessels as had secured good fishing. 
138 FI H RMEN OF T.HE UNITED STATES. 
RUNNING A VESSEL UPON A LEE SHORE. 
Mo t of the fishing ve els are employed at all seasons of the year, and probably more 
xpo ed than any other cla s of ve el to the dang rs incident to approaching the land. One of 
the greate t of the dangers i being caught on a lee shore. Vessels are seldom compelled to 
'resort to the expedient of running on the land in a gale, for they are usually well provided with 
ground ta-0kle to ride out at anchor almost any gale. This expedient is almost al ways resorted to 
when others fail. Occasionally, however, a vessel may be caught on a lee shore in a heavy gale, 
in which he is unable to carry sufficient sail to work off, and may not be provided with proper 
tackle for holding on at anchor. When it is quite certain that the vessel will be driven ashore by 
the force of the gale (it may be during the night), it is considered more prudent, for the safety of the 
men, to run the vessel "head on" upon the land w bile it is yet light enough to select the best place 
'' to beach." When such a course is decided upon, it is customary to set all the sail that the vessel 
can carry, and to keep this on her even after she has struck, if it be a sloping shore, until she has 
been driven up as high as the wind and waves will force her. If this is done at high tide or on 
the first of the ebb, it is probable that the crew will be saved. There have been numerous 
instances in the Bay of Saint Lawrence, especially on the nort~ side of Prince Edward Island, or 
in the bend of the island., as it is called, of fishing vessels running ashore in this manner. The 
vessels have sometimes been driven so high that they were but little injured, and after the 
abatement of the storm were again launched and employed in the fisheries for many years 
thereafter. 
In the fall of 1851, and again on August 23 and 24, 1873, many instances of this kind occurred 
in that locality, together with many of a sadder nature, which will long be remembered by those 
interested in the :fisheries. 
J'UMPING .A. VESSEL OFF .A.. LEE SHORE. 
When a vessel strikes on a ledge a heavy press of sail may be set, and by careening the 
vessel down she may "jump off." This maneuver is often assisted by the sea, as the vessel, with a 
crowd of sail on her, will move ahead as often as she raises on ·a wave, and unless the ledge is too 
near the water's surface for her to pass over, or other circumstances are very unfavorable, the 
attempt is generally successful. 
63. AMOUNT OF CANVAS CARRIED BY A SCHOONER. 
Although a ·chooner can carry more sail wheu the wind blows from a direction abaft the 
b am, her peculiar exc 11 •ncies are best een when the wind is forwa.rd of the beam, and when she 
aid to be "sailing by the wind." 
In di cu ing the amount of canvas carried under different circumstances by the same vessel, 
we propo e to p ak of her management (1) when sailing with the wind "on the quarter," (2) when 
ailing "by th ind," (3) when ailing with a '' beam wind," (4) when sailing with the wind 
"a tern." 
in coming from a dir ction abaft the beam-that is, stern winds and quarter winds-are 
11 d' free win ," hile tho eat right angles to the keel are beam winds, and those blowing 
from a dir tion forward of the beam are called " cant" or "head" winds. 
The diffi r nee between " cant' and a ' bead" wind is thus defined: When a vessel can 
k Pon her c ur whil ailin th wind, it i called a" cant wind," but when she js unable 
t-0 do th, it i call a h ad wind being any wind whfoh necessitates tacking back 
an fir h-t ti , 
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While this may not be the place to discuss the ability of the schooner to sail close to the wind, 
it may be stated that the average fishing schooner may be steered within five points' of the wind, 
and the best sailers, und~r favorable circumstances, within four points. In this respect their per-
formance is equal to that of many yachts. There are propably no modern vessels in the New 
England fishing fleet which cannot sail within five points of the wind. To sail within four points 
of the wind it is necessary for a vessel to beau northeast when the wind blows directly from the 
north or a~ an angle of 45° with the direction of the wind; when sailing within five points of the 
wind the vessel would be heading northeast by east-the wind being still from due north-or at an 
angle of 56° 30". When a vessel is sailing more than five points off from the direction of the 
wind, she_ is no longer sailing" by th«; wind," and the sheets must be slackened and the sails 
allowed to go farther out upon the leeward side. As her course deviates farther and farther from 
the direction of the wind she is said to be running with "free sheets," until the wind becomes 
''abeam" or at an angle of 90° to the direction of her keel. When the wind comes from a ~irec-
tion which is more than 900 from that in which the bow is pointed and at an angle as great as or 
in the vicinity of 135°, she is said to be sailing with the wind "abaft the beam." When the wind 
is abo:i,it 450 abaft the beam, she is sailing with the wind on her quarter, the direction of the wind 
having the same relation to the stern of the vessel that it had to the bow when the vessel was 
sailing "by the wind." When the wind is blowing in such a way that its direction forms with 
the keel an angle of less them 450, the wind is said to be "aft," and if directly astern, the vessel 
is said to be sailing" dead before it." 
WITH THE WIND ON THE QUARTER. 
The average schooner sailing with the wind "on her quarter," with her fullest complement of 
sails, will carry all her sails until the wind blows what the fishermen would call a '' good breeze." 
The first sails to be taken in, as the wind freshens, are the balloon-jib and staysail. This is neces-
sary in order to prevent the topmasts from being carried -away. .A vessel carrying all her sails 
with a fresh breeze would probably heel over until her scuppers touched the water, and sometimes 
deeper, before it would be necessary to take in the balloon-jib and staysail, and, under these cir-
cumstances, would sail at the rate of 10 to 12 knots an hour. 
Under these conditions the vessel makes its best speed, the water usually being smooth and 
the "point of sailing" favorable. Large vessels belonging to the port of Gloucester and other 
fishing ports have, under such circumstances, made a speed of 13 or 14 miles an hour. 
As the breeze increases in strength the foretop-sail and then the maintop-sail are removed. 
The heeling over of the vessel would remain about the t:1ame, and her speed would be practically 
undiminished. The flying-jib is next taken in. The vessel is now moving ahead with what is 
called a "whole-sail breeze," and when the jib, foresail, and mainsail are set, is said to be under 
"whole sail," the other sails being known as the ''light ails." 
The differences in the shape and rig of vessels render it possible for some to cany a certain 
amount of sail much longer than others, and to heel to an extent which would be dangerous to 
others. The average schooner must shorten sail when the lee-rail is level with the water. 
With a whole-sail breeze and a comparatively smooth sea the speed of the vessel remains about 
the same as when the breeze is lighter and all sails set. It is supposed that a whole-sail breeze, 
for a vessel with the wind on her quarter ha~ a velocity not far from 30 miles an 1our. 
A schooner-rigged vessel will carry a larger proportion of sail in comparison with a square-
rigged vessel when sailing by the wind than under any other circumstances. As the wind 
increa e , the mainsail is taken in and reefed. It is usually the custom at such times, especially 
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if th wind i increa ing rapidly, to put either a single or a double reef in the mainsail. The 
Glouc ter :fi berm en u ually put in a double reef at once. At the same time the bonnet is taken 
out of the jib. Wh n it bas become necessary to shorten sail to this extent the sea is always 
rough and the peed of the vessei may be somewhat diminished, perhaps to 9 or 10 knots. 
As an in tance of speed made under such circumstances, it may be stated that the schooner 
William H. Foye, in the pring of 1875, made a passage to the Western Bank, a distance of 380 
miles, in about forty-two hours, or an average speed of 9 miles an hour, running alm_ost all the 
time under reefed mainsail, jib with the bonnet out, and whole foresail. 
Before it is necessary to shorten sail further the wind has strengthened to nearly a gale. The 
pressure upon the foremast is now so great that it soon b~comes necessary to reef the foresail, to 
prevent the foremast being carried away. / 
If the wind is increasing rapidly two renfs are at once put in the sail; if otherwise, a single 
reef. A vessel with mainsail and foresail double reefed and the bonnet out of the jib can carry 
that sail, whiJe running free, until the wind blows a gale. 
The following instances illustrate the relative amount of sail carried by schooners and square-
rigged vessels when it is necessary to put the former under this sail: 
The schooner Ocean Bell, in the spring of 1874, while on a passage to Gloucester from the 
Grand Bank, sailing under double reefs, fell in with and passed a large bark, head-reaching under 
close-reefed topsails and foretop-mast staysail. Again, in the autumn of 1875, the schooner How-
ard, under doubl~-reefed sails, fell in with and passed a large bark lying to under a goose-winged 
lower maintop-sail, having no other sail set. Numerous and pos5ibly more striking instances of 
this sort might be related. These schooners were sailing by the wind, and under these circum-
stances the comparative merit of the schooners appears at best advantage, although they cannot 
carry the sails so long when sailing by the wind as when the wind is on their quarter. A 
schooner with the wind. as last mentioned may carry this sail until the wind blows a smart gale, 
and it is more frequently the case that they have to shorten sail still fm·ther on account of the 
roughness of the sea, and the consequent heavy lurching, than because of their inability to carry so 
much canvas. The wind is now whistling, or, in fishermen's phrase, " squealing" through the rig-
ging; and even an ocean t amer, if beading the sea or in its trough, would be tossing about in a 
manner which would be very uncomfortable and alarming to most of the passengers. 
As the sea and the wind increase th re is a danger of carrying away the main boom, the end 
of which js frequently dipped under as the ve el lurches to leeward. The mainsail is now, there-
for , taken in and furled, and in its tead the riding- ail, especially on the Bank vessels, is bent to 
the mainma t and hoi t d, tbi ail b ing without a boom and con. iderably smaller than the two-
r e£ d main ail, ther for cau e the ve el to lurch much le s than when she has the long main-
m over her 1 e quart r. • 
nder the pr nt arrangem nt of the ail·, riding- ail, double-reefed foresail, and jib without 
I ntinue until the wind blow a b avy gale. 
n a cboon r i. going ahead und r the e , ail. an ocean st amer would be making slow 
if heading th wind an uld b oblig d to alt r her cour e to avoid lying in the trough 
if b b uld t , ring with tbP- win ab am. 
f boon r Mari n, of Glouce ter, while running under 
t rn Bank, making slow progre s to the we t-
• om tim th riding- il i n t l is a1tow d t run under double-reefed foresail and jib. The 
ru tbod f tting th ri<liog- · il a d ril d i , how v r, p rbaps the m st common. 
MANAGEMENT OF THE VESSELS. 141 
ward, with the wind on her starboard bow, and having only the fore and main spencer set. During 
this gale several merchant and fishing vessels met with disasters. The sea at this time is so high 
that it is frequently necessary to rnn nearly dead before the wind to prevent the vessel being 
"knocked down" or "tripped," or a sea boarding her on her quarter. The next move is to take in 
the riding-sail and jib and furl them up. When this becomes necessary the wind is blowing 
nearly a hurricane. The vessel is now running under a double-reefed foresail, and can contipue 
under this sail as long as the canvas will stand. Instances in which it has been blown away are 
not unusual. Fishing vessels are not often obliged to come down to a double-reefed foresail in the 
summer months, though they do so sometimes during the so-called "fall hurricanes." In the winter 
a voyage of a few weeks is seldom made without running under double-reefed foresail at least once, 
and, in many-instances, ten or twelve times during the trip, particularly if long pa8sages are 
made. 
It is unfortunate that there is no means of estimating the force of the wind as it blows in mid-
ocean, but many observers consider that its velocjty far exceeds anything that hai:; been recorded 
on the land, except perhaps at such exposed locations as the top of Mount Washington. 
When the anemometer at the signal station on Thatcher's Island records a wind velocity of 
· 65 to 70 miles an hour, it has been reported that fishing vessels in the immediate vicinity have, 
in some cases, carried double-reefed foresail and mainsail, and jib without the bonnet, and, in 
other instances, double-reefed foresail, jib with two bonnets removed, and riding-sail. This, too, 
was when they were sailing by the wind and carrying less sail than they could carry had they 
been running free. The remarks with reference to sailing with the wind "on the quarter" apply in 
a general way when the wind is "abaft the beam" or "well aft." 
SAILING "BY THE WIND." 
When the vessel is sailing by the wind the management of the sails is similar to that already 
described, except that sail is reduced sooner as the wind inc:reases fn force. The _sheets being 
hauled tight, the booms, within a few degrees, parallel to the line of the keel, and the sails showing 
a flat surface to the wind, a much greater lateral pressure is brought to bear upon the vessel. .A 
vessel running free is, of course, going in the same direction as the wind, and feels its force in a less 
degree. A vessel sailing by the wind will come down to double-reefed ~ails, when~ with the wind on 
her quarter, she might, perhaps, carry whole sail. When a. vessel running with the wind on her 
quarter would be under double-reefed sails, one sailing by the wind would need to be "hove to" 
under double-reefed foresail. 
WITH THE WIND ".ABEAM." 
When the vessel is sailing with the wind abeam sail is reduced in the same manner as already 
described. When the wind is abeam sail can be carried longer than when sailing by the wind, 
though not so long as when the wind is on the quarter. This is not so much on account of limita-
tions connected with the management of the sails themselves, but because when a gale is blowing 
it is necessary to avoid sharp seas directly upon the beam, which are frequently very dangerous 
and sometimes result in "knocking· the vessel down." Occasionally a vessel sailing with the wind 
on the beam must be "L.ove to" sooner than when sailing "by the wind," and always sooner than 
with the wind "on her quarter." 
WITH THE WIND ASTERN. 
When the wind is astern a comparison between the schooner and the square-rigged vessel 
is least favorable to the schooner, except perhaps during very light winds. Every possible device 
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if th wind i incr ing rapidly, to put either a single or a double reef in the mainsail. The 
Glouc ter fi b rm n u ually put in a double reef at once. At the same time the bonnet is taken 
ut of the jib. h n it ha become nece sary to shorten sail to this extent the sea is always 
rough ud tll peed of the ve sei may be somewhat diminished, perhaps to 9 or 10 knots. 
A an in tance of peed made under such circumstances, it may be stated that the schooner 
William H. Foye, in tbe pring of 1875, made a passage to the Western Bank, a distance of 380 
mile , in about forty-two hour , or an average speed of 9 miles an hour, running almost all the 
time under reefed mainsail, jib with the bonnet out, and whole foresail. 
Before it is nece sary to shorten sail further the wind has strengthened to nearly a gale. The 
pressure upon the foremast is now so great that it soon b~comes necessary to reef the foresail, to 
prevent the foremast being carried away. 
If the wind is increasing rapidly two reofs are at once put in the sail; if otherwise, a single 
reef. A vessel with mainsail and foresail double reefed and the bonnet out of the jib can carry 
that sail, whiJe running free, until the wind blows a gale. 
The following instances illustrate the relative amount of sail carried by schooners and square-
rigged vessels when it is necessary to put the former under this sail: 
The schooner Oceau Bell, in the spring of 1874, while on a passage to Gloucester from the 
Grand Bank, sailing under double reefs, fell in with and passed a large bark, bead-reaching under 
close-reefed topsails and foretop-mast staysail. Again, in the autumn of 1875, the schooner How-
ard, under doubl~-reefed sails, fell in with and passed a large bark lying to under a goose-winged 
lower maintop-sail, having no other sail set. Numerous and pos~dbly more striking instances of 
this sort might be related. These schooners were sailing by the wind, and under these circum-
stances the comparative merit of the schooners appears at best advantage, although they cannot 
carry the sail o long when sailing by the wind as when the wind is on their quarter. A 
cbooner with the wind. a last mentioned may carry this sail until the wind blows a smart gale, 
and it i more frequ ntly th ca e that they have to shorten sail still fm·ther on account of the 
roughne of the ea, a d the consequ nt heavy lurching, than because of their inability to carry so 
much canva . Th wind i now whistling, or, in fishermen's phrase, "squealing" through the rig-
ging; and ev n an o ean , t amer, if beading the sea or in its trough, would be tossing about in a 
manner which would b v ry uncomfortable and alarming to most of the passengers. 
A the sea and the wind increa e th re i a danger of carrying away the main boom, the end 
f which j frequ ntly i p d nnd r a th ve el lurche to leeward. The mainsail is now, there-
for , taken in c: nd furl d, and h1 it t ad the riding- ail, especially on the Bank vessels, is bent to 
th mainma t an 11 i t d, hi ail being without a boom and considerably smaller than the two-
r fi main ail, ther for cau e the ve l to lurch much less than when she bas tbe long main-
m vrhrle 
nder the pr ' nt rrangem nt of tlle ail·, ridin - ail, double-reefed foresail, and jib without 
th b nn t th v 1 ntinue. until the wind blow a heavy gale. 
tbi 
n a ch on r i goin,., ahead und r the e sail. an ocean teamer would be making slow 
if hea ing th wind an ould o liged to alt r her cour e to avoid lying in the trough 
if h h uld t , ring with the wind abeam. 
87 , th cboon r fari n, of Glouce ter, while running under 
r n ar h t rn Bank, making slow progre s to the we t-
m tim th riding- il i no t:t but tlL v · · 1 i8 all w d t run under double.reefed foresail and jib. The 
f tting the ri iog- · i1 a d crib d j , b w v r, p rhaps the m st common. 
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ward, with the wind on her starboard bow, and having only the fore and main spencer set. During 
this gale several merchant and fishing vessels met with disasters. The sea at this time is so high 
that it is frequently necessary to run nearly dead before the wind to prevent the vessel being 
"knocked down" or "tripped," or a sea boarding her on her quarter. The next move is to take in 
the riding-sail and jib and furl them up. When this becomes necessary the wind is blowing 
nearly a hurricane. The vessel is now running under a double-reefed foresail, and can continue 
under this sail as long as the canvas will stand. Instances in which it has been blown away are 
not unusual. Fishing vessels are not often obliged to come down to a double-reefed foresail in the 
summer months, though they do so sometimr.s during the so-called "fall hurricanes." In the winter 
a voyage of a few weeks is seldom made without running under double-reefed foresail at least once, 
and, in many-instances, ten or twelve times during the trip, particularly if long pa8sages are 
made. 
It is unfortunate 'that there is no means of estimating the force of the wind as it blows in mid-
ocean, but many observers consider that its velocity far exceeds anything that has been recorded 
on the land, except perhaps at such exposed locations as the top of Mount Washington. 
When the anemometer at the signal station on Thatcher's Island records a wind velocity of 
65 to 70 miles an hour, it has been reported that fishing vessels in the immediate vicinity have, 
in some cases, carried double-reefed foresail and mainsail, and jib without the bonnet, and, in 
other instances, double-reefed foresail, jib with two bonnets removed, and riding-sail. This, too, 
was when they were sailing by the wind and carrying less sail than they could carry had they 
been running free. The remarks with 1·eference to sailing with the wind '" on the quarter" apply in 
a general way when the wind is "abaft the beam" or "well aft." 
SAILING "BY THE WIND." 
When the vessel is sailing by the wind the management of the sails is similar to that already 
described, except that sail is reduced sooner as the wind increases !n force. The sheets being 
hauled tight, the booms, within a few degrees, parallel to the line of the keel, and the sails showing 
a flat surface to the wind, a much greater lateral pressure is brought to bear upon the vessel. .A. 
vessel running free is, of course, going in the same direction as the wind, and feels its force in a less 
degree. A vessel sailing by the wind will come down to double-reefed ~ails, when, with the wind on 
her quarter, she might, perhaps, carry whole sail. When a. vessel running with the wind on her 
quarter would be under double-reefed sails, one sailing by the wind would need to be "hove to" 
under double-reefed foresail. 
WITH THE WIND ".ABEAM." 
When the vessel is sailing with the wind abeam sail is reduced in the same manner as already 
described. When the wind is aoeam sail can be carried longer than when sailing by the wind, 
though not so long as when the wind is on the quarter. This is not so much on account of limita-
tions connected with the management of the sails themselves, but because when a gale is blowing 
it is necessary to avoid sharp seas directly upon the beam, which are frequently very dangerous 
and sometimes result in '' knocking the vessel down." Occasionally a vessel sailing with the wind 
on the beam must be "hove to" sooner than when sailing "by the wind," and always sooner than 
with the wind "on her quarter." 
WI'.l.'H THE WIND .ASTERN. 
When the wjnd is astern a comparison between the schooner and the square-rigged vessel 
is least favorable to the schooner, except perhaps during very light winds. Every possible device 
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i u ed to pread the sails to the wind. The most common one of these is '' winging them out," 
which i done by having the mainsail and main-gaff topsail on one side and the foresail on the 
other with their sheets slackened well off, so that the sails are nearly at right angles with the 
' direction of the vessel, and in such a position as to receive the greatest amount of pressure from the 
wind. When running "winged" the main jib is generally hauled down, and sometimes also the 
other jib or jibs. It is useless at this time to set the staysail in its proper place, and when the 
winds are moderate it is therefore frequently set to leeward opposite the foresail, and in such a 
manner that it catches the wind which passes through between the mainsail and foresail, adding 
materially to the speed of the vessel. This method of .setting it is called "scandalizing the staysail." 
The rate of speerl attained by vessels with their sails" winged out" is nenirly the same as with 
the wind '' on the quarter." Sail may be carried thus for a long time, but it is not customary to 
do so, because it is difficult to take in sails during strong winds when they are "winged out." A 
vessel will sail under double-reefed mainsail and foresail "winged out" when, with the wind on 
her quarter, she would be running under the same sails with the jib up. Much caution and judg-
ment is needed in sailing with a freshening wind astern. Headstrong skipp-0rs have carried whole 
sails in this manner when the wind was blowing a gale. Serious damage has sometimes resulted 
as a consequenae. 
54. MANAGEMENT OF DISABLED VESSELS. 
In the chapter on disasters the injuries to which fishing vessels are liable have been fully dis-
cussed. Each kind of injury is repaired in its own way. There are, however, certain kinds which 
are repaired in a peculiar manner, requiring special skill and daring on the part of the fisher-
men. A few of the most prominent of these will be meutioned: (a) Management of Yessels which 
have lost their spars. (b) Repairing damages to the rigging. (c) Repairing or improvising of sails. 
(d} Repa}ring or improvising rudder. (e} Repair~ng leaks. (/} Righting vessels which have been 
knocked down. (g) Repairs of boats. 
MAN A.GEMENT OF VESSELS WHICH H.A. VE LOST TH"Effi SP ARS.-When the topmast is carried 
away, generally no attempt is made to supply another at sea, although in some cases it is fitted 
anew and replaced. 
The main boom, if carrjed away, is generally "fished" by means of an improvised apparatus, 
which can usually be made to answer every purpose. 
In the case of losing a flying-jib boom attempts are rarely made to repair it at sea, as most 
of the fishing vessels can do without it. 
The fore boom and the fore and main gaff are frequently "fished'' or repaired in such a man-
ner when broken that they will an wer until new ones can be obtained. 
Wh n the for ma ·ti carried away or broken, a purchase is usually taken from the mainmast 
head and hooked into the •y or to the upper end of the jib stay, and hauled taut, so that the 
mat ma t may rec iYe upport, and at the same time the jib may be set on the stay. By this 
means the ve el i enabled to ail under her jib and main ail, and perhaps with the staysail set 
b t een the ma t., a-. w 11. Thi arrangement is fea ·ible when the mast is broken but a short 
i tance a ove the deck. When, however, it is broken near the cross-trees the jib-stay may be 
plac .d o the forem t, ' ud a re fed foresail and a jib with the bonnet_ out ~ay be set instead of 
the ail a already cri d. 
"' 
.Mackerel schooner under full sail, close-hauled by the wind. 
Drawrn'g by H. W. Elliott and Capt. J. W . Collins. 
' 
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When the mainmast is broken or carried away, if broken close to the deck, it is difficult to set 
any after-sail unless a jury-mast is rigged. This may be done by lashing the main boom or some 
other spar to the stump of the mainmast and attaching the halyards to its top, in such a manner 
that either a reefed mainsail or riding-sail may be set on it. When, however, the mainmast is 
broken higher up, it frequently becomes possible, by shortening the shrouds and putting on a 
''preventer spring-stay," to set a reefed mainsail, or, more commonly, a riding-sail, which, together 
with the jib and foresail, generally enables the vessel to make fair headway, even against a head 
wind. Vessels rigged in this manner have often made passages of 600 to 800 miles in a reasonably 
short time. 
When the bowsprit is carried away or broken, either by a sea or by carrying sail, the jib-stay 
is usually taken in through the "hawse-pipe" and hove taut on the windlass, in such a manner ' 
that the jib with the bonnet out may be set on it, and thus the vessel cari make steerage way on 
the wind by having the ma.insail reefed ;· but when running free, may be able to carry the whole 
mainsail. 
Vessels are sometimes so unfortunate as to lose all their spars. It then becom~s necessary 
that jury-masts should be improvised, in order that the vessel may reach port without assistance. 
There are many ways of doing this, as well as performing the other operations we have mentioned, 
which can only be det_ermined by the surrounding circumstances. The most general method is to 
lash some light spar, boom, or gaff, or perhaps even the jib-sheet traveler, to fhe stump of the 
mast, having the halyard-blocks attached to the topmost end, whereby the sa}Js may be hoisted; 
fishing vessels rigged in this manner have often arrived safely in port without assistance. 
REPAIRING DAMAGES IN THE RIGGING.-Fi.shing vessels, in common with all other sea-going 
vessels, are very liable to have their rigging broken or otherwise damaged while at sea, in such a 
manner that it is of th~ utmost importance that it should be repaired promptly, both to insure the 
safety of the vessel and the prosecution of the voyage. As vessels are now rigged, however, one 
. of the accidents of this kind to which they are most liable is that of having the iron work, by which 
the rigging is ~ttached, broken rather than the rigging itself. On fishing vessels this more fre-
quently occurs to the iron-work connected with the bobstay and jib-stay than to that of any ~other, 
since upon this is brought to bear a very heavy strain. These accidents are more likely to occur 
during gales when there is a heavy sea running than at any other time, and generally call for a 
display of skill and seamanship such as is rarely needed elsewhere. Usually, when the iron-work 
on the stem to which the jib-stay sets up is carrie~ away, the end of the stay is taken ·in through 
one of the hawse-pipes and set up by tackles to the wiqdlass and secured in a proper manner. It 
is quite often the case that the iron work at the end of the bowsprit to which the bobstay is-
attached is broken, and it sometimes becomes necessary to replace this and to set the bobstay up 
anew, even under the most difficult and dangerous circumstances. Fishing schooners are occa-
sionally liable to have their spring-stays unnooked, or the bolts in the shackles get loose, in such 
a manner that the mainmast is left without that support. If tbis occurs when the vessel is under 
sail, it can be usually replaced without a great deal of trouble by runfling the vessel before the 
wind, so that the mainsail may assist to keep the mainmast straight. 
If lying at anchor, however, or under some other circumstances, it is generally necessary to 
get a strap on the mainmast, to which a purchase from the foremast is hooked and the head of the 
mainmast hauled forward far enough to enable the men to attach the spring-stay in its proper 
position. The performance of this duty is usually one requiring a great amount of skill and judg-
ment to successfully accomplish it. 
The parting of shrouds, laniards, &c., are accidents to which all vessels are liable, and the 
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am method of repairing these are adopted on fishing vessels as on other vessels. These 
are fully explained in all manuals of seamanship." 
1 engaged in the Bank fishery always have their bobstays and the lower part of their 
jib- 'tay provided with chafiug-gear, to prevent the cable from coming in contact with them. It 
sometimes bapp n that while the vessels are riding at anchor in gales of wind this chafing-gear 
get loo e, and there is imminent danger of the cable being chafed off and lost on that account. 
To repair this damage and to prevent the loss of the cable there is generally required a great 
amount of daring and skill on the part of the fishermen, and many schemes are resorted to for .the 
accomplishment of this end, none being, however, free from danger. 
The parting and c;onsequent replacing of running rigging is something that is of such frequent 
occurrence and so common to all vessels that it hardly need be described at length in this place. 
REPAIRING OR IMPROVISING SAILS.-The ordinary repairs to the sails made necessary by their 
being torn, &c., do not differ materially from those on other vessels. We may mention here that 
in one instance, at least, a great deal of ingenuity was exhibited by :fishermen in improvising sails 
from their. bed-clothing, and their vessel, the schooner Onward, of Gloucester, came safely into 
port. It may also be said that the riding-sail, which we have before described, is frequently 
substituted for a jib when the latter sail has been damaged or blown away, and is also made to do 
duty for either the mainsail or foresail, which may have been rendered un:fi~ for use. The staysail 
may be used to take the place of either the mainsail or foresail in light weather, and occasionally 
the gaff topsail is substituted for a jib, or even for a flying-jib. 
REP AIRING OR IMPROVISING A RUDDER.-Since :fishing vessels are liable to lose their rudders 
at sea, it is highly important that some means should be devised for steering, in order that the 
vessel may reach port without assistance. "'\Iarious contrivances have been resorted to, among 
which we will name the following: 
(a) By taking an anchor-stock and lashing to one side of it successive tiers of the hawser or 
cable. Then the bight of a rope is attached to its lower end, and another farther up, at the upper 
part of the hawser. It is then put overboard and the upper end of the anchor-stock is brought into 
the rudder-port. The ends of the ropes attached to it are then taken forward and hauled taut on 
either side in such a manner that the improvised rudder is held in its proper place. The tiller is 
nex~lashed to the upper end of the tock, and this serves the purpose very well, and a vessel can 
usually be s~eered with it without much difficult.y. Sometimes plank or timber may be substitut~d 
for the haw er. In cases where an anchor-sto~k i not to be had a light spar, gaff, topmast, or 
even the jib-sheet traveler are taken instead. 
(b) Another method i to make a coil of haw er, which i securely la bed together in all its 
part . Thi i towed a tern, and the mov ment of the ve · el are controlled by tackles leading 
from itb r ·id of the ,t rn to the tanding part of the haw er, the direction of the vessel being 
cha d by hauling in ith 1· o or tlle other of the ~e. 
(c) k fill d with wat •r i om time ub 'tituted for a coil of cable, and may be made to 
h re. t ometim s happen that fl bing ve 'el, are cut down l>y another nearly 
dg , nd uni r pair d promptly, are liable to sink before reaching a place of 
a m n i · g n rally lowered over the siJ.e and fa tens over the aperture 
hich o r 1 · are fa ten d, if they are btainabl . If thi is well done the 
n ti ht n d o th t h m • r a ·h rt without a ·cident. 
VE EE T 1cr KED no .- Ith ugh n o t f onr fi bing e. el 
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have their ballast securecl in such a manner that it is not liable to give way, this can not be said 
of the Bankers engaged in'' salt fishing," which depend entirely upon their salt for their ballast. 
This salt is stowed in "pens," or "bins," built in the hold, and if they are not well built they are 
very liable to give way when the vessel takes a heavy lurch. This sometimes occurs in a gale, 
and when it does the vessel is generally "knocked down" in consequence, and thus placed in a 
very dangerous position. At such a time, when the vessel is lying nearly-on her beam-ends, the 
hold cannot be reached by the usual manner of going through the hatches, and the only thing to 
be done is to enter the bold through the bulkheads from either the forecastle or cabin. She is 
then "righted up" by shoveling the salt to windward. This plan is not always successful, since 
losses have occurred from this cause. B~fore it was customary to secure the ballast as it is now, 
it occasionally happened that a vessel was "knocked down," shifting her ballast into the lee side, 
as the Bankers shift their salt, rendering it necessary for the same efforts to be made in order to 
bring her again upri~ht. 
REPAIRS OF BO.A.Ts:-vessels en~aged in the Bank fishery, especially in the winter, are 
more liable than others to have their dories injured. It frequently becomes necessary that the 
:fishermen should -be able to repair them. Many of the men become adepts in this kiml of work, 
and there are quite a number_of instances recorded where, by exhibiting their skill and ingenuity 
in repairing boats almost ent~rely destroyed, they have succeeded in making a good voyage, which 
otherwise would have resulted in considerable loss to all concerned. 
This applies more particularly to our cod and halibut :fishermen, since the whalers are gener-
ally provided with professional boat-builders and carpenters, especially hired for the purpose of 
repairing boats that are damaged, and for constructing new ones. 
SEO IV--10 
F.-APPENDIX: OAPE COD FJSHERMEN IN 1862; AUTOBIOG-
RAPHY OF CAPT. N. E. ATWOOD. 
66. FREEMAN'S DESCRIPTION OF C~PE COD FISHERMEN. 
The following excellent sketch of the :fishermen of Cape Cod is from Freeman's History of 
Oape Cod, published in 1862. It will apply as well to the men of the present day. 
"Cape Cod has, not inappropriately, been called the 'Right Arm of Massachusetts.' Without 
reference to the topographical outline, the designation is merited, if regard be had to the employ-
ments, the nautical skill, the enterprising and hitherto morally upright character of its inhabit-
ants; and it is doubtless to these considerations that reference was primarily intended in the 
figure employed. The glory of the Cape, we unhesitatingly assert, without the possibilit.y of 
contradiction, has been the character of the men who settled here· and, through successive gener-
ations, their numerous descendants. We make this declaration ingenuously, unawed by the fear 
of an accusation of self-laudation or egotism; for we speak of the community as a whole, not 
gnoring the few anomalies that might possibly be found, as among all people, to constitute the 
exceptions that prove the general rule; nor claiming for history the unfinished career of genera- . 
tions now on the stage of action. 
"The almost entire population of the Cape has been made up of those who were descendants 
from the Puritans, perpetuating their names and their virtues; and the races here are gAnerally 
more purely English than in any other part of our land. The Cape has, at all times, furnished its 
full proportion of enterprise, talent, genius, learning; and the merit of her sons lias been acknow1-
dged in all lands. The moral sense and general intelligence of the people, from the time of the 
earliest settlements, compare favorably with the inhabitants of any age, clime, or country. 
"A large proportion of the male inhabitants ofthe Cape are, as is well known, early addicted 
to the seas. This is a neces ary incident of their locality. As seamen their aim, generally, is to 
command; and perhaps no one portion of the globe, of simila,r extent, has furnished so many able 
commanders of hips. A vague impre ion, we are aware, has long possessed a portion of the 
public mind, that a seafaring life i not promotive of virtue; put, that the seamen of Cape Cod are 
a remarkably exempt from the vice and frailties of humanity as any class of people whatever, 
challenge denial; and the appr hen ion to which we have adverted has, whether just or merely 
imaginary, no upport from what i ob ervable here. Our seamen-are generally, as before inti-
mated, very oon commander of hip', rather than ordinary sailors; and uch as have not arrived 
at th di tinction are, for th mo t part, employed in ves els under tho e commanders or engaged 
in th fi ·h rie . Th ir vi it to all land. and their intercour e with the wide world give them 
Jar that t nd to the formation of · liberal, manly, noble character. Even in their :fishing 
th Y ar , a it w r , at home mong their relative and their early a ociates; and when 
t he l· n u d r their wn roofs- hatever privations they may have u:ffered in 
of n tional alamities, involving mbargoe and war -their dwellings 
f . cl xhi it th m r f h altby thrift and enjoyment beyond 
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the allotment to _other sections of our country, so far as relates to the general and equable distri-
bution of the bounties of a good Providence. 
"The :fishing voyages, it is admitted, are not always conducted without auxiliaries from abroad. 
For many years there has been a disposition on the part of persons from the interior to place 
themselves on board these vessels, to participate in the toils and advantages of these excursions. 
But, after all, the home hands are the majority. Moreover, those from abroad who seek a p\ace on 
board our fishing vessels are in many instances agriculturists, mechanics, sometimes tradesmen, 
and clergymen, whose health has required that they try the salubrious air and salutary exercise of 
the voyage for the restoration of wholesome and vigorous action of the s~·stem-an experiment -
that seldom fails. 
"The sweeping remark of Talle;yrand, that' all the qualities, all the virtues, which are attached 
to agriculture, are wanting in the man who lives by fishing,' has been readily seized by many 
minds of superficial observation, as if 'A geµi oraculous on Aaron's breast, or tongue of seers of 
old infallible'; but let it be borne in mind that those engaged in fisheries from the Cape are many 
of them agriculturists. This community is very far from being made up of mere :fishermen.· 
.Unlike the ancient Tyrus, when in fulfillment of its ruin foretold it became 'the destroyed in the 
midst of the sea, like the top of a rock, a place for the fishers to dry their nets on,' the Cape 
embraces an extent of territory without an overcrowded population, sufficiently productive yet, if 
not to save from famine the two old colonies of Plymouth and Massachusetts, to remunerate the 
homely toils of a few practical hu_sbandmen. Indeed, very few persons in the county are exclusively 
::fishermen; nor are the circumstances under which the ::fisheries are proRecuted such as to stigma- • 
tize any class. Admit that under certain circumstances the exclusive vocation of ::fishing is not most 
favorable to mental development, the remark would not be applicable at all to the _larger class 
engaged upon the seas and in other ,employment8, nor to the many occupied in various pursuits. 
Besides, the constant emigration induced by that characteristic enterprise which leads so many to 
seek wider fields of action, and which bas been populating every part of our country ever since 
the first settlement of the Cape, -leaves ample room, so that none are debarred for want of space 
of the opportunity of associating with other chosen pursuits that of agriculture, horticulture, or 
kindred avocations. We readily concede, however, that there is nothing_ necessarily ennobling in 
,ere fishing; indeed, we are constrained to acknowledge that there is always discemable a marked 
difference just in proportion to the degree in wp.ich certain ::fisheries engross the time of individuals 
to the exclusion of a larger acquaintanc~ with the world and the neglect of books. Yet, this differ-
ence is not more apparent than in the influence of continual application to other callings everywhere. 
Lumbering, rafting, boating on canals, &c., are attended with similar results. When the Cape 
sh~ll have become a community of ::fishermen alone, we shall have better opportunity of testing the 
axiom of Talleyrand. The Cape Cod man loves bis native home. Wherever be may be, whether 
in foreign climes, or buffeting the winds and plowing the waves of the billowy deep; whether 
a merchant prince in some one of our large cities, or located on the fertile lands of some new terri-
tory; whether north, or south, or east, or near the declining sun, his thoughts ever turn to his place 
of nativity with fond d~lig-ht and peculiar yearning; ~nd he is proud to hail from this garden-spot 
of creation-for such, to him, in an important sense, it appears, whatever impressions others may 
have conceived of its sterility and stereotyped dullness. 
"Of this parvenu aristocracy of some parts of our country at the present day, the Cape makes 
no boast. It is plebeian, though it has wealth, and that wealth liberally distributed. What is else-
where often mere show and empty ostentation, is here, generally, substantial reality. A man's brains 
ar~ not regarded as lodged in his purse; nor his character and claims as depending on the super-
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·iliou devotion of inister and false-hearted hangers-on., nor yet his principles a thing to be deter-
min d by the fortuitous chances and mutations of events. Refinement exists, without its sicken-
ing affect tions and di eased sensibilities; and intelligence, without attempt at the display of the 
transcendental, unreal, or impracticable. Common sense-we use the term in its good old import-
ha not o far become obsolete that it is is no longer destined to dwell among the denizens of the 
Cape, a fixed trait. Do we utter extravagances? Does our delineation of the character of the mass 
of the people seem to partake of .a vain boast! Let the verdict of the whole world in regard to the 
ons and daughters of Cape Cod be the decision of the issue. 
"The diffusion of education among all classes is proverbial. One native-born who cannot read 
and write as soon as seven years of age, would here be regarded as a phenomenon. And here we 
are forcibly reminded of that peculiar trait in the _early settlers of the colony forever worthy of 
commemoration-their appreciation of the general blessing of early education, and their untiring 
efforts to secure it for posterity. The education of all was regarded by them as of primary impor-
tance to the weU-being of the rising generations, the best good of the state, and the greatest hap-
piness of the human race; a,nd to the furtherance of this end their best energies were directed; It 
was truly fortunate for New England that so large a proportion of its first settlers were people of 
intelligence and education; and it may well be a subject of devout gratitude to God at the present 
day, as it is of admiration, that in circumstances so unpropitious to the support of schools, the 
settlers just beginning to plant themselves in· a wildernes$ in the midst of many privations; 
obliged to fell the forests and erect for their protection against the rigors of the climate such hab-
• itations as they might; compelled to cultivate the ]ands for their daily subsistence, and oft to de-
fend themselves against apprehended dangers from the aboriginal race-should, with so slender 
means, have given so much thought to the subject of education, and especially that their thoughts 
should have been so directed to the education of the masses. It was not enough that they made it 
a religious duty to instruct their offspring in the family, to enable them to read the Bible; they 
must have other and greater facilities-an educated ministry, educated officers of state, and 
teachers thoroughly educated ; and we hazard nothing in saying sacrifices were endYred and pains 
taken to accomplish the noble end which are a monument of distinction to the praise of our fore-
fathers, enduring as eternity. 
"Never has there been a time in the history of this or any other country when ministers of the 
gospel were generally-perhaps without exception-better qualified by education and sound learn- · 
ing to give impulse to such a movement, and neve~ were a set of men more influential than the 
early settlers ; nor was it the ministry alone. However much deference was paid to that class of 
men, the laity, which embraced very many highly educated and a full proportion besides of those 
who had a large share of (that to which we have already adverted, too generally at the present 
day mo t uncommon kind of sen e, called by a singular misnomer) common sense, had minds of 
large views and well disciplined, nor did they fail to employ their efforts-happily in concert with 
their religion teachers-in effecting what they conceived to lie at the foundation of good morals, 
good government, and the public weal. 
" rivat schools were, indeed, necessarily the first resort; but the subject of public schools 
wa , gitat from the very first. In 1663 the colony court ' proposed to the several townships 
jnri die · on, a a thing which ought to :i>e taken into serious consideration, that some 
t very to that th re be a choolma ter set up to train children to reading and 
an in 1 7 that whi h ma b r garded a the very germ of our present truly noble 
t m of fr 1 w enacted: law freely granting 'all such profit as 
n lJy t ol ' fr ft bing with net or eine at Cape Cod fol' 
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mackerel, bass, or herring, to be improved for and towards a free school in some town in this 
jurisdiction, for the training up of youth in literature for the good and benefit of posterity.' That 
school was established at Plymouth, the seat of government, and wa~ supported six years by the 
Cape Cod fisheries; when, i_n 1687, it 'was ordered,' by the general court, 'that in whatever 
township in this government, consisting of fifty families or upwards, a meet person may be 
obtained to teach a grammar school; and that such township shall allow at least £12 to be raised 
by a rate on all the inhabitants of said town; and that those who have the more immediate benefit 
thereof, with what others -shall voluntarily give, shall make up the residue necessary to maintain 
the same; and that the profits arising from the Cape fisheries, heretofore ordered to maintain a 
grammar school in the colony, shall be distributed to such towns as have such grammar schools, 
not exceeding £5 per annum to any one town, unless the court treasurer or others appointed to 
manage that affair shall see good cause to add thereunto; and further, that every such town as 
consists of seventy families and upwards, and has not a grammar school therein, shall allow and 
pay to the next town that has a grammar school the sum of £5, to be levied on the inhabitants 
by rate, and gathered by constables of such towns by warrant from any magistrate of this juris-
diction.' This law was in force until. the union with the Massachusetts colony, or until about 
that time. The fisheries were then made free to all persons, a":d other provisions for schools were 
made. " 
" The attention of 'the community has ever thus been carefully directed to the cause of educa-
tion. The poor and the rich have enjoyed the means of good education. Hence there are few in 
New England ( and, as we have suggested, it would be difficult to find at the present day any adult 
born on the Cape) who cannot at least read and write, with, in addition, a competent knowledge of 
figures; whilst generally the opportunity has been afforded to secure that full amount of education 
requisite to qualify for successful business. In later years, the Cape has kept pace with the educa-
tional improvements of the age, and may point to many of its distinguished sons and accomplished 
daughters as proof that it hail never been greatly derelict in this duty. 
"The inhabitants of the Cape are a religious people. The entire freedom of religious opinion 
claimed by them has led to a diversity of denomination, in almost evel'y village as well as town, 
places of public worship being reared by differing sects. But it is here disreputable to have no 
religious belief, and there are sc~rcely any to be found who do not give their support to some one 
mode of religio_us worship and form of faith. 
''We may add that health, that · greatest of all mere earthly blessings, here waves her wand 
·and crowns the votaries of frugality, industry, temperance, and virtue.• 
56. AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF CAPT. NATHANIEL E. ATWOOD, OF PROVINCETOWN, MASS. 
The following sketch of the life of the veteran fisherman of Cape Cod is given in his own words 
as told to members of the United States Fish Commission in the summer of 1879. It reviews the 
life of a man who began fi&hing in 1816, at the age of nine years, and continued in active service 
in many branches of the fisheries until 1866, when he became a fish-curer on shore. He said: 
My memory is pretty good, and I know in what way I have spent my life. I remember all 
about my early voyages. I have looked over my notes, going back for several years, so that I know 
their dates precisely. I know every vessel I have been in and all their voyages from the beginning 
until the time I quit in 1866, thirteen years ago. 
I was born in Provincetown on the 13th of September, 1807. The first that I had anything 
* Freeman's Hist. of Qape Cod, Boston, 1862, Vol. I, pp. 7 41-7 49. 
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to do with the fi b ri wa when I was nine years old. My father quit going to sea, and the next 
a n be wa g ing to take me in the boat with him. That fall he, with some others, got a catch 
of 250 barr 1 of e, -h rring, and he called me out. He got me in the night to go with him in a 
boat. I r m mber it very well, although it was a great while ago, because the boat was nearly 
full of h rring, and I undertook to row, and made a poor piece of work of it. I remember the 
herring quiddling around my legs. That is the first I had to do with fishing. 
The next spring I went, with one other boy, with my father in a boat cod-fishing. We went 
to Race Point, and used, as the sailors say, to carry our "grub" out with us. Before Saturday 
night we bad to come in and get a recruit. We used a lap-strake boat a little smaller than a whale-
boat. The whale-boat rows with five oars, and these had four oars, and we used to call them five-
handed boats. There were six-strake boats and seven-strake boats. They were 18 feet keel, and 
I should think about 5 feet beam, with four thwarts. We sometimes used a small sail, which we 
made of 9 yards of top-gallant duck, ! wide. The mast was about 12 feet long. 
We landed at the Race and hauled the boats up. We had little fish-huts there. My father built 
his hut there, which was 6 feet by 8. He was 6 feet tall, and had a berth across the end, and 
could touch his head at one end and his feet at the other. The hut had a wooden chimney. We 
took such provisions as we could. Some fared better than others. We were pretty poor. I came 
from poverty and obscurity. I suppose we were there about two months fishing for codfish. Dur-
ing the season a man and a boy, a youngster like, would probably average about 25 quintals to a 
bo~t. That is a fair average for the two months that we stopped there. 
After this we came off here and set mackerel nets in the harbor, beginning about the 20th of 
May to catch mackerel for sale fresh. These were sent to Boston market. After the mackerel 
season was over there was little doing here in the summer, through July and August, but about 
the middle of September the dogfish struck in on their way south. The dogfish were here in the 
spring, as tbey passed by the Cape going north, but we didn't get many of them. We followed 
:fi bing for dogfish two months, from about the middle of September till the middle of November. 
That was the best fishing of the season, as dogfish oil was worth about $10 a barrel. A man and 
a boy would get some 15 barrels in tbat time. They were mostly females when they came in, but 
t11e last school in November were about all males. The males generally had better livers than the 
females. 
When winter came they dropped me, as I was too small to go winter fishing. Two men went 
together in a boat cod-fi bing. We didn't barn any haddock at that time. Io 25 quintals of fish 
we di<ln't get more than 1 quintal of scale :fi b (ha<l<lock, bake, and pollock). The codfish were sold 
by the hunure<l pound', from 50 cent to $1 per hundred, while the haddock were always coun1ed. 
One boat would baT"e two haddock and auother three, an<l perhaps two or three boats would have 
none. Haddock, w ip:hing four, .the, or ix pound , would sell for 15 or 20 cents. For many years 
haddocl· w re altogether lligb r than cod.ti h, owing to their scarcity. This was in 1817. The busi-
ne on the wbol during the wiut r b lped them out considerably, becau e there was nothing else 
to do here. Tb y u d clam in the wint r altogether for bait. Most of them we dug in the 
vicinity, at II u e Point. b ut the fir t of March the wint r scll.ool of fish was over, February 
b in the b t month. 'Ib n , ry little wa don in cod-fl hing until herring ma<le their appear-
wliicll cam in g n rally about th fir t of' pril, aud wll n they caught this fresh bait, for 
r tbr day tb y w 1 J r tt w 11. u e to catch , ome few with clams in J\larch. 
w I baT" t 1<1 :r u al t what w cli<l tl1 . fir t year, and that i tlrn character of tlrn fi ·hing 
that w foll wed right ·traight along, alth ugh ome who were able to build pollock seines were 
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engaged in fishing pollock. They caught them out at the Race in the month of May, but we had 
no such thing as a seine. We fished every year just about the same from one year to another. 
In 1818 I was eleven years old. In November of that year we moved to Long Point and fished 
from the shore there. Nobody lived there then. I went to school a little while when I was over 
here, but not much. I was in the fishing boat most of the time excepting a short peri~d in the 
winter. 
In 1819 we carried on the fishery as in the two preceding years. Up to this time I had staicl 
ashore, although I now felt anxious to go to sea, but my father thought I could do better to go with 
him in the boat and help him. I said I wanted to go to sea, but he would not go to ship me, but 
said I could go if I wanted to. There was then a vessel fitting out for Labrador, the Dexter, 
Joseph Sawtell, master, and he wanted a cook. Father said I might go over and ship with him. 
I asked $40 for the run-that is, for the voyage. I finally traded with him for $37.50 to go to the 
coast of Labrador as cook. 
We sailed from Provincetown on the 6th of June. All but two of the crew belonged there. 
There is one man of them still living. The rest are dead. We went to the coast of Labrador, but, as 
it happened, we were unfortunate in getting codfish. Our men were not the best of fishermen, so 
that we got a very small share. We carried, I think, 160 hogsheads of salt, and we brought back 
about 30 hogsheads, and were so much short on the fare. I don't know now how far we went 
north. We went to what was familiarly known to us as Grosswater Bay. It is not down on the 
chart. On my return home I found that I had made more than any man on the voyage. Our 
mode of fishing then was to let the vessel lie in the harbor and send the boats out. We at that 
time had no vessel on the Grand Bank, and but two or thre_e small vessels went to the Gulf of 
Saint Lawrence fishing for mackerel. .All our fisheries were at Labrador at that time. We 
·carried four boats. We used one boat to get capelin for bait. When fish were plenty during the 
capelin school the bait boat would seldom go fishing. The fishing boats were baited out of _her. 
We had one of the crew to throat, one to head, one to split, and a salter in the hold of the vessel, 
salting the fish as they came down. On our arrival on the coast of Labrador few codfish were to 
be caught until the ca pelin schools came in, and then the cod came in with the capelin schools. The 
capelin school lasted about three weeks. If you bad some salt when the capelin school was over 
you might get some herring for bait and fish with·them. But we picked up fish very slowly after the 
capelin went away. When the capelin came on the coast the first that arrived were males. You 
can tell the male from the female by ·external signs, so as to distinguish the sexes perfectly well. 
When the males had been on the coast about a week, then came a mixture of females. They look 
very much like a smelt, and are soft and full of spawn. We did not use them for food. On an 
average about one-tenth of the capelin were females. When they had deposited their spawn the 
males deposited their milt and made the who]e water white. Then the females went off. Soon 
after the fishing slacked off, and we used to say they were capelin sick. 
On my return from that voyage, having been absent sixteen weeks and two days, I went to 
Long Point and was very glad to see another house being erected close by my father's, so that we 
had two families there in the following winter. In the winter I went in the fishing boat, as I 
was then old enough to stand the winter. The voyage of the Dexter was in the summer of 1820. 
After fishing through the autumn and winter and in the shore fisheries the next spring, I shipped 
for another Labrador voyage. My father shipped me on the schooner Favorite, Captain Paine. 
We had ten shares in all, and I had three-fifths of a share. I thought as I was thirteen years olcl 
1 would not like to go again _as cook, and I shipped as a hand before the mast. One of the prin-
cipal men had a brother about my age, and he was not willing that his brother should cook more 
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than half the time and wanted to make me cook half the time. I objected, but what was the use f 
I finally bad to ubmit to it. We went early that spring, about the 10th of :May, to the coast of 
:r w~ uudland. e fi bed with clams on the north side, being ahead of the capelin school, in the 
Strait f D 11 I le and at Bonne Bay. When it came time to go north to meet the capelin school 
we left th Newfoun<lland fi bing and went to Grosswater again, and fished in Indian Harbor on 
the outh i<le of Gro water Ilay. We then fished until we consumed our salt, with the exception 
of a few bog b ad . We got a good fare of fish, about 1,200 quintals. Then we came down into 
the Straits of Bel1e I le and went to a place called Pinwire, and there we wasbed our fish out and 
took them a bore on the rocks to dry. We brought them home green the year before. We had 
to turn an<l dry them on both sides, because we coulcln't dry them underneath. I think we staid 
there about four weeks. We then took our fish in and started for home. On our arrival home the 
:fl b were not dry enough for market, and we went to Gloucester and took our fish out and dried 
them o,er again, and then went to Boston for a market. My _share amounted to $83.00. · I then 
came borne iu October an<l engaged in the shore fishery and winter fishery, as in J'.'ears before. 
In 1820 we :fitted out the first whaling vessels from Provincetown. _ There were :five that went 
to the Azored and about that region for sperm whales. In 1821 we had twelve vessels from Prov-
incetown in . the sperm-whale fishery. My father went as ship-keeper on one of the whalers, and 
he made a pretty good voyage, so that be felt richer than ever before. In 1822 we titted out 
eighteen vessels, and I shipped in the brig Laurel, Cook, master. In the two years previous the 
whalers, on an average, did considerably better than the cod :fishermen, and that was the reason 
why the whalers increased so fast. We sailed on the 3d day of April from this port, and went 
south we tout across tlie Gulf Stream. On the morning of the sixth day from home one man cried 
out, ' 4 Towno I'' They now say, "There she blows," when they see a whale. I was below asleep, 
aud the uoise on deck woke me. We lowered a boat and went out. There were three or four or 
half a dozen whales together, but :finally they tricked us and got away and we went back to get 
our breakfa, t. We saw in the evening a bunch of whales to the leeward, and we got out and 
-struck a small one and held on to her a short time, but she became loose. I saw, however, that 
she was spouting blood and they didn't throw the harpoon again, but went to work lancing the 
whales, an<l we Roon had seven spouting blood, and gaYe them their death wounds very soon. It 
soon b gan to look qually, with heavy clouds in the west. The first whale died and the rest 
mov <l lowly to the windward, but it blew so heavy that we went back and took the first one. 
aboard and cut her in. It made but twelve barrels of oil. This was south of the Gulf Stream. I 
coul<l not ay ju t what latitu<le and longitude it was in, but I think we may have been one-third 
the way to the Azore . e then run down, without seeing anything more, hunting around until 
we mc1<le tho i 1 of Corvo; and on the following day we went over to the western side of the island 
of T re ira. We crui.· d up and down the shore day in and day out. We saw whales once, but 
tb y wer going very fa t. We cba ed them until night, but lo t them. That was the second 
time e aw ·p rm whale . Afterwards, in cruising off to the east side of Terceira., the wind 
cam on t blow h a,y from the northwest, and we went through the south side and anchored 
b •tw n rt an re and ort Angra. I think there were a clozen out of the eighteen of our fleet 
an ·lior d th r . Tb re wa a ortu!!U e boat came down from Angra ju t to get a list of the 
ill of b 1th. 11 had a bill of h alth. Ile boarded the chooner Nero, Captain 
Ii11 r f Pr nn town, and wh n b came to call the crew up to xamine them one man was below 
i ·k in hi ~rth. y · ill t k up t ngra;" but the captain didn't like that. 
inally h h ·itat m n<l up first and get orders." He went off, I 
APPENDIX. 153 
think, two or three miles, and when he got half way up there Captain Miller up with the sails and 
went off. The boat didn't come back. 
The next day the wind moderated, and we all went out, but didn't get to the whaling ground 
until just at night. The next morning there was the Nero, with a great big whale alongside, and 
r 
they were cutting her in. We soon struck on_e. The whale made good play (as the whalemen 
say), and we soon killed her and took her alongside. She made 28 barrels. That is what I 
call a small take. We then cruised there some time longer, and our next move was to go no,rth, 
passing the island of Corvo and Flores, about latitude 42. There we cruised six weeks. When 
we had been out a week or ten days it was very windy one morning, from the south west, and we 
discovered a whale coming up close to us. The captain said, " The wind is blowing so that we will 
not lower down, but run her down." We reefed the sails and soon the whale went down. We 
looked around another hour, but didn't see her at ·an. At the end of that time we discovered a 
whale as much as five or six miles to the north of us, and we stretched on towards it, the wind 
increasing all the time. Before we got to him he went down. He spouted some forty times in forty 
minutes, and then went down and staid as long as that. When we got to about where we thought 
he went down we luffed to. Pretty soon he came up. We lowered the boats and got quite near 
him, bu.t he moved off faster than we could. That was all we ever got near to in all the six weeks. 
Then we went in to recruit, to get potatoes, onions, and other fresh vegetables. In the morning 
the wind was from the northwest, with a light, moderate breeze. We discovered a whale a long 
distance ahead. We got our breakfast as the vessel was heading along that way. We saw the 
whale when it went down, and we lowered our boats and rowed out to about where we thought 
the whale disappeared. The captain said we better stop rowing, and we stopped. Pretty soon the 
whale came up close to the mate's boat, and he pulled on and fastened to it. It was a monstrous 
great whale. At that time we used what we called ·" drogues." We took pieces of thick board about 
15 inches square, the boards crossing each other, with a square hole through them. Then we had 
a piece of hard wood with a shoulder to- it, and had a rope strapped to it, so that when we threw 
the harpoon into the whale, having a warp 6 or 8 fathoms long, if t~e whale took to running she 
would have this drogue to tow through the water. We worked on that whale for an hour and a half 
and it never went down. At the end of the hour and a half we had got in six drogue irons. Th~ 
whale ran on the top of the water very swiftly. We could not get near enough to the whale so that 
we could hurt it at all. We lanced it above the hump or behind the abdominal cavity. By and by 
the whale went down and took about 400 fathoms of line. We carried 220 fathoms in each boat 
and we had put the two together. I think we had 40 fathoms left. At this time the whale was 
a good ways off. Whenever we attempted to approach him he would start. He went down six or 
seven times, and the last time the warp parted and he carried everything with him, and we never 
saw him again till he was miles and miles away. If we had not put in the drogue irons we might 
have held him up alongside and killed him. The next day we landed at Pico to get some grapes 
and figs. All the whales we got made about forty barrels of oil. That was all we saw ap the 
Azores. 
The captain then conceived the idea of stopping out over winter. As · the other vessels were 
coming home, one spared us a little bread, another a little meat, and so we recruited out of the 
other vessels. We left the Azores early in September and went to the Cape de Verde Islands. 
When we arrived there we had pretty good reports. We went down to the Isle of Sal, which is a 
salt island. There was no very good anchorage there on account of there being some sharp rocks 
at the bottom, and we had hemp cables. During the winter while staying here we got our cables 
chafed off several times. We remained here until the 10th of February. The wind was blowing 
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mo t of the time, the regular northwest trades. It finally blew so strong that we couldn't hold, 
ucl w ent iuto fadeira Bay and lay there two or three days at a time in the heavy wind. When · 
th wi d ul> id d we w nt out and worked off the wind ward of the islands. We went out, I think, 
me time in D cember, and got off to the windward of the Isle of Sal, and one Sunday morning 
we were urrounded with whales. We were not in the habit of whaling Sunday. Some of the 
er w were anxiou to go out and some opposed it. Suffice to say the captain was opposed to 
whaling Sunday and didn't go. But some of them swore a good deal that night. The captain 
aid we were going to have a good spell of weather, and there were so many whales we could get 
a good many. 
The next morning we had splendid weather, but we never saw a whale all day. Then, Tues-
day morning we were surrounded by whales .• We were only a few miles to the northward of the 
Isle of Sal. There was the biggest i:;chool I ever saw. We lowered the boat early in the morning 
and went out and fastened to a whale. We soon killed it and took it alongside and went to cutting 
it in. The captain then thought if more wh~les came along we would try to get another that 
day. The one we took made 28 barrels. He sent me aloft to look out. I was then a boy four-
teen years old. It was the fall before I was fifteen. I kept looking, and discovered, away to the 
northward, whale spouts. I sung out, "Townof" The captain wanted to know where, and I told 
him off the weather bow. He came up and saw them. He said, "Let me know ,when they go 
down." I told him, and he saw what o'clock it was, and by and by he said, "Keep a sharp look-
out." Pretty soon I saw them coming up, about half a mile away, and coming towards the vessel-
right at it. We then rowed out, and we had not been out more than five minutes when up 
came one, close to us. We let the boat run, keeping close to them. There were about a dozen of 
them. Just before we got to them one of them dropped his tail down and brought his head up ten 
feet high and hung there. Our boat-steerer wanted to go ahead. He was a young man, and the 
captain said he expected to head the boat himself. But the young man said he wanted to go in 
the head and to strike the whale. He did so, and we shot up alongside of the whale and threw 
the first harpoon. We have two; one called the preventer iron. He threw both of his harpoons, 
and thought the first one went into the whale some, but the second he knew didn't go in. The 
whale went off about a hundred yards, and out came his harpoon, and away went the whales, and 
that was the last of them. The next day the wind began to breeze up. We were to the windward 
of the i \ands when I discovered a bunch of whales to the east of us. I gave the alarm and we 
stood towards them. We soon found there was quite a number of them. We got where they were 
and went out and fa tened to one of them, a fifty-barrel whale. She made pretty good play, and I 
don't remember whether they drogned her or not. I think they didn't put any ~rogue irons into 
ber;-but we lanced her, and pretty soon he began to spout blood. I was in the mate's boat. We 
didn't have a full crew. The captain said to the mate, "You better go aboard and unbend the 
cable from the anchor and h ve it ready to put around this whale's flukes." We set about to go 
ab ard, and he went down as plump as he could. We bent on our warp after she went down 
and had taken as much rope a she wanted. When she came up she didn't spout any blood at all. 
e et out to go up nd lance her, and a quick a we tried to do it sbe turned her head at us. 
\Ye coulun't g t . ny 1 nee into that. The blubber i composed of what i called white-horse. 
h n we g t e r her ·h woul tum her h ad around, throw her jaw out, and come up at the 
b at. e wa h 1 her nd tri to g t a ·bance at her. Then they threw a drogue iron right 
in t, ·h n h g v cha e to u with her mouth open. We backed away, and didn't 
kn houl Th n he turn d right around, and I tell you she made the 
plint 1 fl·. 'h b a f t b rp n in h r. We had a mall ail, and ju t 
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after dark we got aboard of the vessel and went into the harbor. There we lay about three days. 
The next good spell of . weather we went out again. We beat to the northward, when we saw 
something black stretched along out there. We went to it and found it was this wha.le. She had 
been <lead four days, and had swelled up so much that she was as high as the brig's rail. We 
made fast to her and secured her. We ran down by the bend of the island, and before morning 
we were at anchor in smooth water. The captain said," If we cut this whale, as soon as we cut 
into the case the oil will run out. The only way we can do is to scuttle the head on the broad 
side and then get in there and dip it out." ·We did so, and bailed out ten barrels of liquid oil. It 
was limpid and clear. Then we undertook to get off the blubber. This was a very fat whale, and 
when we hooked on to hoist up the blubber the oil would come down faster than any rain-storm I 
ever saw. We blocked up the scuppers as well as we could and dipped two or three barrels off the 
deck. .After stripping it, we let the carcass go. We staid until the 10th of February. We then 
ran down to Buena Vista. Then we went to Brava, southwest of the Cape de Verde Islands, and 
then bore off to the West Indies and went to Martinique. There we found a brig that belonged 
to New Bedford, Captain Phillips. He was captain when there was no wbale in sight, but Captain 
Warren was captain when there were whales. When we got to Martinique we saw some whales. 
We lowered a boat and went out and struck a whale-a humpback-and finally killed it and to(?k 
it alongside the vessel and cut her in. .After we had cut up the whale we went and anchored in 
one of the coves between Saint Pierre and Port Royal, and there we lay and tried it out. That 
whale gave u_s five barrels apiece. Then we started for home. On our voyage we had fair weather 
and were twenty days from Martinique to Provincetown, arriving on the.27th day of March. We 
sailed the 3d of .April the year before. My share was $20. I wanted to go whaling again, but 
father said, "You can't afford to go," arid that wound up my whaling. 
'l'he whftlers ail broke down here then. There was one, Captain Soper, master of the .Ardent, 
who went the next year and coming home he was capsized in a hurricane and four of the crew were 
washed off. The remainder staid on the brig, and five, after remainiug on the wreck twenty-six 
days, were taken off alive and carried to England. The mate died, but Captain_ Sop_er and three 
men got home. .All have since died except one, who is in Fernandina, Fla. 
Then I had to go to sea somewhere, and I shipped in the schooner Favorite again, but not with 
the same captain. They generally hire as cheap as they can. Sometimes the parties who hire 
crews give them their boots. I got $12 a month and one boot. She was a schooner of 80 tons, 
Reuben Ryder, master. I think we carried 160 hogsheads of salt, and that multiplied by eight 
will give the bushels. We sailed from home about the middle of May. We proceeded first to the 
northern coast of Newfoundland and made a stop at the Bay of Islands, where we commenced 
fishing with clam bait. We carried the clams with us. You see it was ahead of the capelin school . 
.After fishing a week or ten days we then proceeded northward and arrived at Indian Harbor, the 
other side of Grosswater Bay. Soon after we arrived, the capelin came upon the coast, and we 
wet uearly_ all our salt during the capelin school, which lasted some three weeks. Having some 
salt left we proceeded homeward, stopping at the Straits of Belle Isle at a place called Henley's 
Islands. The capelin were gone and we were compelled to :fish with sand-eels or lants (.A.mmodytes). 
There we finished all our salt but a few bushels, left the coast, and proceeded on our voyage home-
ward. We arrived home about the 20tl.t of September from the voyage, and the fish were brought 
borne in a green state. That ended my voyage. I had earned my $12 a month and a boot, and 
got my discharge. Then I commenced in the shore fisheries, fishing for dogfish and mackerel in 
the fall and in the winter fi.ishing for cod. That completed 1823. 
After fishing through the winter and spring I shipped again to go another new voyage in the 
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h on r In pend nc , of Boston, Capt. Lewis L. Smith. The crew consisted of Lewis L. Smith, 
11 a t r; Da i I mith, father to the captain, and Lewis and Daniel Smith were his sons. The 
, ok a D ni 1, and that was his grandfather's name, and he was on board. Then there were 
Atkin Smith, the captain's brother, and Job Hill, the captain's brother-in-law. Then there were 
mbro Hill, Job' on, and I. We sailed for the Gulf of Saint Lawrence on the 27th of April. 
That wa too early to get into the Gulf for ice. We :first harbored in Barrington, near Cape Sable. 
Th n we made a move eastward and harbored in Liscomb's Harbor. The next move we got to 
Can o where we remained several days. The northern part of the straits was :filled with ice. 
' fter some days of southerly wind, the ice drifted northward and we made another move along, 
harboring again at Port Hood, where we were detained a few days. We were bound for the Mag-
dalen Islands. We got about half-way, and had to come back on account of the ice. After a 
few days the ice cleared so that we reached the Magdalen Islands and went into harbor. The 
vessel went out into the gulf and brought their :fish to shore as soon as they got part of a fare, 
and they were cured by a Frenchman living on the islaud, who received 10 per cent. for curing them. 
We didn't :fish any to speak of at Magdalen Islands, but we went over to Bank Bradley :fishing, 
also to North Cape, Prince Eq ward Island. We didn't get more than two-thirds of a cargo of fish, 
and when it came time to come home we left the Gulf, notwithstanding some 40 hogsheads of salt 
were not consumed. After taking the :fish on board at Magdalen Islands the schooner sailed and 
arrived home in the latter part of September. When I left the vessel I engaged in the shore 
fisheries through the autumn, winter, and following spring. This completes 1824. 
The next spring I sh~pped in the schooner President, Ebenezer Atkins master. That schooner 
was 84 tons, and carried 160 hogsheads of salt. During both of these voyages we :fished wholly 
with mackerel bait, and we could catch as many as we wanted. The mackerel we~e caught with jigs, 
there being enough offal thrown over from the decks to keep them on the surface. We nearly 
always took the spawn of codfish and used it for mackerel toll-bait to keep them at the surface. 
We fished mostly on Bank Bradley, off North Cape, Prince Edward Island, and along the west 
bore from Escuminac Point to Point Miscou. We finished our salt and then commenced our 
homeward passage, arriving home the latter part of September. When we were on the way home 
I wa looking out to see the barren and sterile sands of Cape Cod come into view. After arriving 
in Provincetown the :fish were washed out by the crew and delivered to the owner for preparing for 
market. I engage<! in the shore :fishery until the fish were ready for market, when I again joined 
the ve sel. After taking in the :fish, we went to Boston for market. The cod-fishermen then went 
up and tied along ide the Long Wharf. The dock came up to the Faneuil Hall building. Where 
the Quincy Market building now stands, there was water when I first went to Boston. When 
I wa on the Independence the vessel's jib-boom extended up to North street (Ann street it 
wa called then). Our ve sels went up there and hauled up to Long Wharf to wait for a 
buyer. Th y kept coming, one after another, until there was quite an accumulation of vessels 
there. The meat they ate wa chiefly sheep, and they would buy them for 12¼ cents, but they 
u d to gener lly give about 25 cent . There was at that time con iderable work for the crews in 
nnloauing v el while the w re waiting for a purchaser to buy their :fish. We sold the :fish for 
2 qnintal. I made 15 . 
wa ngag din t £ llowing year, during the spring, in fishing for codfish at Race Point. 
h int r the fi bing in Cape Cod Bay. shipped then in a new chooner belonging to 
Bil t th t. • r man A. Bak •r, ma ter. he wa a ve el of 55 tons and was 
engag~d i the ma ker 1 fi hery on the New England coa t from Cape 
n th t v ge the ve . I c m ov r irom Wellfleet and took m aboard, 
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also my brother and another boy, and sailed the 29th day of June, 1826. On the first day out, 
about sunset, we discovered a school of mackerel. We luffed to, threw bait, and called.the school 
alongside, and got some 5 or 6 barrels._ That is the first fishing that ever I made jigging. From 
this we proceeded to Cashe's Ledge and in some two or three weeks we got 150 barrels of mack-
erel; after which the mackerel ceased biting, and there was ten days passed, and we never got 
but two barrels of mackerel cruising from Cash e's Ledge to Mount Desert; after which we fell in 
with mackerel off Mount Desert and soon completed our cargo. We then proceeded for Boston. 
We arrived in Boston the 2d day of August. We were · gone just five weeks. We carried -
altogether butts, that is, molasses hogsheads, and~ vessel of any great size would have four tiers 
of hogsheads. We took those barrels on deck to strike the mackerel in, to dress them in, and to 
soak them in. We only carried twenty butts, and the remaining fish were salted and barreled 
just as they do now. We arrived iri Boston and packed our mackerel out. We had 238 barrels ; 
38 of No. 1, 23 of No. 3, and 177 of No. 2. These mackerel were sold for $4.25 for No. 1, $3.25 for 
No. 2, and $2.25 for No. 3. Inspection cost us 92 cents a barrel. The inspector hired the butts. 
After a day or two we packed out and the vessel came home. We were in a hurry to get out. . 
The wind came on from the northeast and kept us ten days, after which the wind hauled to the 
southward, when we left for the fishing ground. The wind changing to the eastward we bore up 
for Cape Ann and r~mafned in the harbor of Gloucester for a week; after which the wind -
changed to the westward and we left the harbor. We arrived off_ Mount Desert and it came on a 
storm and we landed in Cranberry Islands. - We had got 26 barrels in getting so far on our 
voyage. · After leaving the harbor the next day we proceeded eastward. The 11th of September 
we got 38 wash barrels, the 12th we got 45, the 13th of September (which was my birthday) we 
got 51, on the 14th we got 28, and the next day 24. The wind then came on from the eastward 
and we bore up and went to Cranberry Islands again, with 140 barrels of mackerel. When the 
weather became good again we went out and found plenty of mackerel, and completed our cargo. 
We proceeded to Boston, where we packed out 253 barrels. We had 177 barrels of No. 1, 8 barrels 
of No. 3, and 68 barrels of No. 2. As we were going into Boston we hailed a mackerel schooner 
that was coming out, and they said that mackerel were worth $3, $4, and $5. Our skipper 
remarked that if they kept as high as that he wouldn't ask any more. He would get rich 
enough. The crew made $105 to a share. 
Then we made another trip, the third, fishing between Cape Cod and Cape Ann, on what is 
called Stellwagen Banks. During fall we got 225 barrels more that we packed. About 190 bar- _ 
rels were-No. 1, and the rest No. 2. The last day we were wide off shore from Marblehead, on the 
20th of November, and caugllt 20 wash barrels. Then it began to snow and we came into Boston 
Harbor. The next morning ther~ was ice over the wash barrels. We went up then and quitted 
the voyage. I made $200 for the three trips. That following winter and· spring I engaged in the 
·shore fishery. 
Early in June I went to Boston and took the schooner Missouri, 33 tons. She wasn't. very 
big. This was my first trip as captain. After fishing about a month for codfish we abandoned 
that and fitted for the mackerel fishery on the New England coast. We had two men beside my-
self, and two small boys, and got about 200 barrels of mackerel during the season. We closed up 
our fishing about the middle of No-rnmber. We jigged the mackerel and sometimes picked up a 
few barrels with a gaff. When we fitted in the fall I bought a quarter of the vessel, for which I 
paid $100. · The next spring I started codfishing in our bay about Cape Cod. About the 1st of 
May we left off fishing there an~ fitted for the Gulf of Saint Lawrence cod fishery. We carried 45 
hogsheads of salt. I don't know what time we left the Gulf. We wet all our salt. On our arrival 
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at C n o w er hort of provisions, but I supposed we would not be more than a week, but 
w w re fifteen ays, so we were half starved when we got home. After landing our fish we fitted 
for tb ma ker l :fi hery, and I was employed in that until the middle of November, 1828. In the 
winter I engaged in the winter fishing in the same vessel. We went to the north shore off Lynn 
and remained there six weeks. I made $12. We came home and the vessel was laid up until the 
next e on. 
By going four months out of the nine, exclusive of the winter, we obtained · a bounty at the 
rate of $4 a ton on the vessel's measurement. We commenced early in March and fished until 
about the 1st of June for codfish; after which we engaged in the mackerel fishery until Novem-
ber on the coast of Maine and Massachusetts. Then we went bounty catching about a week or ten 
days. We called it bounty catching because we shouldn't have gone if it hadn't been for the 
bounty. After spending the winter at home I was still iri the Missouri, and in the spring engaged 
in the halibut fishery along the shores of Cape Cod and Nantucket Shoals. At that time it took 
only a small quantity to glut the Boston market with halibut. The most we got was 3 cents a 
pound. I have carried 2,000 weight, and when I got to Boston would let them (the dealers) come 
into the hold and pick out 1,000 weight which I would sell for half a cent a pound and throw the 
rest overboard. Some vessels could'nt sell their cargoes at all. The reason of this was because 
Boston was small in population. Ice never had been used for icing halibut; but was used only in 
the city of Boston, and that was as far as they could be carried without ice. Gloucester was not 
engaged in the halibut fishery at the time, so that we, particularly Wellfleet, supplied the Boston 
market with halibut. The halibut season commenced in March and lasted until July. When 
mackerel got fat there was no s~le for halibut. 
Early in June, 1830, we fitted for the mackerel fishery. We went first off about the vicinity 
of Cashe's Ledge and fished from there to Mount Pleasant Rock. We got a trip of 100 barrels 
and were absent four weeks. I think we made $30 to a share. There were three men, including 
myself, and two boys on board. It was the custom of mackerel vessels to carry stone ballast in the 
bottom and stow the barrels on the top of the stones. We threw out the stones and only took in 
and headed up 12 barrel of stone, and stowed the vessel full of empty barrels and salt. 
We sailed from Provincetown the 1st day of August. On the following day, at 9 p. m.~ it com-
menced to blow a gale from the northeast. We were ju t near the western edge of George's Bank. 
It blew so harcl the v s el could hardly stand up, and lay over on her side, and we were pretty 
scared. The gale moclP-rated, how ver, the next morning. When we had been out a week we had 2½ 
barrels. The v el fi.tt cl out i r bort voyages, from one to six weeks. When we were out two 
w eks we bad 16 barr 1 . It look d pr tty blue. One-third of our time was gone and we bad caught 
only 16 barrel . W then ran ea twar<l <lown off the coa t of Grand l\fanan, and when three weeks 
w r out w had 6 barr 1 . Afterward , for ome ten days, ·we caught very few mackerel, and 
proc eded we, tward. When off Mount Desert hills, bearing about northwest, we fell in with 
pl ty of macker l an fill cl all our barrel . We arrived in Boston after an absence of about six 
w k , with 127½ barr l . W had 83 barrel of No. 1, and the balance No. 2. There were only 
ab at 2 barrel. of . 3, an we didn't pack th m, but kept them for grind bait and toll bait. We 
, har 1 cl r 103. e got ab nt 6.50 for o. J, and 5.50 for No. 2. Our outfits were very 
light. 
n _ ap Cod and Cape Ann and got about 75 barrel , 
whi ear · th ugbt that wa, <l in pretty w 11, and the owner wanted 
1 an<l t k a lar, r one. ught a P-w 'Sel o the sto ·k for me, of 75 
h l n writ n ontr t a d h ~ 11 w > c•l cl mi ecau e the pric rai. f<l and 
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wouldn't sell. I went to Boston in March; expecting to have that vessel. .About the last of March 
the s.chooner Mary arrived from the West Indies and I took her and :fitted for the Grand Bank. 
We sailed from here the 11th of .April for the cod fishery. We depended at that time more par-
ticularly on mackerel :fishing. All the Provincetown Bankers came in early so as to be ready for 
the mackerel :fishery. This was not the case with Plymouth and Marblehead, which were engaged 
exclusively in the co~ fishery. That April, May, June, and half of July were spent on th~ Banks 
fishing for codfish, and on the return the vessels :fitted for mackerel fishing, and in the fal1 at the 
close of the mackerel :fishery they put in the remainder of the four months in cod fishing in order 
to secure the bounty. We had eight men and a cook, so that ·we :fished half and half, having four 
for a dress gang; one to throat, one to head, one to split, and one t9 salt. They exchanged places _ 
every watch of two hours. The fishing was all carried on from the deck of the vessel. We carried 
salt clams for bait and generally took about 20 barrels. We returned home about the middle of 
July; after which we engaged in mackerel fishing on the coast of New England from Cape Cod 
to Mount Desert. During the summer we caught 400 barrels of mackerel. We quit :fishing in the 
early part of November, 1831, to make out the rest of our time to obtain the bounty. We made 
$163 to a share. We could live very well with a family then on that, if the family wasn't too big. 
I staid ashore that winter and didn't go fishing. 
On the 2d of February, 1832, I sailed for the West Indies as captain of the Mary, although 
I had never been engaged in the coasting trade and knew nothing a bout it. We were bound for 
Ponce, Porto Rico. After landing the cargo we engaged a freight of molasse~ for New York. We 
arrived there about the first of April, and from there we went to Murfreesborough, N ~rth Carolina, 
in ballast, after a cargo of white-oak pipe staves for Boston. We arrived in Boston with our cargo 
and then proceeded to :fit for the mackerel fishery. That year the mackerel were poor and scarce 
and we maue a small voyage, only making $10 apiece. We left the vessel in the fall. 
In January, 1833, I had a new schooner called the Caroline. We loaded on the owner's 
account and went to Ponce again. After discharging our cargo we loaded with sugar and molasses 
for New York and returned without incident. Then we chartered to go to North Carolina and load 
with red-oak hogshead staves for Falmouth, Jamaica. After discharging cargo we went up the 
river to Tobasco, Mexico, in ballast and loaded logwood for New York. After having an ordinary 
passage to New York we took in ballast for Boston. This year it was so late that all the good men . / 
were employed, and I preferred to leave the vessel and go fishing with my brother, who was then 
on a cod-fishing voyage. So I went with him mackerel fishing on the schooner Nelson. We sailed 
about the 'middle of July and ended about the first of November. We made $120 to a share. 
There were seven men in the crew, but three of them were hired. These were paid about ·$10 or 
$12 a month. The owner wanted me to take a schooner called the Lucretia, on shares, and go to 
North Carolina and get freight, and I took charge of her. She was a vessel of 77 tons. I sailed 
the 26th of December. I started to go to Ponce again with red-oa,k staves and cypress shingles, 
and then I agreed to return with a cargo of mola'sses for the same parties. I staid at Ponce 
twenty-nine days, and subsequently loaded with molasses and returned to Edenton, North Caro-
lina. On my return I received instructions from my owners to purchase a cargo of red-oak hogs-
head staves, which I did, and returned to Boston for the fishery. I gave up the vessel in Boston. 
It was an unprofitable voyage. I lost my time and $50. 
Then I shipped again with my brother to go mackereling on a ~chooner called the Lucy Mary. 
We had five on shares and the rest were hired. After going out and spending some three weeks, 
and being off the coast of Grand Manan, my brother wvs taken ~ick with fever and we brought 
him home. We only got half a dozen barrels of mackerel. On our arrival home I then took 
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ha ge f tb 1. First I went to Chatham and fouhd nothing, and then went into Massachu-
t ay and ft hed on Middle Bank, and in about three weeks got a trip of 160 barrels. We 
went into Bo t n and p~ked them out. We fished a second trip in the bay, between Cape Cod 
c nd c pe Ann, and caught about 150 barrels more. At the end.of the season, 1834, we hauled the 
Ye el up. 
I ailed in the schooner Lucy 1\fary on the 28th of April, 1835, for the Grand Bank, and was 
ab ent 11 weeks and 3 days, obtaining 600 quintals of fish. The Lucy Mary measured 59 tons 0. 
f. (about 38 N. M.) We carried three sharesmen, and three men and a cook, hired at a cheap rate, · 
, nd made $200 to a share. On our return we landed our fish, which could not be cured at that 
time of year, salted them in kenches, a,nd put them in the store to wait for cold weather. After 
thi we fitted for mackerel fishing in the Gulf of Saint Lawrence. We shipped one more shares-
man and sailed August 2, fished for a while about the Magdalen Islands, and returned home about 
the middle of October with 180 barrels of mackerel. We fished for the rest of the season for cod 
and mackerel in Massachusetts Bay, making $220 after the 2d of August. After the end of the 
season we carried our codfish and mackerel to Boston and sold them, the codfish selling for $2.75, 
the mackerel for $7 and $8. I spent the winter at home. I didn't feel like going fishing, and 
went to building dories, which, ~t this time, were just coming into use. (See account of dory busi-
ness elsewhere.) 
In 1836 I was still in the Lucy Mary, my brother, John .Atwood, master, and we started in 
the spring for the Grand Bank. We sailed the last of April, and after a short passage of six 
days anchor~d on the Grand Bank. In the first two or three weeks we caught between 4,000 and 
5,000 .fish. Then it came on to blow heavy from the north and northeast. We were at an anchor, 
and as many as twenty vessels-square-rigged French brigs and American schooners, all catching 
some .fish-were around us. The blow lasted nine days, and when it was over there was not a 
vessel in sight, all having drifted away or been obliged to change their berths. The wind brought 
down hundreds of great icebergs, which were floating all around us. We got our anchor and ran 
for the eastern end of the Bank, but we met a vessel which said that it was full of ice there, so we 
ran to the north, and there, on the edge of the Bank, between latitude 450 and 460, through the 
whole voyage, when it was clear, we could see twenty icebergs or more floating all around us. We 
were frightened almost to death all the time, particularly when the fog shut down thick, but none 
of t,hem came foul of us. The ice was there as long as we were. When we got home we had been 
gone eleven weeks and three days, and had on board 572 quintals of fish. This year my brother 
and I had fitted the ve el and hired the whole crew, paying $18 apiece a month for three men, 
$16 for one, and 8 for a cook. We made $460 to a share. On our arrival home we discharged 
all our crew, and my brother and I landed all our fish ourselves and put them in salt. Then we 
got on board the salt and the barrel and everything for the Gulf of Saint Lawrence. We sailed 
on the 1 t of August, and on our arrival we could not hear of any mackerel being caught. We spoke 
v el from Bank Br ell y , nd Prince Eu ward's Island and Gaspe, but they all said there was no 
fi bing. e bore u and went to the fagdalen . When we got there we found that they had 
n catching mack r 1 th day before off Black Land, near Tantenore, off the northwest coast. 
o the next d y we w nt down there. We found nothing till we got to the east end, and there we 
ught a few. The win blew up to the nortbwe th avy and drove ns around to the west of the 
i ·l n , where we anch red und r the le . Th n xt d, y the weather moderated, and then we could 
t no m cker l at all. Th n bore up and went to wfoundland. We went a far a Port 
rt and n er c ught , mack r I-not macker I. Then we went back to the Magdalena 
ui k a w ul t , , and fi b d th r fi t , r t of th oyag . We return d home 
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about tl.ic lOtll of November, and packed our mackerel-192 barrels of No. 1 and 33 of No. 2. 
After packing the mackerel out we took them in and · carried them to Boston. They were then 
worth $7.31 and $8.31. We concluded not to sell, and brought them home, and laid up the vessel 
alongside the wharf to wait for them to raise. In February we went up to Boston, I think, again, 
and they had raised $1 a barrel, so we made $225 by keeping them. From this trip we netted 
$430 to a share, or $890 for the whole voyage. This was a big year for us. 
In the spring of 1837 the owner of our vessel sold out to go into the commission business. He 
had a large packet called the Tam O'Sbanter, a brig; and when we were in Boston to sell our 
mackerel in February he asked me to take charg_e of her. So I shipped in the brig, and came 
down home to get my clothes. The :first voyage was to Savannah, with an assorted cargo. I 
hired at $50 a month. We left the 27th of March, and returned to Boston with a cargo of cotton .. 
This was the time of the panic, and we could get no freight, so we chartered to go to St . 
Thomas to look for freight there. There was no freight there, so we went to the island of Bonaire 
and loaded with salt for Boston. We loaded deep and came out through the Mona passage. The 
next day came a hurricane. What a time that was! It blowed away my sails, split off seven 
stanchions, water-ways, and the bulwarks, and it was all we could do to keep her afloat. She was 
leaking badly, and the crew could not leave the pumps. I lost my mainsail, and had .. to lie to · 
under a close-reefed foresail. Then it died away a flat calm and held calm six days. Then it 
breezed up fair, and we came up to Boston. We left home early in September. The brig waa 
next chartered to go to Port au Prince. My folks would not let me go, because it was sickly 
there, and I engaged for the rest of the fall in :fishing for dogfish ap.d mackerel, and that winter I 
went winter :fishing until March, 1838, at which time we had got into the habit of going :fishing 
in dories. 
In 1838 my brother John and I bought a pink-stern boat of 46 tons, called the Orlando. She 
was an old cheap thing, but we thought she would do to putter around the shore in. So we let 
our schooner out to go to the Grand Bank. We fished around the shores of Cape Cod and on 
Nantucket Shoals for cod and halibut, and carried tp.em to market. Then in May, when tile 
<logfish began to trouble us, we came inshore to :fish for mackerel, which were plenty along the 
Truro shore. We fished until June, and then went to the Gulf of Saint Lawrence. Our sails 
were so poor we did not stay there long, and we got only about 20 barrels. We returned home, 
and fished along our bay for the balance of the fall. That winter I didn't go :fishing. I didn't 
feel very well, for I had hurt my knee in the summer. The folks over on the Point had got disap-
pointed in their school teacher, so they got me to teach school, and I got sick enough of it. I had 
about thirty scholars. · 
In the spring of 1839 we got another man to take the Orlando, ahd I took the Lucy Mary and 
went to the Grand Bank with one sharesman an~ a cheap crew. I didn't go very early, for I fished 
on the backside of Cape Cod the first part of the season, and sailed for the Grand Bank about tlle 
6th of June, returning about the middle of September. That was one of the yea1·s when mackerel 
were scarce. As the prospect looked so bad for niackerel we concluded to wash out the fish and lay 
up tbe vessel. So John and I cured up the fisl1. We could do better at that than to hire them cured 
and go mackereling. When we arriv'ed home with 557 quintals, fish were worth a good price, $3.50 
a quintal, but when we got ours cured they bad fallen to $2.50. We concluded we wouldn't sell 
them, but keep them until spring. In February, 1839, we took tlrn Lucy Mary and went fishing 
fur halibut in the gully between the cape aud the middle grounds at a depth of 20 to 30 fathoms. 
·we ii bed tbere in the spring, and then went down the backside of the Cape after- halibut and cod. 
After the season wa over I took in my fL ll and carried tbem to I3ostoll, and could hardly sell 
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them a • 11. 1 ol 1 JOO quintals at $2 a quintal to one dealer in .Albany, and another Albany 
man took half b ton condition that I would ship the remainder, which I did, and got $1.71 a 
quintal fort m. So on that Grand Bank voyage I made only $50. 
I 1 40 m ·kcrcl were extremely scarce. People who had been whaling at the Azores sai<l 
that th y were plenty there, and large ones, so I conceived the idea of going to the Azores in 
search of mackerel. We fitted out the vessel and I went there with a crew of five men, all 
share men. We foun<l. no mackerel there, but a sort of bonito, probably the .Auxis rocllei, so I got 
home a quick as I could. So we hauled up until winter and then we fished in the gully for 
halibut. Only one other vessel, the Adrian, was fishing there, and we did very well. We had 
the monopoly of the Boston market, for at that time the Gloucester vessels did not begin the 
halibut fishery until the 1st of March. Sometimes we got 10 cents a pound for the fish. 
In 1841 I was still in the Lucy Mary, and in the spring we went off Monomoy and Chatham 
and fished for shad. This was a new kind of fishery. Years before, when I used to go there for 
bait, I saw a man catching shad, bu_t could get no information from him, and it was evident that 
be tried to be shy. In 1840 we mistrusted they were catching shad there, and two or three vessels -
went down there from Provincetown, and fished with others from Chatham and got a good many . 
. In 1841 gFeat preparations were made for catching shad, and vessels went there from Connecticut, 
Rhode Island, and all around. A petition was sent to the legislature to prevent out States folks 
from fishing. The law passed, but the fishermen came nevertheless. The law must have scared 
the shad away, for none came there that year. We found no shad at l\fonomoy, so we went over 
to Nantucket. We got a few in the course of our absence of three or ~our weeks, or we should 
have made a broken voyage. The Lucy Mary was high boat, for -we ventured out in rougher 
weather than the· others. We bad four boats and eight men, and made about $60 to a share, my 
brother and I. Shad were worth about $7 a barrel, and weighed 3 or 4 pounds each. They 
came late in May and early June, and were not there more than a fortnight. When fishing for 
them we went out in small boats an~ drifted, each boat carrying about 800 yards of gill-net, 
which we made ourselves on purpose. The year before everybody had done well. After the shad 
had left we returned and engaged in the mackerel fishing. This year, before the nets were set, 
mackerel had been seen outside the cape, and we concluded to drift for them as we had for shad, and 
made a good thing of it. We used common mackerel nets, each boat setting ten nets of 60 yards 
each. We used to put them over and let them drift all night, and in doing this we found an ever-
lasting sight of whiting, which were very troublesome. We ·sometimes had to draw in our nets 
for fear that we should catch so many whiting we couldn't haul them out the next day. We used 
to get tons and tons of them. They bad always been plenty and staid until the bluefish tipped 
th m out. We made perhaps ·$100 in mackerel netting, sending them to Boston fresh, and paying 
a quarter for carrying them. After the spriug mackerel net-fl hing was over, we fitted the I,ucy 
Iary for the Gulf of Saint Lawrence. We hipped a crew of seven men, all sharesmen. This was 
. one of the awful scarce year for mackerel, and only 55,000 barrels were packed in the whole State. 
e went direct to the Magdalen I land , fished down to the eastern end and staid there and kept 
cat bing a few on the ledge . They were good mackerel what we did catch. We kept hearing 
fr m th w t shore of the gnlf that there were no mackerel there: We staid until October and 
th , ame out ith 100 barrel.. That was as well as we could have done at anything, for mack-
·r 1 er c n idera le h'gh. e got good price and made about $100 apiece. In the wi_ut r 
0 
. torer, f Bo ton, aying that he was preparing a book 
a ing ab ut the torpedo, which he had heard occurred on 
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our ,hores. ~ knew all about it. I supposed, having been a fisherman so long, I knew a good deal. 
Ile wa a doctor of physic, and I thought I would aid him without any pecuniary pay, and hf) 
accepted. After I had answered questions about thirty-two kinds of fish he sent me his report, 
and said that was all they knew about fish and anything I could do would be important. I looked 
over it and found that I conld do a good deal, and this was the begfoning of my acquaintance with 
scientific men. 
In 18421 was fishing for halibut and cod on the backside of the cape, but left off soon .enough 
to go shadding again, a second time, at Monomoy, from the last of May to the 20th of June. We 
had our nets already made and could go without any additional cost of outfit. We were unsuc-
cessful and made only about $20 to a man, the cruw consisting of eight men. There were probably 
fifty sail of vessels off Chatham fishing for shad.· After this was over we commenced mackerel 
dragging in th~ bay, and conti:nued it until the middle of July. Then we fitted for the Gulf of 
Saint Lawrence, sailing the latter part of July. We fished altogether at the Magdalens and got 
only 60 barrels; but this was a good share compared with other vessels. There were very few 
Provincetown vessels in the mackerel fishery that year, they being engaged mainly in the cod and 
whale fishery. There were a few from Cape Ann in the gulf with us. We returned home late in 
the fall, and our profits were very small. 
In the winter, from the 1st of February, 1843, to May, we fished as usual in the gully for 
halibut, and went to Boston eight or nine times, sometimes .carrying 5,000 or 6,000 pounds of fish 
sometimes not more than 2,000. About this year we began setting trawls for halibut, as has been 
described elsewhere. Before we began trawling we carried ten dories and eleven men, one man 
staying on board while every other one of the crew took a <lory and went out to fish with hand-lines 
at various points within sight of the vessel. After trawling bega~ we carried only five dories and 
sent two men out in each of them. When we first began fishing for halibut in the gully the fish 
would weigh on an average about 135 pounds. This was in 1838; but after we had fished there 
three or four years they didn't average more than 75 pounds. We used haddock for bait. After 
we got through halibut · fishing there was no encouragement to :fit for mack_ereling. Our vessel 
was old and would not pay for repairing, so I went to Saint Pierre and sold her to the French for 
$600. I ballasted her with brick, which also brought a good price: That wound up the old Lucy 
Mary. 
In the spring of 1844 I commenced to fish in a little old sloop which my brother had bought. 
It wasn't good for anything, and was called the Mars. We had a crew of two .men and a boy. 
We fished on what we called Mill Ledge, not more than a mile from Highland light, in from 14 to 
25 fathoms of water. We caught about 500 or 600 weight the first day out, an<l as we couldn't get 
them into the well alive we struck them with a club as big around as my arm, and then put them 
into the 'Yell dead. The wind sprung up and the next morning it was still blowing fresh. We 
started to haul our dead halibut up to dress them when to our surprise eYery one of them was 
aU-,e ! "-Te hit them as bard as we could. On this trip we made $100 to a share. 
After the spring fishing was over we then engaged in .the mackerel net :fishery for the season. 
The mackerel came in here to spawn the latter part or May an<l through the month of June. We 
didn't use the sloop in this fishery, but had a boat. 
The plaice, Platessa oblong_a of Storer, was extremely abundant here then. At that time there 
were a great many squid, and the plaice fed on them. We caught 2,000 plaice in one afternoon. 
We sold them in Boston for turbot. Here and there we could find a marketman who would buy 
150 or 200 pounds, but genern1J~, there was no demand for them. So we gave tbem away very 
frequently. After we went two or three times to Boston with plaice we found it wouldn't pay at 
all. \\ . . ul l cal •h cnongh, lmt couldu't fi.ud a market for them. When bluefi&h came they 
ai e ·ery car' . 
ft r w t t1Ji· ugh carrying plaice to Boston we went out in the bay an<l :fished for cod and 
hak , , ml wlrntcn~r we conld catch, until about the 1st of September. We didn't like the sloop 
y ry w 11. 1 ?c got tir <l of pumping. Hearing of a sloop for sale at New Loi::idon I went there 
a d ugllt the ma k J. Sawyer, 33 ton . After buying that smack we brought her around in 
the fall of 1 44, ancl commenced fishing in her, and fished into 1845. The 1st of January we were 
.fl bing f, r codfish. W c had a crew of fl ve men and carried four dories. The men were aH on 
bare . W fished for cod in our bay and on Mid Bay Ledge, 7 miles from Lere towards Sand· 
wicb, the first of the winter and into January, 1845. Subsequently the fish left the ledge and we 
went out into deeper water off Race Point. After fishing till spring, about the 1st of April we 
went on to .i:T~mtucket Shoals with that smack for halibut, and ~ think we stocked about $400 
while we were there. \Ve went four trips, about five weeks altogether. 
Then we stopped at home to engage in the mackerel net :fishery, and let our smack out to a 
mau who carried the fish to Boston market fresh and got a, quarter for carrying them. We :fished 
in our boats in our bay, drifting for mackerel. 
After that mackerel season was over there was no prospect of doing much here and we came 
to the conclusion to go down to the coast of Maine. Yv e went to Monheg~n, and the :fishermen 
there said we couldn"t catch mackerel in nets; but we went out in our dories and set our nets in 
the night. W c were gone from liome four weeks and made $90 to a share. We thought that was 
doing pretty well an<l went down again, but the next time there were so many sharks that we 
couldn't do much and came home. The sharks would get in and tear the net~. 
After returning home in the fall we set nets in our bay. We set them in the night and would 
draw them in the morning if the weather would permit. We fished in this way till about the 
middle of NO\~ember and then fitted out for winter fishing in Cape Cod Bay. We fished for 
cod:fi h in the bay and carried them alive to Boston market. In the spring of 1846 we engaged in 
halibut fislling as tbe year before. Then we let out our smack for a man to go in her to run 
mackerel while we fl bed for them in the bay. Then, after we got through with that, which might 
be a~out the 1 t of July, we went to Monhegan as the year before. Several others went that 
year. We tlidu't do much. Returning home we :fished with mackerel nets (gill-nets) here in the 
fall, until about the middle of J:Toyember, wh n we commenced winter fi bing again. (See Storer, 
Fi hes of Mas achusett , pp. 5 -174). 
During the winter we ua<.l carri d to Bo ton 3,009 co<l, which weighed 51,263 pounds, and we 
, ·t ked 734.18. In the , pring we caught 2,20.3 cod and tocked $240.43. 
We went cod-ft ·hing in tb wint r until l\fay S, 1 47. Then w0 went dragging for mack~rcL 
Thi year we c nclu l tl not to rro to M uli ,ra n,, o two of u took the mack and took two loads of 
lob. t r to Z w ork. \ T didn't cl much wit.l.1 th rn. They died, for we didn't know how to 
·take care of th m Y ry w ·11. .i. ft r r turning, c b nt the 1 t of Augn t, from New York, we com-
m nc d fi ·binrr f r h. k an<l p 11 ·k ancl fi:hr<l way int the autumn. We didn't saYe the. link 1 
ound th n. 
,·<·r w . , ' ma ·k r 1 n t · until lat in D cernb rand then omm 11 ·ed 
hali tinrr, fi 'bing 1 wn n Tc 11tucket hoals until May. Mack •r I 
th: t I cli 11 t o a c 11 t .· t fter the spring halibut 
htltom 
130; t n trc d f, 11 ff we tlt('Jl 
, ll. "\T bought th lob.t 1: 
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liere. vVe s.tqppcd about , ihe 1st of September, 1848, aud then commenced fishing for hake and 
pollock again. We did better at lobstering tban we could at anythipg else. In tbe fall we set 
mackerel nets, but did not do much and fitted out for winter fishing as usual. 
In 1849 we were in the J. Sawyer still fishing for cod in the winter and halibut in the spring. 
We had contracted to furnish lobsters to Boston, but we heard of cholera being at the south and 
r 
the dealers backed out. 
During the spring of 1849 I was in Boston selling codfish. We were accustomed to take our 
livers to Boston, and we sold them for 25 cents a bucket. Some parties came and offered us 37 
cents. I made inquiry and found they wanted them for me?.icine, but I thought it was pretty 
coarse medicine. I was acquainted with doctors, physicians, and chembts, and I inquired about 
cod-liver oil, and they told me that it had been used in France for some :rears and was getting 
~ore common every day. Afterward I made a little oil and they said at Boston it was just as good 
as they ever saw. 
I conceived the i<lea of going to Labrador to get cod livers, and Prof. Jeffries Wyman, Horatio 
R. Storer, and Frank H. Storer went with me. We started in pursuit of objects of natural h~story 
~nd the manufacture of medicinal cod-liver oil. It was late in the season, and most of the cocl-fisb-
ing was over. I carried two dories, I got 300 gallons of cod-lfrer on. We then returned borne, -
and resorted to setting mackerel nets through tbe fall. My wife died while I was absent that 
voyage. This was the commencement of my manufacture of cod-liver oil, and I ha"Ve been engaged 
in it ever since. I sold my smack when I came home, and in the spring of 1850 I bought the 
· schooner William Gray, 58 tons, and fitted for Labrador. The main object of the voyage was to 
procure cod-liver oil. I carried 200 bushels of salt which I consumed on the codfish of my own 
catch. We got 20 barrels of medicinal oil. Then I returned home about the middle of September. 
During that fall our fishermen were fishing for hake and pollock, and I commenced buying 
them. I didn't fish myself. I made $200. My schooner was hauled up at this time. Mr brother 
had a schooner, the Ned Buntline, and I went fishing for cod in the bay with him in the December 
of 1850. We fished for halibut, and did very well. After I left the Ned Buntline there were some 
men who wanted to go halibuting, and I told them if they were a mind to get the schooner off I 
would go. They got her off and I put a new suit of sails on her and started about the early part 
of April. I shipped my crew upon their own hooks. Every one had what he catched. I gdt 2,000 
weight of halibut and went to Tioston and sold them for 2¼ cents a pound. We then went to Nan-
~ncket Shoals, and we ca~ght 67 halibut that day and they weighed 6,000 pounds. This was Thurs-
day, and the next day the wind struck us northeast and we 'Sent to Edgartown. Monday we came 
out and by night we were off Chatham and we tried to get up by the Cape. The next morning it blew 
heavy and I run down and run in after sounding on the shoal ground of Stellwagen Bank. Finally 
we got here and anchored in Herring Cove. The wind increased that night and the next morning the 
schooner dragged her anchor. Then I put on another and she dragged that too. Finally I put out 
the chain anchor and that held her till the gale was over. That night Minot's Ledge Light was blowtJ. 
over. I then went to B<;>ston and found halibut in good demand. The first sold for 6 cents. Then I 
sold some for 5 and sold the last for 1 cent a pound. We ftocked about $120. I owned the whole 
vessel and drew a quarter for her, so that I made a considerable good trip. After recruiting with 
bait we started out again and the first day we caught 67 again, and the next day we caught about lm, 
and the third day about 20 and started for Boston. Where I fished was in about 18 fathoms, Chat-
ham Light bearing northwest by west. We went to Boston and sold our halibut for 5 cent~ right 
through. My share was $175. We were gone five days. Then we went one other trip down there 
and got about $100. Then we came home and fitted f0r the Bay Chaleur, Gulf of Saint Lawrence. 
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r sail d about th middle of July, 1851. We went down the coast of Maine and tried to get 
om m nhacl n but didn p catch much. .After arriving in the gulf we went to the Magdalen 
I ·land t fi h aud fi heel th re until about the middle of September, when we went to Prince Ed-
vard I l· n . We took a heavy sqnall from the northeast. There were _six vessels in company 
with u . could see where the harbor went in, and I had a man aboard who had fished there 
b fore and who said he was ju t as well acquainted there as with Provincetown Harbor. One of 
the e oth r schooners was half a mile ahead and one was behind. _ Then it got dark and. I lost 
. ight of these vessels. I saw a tremendous breaker ahead and I put Nat, my little boy, below and 
hauled to the north and luffed, and I hadn't run but a minute when I saw a sea coming from the 
other quarter. When that sea came along midships it broke right over us. The next ~ea that 
truck us didn't strike us so bard. She came working over till she came to the main beach of the 
island. She was up so high that the tide didn't wet her keel. I stripped her and sold her there. 
She brought most as much as she was worth. I was there a week. I went aboard another Province-
town ·rnssel that was coming home and got off at Saint Peter's that night, and there came on wbat 
was ~nown as tbe Yankee gale. I think it was the 4th of October, 1851. vy-e hauled off that 
night and the next morning it was blowing a gale of wind. We sailed on till nearly night head-
ing up northwest, and I saw a big breaker ahead. A sea struck us and took off our jib and flying 
jib and the boat off the stern. We were carried right up on the north part of Saint Peter's. I had 
twenty barrels of my mackerel aboard, which I saved. Then I finally came borne in another ves-
sel. I made pretty well that voyage. She was insured for $GOO, and I got my mackerel out and 
hipped them for home. We made $40 to a share on our mackerel, and did tiptop. 
My brother was building a vessel at Northport, L. I., called tbe Golden Eagle, 80 tons. In the 
pring of 1852 I went fishing for halibut on Nautuckct Shoals and took them to New York. Then 
we came hero for mackerel fisl.Jibg and this ,essel carried them _to Boston. Then we went to 
George' Bank for halibut in June, and carried. our halibut to New York. We went two trips. 
fter tlle two tdps we fitted for mackereling-salt mackercling. We went off east of Cape Ann, 
and sub equent1y in the bay, and fi bed until the 1st · of October, and then came home, and my 
brother took the ve sel and went packeting to Boston and I set mackerel nets. In those winters I 
made ~od-li"rer oil, but that didn't stop me frow dory fishing. 
When we r turned from the George's in August, 1852, we stopped at Provincetown and took 
in 2,00 lob ters. There were three baresmen and ~e each took our wives and children ,o New 
York to tlrn World Fair. There w re eleven of us, and we stopped a week in New York. 
In 1 33 I was in the Golden Eagle on Nantucket Shoals, and afte_rwards went to Q-eorge~s 
Bank until the 1 t of September, a the year before. In autumn I fished with gill-nets in our 
ay. I bought 200 quintal of hake and pollock. 
In 1 54: John, my brother, l ft, and I took charge ofthe chooner and fished for cod and hali-
but on antucket Shoal and George' Bank as the year before, and afterwards fi hed for mackerel 
fr m th bor . Then my brother-in-le w took her and went mackereling. 
In 1 55, in the pring, I commenced dory fl hing for cod, and preparing for catching mackerel 
with n L. built an w boat, called the I ·hth ologi t, which cost $240, for a drag-boat to drift 
with n t in th • ay. Iy on at wa going with me und rn d to think that there wa. small 
han · form t l.Jigh boat, until I uncl rtook t ~·plain to him wliy I tlionght I honld be. I 
·ai1l t ltim I·now ·hat tbe mack r 1 com 11 r fi r. Tllc · come beret c1 po it their pawn. 
'l h ') pawn iu h h ad f th r JO fath m' of wat r. If you go np to the Rpawning 
rcliw ly, w got our oat r ady and on the ~0th 
ut 1 f th m of w t r. Th re we put over our 
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nets just as it was dark. All the rest of the fishing boats went out southwest from the Wood End 
to pick up those scattering mackerel, except one that chased me. Wh.en we drew our nets in the 
morning I think we had 2,050 mackerel, when we returned home, The other boat, the one that 
chased me, got 3,000. We then put them on a schooner and sent them to Boston and paid one-
quarter for carrying. Cf the boats that went off the Wood End the high boat got 140. My brother 
thought it was strange that he didn't get more; that he got his best night's work out there the 
year before, but he didn't remember .at what time·of the year it was. The following night it was 
still pleasant, and all the boats went up the bay. One of the vessels was afraid if they didn't 
haul their nets that night they wouldn't get any fish, so they drew their nets at 9 o'clock, and 
only got 1,500. When I hauled in in the morning I had 3,500. When I arrived I found t_hat 
the nssel that took mackerel was all full, and I landed at home and salted them; and E. S. 
Smith & Co. gave me 2 cents apiece for them, so I got $70. .After the mackerel deposit their 
spawn in the head of the bay they want something to eat, and I thought that where there is the 
most bait is where the tide running into Cape Cod bay meets with still water. I went thP-re and got 
a full fare. At the close of the fishing we were high boat. We stocked about $320, which was 
about $100 more than any other boat. After the :fishing season was over, which terminated about 
the middle of June, I shipped in the schooner Wave Crest, Captain Doane, and went to Monhegan 
to catch mackerel with nets, and took my boat and nets with me. We fished with gill-nets, drift-
ing off the island. The :fishermen there took a great fancy to my boat and I sold her for $240. 
In the spring of 1855 I built a new boat. In the summer I went with that boat to Monhegan 
for mackerel, returning ~ome the 1st of September. Then I fished from the shore for mackerel 
until late in the autumn. In the winter I engaged in :fishing and making cod-liver oil. 
In the spring of 1856 I built another boat and commenced about the 20th of May to drag 
mackerel nets, which lasted until about the middle of June. The 1st of July I received an 
appointment as commissioner to ip.quire into the expediency and practic~b_ility of the artificial prop-
agation of fish. I located at Sandwich to watch the habits of the trout (Salmo fontinalis) during 
the spawning season. I had two colleagues on the commission with me, Hon. Reuben A. Chap-
man, of Springfield, and Dr. Henry Wheatland, of Salem. In the following winter we made our 
report, which terminated the commission. In November I was elected a member of the State 
house of representatives, which took me awa.y from the :fishing here. 
When it came January -of 1857 I went to the legislature, wh1ch was in session one hundred 
and forty-six days, and did not return home until June. On my return home I took the sloop-
smack Federal and engaged in buyin~ lobsters and carrying them to Boston until September, after 
which I was engaged in the shore :fisheries in autumn, and the mackerel :fishery. · 
The following January, 1858,. I was returned to the house. .After the close of the ses:Sion I 
joined the sloop Federal and engaged in the lobster and bluefish trade, sending the fish to Boston 
until September. In the autumn I engaged in the shore :fishery. 
In 1859, in January, I was winter fishing, and in the spring I joined the sloop Federal again 
and engaged in the lobster and bluefish trade again, as the year before. In the fall I engaged in 
the shore :fishery and mackerel net :fishery. 
The next spring, 1860, I again joined the Federal and went in her until about the 1st of 
June, when I went to Plymouth and there I swapped this smack for a better one called the Wave, 
by paying $400 to boot. I continued in the same business, fishing and buying lobsters and blue-
fish when I could get them, and selling them in Boston, until the 1st of September. In autumn 
I engaged in the mackerel net :fishery and later in winter fishing. 
In the spring of 1861 I took the sloop Wave and commenced fishing for cod and halibut, after 
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whi h l in ·• n ·i11g fr ·h mackerel and lobsters to Boston until September. In the 
autumn • fl 'hin for mack rel with gill-nets in Massachusetts Bay. 
In 186.., I di l n t go fl hiPg in the winter-only occasionally. In the spring I was :fishing for 
, d and b. libut again, and in the ummer for lobsters and blnefisb. In the winter I engaged in 
the manufacture of cod-liver oil; in fact, I did so every winter. In the fall I set mackerel nets. 
In 1863 I wa fa the sloop WaYe, and engaged in fishing the same as tbe year before. 
In 1864 I wa in the Wave off Cape Cod in the spring an.d carrying mackerel and bluefish to 
Bo ton until S ptember. In the winter I engaged in the manufacture of cod-liver oil. 
In 1865 I was still in the Wave, engaged in cod and halibut fishing in the spring, and carrying 
fresh mackerel to market that we caught in gill-nets lrnre, which lasted until about the middle of 
June. After that I engaged in carrying bluefish to Boston and fishing in the bay for codfish. 
In tbe autumn I .fished for mackerel with gill-nets. In the winter I made cod-liver oil. 
In 1866 I was in the sloop Wave, halibut fishing, as in springs before. Aft,er which carrying 
mackerel to market until June; and through the summer I engaged in tbe bluefish and dogfish 
fishery. In September I 1-1old my vessel. That, is when I coiled up my lines and quitted going 
rnsseling. 
Ever since that time I have been engaged in the manufacture of meclicinal cod-liver oil and in 
moking ha.libut brought from the Grand Bank. 
In 1866 I bought 250 quintals of halibut, but was about three months smoking them, and the 
price fell, and I lost all my labor and $500. Tbe next spring I recrirnd a notification to deliver a 
course of lectures before the Lowell Institute, which I gave in tbe winter of 1808.* I smoked 
400 quintals of halibut for Boston parties. In 1869, 1870, and.1871 I was in the fishery. Each and 
very year we smokecl from 400 to 700 quintals of halibut, until the last three ;years. Last year we 
smoked 130 quintals, but the manufacture of cod-liver oil has been my main business. 
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